
	 1	

 
THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Keeneland Race Course: Spring Meet 2017 
Tenth Day: Friday, April 21 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. Eastern 
Meet Stats to date: 85-22-13-12; 26% winners, 55% in the 
money 
 
 
RACE ONE 
13-time winner SUGAR CUBE is an honest as they come $5,000 starter 
horse and while technically she steps up to the $16K starter ranks in this 
heat, it is a weak bunch assembled and she has more than likely been 
hooking tougher company lately in Hot Springs. Bay mare is a model of 
consistency, having finished first-or-second in eight of her past ten starts, 
and she has finished in the money in 21-of-35 starts lifetime. She has 
never hit the board in Lexington and there isn’t a lot of early pace in here 
to set up her late move, but she doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds 
to be a factor and is a nose shy of winning her past five races with James 
Graham in the irons; the class of the field. SEEMS A FORTUNE figures to be 
forwardly placed early in this affair from her wide post draw in her second 
crack at a mile and a sixteenth distance, and she’s eligible for 
improvement making the third start of her current form cycle. Bay filly 
only beat one horse in her most recent start stretching out and stepping up 
in class, but she bobbled at the break in that race and was only beaten a 
length and change for all the money in a blanket finish. If she’s able to 
repeat her form from last spring and summer at Churchill, where she was 
competitive in the $40K starter ranks, she will be salty, however the mile 
and a sixteenth distance is the concern, as her best prior races have been 
in sprints; contender. KNOCKOUT GIRL has finished in the money in four-
of-six lifetime starts on the main track, and will return to the dirt in this 
spot off an honest winter campaign on Polytrack at Turfway. I like that she 
has retained honest form while moving up in class, and she has a versatile 
running style. She has flashed early speed on dirt in the past and may do 
so in this spot from her rail post draw, and she won her last start off a 
layoff; useful in exotic wagers. YEARNING lost all chance when she was 
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slammed at the start in her most recent outing at Turfway when stepping 
up to conditioned allowance company, however both her previous wins 
have come over a synthetic surface at Turfway against lesser adversaries. 
She was 16 and three-quarter lengths off the win in her last main track 
appearance; tab for a minor placing. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-1-2 
 
 
RACE TWO  
The Phipps Stable homebred SAIL AHOY looks to have this compact field 
over the proverbial barrel in the second on Friday’s card, a soft entry-level 
allowance heat going a mile and an eighth on the main track. Bay ridgling 
seemed to have benefitted from the two months plus vacation, as he came 
back to the races to be an honest third against “a other than”, optional 
$25K claiming types at Gulfstream. Trainer Shug McGaughey thought 
enough of this son of Bernardini to run him in graded stakes company as a 
juvenile, he’ll be tighter in his second start off the sidelines and is sitting on 
a “bullet” half-mile move at Belmont four days ago in :48 2/5 which should 
have him tuned-up for this heat; choice. OUR TRACK’s form against 
winners has been sketchy, but I’m inclined to throw out the last start, 
which he probably needed off a near four-month layoff, as he hooked a 
next-out winner and ran without blinkers. He’s more effective with the 
hood and it goes back on today, and he had to deal with December Seven—
cut out to be a nice horse—in his first start against winners. He likes 
Keeneland and will be tighter in his second start off the shelf; lots to like. 
HANDY CANDY has been one-paced late in his past couple of starts at 
Tampa Bay Downs, but he will get blinkers for the first time in this spot. 
Five-year-old hasn’t had his picture taken since 2014 and his 2016 form 
was terrible, however he has managed to string together a pair of nice 
efforts in Florida. His form has improved since he stretched out, returned 
to the main track and the front bandages were removed. He catches a light 
field; best effort yields minor award. HOWELL MOUNTAIN will try winners 
for the first time in this spot, exits a slow race over Polytrack at Turfway 
and has never finished better than fourth on the main track. On the 
positive side, he’s a well-bred Bernardini colt that has a license to improve 
in his second start off a layoff, and he was only beaten two lengths and 
change by a next-out winner at Monmouth when he was last seen in a two-
turn dirt race; on the fringes.  
