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CHURCHILL DOWNS, FALL 2016 MEET 
Saturday, November 26—RACES 1–6 
 
UPDATE WITH RACES 7–12 TO COME! 

 
RACE ONE: 
RECKLING drops in class after failing to pick his feet up in the Futurity 
(G3) at Belmont in his most recent start, and his form versus live maiden 
allowance company at Saratoga over the summer is solid. Son of Dialed In 
should move forward in his second start off a layoff; choice. BLAME WILL 
ran well when returning to allowance company and is a length and a half 
shy of being undefeated sprinting over “fast” dirt surfaces. The bay son of 
Blame figures to get a good trip stalking the pace under Robby Albarado; 
contender. The Indiana-bred colt CANDY SNATCHER will make his first 
start outside of restricted company, but he has never been off the board 
from three prior starts and was only beaten two lengths and change when 
stepping up to $105K stakes company in his most recent start. He’s 6-1 on 
the morning line; don’t ignore. JERSEY STREET has never been worse 
than fourth in his career, but his form has been suspect since he returned 
to the races off a brief freshening back in September. He didn’t have any 
stretch kick in his lasts start at nearly 6-1 stalking a hot pace; tab for a 
minor award. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-6-1-4 
  
  
RACE TWO: 
The chestnut filly EXCESSIVESPENDING is 8-5 on the morning line, and a 
deserved favorite in this seven-furlong affair, a race in which eight of the 
entrants are first-time starters. Improving daughter of Shackleford stalked 
the pace and was only a half-length off the heavily bet (and apparently 
touted) first-time starter Perfect Wife at Keeneland in her most recent 
start, and she ran as if she will relish the extra furlong in this affair; chalk 
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looks formidable. CHERRY LANE made a solid middle move then tired in 
the stretch in her debut run at Churchill back in the summer, and she 
returns to the races off an extended layoff in this spot. Daughter of 
Pioneerof the Nile out of a Pulpit mare should love the stretch out from five 
and a half to seven furlongs and has a license to improve in her second 
career start; contender off the sidelines. LUCY GOOSEY is a first-time 
starter that sports a sharp work tab over the deep, slow going at The 
Thoroughbred Center in Lexington, where this gray/roan daughter of Into 
Mischief was getting legged-up for the Kenneally barn; worth a look in the 
paddock and post parade. The homebred HIDDEN GARDEN’s recent 
breezes at Keeneland are sharp, including a bullet :47 2/5 half-mile move 
out of the gate in Lexington on November 12. Bay daughter of Discreetly 
Mine is 8-1 on the morning line; more interested as the price increases. 
  
SELECTIONS: 11-8-12-10 
  
 
RACE THREE: 
The Team Block homebred NO BOUNDARIES ran a big race to be second, 
beaten a length and three-quarters for all the money, going a mile and a 
sixteenth on the grass right out of the box. I like the fact that Florent 
Geroux is back for a return engagement, and this gelded son of Fort Prado 
will be tighter in his second career start. He figures to get a good trip on or 
near the early lead from his inside draw; choice. With the scratch of 
MCCORMICK, the also-eligible BROCKTON GEORGE draws into this affair, 
and the well-bred son of Harlan’s Holiday finished second of eight in his 
career debut versus maiden allowance company under the Twin Spires on 
November 6. Juvenile colt fetched $280,000 as a yearling and has a 
license to move forward in his second career start; improvement expected. 
PURE HEART will make his two-turn and turf debut in this spot, and he is 
bred top and bottom to handle the added distance and the surface change. 
Bay colt was only two and a half lengths off McCraken, who is the morning 
line favorite for the Kentucky Jockey Club Stakes (G2) later on the card; 
contender. MASCARPONE makes up half of a formidable uncoupled Dale 
Romans entry, as the late-running son of Hat Trick (Jpn) has run well in a 
pair of prior efforts on the grass, both coming over courses with some cut 
in the ground. He may improve further over “firm” terrain; comes running 
in the stretch drive. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-13-10-11 
  
