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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Fourth Day: Thursday, May 4 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 30-9-4-6—30% winners; 63% in 
the money 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
 
RACE ONE 
FIRSTRATE PROPOSAL had to have needed her last start off a 16-month 
layoff, where she split a field of eight and was beaten 10 lengths for the win 
by a next-out winner. She was one-paced late in that heat, but she takes a 
class drop this afternoon for trainer Wayne Catalano, was bumped around 
at the start in her last race and will be tighter for sure making her second 
start off an extended layoff. The off track is a concern, but I like Exchange 
Rate fillies and she’s bred to handle the mud; choice on the drop against a 
weak crew. Front-running CYCLONE BETTY was bred for speed in 
California by trainer Bruce Headley—a fine conditioner of sprinters—and 
will be making her third start off the shelf for trainer Chris Hartman. She 
failed to improve when dipping in class in her most recent start in 
Arkansas, but she figures to be forwardly-placed over a muddy racetrack, 
chasing the runoff, quitting speedster DIRECTIONER. The “off” track is a 
bit of a concern, but there are no world-beaters in this heat; contender. 
SHAMELESSFI has never hit the board in six prior starts, but she 
demonstrated minor improvement before she was stopped on when 
dropping down to this class level and wearing blinkers for the first time. 
Trainer Greg Foley won yesterday’s opener with Full Heart ($4) and 
already has a pair of wins early in the meet; threat. RUNAWAY BRIDE has 
retained lackluster form while dropping down in class but has been 
freshened up and should get a decent trip stalking honest early fractions; 
hangs around for a minor placing with a top effort.  
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SELECTIONS: 2-3-1-6 
 
 
RACE TWO 
AFLEET JAY has improved in a pair of starts while moving up in class off 
the claim for the high-percentage Tom Amoss barn, who sent out Because 
It’s Time ($9) to win yesterday’s nightcap, also with jockey Corey Lanerie. 
It’s worth noting that there was a distinct rail bias on yesterday’s card, but 
that can more than likely be discounted as the track was “fast” on 
Wednesday, but will not be today. I like that the gray will step up in 
conditions but slide down in price, and he has good form in the mud; major 
player. SKY WONDER is a late-running sprinter that ran a deceptively 
good race in his last start, considering it was his first-crack at “non-
winners of three lifetime” company, he endured a rough trip and was only 
beaten four lengths for all the money. He has three money finishes from 
four lifetime starts at Churchill to his credit; contender.  PATRIOTIC 
AMERICAN has improved in each start thus far in 2017 and has run well 
in two of his past three starts off a layoff. His past form is a little dicey in 
the slop, and his lackluster lifetime record in Louisville is reason for 
concern, but he gets a positive rider switch to Julien Leparoux, has 
finished in the money in five-of-11 lifetime starts and should get a good trip 
stalking the pace; contender. HEAT ROAD is the likely pacesetter in this 
heat, and it’s encouraging that the blinkers come off, as his past form with 
the hood is horrendous. He has retained dull form while dropping in class, 
his best form is on a synthetic surface and he has a pronounced tendency 
to be bankrupt in the lane after making the early pace; hangs around for a 
minor award with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-4-6 
 
 
RACE THREE 
There is a lot of early speed signed on in this $30K conditioned claiming 
sprint, and BLAZE STAR figures to get a great stalking trip and pick up the 
dying speed at the quarter-pole. Archarcharch filly will wear blinkers for 
the first time, as she has failed to produce a winning finishing move in her 
past three starts, but she creeps down in class, likes the slop and may not 
have cared for the racetrack at Keeneland in her last start. She has been 
first-or-second in three-of-five starts this year and is at her best at this 
three-quarter mile trip on the main track; airs in the mud. GREELY’S 
COMET is a late-running bay mare that will benefit from anticipated hot 
early fractions in this race as MICHAELSLITTLEALLY is a blazing fast turf 
sprinter with no dirt form and the free-wheeling TIMIDO wants to be 
prominent early as well. She’s eligible for improvement making the third 
start of her current form cycle and the race sets up or her; comes running 
in the lane. MIA BELLA ROSA won her only prior start for a tag and like 
GREELY’S COMET, she’s a closer in a speed-laden field, always a good 
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betting angle. She didn’t fire in the slop in her last start, which is a reason 
for concern, but the class drop works in her favor; threat. HEAVENLY 
DAZE’s overall form is pretty sketchy, however she like Churchill Downs, 
having been first-or-second in two-of-three lifetime starts under the Twin 
Spires, and she likes a racetrack with some moisture in it, which she will 
get today. She’s 6-1 on the morning line; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-2-8 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
CHA MONO takes a marked step down in class, loves Churchill Downs and 
will get a great trip stalking a hot pace as JOHNNY U, SMALL FORTUNE 
and GOLDEN MOON all want to be on or near the early lead in this 
competitive open claiming sprint for a quarter. Chestnut gelding is capable 
of running a big race off the sidelines, has never been off the board on a wet 
racetrack and has never been in this cheap. Trainer Greg Foley’s outfit is 
off to a good start at the young meet; rates top billing. The Chicago-invader 
FLEET GOLD DIGGER is a hard-knocking six-year-old son of Not For Love 
that is sharp right now, having won his past three starts—albeit against 
lesser stock—and he ran well his last outing at Hawthorne while stepping 
up in class. He’s a consistent fellow that has finished in the money in an 
impressive 13 of his past 19 starts, though his lackluster zero-for-10 
lifetime numbers under the Twin Spires send up red flags. He’s a little 
cheap for this bunch, but the veteran plater shows up to run every time; 
contender. MORNING BUZZ will make his first start off the claim for Hall of 
Famer Steve Asmussen, whose outfit wins at a high percentage in this 
particular scenario. Gelded son of Congrats will be tighter in his second 
start off the shelf and is another who will benefit from a quick early pace. 