 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-3-1 
 
RACE THREE 
The versatile tactical speedster FRONT POCKET MONEY is a grade three 
stakes winner sprinting on dirt and has never missed the trifecta from four 
previous outings going short on turf. Furthermore, the gelded son of Uncle 
Mo dead-heated for third, finishing a length and change off the win, against 
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a very tough bunch in last fall’s Woodford Stakes (G3T) at nearly 14-1 
when he was last seen at this five and a half furlong trip on turf in 
Lexington. He returns to the races off a five-month layoff, but he ran well 
in a minor stakes sprinting on the inner turf course configuration at 
Belmont in his last start off the sidelines. Trainer Steve Asmussen won 
yesterday’s second race with the two-year-old first-time starter Buy Sell 
Hold ($12.60) and jockey Javier Castellano knocked out three races on the 
Thursday program in Lexington; major player. The late-running SHADOW 
ROCK has all 10 lifetime wins at this five a furlong trip on turf, and the 
veteran son of Distorted Humor will get an honest pace in front of him in 
this turf sprint to set up his late kick with the likes of TELL ALL YOU 
KNOW, CHOCTAW CHUCK, TIA FLOR, EXPECTED RULER and LATENT 
REVENGE all assembled in this spot. Seven-year-old endured a tough 12-
race campaign last year and figures to benefit from the near two-month 
freshening, and trainer Mike Maker is long overdue to get off the duck at 
the current tilt. His current form sprinting on grass outside of stakes 
company is solid; comes running in the stretch drive. UNDRAFTED is 
another closer than will benefit from an expected rapid early pace in this 
turf sprint, and he’s a grade two stakes winner over the Keeneland lawn at 
this five and a half furlong trip. Chestnut slides into classified allowance 
company in this spot after competing exclusively in stakes races in his 
past 12 starts, and jockey Joel Rosario has been excellent on the turf this 
meet and is one of the best finishers in the game. The race shape from a 
pace perspective works in his favor; contender. The fleet-of-foot LATENT 
REVENGE tends to break running and figures to be in the midst of a rapid 
pace early, however he’s capable of reeling off :21 and change, :44 and 
change splits and hanging around at the wire. His effort two starts back 
where he was a neck off the hard-knocker Green Mask in the $75K 
Bonapaw Stakes illustrates his mettle; hangs on for a minor award with a 
top try. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-8-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The talented filly OUR MAJESTY crossed the finish line in front only to be 
disqualified for lugging in when facing winners for the first time in the 
$150K Purple Martin Stakes at Oaklawn, where she gained valuable 
seasoning, and she broke her maiden at first-asking in Hot Springs back in 
early February by open lengths in 1:10 1/5. Bay daughter of 
Majesticperfection is bred to love an off track should rains set in, and she 
proved she could rate a bit in the maiden score. She has plenty of room for 
improvement making the third start of her current form cycle; choice. 
