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Keeneland Race Course: Spring Meet 2017 
Eighth Day: Wednesday, April 19 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. Eastern 
Meet Stats to date: 68-17-10-9; 25% winners, 53% in the money 
 
 
RACE ONE 
Trainer Wesley Ward has won three of the four two-year-old races to date 
at the meet, and his barn will lead over the $90K First Defence colt 
NUCLEAR OPTION in this four-and-half furlong sprint. Maryland-bred has 
a turf-route oriented pedigree (he’s out of an After Market mare), and he 
only has a single published work from the gate. On the plus side, this outfit 
leads babies over that are race-fit to go a tick over a half-mile, have plenty 
of gate schooling, and are ready to fire right out of the box. Jockey Julio 
Garcia has been in the boot for all three of the barn’s two-year-old winners 
at the tilt, and Ken and Sara Ramsey—who have scaled back their racing 
operations—are overdue for a win in Lexington. He’ll break running; play 
against at your own peril. MUGROSITO scratched out of a maiden 
allowance affair on opening day in favor of this spot, and trainer Marco 
Castaneda’s barn has knocked out a couple of these baby races in the past 
at double-digit odds at Keeneland and Churchill Downs. This gray, gelded 
son Haynesfield has fired three consecutive sharp three-eighths moves 
over the traditionally deep going at The Thoroughbred Center in 
Lexington, the most recent of which was in :35 flat. Jockey Jack Gilligan 
does a decent job getting one out of the gate and is at his best on front-
running types; contender. BREAKIN DAYLIGHT gets an unfortunate post 
draw, as the rail is not the place to be for a first-time starter, especially 
coming out the chute. That said, this $80K son of More Than Ready has 
been training forwardly in Lexington for Hall of Famer Steve Asmussen, 
whose outfit is more than capable of getting a horse ready to pop at first-
asking. He’s another whose pedigree leans toward the turf side, as he’s out 
of a Sadler’s Wells mare; threat. TEN CITY, a $12,000 yearling purchase by 
Run Away and Hide, is sitting on a pair of sharp local gate breezes for 
trainer Kenny McPeek, whose outfit won this past Saturday’s Stonestreet 
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Lexington Stakes (G3) with Senior Investment ($24.20); worth a look in 
the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-1-6  
 
 
RACE TWO 
10-time winner CROOKED AS CAN BE last had his picture taken in 2014, 
and the eight-year-old has only made two starts since, the most recent of 
which coming off a near year layoff—not the kind of info that inspires one 
to leap up and run to the betting window. On the positive side, he didn’t run 
poorly off a 16-month layoff in a nine-furlong, $7,500 starter event in Hot 
Springs, and his last race, off a near 12-month hiatus against restricted 
company, was on the grass (he’s better on dirt) where he finished behind a 
pair of next-out winners while under a strong hold presumably because he 
was rank. Additionally, he drops in for a dime in this heat and turns back 
to a distance at which he is a perfect four-for four. He’ll handle this light 
field if he’s right, but that’s the x-factor; rates top billing nonetheless. The 
high-percentage Robertino Diodoro outfit hasn’t had much luck from 
limited starters in Lexington thus far, and CAROUSE, a gelded son of 
Curlin, takes a significant class drop to try and get the barn off the schneid 
in this spot. Five-year-old is better on turf, however he was only three 
lengths and change off the win facing open $40K rivals in the mud at 
Oaklawn Park three starts back, and he probably hasn’t seen this soft a 
field since his days in Arizona. The wide post draw is detrimental, but he’s 
a closer that can drop over before the first turn, get covered up and make 
one run; class drop makes him a factor. WAR POINT has never missed the 
trifecta for his new connections, as his form was rejuvenated when trainer 
Brian Michael put blinkers back on in his first start off the claim. His best 
recent form has been on Polytrack at Turfway, however he has finished 
second in his past three starts on dirt. It’s worth noting that Copus, who 
beat him in his past two starts, was fifth, beaten five and three-quarter 
lengths at nearly 14-1, against a salty $7,500 starter allowance field at 
Keeneland last Friday. I like the turn back from a mile and a quarter to a 
mile and a sixteenth; synthetic-to-dirt angle looks playable. RAKEITIN is 
eligible for the “non-winners of three lifetime” condition, however he has 
finished in the money in eight of his past 11 starts on Polytrack and turf. 