 
RACE FOUR: 
The speedy SAILOR’S VALENTINE broke her maiden with ease at first-
asking at Keeneland, and she ran credibly in her first start against winners 



	 3	

27 days ago in the $82K Rags To Riches Stakes. Gray/roan filly has enough 
natural speed to overcome her wide post draw and has plenty of room for 
improvement making just her third lifetime start. Bullet half-mile work 
locally in :47 1/5 since her last race noted; choice. VERTICAL OAK has 
never run a bad race and has never been worse than second sprinting on 
the dirt, and she hooked a daylight next-out winner in her first start 
against winners in Louisville back in September. She comes into this heat 
fresh and sports a gap-free work tab since mid-October; contender. 
PERFECT WIFE was live on the tote board in her career debut at Keeneland 
and delivered at short odds right out of the box. Majesticperfection filly 
overcame a wide post draw, stalked the pace and held on for a half-length 
score in 1:10 4/5 in that heat, and she figures to move forward in her 
second career start. She’ll face winners for the first time in this spot, and 
Lanerie opts for the top choice; likely for part, taking a stand against for 
top honors. LIGHTNING DOVE returns to the allowance ranks off a trio of 
lackluster efforts against stakes company in New York and New Jersey, 
and the blinkers come off today. Uncle Mo filly didn’t seem to care for the 
grass in her last start, and she has had troubled trips in two of her past 
three outings. She’s a healthy 8-1 on the morning line; threat. 
  
SELECTIONS: 11-10-5-8 
  
 
RACE FIVE: 
CLEARLY CLAIRE has burned money in her past two starts as the beaten 
favorite, but she is the controlling speed in a race that has a dearth of 
front-running types. Chestnut filly’s best form to date has been on the main 
track, and she returns to the dirt in this spot; gate-to-wire candidate. RING 
ME UP has never been off the board in her career, and she gave a good 
account of herself in her two-turn debut, where she stalked an honest pace 
and finished second of 10, beaten six lengths and change by a daylight 
winner at nearly 13-1. Dialed In filly came out of that heat to post a bullet 
work under the Twin Spires on November 17 in :47 2/5; contender. The 
also-eligible SONG OF SPRING draws into this affair with the scratch of 
DEFROCK, and the daughter of Spring At Last was a good third in her 
career debut going a one-turn mile trip, where she was beaten four lengths 
for all the money. She’s been training forwardly since the debut run; 
improvement expected. JORDAN’S HENNY has demonstrated 
improvement with the addition of blinkers, and she has finished in the 
money in three-of-five starts lifetime. Henny Hughes filly finished two and 
three-quarter lengths to the good of SONG OF SPRING in her last start, but 
she tends to lack a winning move in the stretch drive; likely for part, 
taking a stand against for top honors. 
  
SELECTIONS: 10-12-13-7 
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RACE SIX: 
The well-bred ridgling INSURGENT—he’s by Bernardini out of the fast, 
multiple stakes-winning mare Dream Rush—was all dressed up with no 
place to go n his career debut at Keeneland, where he was boxed-in at the 
quarter-pole and had to steady, yet still managed to finish third of 12, 
beaten five lengths and change for the win at overlaid odds of 10-1. His 
price won’t be nearly as high in this spot, but he has a license for 
improvement making just his second lifetime start; choice. ARKLOW is a 
well-bred daughter of Arch (out of an Empire Maker mare) that is bred to 
relish the stretch out around two-turns and will get Lasix for the first time 
in this affair. Bay colt rallied from off the pace to be third of eight in his 
career debut in Louisville 20 days ago; improvement expected. AIR ON 
FIRE is bred top and bottom to love the stretch out around two turns (by 
Unbridled’s Song out of a Pulpit mare) for the Ron Moquett barn, an outfit 
that is hitting at a 21 percent clip for the meet. He figures to get a good trip 
stalking the pace on the stretch out; blinkers on noted; contender. 
MOHICAN’s best form of late has been on the grass, and he disappointed at 
sixty cents on the dollar in his most recent start on the lawn at Churchill 
27 days ago. He’s bred to handle two turns on the dirt, however, as he’s a 
son of Pioneeof the Nile out of a Cherokee Run mare; can’t eliminate with 
confidence. 
  