RUNWAY DOLL returns to allowance company off a seven-month plus 
layoff in this affair and creeps back into the allowance ranks off a 
lackluster effort against grade one company in last summer’s prestigious 
Spinaway Stakes (G1) at Saratoga. She’ll appreciate turning back to a six 
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furlong trip in this spot and moves up with any moisture in the racetrack, 
as she broke her maiden right out of the box by 13 and a half lengths over 
a “sloppy”, sealed surface; contender. CHAMPAGNE PROBLEMS broke her 
maiden going seven furlongs in Lexington last fall, and while she has 
shown little against winners thus far, I’m throwing out her last start where 
she was outclassed in the Davona Dale (G2), and she bobbled at the start 
and was wide facing a pair of next-out winners in her first start of 2017 
against allowance company. She acts as if she will appreciate turning back 
to a six-furlong trip, and she gets blinkers for the first time in this spot; 
improvement expected. UNCHAINED MELODY broke her maiden on debut 
at Gulfstream in gate-to-wire fashion in a six-furlong race that went in a 
slow 1:12 1/5, and she will face winners for the first time in this spot. She 
doesn’t figure to make the early lead, as WHITE GOLD, RUNWAY DOLL and 
OUR MAJESTY are all quicker on paper, but she does attract the services 
of the hot-riding Javier Castellano. She must rate to be a factor; minor 
award candidate. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-2-6 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
STORMIN MACLEAN looks like the “speed of the speed” in a race in which 
there aren’t a preponderance of front-running types, and he attracts the 
services of Paco Lopez, who can hustle one out of the gate and is an 
excellent judge of pace. Bay colt will try the dirt for the first time but is 
bred top and bottom to relish the surface change, and he didn’t run poorly 
in the debut effort sprinting on the turf at Gulfstream. He was two lengths 
off a quarter-mile in :21 2/5 and in the hunt after a half-mile in :43 2/5 in 
his first start and stretches out a furlong and change in this spot, factors 
which should see him set the pace in this six and a half furlong sprint; turf-
to-dirt angle looks strong. STRAIGHTAWAY MAY ran well in his only 
previous dirt start, where he finished with interest into quick splits in a 
$75K maiden claiming heat at Gulfstream Park last December. Chestnut 
son of High Cotton returns to the races as a gelding, and he acts as if he will 
appreciate the slight stretch out in distance. The Ward outfit sent out the 
impressive turf allowance winner Bound for Nowhere ($13.80) on 
yesterday’s program; contender. HICKORY ISLAND is an improving 
chestnut colt that hooked a next-out winner in his debut run in Arkansas, 
and he woke up when dropped in for a $40K tag in his most recent outing 
in Hot Springs. Majesticperfection colt has plenty of upside, is eligible to 
move forward in his third start off the sidelines and acts as if he’ll relish 
the extra sixteenth of a mile; threat. UNSTABLED was the beaten favorite 
he his most recent start going a one-mile trip at Fair Grounds, and he has 
had issues at the gate in two of his past four races. He’ll be tighter in his 
second start off a freshening, and I like that he’s cutting back in distance to 
a sprint; tab for a minor award. 
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SELECTIONS: 5-9-6-2 
 
 
RACE SIX 
I touted SAKONNET in his last race at Keeneland 12 days ago and see no 
reason to jump ship this afternoon. Scat Daddy colt hooked an honest 
group of maiden allowance types in his last start, where he finished 6 and a 
quarter lengths behind daylight winner Yoshida, overcoming a tardy start 
and a wide trip in the process. Chestnut broke from the 11-hole last time 
and will get a ground-saving trip on the hedge under Florent Geroux in this 
spot, and he’ll be tighter in his second start off a layoff; rates top billing. 
SENTRY split a field of 10 on debut in a two-turn turf race at Gulfstream 
back in early March, and he comes into this heat fresh for the Shug 
McGaughey barn. Well-bred Smart Strike colt out of a Danzig mare will 
likely improve in his second career start for a patient outfit that likes to 
race their charges into shape. Improvement expected; major player. 