It’s doesn’t hurt that he likes Churchill, having been first-or-second in four-
of-nine lifetime outings in Louisville; threat. JOHNNY U will be in and 
amongst a hot early pace, but he has shown he can rate off the speed and 
finish in the past, and I like the rider change to Paco Lopez, who is at his 
best on front-runners. He struggled over the winter in the allowance and 
starter allowance ranks in Philly, however, and has faltered in his last two 
starts off the shelf. He returns to the races off a three-month plus hiatus in 
the spot for trainer Kelly Breen; tab for a minor award.  
 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-1-2 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
DAME FORTUNE drops in class for the Tom Amoss barn and will 
appreciate turning back in distance to the one-turn sprint, as the bay Into 
Mischief filly finished with interest versus straight maidens in the mud at 
Delta Downs two starts back the lone time she has gone short on the main 
track. She hooked a next-out winner in her last start for a $50K at Fair 
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Grounds; contends on the drop. KEEP YOUR DISTANCE hasn’t been seen at 
the races in nearly five months, but the gray daughter of Concord Point 
takes a stout class drop from maiden allowance company to this $30K 
maiden claiming spot this afternoon for trainer Joe Sharp. The best effort 
of her career to date was with blinkers, and the hood goes back on today, 
and she has been training forwardly at Keeneland in preparation for her 
2017 debut; threat in her first start for a tag. SHOWREEL (GB) woke up 
when she was dropped in for a $35,000 price tag in her most recent start 
in South Florida, and trainer Brendan Walsh is coming off a solid 
Keeneland meet and already has a win at the current tilt. English-bred 
daughter of Showcasing (GB) has never been on dirt, but she may take to a 
main track with some moisture in it. At this writing, the main track 
surface is “fast” in Louisville, but more rain is expected throughout the 
afternoon. She has improved in each start off the layoff; turf-to-dirt angle 
payable. Trainer T.D. Vance seemed to have found a level at which SIMPLY 
GREAT can be competitive, as the chestnut filly’s form improved when she 
hooked maiden $30K types in her most recent race in Arkansas. She has 
faced a trio of next-out winners in her past two starts in Hot Springs, gets 
blinkers for the first time and is eligible for improvement making the third 
start of her current form cycle. Love the rider change to Corey Lanerie, 
and his mount is 6-1 on the morning line; likely overlay.   