He was fourth-of-nine against arguably tougher adversaries when facing 
open $12,500 claiming stock in his last start at Turfway, and he was 
extremely wide at the quarter-pole in that heat. He fits in this spot for a 
dime; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-5-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The third on Wednesday’s card is a competitive turf maiden allowance heat 
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for fillies and mares going a mile and a sixteenth, and I’ll take a shot with 
probable longshot MISS SHAWHAN, who is a much better filly on the 
weeds but has been limited to Polytrack and dirt starts over the winter due 
to her barn’s Central Kentucky home base. Bay daughter of Notional was a 
diminishing length and change off the win facing straight maidens on the 
Matt Winn turf course at Churchill Downs last November, and her form did 
a 180 degree turn for the better when she first tried turf in Indiana, as she 
just missed the win by a neck while splitting rivals at the three-sixteenths 
pole at odds of nearly 63-1. Her price won’t be that high in this spot, but 
she is 10-1 on the morning line and will provide value at the windows, as 
this is a fairly competitive race; choice, at a square price. The lightly raced 
four-year-old FUERZA has yet to put forth a poor effort from two prior 
starts on turf, and she figures to get a beautiful, ground-saving stalking 
trip under jockey Javier Castellano from her inside post draw. Well-bred 
daughter of War Front out of a Distorted Humor mare was a game third, 
beaten a length for the win, in her first race off a near three-month layoff 
in her most recent start in South Florida, and she will be tighter in her 
second start off the sidelines in this spot; contender. NO FAULT’s form 
improved this winter when she made the lateral shift into trainer Victoria 
Oliver’s barn and competed with blinkers at Tampa Bay Downs and 
Gulfstream Park. Blame fillies’ lifetime turf form over “firm” ground is 
solid, and she re-rallied after getting shuffled back in her last start to finish 
on the wrong end of a photo finish for the win, and she beat FUERZA three-
parts of a length in the process; threat. QUALKRIS benefited from some 
time off and a surface change, as this $450K daughter of Malibu Moon took 
a liking to the grass in New Orleans, overcoming rough trips in a pair of 
outings against maiden allowance types to finish a solid fourth—beaten 
three lengths and change for the money—and a game second at nearly 20-1 
off a five-month plus layoff. He’s eligible for improvement in the third start 
of his current form cycle; contender. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-1(part of entry)-5  
 
 
RACE FOUR 
VITAL is a bay son of Shanghai Bobby that fetched $160,000 as a yearling, 
hails from the top two-year-old outfit of Wesley Ward and is owned by high-
profile connections. His lone public breeze is a solid half-mile move from 
the gate at Keeneland eight days ago, and jockey Julio Garcia has been the 
barn’s go-to man for “live” juveniles at the meet. It’s difficult to pick 
against the chalk in this spot; rates top billing. BAYTOWN LEX ran a big 
race on debut for the Paul McEntee barn, whose outfit has been active at 
the entry box in baby races thus far at the meet, and this gelded son of 
Giralamo has the huge advantage over a majority of the field in that he has 
race experience under his belt. He gets wheeled back off 12 days rest, but 
he made a solid move after stalking a :22 3/5 opening quarter-mile in the 
debut run and will be tighter this go-around; major player. ORBATRON is a 
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$100,000 son of Kentucky Derby (G1) hero Orb out of a Smart Strike mare 
that is bred top and bottom to go a route of ground on the main track, 
however he’s been training forwardly for the high-percentage Steve 
Asmussen barn. Jockey Corey Lanerie booted home the two-year-old Flat 
Drunk ($6.20) in the first race at Keeneland last Thursday; threat. Trainer 
John Hancock already has a juvenile winner at the meet, and his barn 
sends AMBERSPATRIOT—one of two fillies (SUN DRESS is the other) 
entered in this spot. Bay daughter of Awesome Patriot sports an extensive, 
relatively gap-free public work tab, has sharp local gate works and attracts 
the services of Paco Lopez, who can hustle one out of the gate and is at his 
best on front-running types; demands your attention in the paddock and 
post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-3-9 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
HEARTSPOKE figures to get a great trip stalking quick early splits in this 
turf sprint and should get first crack at the dying speed at the quarter-pole. 