ROYAL RUSE is bred top and bottom to love the grass (by Hat Trick (Jpn) 
out of a Royal Academy mare) and will make his career debut for Hall of 
Fame trainer Jonathan Sheppard off a series of stamina-oriented works 
exclusively on the grass in Camden, South Carolina, including a six-panel 
move in 1:13 1/5 five days ago. He demands your attention in the paddock 
and post parade and is 15-1 on the morning line; “live” longshot. FINDLEY 
ISLE has been bumped around at the gate in both previous starts and while 
he only finished in front of three horses in his most recent race, he was 
only beaten three and three-quarter lengths for all the money in his first 
start with blinkers. He has a license to move forward in his second start off 
a layoff, and it’s encouraging (and interesting) that top SoCal-based rider 
Mike Smith is named to ride; in with a shot at a square price with a clean 
break. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-9-7 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
COORS LUTE was an honest third in his first crack at winners off a layoff in 
his most recent start, where he sat off a quick pace and posted a mild bid in 
the lane to finish third, beaten four lengths for the money against $50K 
starter allowance company in South Florida. $125K son of Midnight Lute 
will stretch out around two-turns for the first time in this affair, is bred to 
handle the added distance and will be tighter in his second start off the 
sidelines. He’ll be forwardly placed on the stretch out and the pace will be 
honest in this main track route race, but this is a light bunch for this class 
level at Keeneland; formidable. PHAT MAN set a quick pace and caved in 
when last seen on the main track, however that was in the Lecomte Stakes 
(G3) at Fair Grounds over a “muddy”,  sealed racetrack. Munnings colt 
broke his maiden in New Orleans in the slop by open lengths for a $30K tag 
and his form improved when he dropped into $30K starter allowance 
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company in his last race in New Orleans over a “good” turf course. He’s a 
front-runner in a race heavy with early speed types but this isn’t a tough 
$50K starter affair; turf-to-dirt angle playable. EQUATOR and is a late-
running sort that will benefit from a projected quick early pace, however 
his prior form has been consistently inconsistent, though he improved in 
his most recent outing in Hot Springs when he dipped into the starter 
ranks, overcame a slow start and gamely rallied to get up in the shadow of 
the wire. Negatives include he’s a $400K son of Bodemeister that broke his 
maiden at Remington, and he didn’t pick his feet up in his last start off a 
layoff. I’m not crazy about the eight-hole, but he’s a closer that can flop out 
the gate, drop over, get covered up and make one run. The race shape from 
a pace perspective works in his favor; threat. SPARTY BOY aired when he 
dropped in for a $50K tag for the first time and stretched out to an eight-
furlong trip at Fair Grounds, however that one-mile heat went in a 
pedestrian 1:40 3/5, and he will face winners for the first time in this spot. 
He’ll try a mile and a sixteenth for the first time as well; more interested as 
the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-8-6 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The multiple graded stakes turf filly OUTSIDER ART drops into allowance 
company for the first time in 10 starts and will be making her four-year-old 
debut off a five-month layoff for Hall of Famer Jonathan Sheppard. 
Daughter of Five Star Day was only beaten a length and change in last 
spring’s Appalachian Stakes (G3T) over the local course when she was last 
seen at the races off a similar layoff. She owns a clear back-class 
advantage, is undefeated in turf sprints and turns back in distance off her 
past 10 starts. She will get honest splits in front of her to set up her late 
kick, even if jockey Julien Leparoux decides to stalk the pace, which this 
filly has done in the past sprinting on grass. She’ll be plenty fit, as 
evidenced by her lone, stamina-oriented move—six furlongs on the turf in 
1:13 1/5— in Camden, S.C. five days ago; play of the day. LAMONTAGNE 
has failed to menace in her past two starts against “two other than” 
allowance company, however one of those efforts was over undulating 
ground at Kentucky Downs, where she finished two lengths and change off 
eventual stakes winner Triple Chelsea, and she hooked a next-out winner 
when beaten two and a half lengths for the money last November at 
Belmont. Gray mare is capable of running a big race fresh, has been first-
or-second in eight-of-12 turf starts lifetime—primarily going short on the 
weeds—and jockey Joel Rosario has been nails on turf this meet. She 
possesses dangerous tactical speed; contender. MOST BEAUTIFUL (GB) is 
a group three stakes winner at the Curragh in Ireland, and this bay 
