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Spot Plays (through 2/18/17): 
39-10-5-3 
26% winners; 46% in the money  
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RACE SEVEN—The Razorback Handicap (G3) 
(5:09 P.M. Eastern): 
The veteran campaigner BLUE TONE’s form has improved since he 
returned from an extended layoff last summer at Del Mar, and the gelded 
son of Birdstone seems to like an “off” track judging from his game wire-to-
wire win under pressure in the San Gabriel (G3) at Santa Anita in his most 
recent start over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack. If you draw lines through his 
effort in the $100K Harry F. Brubaker Stakes at Del Mar, which he figured 
to need off a 90-day layoff, and his effort in the Native Diver (G3), where 
he bobbled at the start and lost all chance, his form looks pretty salty. Like 
the slight turn back to this mile and a sixteenth trip, a distance at which he 
has finished the money in six-of-seven starts lifetime. He’ll be a pace factor 
from the opening bell over a projected soupy track that may be unkind to 
closers; choice at a square price. No doubt, GUN RUNNER is the class of the 
field and is clearly the horse to beat on paper, however, if he goes 
postward, will likely have to make his 2017 debut in the “slop”—a surface 
he doesn’t appear to care for—off a near 90 day layoff over an unfamiliar 
racetrack. Chestnut colt’s connections were contemplating scratching if 
the track came up “sloppy” but, at press time, the son of Candy Ride was 
still entered. He won the Risen Star (G2) at Fair Grounds last year off a 
similar layoff, and he is sitting on a pair of uncharacteristically quick 
workouts for trainer Steve Asmussen, which indicates he’s sitting on “G” 
looking at “O”. He has dangerous tactical speed and has won three-of-four 
starts lifetime going a mile and a sixteenth over a “fast” strip, but with a 
possible Dubai trip on the back burner and a projected “off” track to deal 
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with, today seems to be the day to try and beat him; obvious contender, 
taking a stand against for top honors. DOMAIN’S RAP has won 50 percent 
of his past 12 starts, and he loves Oaklawn Park, having won five-of-seven 
outings lifetime in Hot Springs. Illinois-bred is a perfect two-for-two in 
2017, as he knocked out a pair of races locally, including a $125K stakes 
two starts back, by a combined total of five and a half lengths. Veteran 
nine-year-old can handle an “off” racetrack, sports a versatile running 
style and is eligible for improvement making the third start of his current 
form cycle; threat at a square price. The hard-knocking gelding 
HAWAAKOM has finished in the money in nine of his past 12 starts and is 
coming off a gritty win in the mud in a minor stakes at Fair Grounds. Late-
running son of Jazil was no match for GUN RUNNER in the Clark Handicap 
(G1) two starts back, but he did split the field in that race despite having to 
steady on the backstretch. Chestnut is at his best going a mile and a 
sixteenth on the main track, and regular rider Miguel Mena is in town 
from New Orleans for the riding assignment. Seven-year-old sports a 
reliable closing kick, and is eligible to move forward in his second start off 
the shelf; comes running in the stretch drive. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-2-5   
 
 
RACE NINE—The Southwest Stakes (G3) 
(6:09 P.M. Eastern): 
UNCONTESTED ran the field off their collective feet the local prep for the 
52nd running of the Southwest (G3)—the $150K Smarty Jones Stakes—
beating four rivals (ROWDY THE WARRIOR, CU RAHY, WARRIOR’S CLUB 
and PETROV) that he will face again in this mile and a sixteenth contest. 
Speedy son of Tiz Wonderful will have to deal with other front-running 
types and anticipated quick early splits, but jockey Channing Hill is an 
underrated judge of pace, and his mount carved out fractions of :46 1/5 
and 1:10 3/5 before winning by open lengths in his most recent outing. 
Like the fact the he has had over 30 days between starts off the big effort 
over a “sloppy, sealed racetrack, and he still has a license to move forward 
in his second start off a freshening. He’ll be extra salty if forecasted rains 
hit the Hot Springs area before post time and while his odds will be low, 
we’re hoping for the 3-2 range, which is worth a weighted win play; choice. 
Graded stakes placed LOOKIN AT LEE will make his three-year-old debut 
off a three-month plus layoff in the 2017 renewal of this mile and a 
sixteenth affair, however the son of Lookin At Lucky owns a back-class 
advantage and exits a pair of grade one heats. Bay colt has been first or 
second in four-of-six starts lifetime and was the recipient of wide post 
draws in his past two starts, the most recent of which coming in the 
Breeder’s Cup Juvenile (G1) where he rallied from off the pace to be fourth 
of 11 from the 12-hole at 30-1, beaten 12 lengths for all the money by 
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Classic Empire. He figures to be closer to the early pace in this spot under 
Santana, Jr., as he comes into this race fresh and gets an inside post draw; 
contender. PETROV was no match for the top choice in the Smarty Jones, 
but the gray son of Flatter didn’t embarrass himself and has yet to put 
forth a poor effort thus far in his career. He demonstrated his mettle 
finishing a game second hooking minor stakes company at Aqueduct in his 
first start against winners, and he figures to get a good trip stalking an 
honest pace in this spot under jockey Jose Ortiz, Jr., who is back for a 
return engagement. 5-1 morning line price seems realistic; cannot 
eliminate with confidence. The improving Tapit colt SILVER DUST will 
make his first start against winners in a fairly deep graded stakes race—
not a great betting angle—however the $510,000 two-year-old in training 
purchase demonstrated a nice turn of foot to win a competitive maiden 
allowance race at Churchill Downs going a one-turn mile trip last fall. Gray 
colt was only beaten four lengths and change for the win in his career 
debut in Louisville, finishing fifth of 11 despite breaking slow and getting a 
wide trip. Like the fact that jockey Corey Lanerie is in from South Florida 
to ride, and his mount is bred to handle the stretch out around two turns. 
He’s definitely worth a look in the paddock and post parade; likely overlay. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-8-2 
 
 


