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KEENELAND, FALL 2016 MEET 
DAY 7: Saturday, October 15 
 
RACE ONE: 
I like the bay colt UNCLE JAMES’s first outing for his new barn, as he made 
up ground from off the pace facing similar rivals in Louisville. That effort 
was aided by a closer’s racetrack and the hot early splits (:21 2/5, :44 4/5), 
but the son of Into Mischief figures to a bit closer to the front runners in 
this spot stretching out a furlong. His dirt form is solid when he gets a 
clean trip, and he’s eligible for improvement making the third start of his 
current form cycle; Catalano is always dangerous. 8-5 morning line 
favorite SINGLETON didn’t care for the turf in his most recent start and 
will appreciate the return to dirt in this spot. On the downside, his overall 
form is spotty and he will have company on the front end in the form of 
MARINE PILOT just to his outside. Best career effort to date has been at a 
nine-furlong trip on the front end over a speed-favoring strip at 
Gulfstream; underlay. MARINE PILOT will be a pace factor will 
SINGLETON, but he packed it in off moderate splits in his most recent 
outing facing similar stock, and he has found a way to lose his last four 
starts at low odds; likes minor awards. I’m not crazy about backing first-
time starters on the rail, but the bay gelding LAUREATO has been posting 
sharp works over a deep, tiring surface at The Thoroughbred Center in 
Lexington and seems well-meant making his career debut for a $50K tag; 
son of Artie Schiller sports a turf-oriented pedigree. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-6-1 
 
 
RACE TWO: 
The well-named BOAT DRINKS overcame an awkward start and wide trip 
to just miss by a neck over the synthetic surface at Arlington in her first 
start for the crafty Jimmy DiVito barn. Daughter of Midshipman has useful 
Southern California turf form and should get a good stalking trip 
stretching out around two turns; may prefer a more uniform turf course, 
as her form was erratic on the downhill configuration in Arcadia; 
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dangerous in second start off the shelf. ULTIMATE CAUSE gave a good 
account of herself in her first start against winners, generally the sign of a 
horse with some ability; well-bred filly should appreciate the turn back in 
distance to a flat mile. SNOW MESA made the lead and caved off moderate 
fractions ta Kentucky Downs in her last start but that is a demanding, 
undulating course and she was returning to the races off a six-week 
freshening; tighter this time. EXXIMIA (ARG) is a consistent performer 
that generally runs her race to earn a paycheck. On the downside, she 
eases out of non-winners of two lifetime company in Indiana to try this 
competitive a other than allowance spot at Keeneland; minor award 
candidate. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-8-7 
 
 
RACE THREE: 
The tactical foot of SERIOUS TALK will serve him well in this compact field 
that will feature rapid early fractions. Forestry gelding is undefeated 
lifetime when entered for a tag (or allowance/optional claiming company) 
and is a perfect three-for-three lifetime going three-quarters of a mile. 
Should sit off a hot early pace carved out by LEWYS VAPORIZER, and 
LET’S GO BEN; loves to win. SPEIGHTSONG is another with enough tactical 
speed to sit off a hot early pace and he partied on open $40K claiming 
types in his most recent outing at Churchill. Bourgeois scored with first-off-
the-claim winner O T B Bob ($12) on Friday’s card; very playable. 
WHYRUAWESOME will be relegated to a stalking trip in this spot, and his 
last two wins have come in wire-to-wire fashion at longer distances. He’s 
knocked out four of seven this year, but hooks stern competition—well 
campaigned this year but in tough here. When right, the crap shoot that is 
LEWYS VAPORIZER is a machine that is capable of going :22 flat, :44 2/5, 
:55 1/5 and 1:08 2/5 while winning by seven-plus lengths. When wrong, he 
gets served by nearly 30 lengths. Not sure which LEWYS VAPORIZER is 
showing up on Saturday, but at 2-1 on the morning line, I’m looking 
elsewhere for top honors. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-6-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR: 
HOMESPUN HERO rated and rallied against tougher rivals for this 
condition in his last start in New York and was claimed out of that race by 
Mike Maker, who is always lethal next-out after he halters one. Draw a line 
through he stakes appearance and the outing on the grass and his form 
looks even better; edge in a competitive heat.  WAR EAGLE’S RETURN’s 
form has steadily improved sine he was claimed by the Tom Amoss barn 
four starts back in Louisville. He’s retained sharp form while moving up in 
class—no doubt attributed to the addition of blinkers—and his last two 
losses have come at the hands of next-out winners; dangerous stalking the 
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pace. LORD COMMAMNDER will command a lot of attention at the 
windows but has been well beaten in both of his starts this year. The class 
drop and the surface change will work in his favor, but this well-bred colt 
hasn’t put forth a decent effort ion over a year; sends mixed signals. 
SENOR GRITS has only managed one money finish since returning to the 
races off a year-plus layoff, but is another who defends in class; likes six 
furlongs. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-2-3 
 