daughter of Canford Cliffs (Ire) is graded stakes placed stakes sprinting on 
turf down the hill at Santa Anita. It has been a long time between drinks 
for the bay, as the last time she had her picture taken was in the summer 
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of 2015, but she’ll appreciate the class relief dropping into allowance 
company and she’s a closer in a field loaded with early speed; rallies for a 
share of the purse in the stretch drive. MISS GOSSIP (IRE) made up a ton 
of ground from off the pace while wide when turning back to a turf sprint in 
her most recent start and while she steps up to face “two other than” 
allowance company, she was only beaten a length and change in the 
Pucker Up Stakes (G3T) at Arlington last year facing a deep field. Bay 
fillies’ stateside form has been honest and the race sets up for her; don’t 
ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-10-11 
 
 
RACE NINE—The Hilliard Lyons Doubledogdare (G3) 
On paper, the 2017 renewal of the Hilliard Lyons Doubledogdare (G3) is a 
two-horse race—especially since it scratched down to a four-horse field—
between the hard-knocking bay mare LADY FOG HORN and the sharp 
Uncle Mo filly UNBRIDLED MO. I’ll give the edge to the deserved morning 
line favorite UNBRIDLED MO, as she figures to sit just off pacesetter DEAR 
ELAINE, have first-crack at that rival at the quarter-pole, then have 
enough left in the tank to hold off the late challenges of LADY FOG HORN 
and POWER OF SNUNNER. Bay miss has annexed five-of-seven starts 
lifetime including three stakes and is a perfect five-for-five on dirt at this 
mile and a sixteenth trip; choice. The Indiana-bred LADY FOG HORN is as 
honest a mare that you will find, and she had a big 2016 for trainer Tony 
Granitz, winning five-of-seven races including the Falls City Handicap (G2) 
last fall at Churchill Downs. Bay daughter of Zavata got away from the gate 
poorly in her first start of 2017 off a four-month plus layoff and had to 
steady down the backside in a small, six-horse field, enough trouble that it 
probably cost her the win. I like the fact that she gets reunited with regular 
rider Albin Jimenez, and she will be tighter in her second start off the 
shelf, however she figures to have to finish into soft splits and the top 
choice should get the jump on her at the head of the lane. She gets wheeled 
back off short rest; looks second best. The seven-year-old POWER OF 
SNUNNER has shown some early lick on the main track in the past, but has 
settled and fired in a trio of starts for her new outfit. She has held her own 
against graded stakes company in her past two starts at Oaklawn Park 
facing tougher company than she hooks in this spot. She has room for 
improvement in her third start of her current form cycle and attracts the 
services of jockey Mike Smith; tab for a minor award. DEAR ELAINE is the 
controlling speed of the race on paper, always a good betting angle, 
especially in a small field. On the down side, she gave way after setting a 
clear, moderate pace in her last start off a near-four-month layoff, finishing 
a length and a half off LADY FOG HORN against allowance company. She 
has finished in the money in 60 percent of her lifetime starts and will 
tighter this go-around, but looks to be a cut below the other in class; has 
the looks of an also-ran. 
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SELECTIONS: 5-2-1-3 
 
 
RACE TEN 
REFRACTIVE pressed a quick :21 4/5 opening quarter sprinting on the turf 
in his career debut, and the son of Gemologist looks like he’ll be all alone on 
a clear early lead in this spot stretching out around two-turns for the first 
time. I like that he broke from the 10-hole in the debut run and gets the 
hedge today. He’s 10-1 on the morning line and can steal this race on the 
front-end, as there aren’t a lot of front-running types signed on in this spot; 
choice, gate-to-wire. MAKEAMERICAGREAT figures to get a good trip 
stalking the pace in what may turn out to be the proverbial chase-around 
in this afternoon’s nightcap. Street Cry (Ire) colt has hooked some 
“sneaky-good” maiden allowance fields that have included the likes of 
Convict Pike, Cowboy Culture and Ventry Bay in the past, and he’s better 
on turf; Polytrack-to-grass angle looks playable. KITTEN’S SOLUTION has 
been the beaten favorite in both his prior starts, the most recent of which 
coming at Turfway at 80 cents on the dollar. He’s another that will make 
the lateral move from synthetic-to-turf in this heat and, being by Kitten’s 
Joy out of a Pulpit mare, should love stretching out around two-turns on 
the weeds for the first time; contender. ON JOHN’s best past form has been 
on dirt, but he was probably facing tougher maiden allowance company on 
the grass in South Florida, and he gets a positive rider change to Julien 
Leparoux; best effort yields a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-11-10  
 
         


