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Spot Plays (through 2/11/17): 
35-9-4-3 
26% winners; 45% in the money  
 
Spot Plays: Santa Anita Park 
February 12, 2017 
 
RACE FOUR—The San Felipe Stakes (G2) 
(5:00 P.M. Eastern): 
Even though the field is small, this year’s renewal of the San Felipe (G2) 
attracted a well-matched group of five three-year-olds—it promises to be a 
good betting race. I’m giving a slight edge to AQUAMARINE, who, like four 
of the other five entrants in the field, will be facing winners for the first 
time in this spot. The chestnut son of Gemologist broke his maiden at first-
asking over a “muddy”, sealed racetrack in Arcadia, where he stalked a hot 
pace, got the lead at the sixteenth-pole and drew away. Trainer Bob Baffert 
has won this race a record nine times, and his charge has been razor-sharp 
in the A.M. since the maiden score. 3-1 morning line odds are legit, as 
BATTLE OF MIDWAY and ILIAD will take a lot of action at the windows, 
and this colt seems to have some tactical speed which will serve him well in 
a race where all the entrants have similar running styles; choice. The bay 
colt BATTLE OF MIDWAY pressed a swift :21 3/5 quarter-mile and made 
all the pace for a half-mile clocked in :44 2/5 before drawing off to break 
his maiden right out of the box by open lengths in 1:09 flat over a “wet-
fast” strip at Santa Anita 22 days ago. He appears to have the best early 
lick on paper and may set a pressured early pace, however he proved he 
could put away rivals early in his maiden win and, like the top choice, has 
plenty of room for improvement making the second start of his current 
form cycle. Jockey Mike Smith always seems to be on a “live” horse in 
graded stakes races in Southern California; major player. Former Baffert-
trainee ILIAD will make his first start for trainer Doug O’Neil, who sent out 
Kentucky Derby Presented By Yum! Brands (G1) winner Nyquist to win 
this race last year, and this bay ridgling will return to the races in this 
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affair off a near two-month freshening. Son of Ghostzapper rebounded from 
a lackluster career debut at Del Mar at 5-1 odds with a sharp six-furlong 
maiden win at Los Alamitos, where he stalked the pace and drew off to win 
by three and a half lengths in a snappy 1:08 1/5. He sports a gap-free work 
tab since mid-January for his new connections; contender. In comparison 
to the rest of the field, it took LAW ABIDIN CITIZEN a while to break his 
maiden, however he does have the most race experience of any entrant in 
the field. Twirling Candy gelding showed improvement when getting 
blinkers three starts back, then aired for trainer Mark Glatt in his most 
recent outing when the hood came off. I’m not crazy about the one-hole 
coming out of the chute, but he’s the lone entrant in the field with a prior 
money finish going seven-eighths and he responds to jockey Jamie 
Theriot’s handling. He should go postward at a better price than his 6-1 
morning line odds; has the looks of an overlay.  
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-5-1 
 