Daughter of Arch beat a pair of next-out winners when she broke her 
maiden at first-asking last summer at Arlington, and she ran twice to be 
third in a $100K stakes at Saratoga in her first start against winners, as 
she gamely kept finishing with interest despite clipping heels at the 
quarter-pole. She returns to the races off an eight-month layoff for the 
high-percentage, Chicago-based Larry Rivelli barn, an outfit more than 
capable of getting one ready to fire fresh. She’s not as quick as FLATTER 
UP on paper but was tractable enough to rate at a five and a half furlong 
trip in her most recent start. I like the three-furlong blowout in :35 1/5 at 
Arlington four days ago; contends off the layoff. PRINCESS LU LU hasn’t 
been seen at the races in four months, and she gets an unfortunate wide 
post draw in this turf sprint, however she has never missed the trifecta 
from three prior turf outings, and she broke her maiden in a turf sprint at 
Arlington last September. Jockey Joel Rosario is winning races at a 
healthy 26 percent clip at the meet, and trainer Michael Stidham’s outfit 
has a 20 percent strike rate for the year to date. The wide draw is a 
concern, but she will love turning back in distance; contender. The speedy 
FLATTER UP is the proverbial “speed of the speed” in this race, is minor 
stakes-placed on the main track but will be making her turf debut in this 
spot. Daughter of Flatter out of a Benchmark mare has hints of green in 
her pedigree (sire has the graded turf stakes winner Flatlined) but her 
pedigree is more suited to the dirt, and she will get at least token early 
pressure from TEXAS MUSIC, PRISS, LOLA’S THE ONE and JERSEY 
HEIST. The slight turn back to a five and a half furlong trip works in her 
favor but the race shape from a pace perspective does not; hangs on for a 
minor award with a top try. SPELLKER will face winners for the first time 
in this spot, but the daughter of City Zip is bred to sprint and was only a 
length off the fleet of foot Morticia in her last turf sprint start off the shelf, 



	 5	

and that rival came back to finish second at 34-1 against a very tough field 
in the Appalachian Stakes (G3T) in Lexington on April 13. Chestnut filly 
has never missed the exacta from three prior turf sprint starts going five 
panels, and she acts as if she’ll relish the extra sixteenth of a mile. 
Consistent filly has been first-or-second in five-of-six lifetime starts and 
should get a great stalking trip in this heat; can’t eliminate with 
confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-12-7-3 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The front-running Macho Uno filly KIRBY’S PENNY will make her first 
start off the claim in this spot and catches a field devoid of early speed. 
Four-year-old gets a favorable inside post draw with a short run to the first 
turn in this one-mile main track affair, and she won’t have to deal with any 
comparable speed breaking to her outside. She obviously likes the dirt, as 
she decimated a weak field in a $20K conditioned claiming race on opening 
weekend in her main track debut by 10 lengths, rattling off splits of :22 
2/5, :45 4/5 and 1:10 2/5. She stretches out around two-turns for the first 
time but is bred to handle the extra terrain, and she’s a full second (4 
lengths) faster than the next quickest rival in this heat on paper for the 
first quarter-mile. She’s in jail and has to run for a higher claiming price to 
run back in 12 days, but she catches a light crew in this spot. She looks 
gone, gate-to-wire; play of the day. DEE DEE BERTIE drops into the 
conditioned claiming ranks off a pair of subpar efforts against allowance 
company on Polytrack at Turfway, though she will return to her preferred 
surface—dirt—in this spot. She has finished first-or-second in three of her 
past four main track route races, and she won her last dirt start off a layoff 
at Keeneland. On the down side, both her wins have come in wire-to-wire 
fashion in races where she has been allowed to dictate a moderate pace, 
and she won’t make the early lead in this heat; chases the top choice in a 
“conveyor-belt” race. RACEY REECEY made short work of an entry-level 
allowance field in Ohio in her most recent start, where she caught a 
“muddy” racetrack that she likes and won by open lengths. She’s at her 
best from seven-furlongs to a mile on the main track and slides into 
conditioned claiming company in this spot; stalks the pace, gets a minor 
placing. PRINCESS DROSSIE returns to the races off a four-month plus 
hiatus, and her best form of 2016 was against suspect conditioned 
allowance company in Ohio. She did run well in her last start off a layoff at 
Belterra Park, broke her maiden for a $30K tag at Keeneland last spring 
and jockey Joe Bravo was in the boot for the maiden score; tab for a minor 
award.  