 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-10-3 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The Irish-bred WHAT’S IN A KISS (IRE) ran well in her stateside debut for 
trainer Paul McGee at Gulfstream back in late January, where she 
overcame a slow start and rallied to be third in her first start off a six-
month layoff. Chestnut daughter of Fast Company (Ire) has finished in the 
money in four-of-five turf starts lifetime, would probably relish a little cut 
in the ground and has yet to run a bad race in her career. She was 
competitive at high-end meets in France, and I like that she has a two-turn 
race under her belt; rates top billing. PRUDENCE hasn’t fared well over the 
Matt Winn Turf Course in the past, however if one throws out her start 
two-back off an extended layoff, her form is fairly salty against winners. I 
like that she has improved in each start off the layoff for Rusty Arnold, and 
she was second to a nice Juddmonte Farm Euro-import trained by Chad 
Brown—Grand Jete—in her last start at Keeneland. She has finished in the 
money in six of her past seven starts on turf; threat. WESSEX was the 
beaten chalk in her last start, where she flattened out in the lane and was 
beaten a length for all the money by the longshot Pour Girl, an honest turf 
mare that loves Keeneland. Juddmonte homebred has lacked a decisive 
finish in her past three starts but trainer Bill Mott employs blinkers for the 
first time in this spot, and this well-bred gray mare is stakes-placed at this 
mile and a sixteenth trip on the weeds. The wide post draw is a killier, 
however; figures for part, taking a stand against for top honors. BE MY 
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BABY finished a length and three-quarters off PRUDENCE in her first start 
off a layoff and against winners three weeks ago, and she will be tighter 
making her second start off a freshening in this affair. Bay daughter of 
Artie Schiller out of a War Chant mare is bred top and bottom to love the 
grass, and she beat a next-out winner when breaking her maiden on debut 
in South Florida this winter. She’s another whose chances will be 
compromised by a wide post draw, but she has plenty of upside making just 
her third career start; improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-12-11 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The bay colt PROVIDENCE has never been in this cheap and catches a 
suspect group of $50,000 maiden claimers in this heat. I’m a little 
concerned that the blinkers didn’t help in his last race, but he was only 
beaten a scant neck for the win for a $75K tag when he was last seen in 
Louisville, and he may have been struggling with the racetrack in Hot 
Springs over the winter. Note the late rider change from Luis Contreras to 
Corey Lanerie; gets the nod. HEAVY ROLLER will make his first start off 
the claim for veteran trainer Bobby Barnett, whose outfit has made the 
most of limited opportunities in 2017. Chestnut Malibu Moon gelding ran 
well right out of the box for trainer Wesley Ward for a $20K tag in 
Lexington 21 days ago, as he overcame a troubled trip and finished second, 
beaten less than two lengths for all the money. He steps up in class but has 
a license to improve in just his second career start, not to mention his new 
connections must not have found much wrong with him to come right back 
on the rise; contender. The Louisiana-bred DEADLY RULER has managed 
to finish second in all four of his previous races, and he ran well against 
open company—albeit for a $15K tag—in his only prior start at Churchill 
Downs. Game son of Roman Ruler steps out of restricted company, but 
catches a soft field and he’s a resilient sort that has overcome trouble in 
three of his four career starts to date and run well; threat. TOUGH STUFF is 
one of two first-time starters going postward in this heat, and he sports an 
extensive gap-free, public work tab. Trainer Brad Cox’s numbers with 
horses making their first start in the maiden claiming ranks are 
surprisingly low, but this Country Day colt demands your attention in the 
paddock and post parade; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-4-5 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
It’s difficult not to like CONTROL STAKE, he’s fast, draws the rail and is the 
controlling speed in this six and a half furlong sprint. Bay son of Discreetly 
Mine was haltered by his new connections for $50,000 two starts back and 
gave a good account of himself on the rise off a layoff in his last start at 
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Keeneland 26 days ago. He’ll be tighter in his second start off a layoff, has 
placed in an impressive 15-of-17 lifetime outings and has run very well at 
Churchill Downs in the past. He’s quicker on paper than MAYOR MAC and 
TARPY’S ZAPPER; choice, gate-to-wire. SHARP ART is a hard-knocking son 
of Sharp Humor that has an affinity for Churchill Downs and tends to run 
well on racetracks with some moisture. He’s a tick cheap for this field, but 
he does drop out of a grade three stakes race at Oaklawn Park that went in 
a snappy 1:08 1/5, and he beat a tough field of open $50K types under the 
Twin Spires last fall. His versatile running style will suit him well in this 
spot, and he has finished in the money in 10 of his past 13 starts. He’s a 
healthy 12-1 on the morning line; likely overlay. LUNA DE LOCO will make 
his first start off the claim for trainer Brad Cox, whose barn wins a high-
percentage in this type of situation. He steps up in class and will test the 
Churchill Downs strip for the first time, but he’s capable of running a huge 
race at a square price and moves up with any kind of moisture in the 
