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Spot Plays (through 12/26/16): 
10-3-3-0 
30% winners  
60% in the money 
 
SPOT PLAYS: Santa Anita Park 
December 31, 2016
 
RACE FOUR—The Robert J. Frankel (G3) 
(5:00 P.M. Eastern):  
The South American import RYANS CHARM has won an amazing 15-of-25 
starts lifetime (60 percent clip), and she ran huge at 51-1 in her stateside 
debut in the Breeder’s Cup Filly and Mare Turf (G1), where she finished 
sixth of 13, beaten four and a half lengths for all the money. Bay mare has 
won nine of her past 12 starts, and she turns back to a distance at which 
she’s a perfect three-for-three lifetime on grass. Her Breeder’s Cup effort is 
more impressive considering it was her first start off a near five month 
layoff, and she figures to go off at a decent price (4-1 morning line) behind 
projected favorite ARLES (FR); choice. ARLES (FR) has yet to run a poor 
race in the U.S. and is a deserved morning line favorite in this year’s 
renewal of this nine-panel stakes. Consistent daughter of Monsun (Ger) 
has finished in the money in 10-of-11 starts lifetime, but she gave way in 
the shadow of the wire in her most recent outing at Del Mar and was 
beaten a nose as the favorite hooking similar rivals. Jockey Joel Rosario, 
who won a pair of stakes on Monday’s card in Arcadia, is in town for the 
assignment and his mount should appreciate the slight turn-back in 
distance. She has been second in four of her past five starts and is 9-5 on 
the morning line; obvious contender, taking a stand against for top honors. 
KERI BELLE hasn’t had her picture taken in nearly a year, however she 
has been competing primarily in graded takes races and her form turned 
around in her last start when she dropped into restricted stakes company 
at Del Mar back in November. She’s a graded stakes winner over Santa 
Anita’s turf course, and she doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to 
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be a factor. She prefers a bit of cut in the ground and may get it with rain in 
the Los Angeles forecast for New Year’s Eve; comes running in the stretch 
drive. The tactical speedster FRENZIFIED (GB) turns back off her past 
three races and has yet to run a poor race in the U.S. since shipping across 
the pond and getting Lasix. She set a slow, albeit pressured pace in the Red 
Carpet Handicap (G3) in her most recent start, and finished two lengths 
and change off ARLES (FR) after weakening inside the eighth pole off a 
brief freshening. Bay filly will be tighter in her second start off the 
sidelines; hangs on for part with a top effort. 
  
SELECTIONS: 6-4-2-3 
  
 
RACE EIGHT—The American Oaks (G1) 
(7:00 P.M. Eastern):  
I’m not crazy about the wide post draw, but MOKAT looks playable at a 
price in the 15th running of the American Oaks (G1). Daughter of Uncle 
Mo comes into this heat of a 10-week plus layoff, however she’s capable of 
a winning effort off the shelf and was on the wrong end of a blanket finish 
against grade one company in her last appearance on the turf in Southern 
California. She’s eligible for the “non-winners of three lifetime” condition, 
but she has kept top-class company (Time and Motion, Harmonize, 
Cathryn Sophia, Songbird) throughout 2016 and has held her own. I’m 
hoping jockey Drayden Van Dyke will have plenty of time in this mile and a 
quarter event to work out a trip from the 13-hole; value play. The East 
Coast invader SASSY LITTLE LILA is the lone entrant in the field to have 
previously won going a mile and a quarter on the turf, and this daughter of 
Artie Shiller has never put forth a poor effort for the high-percentage Brad 
Cox outfit. Bay miss seems to be at her best on the front-end, and she 
figures to be an early pace factor in this spot stretching out from a mile and 
a sixteenth race in her last start. Like the fact that she has retained sharp 
form while ascending in class, and jockey Luis Saez has been riding well of 
late on the East Coast. She still has room for improvement in the third 
start of her current form cycle; contender. SHEEZA MILKY WAY hasn’t 
been seen at the races since May 7 but she is capable of running a winning 
race off the sidelines and was only a half-length off morning line favorite 
STAYS IN VEGAS when last seen on the weeds in Arcadia. Bay filly had a 
rough trip over “yielding” terrain in her only off the board effort over the 
local course, and trainer Eurton sent out Betty’s Bambino to win the grassy 
San Simeon Stakes (G3) on Monday off a 22-month layoff. She’s a 
tantalizing 12-1 on the morning line; cannot eliminate with confidence. 
STAYS IN VEGAS has only managed one win from six starts in 2016, but 
she has been keeping top class company and is coming off a very game 
effort in the Matriarch (G1) at Del Mar, where she was beaten a head for 
all the money in her first start against older horses. Chestnut daughter of 
City Zip is the class of the field, is a scant head shy of being undefeated on 
the turf at Santa Anita and has finished in the money in an impressive 10-
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of-12 starts lifetime. She sports a versatile running style and can be placed 
anywhere, but she stretches out to a distance at which she’s unproven and 
isn’t bred to handle the added ground. She has room for improvement 
making her second start off the sidelines; likely for part, taking a stand 
against for top honors at projected underlaid odds. 
  
SELECTIONS: 13-6-10-2 


