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Spot Plays (through 12/31/16): 
11-3-3-0 
27% winners; 55% in the money  
 
Spot Plays: Santa Anita Park 
January 7, 2017 
 
RACE SEVEN—The Sham (G3) 
(6:30 P.M. Eastern):  
TERM OF ART’s only off the board effort from five prior starts was in the 
Breeder’s Cup Juvenile (G1), where he was brushed at the start and had to 
steady at nearly 91-1, and he’s coming off an impressive win in the Cecil B. 
DeMille Stakes (G3) over a “good” racetrack at Del Mar. Like the fact that 
the runner up in the Del Mar heat, Vending Machine, came back to win the 
Eddie Logan Stakes in Arcadia on December 30, and this well-bred son of 
Tiznow (his dam is a full sister to G1 winner Mr. Sidney) has never missed 
the exacta from three previous outings going eight furlongs on dirt. Late 
running colt figures to get quick splits in front of him on which to close, as 
the presence of AMERICAN ANTHEM, GORMLEY and BLABIMIR will 
ensure an honest early pace. He’s 5-1 on the morning line; has the looks of 
an overlay. GORMLEY is the lone grade one winner in the field and his 
chances were compromised in the Breeder’s Cup Juvenile (G1), where he 
bobbled at the start and retreated. He figured to have gained some 
seasoning on Breeder’s Cup day, has had time off since that effort and he 
won the FrontRunner Stakes (G1), aptly in wire-to-wire fashion, over the 
highly regarded Klimt in his two-turn debut. Bay son of Malibu Moon is 
quick, but not as quick on paper as BLABIMIR, who will break to his 
outside, and AMERICAN ANTHEM, who breaks to his inside, has a 
comparable early lick. The race shape from a pace perspective will 
compromise his chances and he’s 8-5 on the morning line; likely for part, 
taking a stand against for top honors. AMERICAN ANTHEM is a $435,000 
son of Bodemeister that broke his maiden at first-asking as the chalk at Del 
Mar for trainer Bob Baffert, whose outfit is off to an uncharacteristically 
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cold start at the current meet in Arcadia. Bay colt got a great trip stalking 
a hot pace and just got up in the shadow of the wire in the maiden score, 
and he steps up in class in this spot while hooking winners for the first 
time. He’s a low 9-5 on the morning line, will try two turns for the first time 
and will likely get caught up in the early pace scramble on the stretch out; 
hangs on for part with a top effort. COLONEL SAMSEN is riding a two-race 
winning streak coming into this affair, the most recent of which coming in 
a minor stakes at Golden Gate over synthetic going. Bay gelding will try the 
dirt for the first time in this spot, however he’s bred, top and bottom, to 
handle the surface change. Son of Colonel John gets first-time Lasix and 
attracts the services of Flavien Prat; bolsters exotic payoffs.  
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-1-4  
 
 
RACE NINE– The San Gabriel (G2) 
(7:30 P.M. Eastern):  
The French-bred FLAMBOYANT (FR) won last year’s edition of the San 
Gabriel (G2) at 46-1 and rates a slight edge in this year’s competitive 
renewal of the nine furlong turf affair. Bay gelding won two-of-seven starts 
in 2016 competing exclusively in grade one or grade two stakes company, 
and he has an affinity for Santa Anita’s turf course having won three-of-
eight starts lifetime on the grass in Arcadia. He figures to move forward in 
his second start off the sidelines, and he has run big the past two times he 
has turned back in distance to a mile and an eighth trip. He’s a tantalizing 
6-1 on the morning line; can defend title at square odds. RING WEEKEND is 
a grade one stakes winner over Santa Anita’s turf course, and the 
millionaire leads this field in career earnings. Chestnut son of Tapit had a 
solid 2016 campaign competing against top class company, and he was 
game when defeating a good field in the Seabiscuit Handicap (G2) in his 
most recent start. He stretches out to a distance at which he has won two-
of-three starts lifetime on grass, and he figures to be close to the early pace 
on the slight stretch out. He’s the class of the field and a deserved favorite; 
contender. A RED TIE DAY is the horse for the course in the field having 
won four-of-seven starts lifetime on the weeds in Arcadia, and he was only 
two and a half lengths behind RING WEEKEND at 20-1 in the Seabiscuit 
Handicap (G2) in his most recent start. He should appreciate the slight 
stretch out to nine furlongs, and he bested fellow entrants PERFECTLY 
MAJESTIC and TWENTYTWENTYVISION in the restricted Lure Stakes two 
starts back when last seen on Santa Anita’s turf course. Lightly raced 
seven-year-old should get a good trip stalking the pace under veteran rider 
Corey Nakatani, and his turf form has been formidable since he returned 
from a layoff last summer at Del Mar; threat. The ultra-consistent 
TWENTYTWENTYVISION hasn’t been seen at the races since last October, 
however he’s capable of running a big race off the shelf and has finished in 
the money in 14-of-14 starts lifetime. Son of Pollard’s Vision has run well 
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in his past two starts on grass at a mile and an eighth trip, and he is a 
length and change from winning his past three turf starts against stakes 
company. On the down side, he was on the wrong end of a blanket finish in 
the Lure Stakes, finishing behind A RED TIE DAY and PERFECTLY 
MAJESTIC at even money, and his lone win in 2016 came against minor 
stakes company at Golden Gate. Have to admire his consistency, but he 
tends to come up short in graded stakes races; likely for part, others look 
better for top honors. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-11-7-9 
 
 