racing surface; threat. TARPY’S ZAPPER is quick, but he’s not as fast as 
the top choice on paper and he gets a wide post draw in this affair. Bay 
Ghostzapper colt freaked in his most recent start, where he broke a step 
slow then was engaged in a heated two-wide duel in :23 2/5, :44 1/5 and 
1:08 2/5 before he drew off to win by open lengths in a swift 1:21 3/5. On 
the down side, he takes his first crack at “two other than” allowance 
company and will hook up with CONTROL STAKE, who breaks from the 
rail, if he’s on the bridle from the opening bell; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-4-9 
 
 
RACE NINE—The Opening Verse 
The French import BLACK SEA (FR) is multiple group three stakes-placed 
in Europe and will be making his first start in nearly nine months for the 
Chad Brown stable, whose outfit wins at a high-percentage with horses 
making their stateside debut while getting Lasix for the first time. Bay son 
of Dubai Destination has three of his four lifetime wins on synthetic 
surfaces but his stakes placings were on grass and he will appreciate 
turning back in distance to this mile and a sixteenth trip. He may be a start 
away from his best effort but is 4-1 on the morning line and it’s difficult to 
ignore anything this barn leads over in turf races; choice. THATCHER 
STREET loves the Matt Winn Turf Course, having won four of his five 
lifetime races on the grass in Louisville. Bay son of Street Sense figured to 
need his last start off an extended layoff, and he won the River City 
Handicap (G3T) when he was last seen on the local course defeating fellow 
entrant and archrival PLEUVEN (FR) in the process. He’ll love turning 
back to a flat mile trip in this spot, and he beat PLEUVEN (FR) on the 
square in this race last year. He’s the course for the course in this heat; 
major player. PLEUVEN (FR) is a consistent son of Turtle Bowl (Ire) that 
has placed in 13-of-17 grass starts lifetime, and he can handle a wide-range 
of distances and course conditions. He couldn’t handle THATCHER STREET 
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in last year’s River City Handicap (G3T), but he has beaten that rival in the 
past and finished two lengths and change in front of him in his last start 
against a stakes-caliber classified allowance field at Keeneland. He may 
want a little more ground than a flat mile, but he shows up every time and 
likes this turf course; foolish to slight his chances. ONE MEAN MAN is an 
eight-furlong turf specialist that has won four-of-six starts lifetime going a 
mile on the weeds and has annexed his past three turf starts at this 
distance, two of those efforts coming in stakes races. He kept top company 
as a three-year-old, has been improving thus far in 2017 and is 12-1 on the 
morning line; “live” longshot. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-8-12 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Kentucky Juvenile 
The flashy gray filly BUY SELL HOLD ran one of the fastest juvenile races 
at the recently concluded Keeneland meet, where the daughter of Violence 
broke running from a terrible post draw (one-hole), cleared the field 
leaving the chute and won for fun. I’m not crazy about the wide post draw 
in this spot or the quick two-week turnaround, but she’s clearly a filly with 
a lot of ability; gets the nod in a wide-open affair. MCERIN is another who 
was razor-sharp on debut in Lexington 22 days ago, as the chestnut son of 
Trappe Shot overcame a poor start, jumped into the bridle and never 
looked back to win by open lengths. He will likely move forward in just his 
second career start, has all kinds of upside and hails from the barn Wesley 
Ward, whose outfit boasts precocious juvenile stock. He’ll break running; 
major player. AMBERSPATRIOT ran a professional race on debut for 
trainer John Hancock, whose barn is coming off a huge Keeneland meet. 
Bay daughter of Awesome Patriot rated and split rivals in the debut score 
in Lexington, and she acts as is she’s tractable enough to settle and finish 
in a race loaded with early speed; contender. GO CHIVA GO is another who 
demonstrated some moxie in her debut run in Lexington, as she bulled her 
was through rivals and finished with interest at 22-1, although well behind 
fellow entrant and top contender MCERIN. I like the rider switch to Joe 
Rocco, Jr.; improvement expected at a price. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-3-7 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
In a originally scheduled for the turf race that was decimated with 
scratches, I’ll give the nod to the bay Union Rags filly UNION WAY, who has 
never been on the main track before, but is bred to handle the surface 
change for trainer Rusty Arnold. She has a license to improve in her 
second start of the shelf; turf-to-dirt angle playable. The money burning 
HARKNESS has finished second in three of her previous five starts and 
was well-beaten in her first start for trainer Billy Mott in her last race at 
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Keeneland. She has been the beaten favorite in her past three starts and 
blinkers haven’t been the answer; looks second best once again. LOOKS 
SUPER has horrendous dirt form, but does have a money finish on the 
main track against maiden allowance company at a two-turn trip in Hot 
Springs. A repeat of that effort makes her a contender in this odd race; 
threat. BERNADREAMY should improve in her second career start and is 
bred to handle the surface change. The slight turn back in distance works 
in her favor and she will be fitter this time; comes running in the lane for a 
minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-11-2-12 