SELECTIONS: 11-6-7-3 
 
 
RACE SEVEN: 
TRUE BOOTS set an honest pace and tired in the final stages in her career 
debut going a one-turn mile trip in Louisville 15 days ago. $170K two-year-
old in training purchase tries two turns and turf for the first time in this 
affair, and she’s the controlling speed in a race lacking early zip. She has 
hints of green in her pedigree and can wire this crew; dirt-to-turf angle 
looks live. LA MANTA GRIS ran well in her first start off a layoff over a 
“good” turf course in Lexington, and she figures to move forward off that 
effort in this affair. Lemon Drop Kid filly is bred top and bottom to go two-
turns on the turf (she’s out of a Lasting Approval mare) and came out of 
her last race in good shape judging from her recent bullet half-mile breeze 
in Lexington in :48 flat; improvement expected. REQUESTING is a Giant’s 
Causeway filly out of a Pleasant Tap mare that didn’t care for the dirt in 
her last start and will return to the turf course in this affair. Chestnut filly 
was only a length and three-quarters off the win in her career debut on the 
grass at Indiana Grand, and she’s a tantalizing 10-1 the morning line; has 
the looks of an overlay. JERSEY HEIST gets wheeled back off 10 days rest 
for a crafty barn off a good effort in her career debut, where she broke out 
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at the start and rallied from off the pace to be beaten three and a half 
lengths for all the money at 9-1. She’s another that has some green hues to 
her pedigree, and she’ll be closer to the early pace stretching out; threat 
with a clean start. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-1-8-3 
  
 
RACE EIGHT: 
FLEET DUDE is an oddly named sort for a filly, but this Florida-bred 
daughter of First Dude ran well in a $500K restricted stakes at 
Gulfstream, where she was a length and a quarter off the win for all the 
money in her first start against winners. Chestnut miss comes into this 
heat fresh and turns back in distance; choice off the sidelines. DAWN THE 
DESTROYER ran well in her first start against winners, where she split 
rivals and finished willingly, and she has yet to put forth a poor effort from 
three previous starts. She’s bred to handle the extra furlong; contender. 
DIAL ME has finished in the money in three-of-five starts lifetime, and she 
has hooked some live fields in her past three starts. Juvenile miss should 
be more in touch with the early pace with the equipment change to 
blinkers on and the stretch-out in distance; cannot dismiss with 
confidence. LANEY’s form turned around when she dropped in for a $50K 
tag two starts back, and she ran well in her first start against winners. Like 
the fact that she won her only start at this one-mile trip for fun, and she 
will be fitter with a two-turn race under her belt. She’s 15-1 on the 
morning line; don’t ignore. 
  
SELECTIONS: 3-6-5-7 
 
 
RACE NINE—The Golden Rod (G2):  
We’ll go for a price play in this year’s renewal of the Golden Rod (G2), as 
EVER SO CLEVER (6-1 on the morning line), has never run a poor race 
around two turns on the main track, and she was getting to projected 
favorite DADDYS LIL DARLING two starts back in the muddy Pocahontas 
Stakes (G2). Well-bred filly responds to Ricardo Santana, Jr.’s handling; 
rates a slight edge at a square price. DADDYS LIL DARLING is a deserved 
morning line favorite in this race, and her for has improved since she 
returned from a layoff back in September and stretched out around two 
turns. Bay daughter of Scat Daddy had a wide draw and a wide trip in the 
Breeder’s Cup Juvenile Fillies (G1) in her last start, where she was forced 
out at the quarter-pole; obvious contender. FUN is multiple graded stakes 
placed on the main track this year, and she finished third of 14 in her last 
start facing Grade 1 company in her two-turn debut at Keeneland. She 
comes into this heat fresh for the Ian Wilkes’ barn, an outfit that has been 
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white-hot of late; threat. LOVELY BERNADETTE comes into this affair 
riding a three-race winning streak, and she has retained sharp form while 
moving up in class for Jimmy DiVito, whose outfit is hitting a 43 percent 
strike rate at the meet. Bay daughter of Wilburn is undefeated under the 
Twin Spires; foolish to slight her chances. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-9-8-12 
  