 
RACE FIVE: 
This entry-level allowance event going a flat mile on the grass is a 
contentious fair and a great betting race. MIGHTY SOUPER has an affinity 
for show dough, but she has been facing arguable tougher allowance 
company in New York in her past three starts, and she’s stakes-placed on 
grass at this eight-furlong trip. War Front filly possesses a versatile 
running style, but seems to be more effective when allowed to settle and 
fire; like the rider change to the patient Geroux. RES ISPA is another 
entrant that likes to finish third, but she’s a consistent performer that has 
never run a bad race from seven lifetime starts. Lone off the board effort 
was in her career debut when she clipped heels on the clubhouse turn and 
was only beaten six and a half length for all the money at Gulfstresam; has 
the ability to overcome a troubled trip. ARMOIRE tries winners for the first 
time in this spot and returns to the races off a lengthy layoff, but this is a 
filly with some talent judging from her daylight win vs. maidens in her 
career debut at Tampa. She’s been sharp in the A.M. in Maryland during 
her downtime for trainer Arnaud Delacour who not only sent out A.P. 
Indian to win the Phoenix (G3) on opening weekend, but also saw Smoke 
Signals finish a game third at nearly 59-1 in yesterday’s Buffalo Trace 
Franklin County Stakes (G3). Only worry is that she may be a start away 
from her best effort; would want a better price than her 4-1 morning line 
odds. MISS GOSSIP (IRE) has a back-class advantage, as she held her own 
against the likes of group stakes winners Tanaza and Alice Springs in her 
native Ireland, and she was only a length and a quarter off the win in the 
roughly-run Pucker Up (G3) at Arlington in her lone stateside stakes 
appearance. Should get a decent mid-pack stalking trip and McKeever’s 
outfit always point for Keeneland; will provide value at the betting 
windows (6-1 morning line). 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-6-7-3 
 
 
RACE SIX: 
This two-turn maiden heat on the main track has a dearth of early speed 
types over a racetrack that typically is, and has been kind to front-
runners. I don’t think that DANEBURY will be on the front end from the 
break, but I do believe he’ll be closer to the early speed stretching out in 
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this spot. New York–bred colt, exits state-bred company here, but figures 
to need his last start, where he was bumped and squeezed back at the 
start, off nearly a year layoff. $230K yearling purchase is bred to love the 
stretch out; improvement expected at overlaid odds. STAR QUALITY has 
been battling a case of seconditis this year, and her connections add 
blinkers in this spot hoping the equipment change will get her into the 
winner’s circle. She has a license to improve making her second start off a 
freshening, and she’ll appreciate the return to the main track this 
afternoon. Is the proven speed in a faceless race, but he couldn’t get the job 
done at Elis Park two back at sixty cents of the dollar and showed up with 
front bandages last time; formidable but vulnerable at low odds. OUR 
TRACK is a closer that will have to overcome a speed bias and a short 
stretch run, but he hasn’t been worse than third from five starts this year. 
The best start of his career to date was in Lexington and he made up a lot 
of ground in his last start after making his way through traffic. The well-
bred LEOFRIC has improved in each start for patient trainer Neil Howard, 
and he overcame a troubled trip to be a good third in his first start around 
two turns; don’t leave off exotic tickets. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-2-6 
 
 
RACE SEVEN: 
It’s hard to knock CAMMACK’s turf form this year, as the son of Giant’s 
Causeway has reeled off six wins from seven starts, primarily while 
moving up in class—a great training job by the Chris Block barn for a horse 
coming back off a year-plus layoff. Veteran gelding has tactical speed, 
draws the one-hole and has been dead-game is his past six starts. He hooks 
a tough bunch in this spot, but he responds to Marquez Jr.,’s handling and 
is a tantalizing 10-1 on the morning line; value play in a deep field. DUBAI 
SKY is another that likes to win races, having done so in four of seven 
starts lifetime. Candy Ride colt didn’t embarrass himself finishing six and a 
quarter lengths off Ring Weekend when stepping up to Grade 2 stakes 
company in his last start, and he be tighter this time around for Hall-of-
Famer Billy Mott. He has tactical speed to overcome his wide post draw 
and is undefeated with Johnny Velazquez in the boot; very playable. 
ALLIED AIR RAID aired in his turf debut as a tepid favorite in a minor 
stakes race in Louisiana in his latest outing and has never run a bad race. 
Is graded stakes-placed on the main track, and Joe Bravo has been riding 
well in Lexington this meet. ONE TOUCH is capable of jumping up and 
running a big race at long odds, evidenced by his second-place finish to 
stakes winner Za Approval over this turf course last fall at 16-1. Seems to 
be better over firm going and he caught a yielding turf course in his last 
start in Henderson. Recent bullet work at The Thoroughbred Center says 
he’s on his toes; can bolster exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-12-7-9 
 