 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-4-2 
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RACE SEVEN 
SURGICAL STRIKE is a grade three stakes winner on “yielding” turf at 
Arlington, and he has run some big races on “firm” ground in the past 
including a good third behind top turf campaigners Camelot Kitten and 
Beach Patrol in last year’s American Turf (G3T) at Churchill Downs. Closer 
will get an honest pace in front of him to set up his late kick with the likes 
of TURBO STREET (AUS), TALE OF FANCY, and SECURITY RISK 
assimilated in this spot, and he was on the wrong-end of a photo finish for 
the win when he was last seen on the Keeneland weeds, finishing a length 
and three-quarters to the good of fellow entrant DRAGON BAY in the 
process. He has finished in the money in five-of-seven starts without 
blinkers and the hood comes off today; gets the nod. SPECIAL OPS has 
finished in the money in four-of five starts lifetime at this mile and a 
sixteenth trip on turf, and he made a solid move from off the pace facing 
grade two stakes company on grass in New Orleans in his last start, his 
first in a tick over two months. Bay son of Big Brown cruised through his 
first two allowance conditions with ease in New Orleans, will get pace to set 
up his late kick and will be tighter making his second start off the sidelines. 
He looks “live” returning to allowance conditions, although this is a deep 
“three other than” heat; major player. ARTIES SILVER MINE turns back to 
a distance at which he’s a perfect one-for-one after putting forth a solid 
effort in the mile and three-eighth Red Smith Handicap (G3T) at Aqueduct, 
where he finished fourth of 11 at 20-1, beaten three lengths and change for 
all the money. Bay Artie Schiller gelding hasn’t been seen at the races 
since last November, however he has won his past two starts off the shelf 
by a combined total of five and three-quarter lengths, and he figures to get 
a ground-saving trip on the hedge under Julien Leparoux. He’s another 
late running sort that will benefit from an anticipated honest early pace; 
contender. The free-wheeling bay TALE OF FANCY figures to in the midst 
of a quick pace for this mile and a sixteenth trip on grass, but the five-year-
old son of Tale Of Ekati can get game when hooked, evidenced by his past 
two allowance wins over the inner turf configuration at Belmont Park and 
in his last start (even though the pace was slow) against classified 
allowance types in South Florida. He has won three of his past five starts 
going a mile and a sixteenth on “firm” terrain; threat in a contentious race. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-2-9 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The connections of FAT DADDY are throwing the proverbial kitchen sink 
at this bay gelding looking for a reversal of form, as he drops in for a tag 
and tries the dirt for the first time while returning to the races gelded and 
with blinkers. Trainer Brad Cox’s outfit is winning at a 27 percent clip for 
the year and this Gemologist gelding showed some early foot in the debut 
run going a mile and a sixteenth on turf, where he was bumped not only 
coming out of the gate, but also at the quarter-pole. He has been training 
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forwardly locally and attracts the services of Joel Rosario; choice. 
SHYSTERMEISTER demonstrated minor improvement in his last start off 
a layoff facing $30K maiden claiming types on the turf at Fair Grounds, 
and this will be his main track debut, a surface he is bred (by Bodemeister 
out of a Pleasant Colony mare) to relish. He had a wide trip in his career 
debut and got jostled about at the three-sixteenths pole in his latest outing. 
He’ll be tighter in his second start off the sidelines and should improve 
with a clean trip; turf-to-dirt angle playable. NETELA ran well against 
$30K maiden claiming company in Lexington last fall, where he was third 
of eight over a “wet-fast”, sealed track, beaten three and a half lengths for 
all the money at 11-1. On the down side, he failed to beat a horse in a small 
field at low odds for a quarter in his first start of 2017, he’s a five-year-old 
that’s making his third career start and he has had gate issues in both 
previous races; needs a clean, uneventful start. AGENTMULDER clearly 
didn’t care for the turf in his most recent race, and this son of Munnings 
will stretch out around two-turns on dirt for the first time in this spot. His 
debut run on the main track was uninspiring, as he finished third of four, 
beaten 15 lengths for all the money. He did lose all chance in that race 
when he spotted the field several lengths at the start after breaking a step 
slow, and he figures to be more in touch with the early pace in this spot on 
the stretch out; best efforts yields a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-5-6     
  