 
RACE TEN: 
GUEST SUITE rallied while wide to be third in his first start against 
winners in the Street Sense Stakes, where he finished five lengths off 
McCraken in his first start against winners. Quality Road gelding has never 
been off the board, is eligible for improvement in the third start of his 
current form cycle and returns to allowance company in this affair; choice. 
RESILIENCY will try winners for the first time, but this Malibu Moon colt 
was ultra-impressive breaking his maiden at first-asking by open lengths, 
and that effort is even more impressive considering that runner-up 
Brockton George ($14.40) came back out of that heat to break his maiden 
earlier on the card. $250K yearling purchase should get a good trip 
stalking the pace under Florent Geroux; major player. CHIEF KNOW IT 
ALL overcame a troubled trip in his most recent start against similar stock 
to finish third of seven, beaten a length and a half for the win at nearly 7-1. 
Gray/roan colt has finished in the money in three-of-four starts lifetime; 
contender. NICE NOT NICE is three-parts of a length from wining his past 
two starts under the Twin Spires, and he’s bred top and bottom to handle 
the stretch out to eight furlongs. Bay gelding figures to attend the pace in 
this spot stretching out in distance, and he’s 12-1 on the morning line; 
useful in exotic wagers. 
  
SELECTIONS: 9-8-4-11 
  
  
RACE ELEVEN—The Kentucky Jockey Club (G2): 
The bay MCCRAKEN is clearly a talented colt, as the son of Ghostzapper 
won a minor stakes race for fun in his first start against winners, an effort 
that is even more impressive considering he was seven-wide at the quarter 
pole. He’ll make his two-turn debut in this spot and should be more in 
touch with the early speed on the stretch out; looks poised to keep his 
undefeated record in tact. WILD SHOT has never been off the board from 
three previous starts, and he was a game third stepping up to Grade One 
company in his most recent outing, where he set a rapid pace and was only 
beaten four lengths by Classic Empire, who came out of the Breeder’s 
Futurity (G1) to win the Breeder’s Cup Juvenile (G1) at Santa Anita in his 
next start. He comes into this race fresh for the hot Rusty Arnold barn; 
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contender. UNCONTESTED ran huge out of the box at Keeneland, where he 
wired a field of maiden allowance types setting rapid fractions to win by 
open lengths, beating next-out winner Untrapped in the process. Son of Tiz 
Wonderful is fast enough to clear this field from his unfortunate wide post 
position draw, and he is sitting on a bullet five furlong move locally in :59 
3/5 in preparation for his stakes debut; threat. JUST MOVE ON’s only poor 
effort around two-turns was over a “muddy” surface at Churchill facing 
Grade 3 stakes company, and he gets wheeled back off short rest in this 
spot. He should get a good trip stalking the pace but gets tested for class in 
this affair; minor award candidate. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-3-12-6 
 
 
RACE TWELVE: 
The finale on the “Stars of Tomorrow II” card looks like a two horse race on 
paper between LOCAL HERO and HOLLOW POINT, and I’ll give the edge to 
the former. Son of Hard Spun ran well in his career debut, where he 
stalked a hot pace and was only beaten two lengths and change for all the 
money in a seven-furlong heat at Keeneland that went in a snappy 1:23 
1/5. $500K juvenile in training purchase should move forward in his 
second career start; choice. HOLLOW POINT finished four lengths off the 
talented colt McCraken in his career debut, a race in which he was favored, 
pressed the pace and tired in the stretch drive. He’s bred to relish the 
extra sixteenth of a mile; contender. INDY HILL will try the dirt for the 
first time in this spot, but is bred to handle the surface change. Son of 
English Channel has some early foot and is 15-1 on the morning line; price 
play on the surface switch. LADAKH has been breezing consistently since 
early September and is bred to sprint. At 20-1 on the morning line, he’s 
worth a look in the paddock and post parade. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-1-6-4 