	 5	

 
RACE EIGHT: 
I’ll give a slight edge to VIVA MAJORCA in this nondescript 
allowance/optional claiming affair going six and a half panels on the main 
track. Gelded son of Tiago has struggled this year and hasn’t had his 
picture taken in over a year, but he drops in class in this spot. Owns some 
back class, as he was only four lengths off the hard-knocking W. B. Smudge 
when last seen in Kentucky; threat from off the pace. CONQUEST BIG E is 
another holding a back-class advantage but, like the top choice, has had 
difficulty finding the winner’s circle this year. Did win his last start against 
allowance company for fun, but that was in the slop, as was his maiden 
score in Lexington. Bullet half-mile breeze in Louisville indicates he sharp 
now, but he’s been nowhere in his last two starts off layoffs; odds will be 
short; mud lark? WAR RIDE partied on entry-level allowance types at Ellis, 
scorching six and a half furlongs in 1:15 flat over a speed-favoring strip, to 
win by open lengths in wire-to-wire fashion. He steps up to next allowance 
condition in this spot and fellow entrant MY JOHNNY BE GOOD also has 
early foot; form could regress off two big efforts and odds will be on the low 
side. SQUADRON A has finished well from off the pace in five of his past six 
starts and is eligible for improvement making his second start off a layoff; 
he may want more ground than six and a half panels. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-3-7 
 
 
RACE NINE— 
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH CHALLENGE CUP PRESENTED BY LANE’S END (G1):  
On paper, the 33rd renewal of the QE2 looks like a chalky rematch of 
Saratoga’s Lake Placid (G2) between CATCH A GLIMPSE and TIME AND 
MOTION. I’ll give a slight edge to CATCH A GLIMPSE our to her perfect two-
for-two record over what can be a sandy Keeneland turf course. Multiple 
Grade stakes winner has lethal tactical speed and will get a ground-saving 
trip under regular rider Florent Geroux. City Zip filly may be better going a 
little shorter than nine furlongs, but she has won a Grade 1 on turf in the 
past going a mile and a quarter; obvious contender. TIME AND MOTION in 
the only horse to have beaten the top choice this year, and she stalked the 
pace in the aforementioned Lake Placid (G2), and gamely prevailed by a 
neck. Bay daughter of Tapit loves nine furlongs on turf and has never run a 
bad race in her career; blowout in :35 flat over the Belmont weeds noted. 
The California invader MOKAT has won her past two starts on the turf by 
open lengths off layoffs, and she was on the wrong end of a blanket finish in 
the Del Mar Oaks (G1) in her most recent outing. Her last three losses have 
come at the Hands of Grade 1 winners Harmonize, Cathryn Sophia and 
Songbird, and this daughter of Uncle Mo is 12-1 on the morning line; 
responds to Desormeaux’s handling; lots to like. Del Mar Oaks winner (G1) 
HARMONIZE hasn’t been able to handle CATCH A GLIMPSE and TIME AND 
MOTION in this past, but she does own a win over the local turf course and 
has never been worse than second on grass at this nine furlong trip. She’s 
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capable of a winning effort off the sidelines and the Mott barn is due to get 
off the duck. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-9-4 
 
 
RACE TEN: 
SPEIGHTSTIME made a mild middle move in his career debut chasing a 
quick half-mile split and came up short over a we-fast track at Churchill 
Downs. Well-bred juvenile figures to move forward in his second career 
start over a fast strip and he draws the rail in this sprint; loving 12-1 on 
the morning line. HE’S MUNNIE has some early foot and will compete over 
a racetrack that has been kind to front-runners. He’s the most experienced 
entrant in the field but could be overlaid odds shipping in from Minnesota; 
exits a quick race facing winners. BELLOWS overcame a slow start to just 
miss by a neck in his career debut at Parx, and this son of Hansen gets 
first-Lasix and a positive rider switch in this spot for Graham Motion, 
whose outfit has been on fire this meet. TAKEOFF is a $550K two-year-old-
in-training purchase making his first start for the Mark Casse outfit. Son of 
Arch sports some sharp works in Louisville and has a gate breeze locally; 
bred to go farther; would want a square price. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-5-6 


