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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Fifth Day: Friday, May 5 
Post Time: 10:30 A.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 41-11-8-8—27% winners; 66% in 
the money 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
 
RACE ONE 
PAGEANT MATERIAL looks like a solid play in the first half of the early 
double, as the well-bred gray filly by Bernardini out of a Distorted Humor 
mare will run without blinkers today, and she has put forth a pair of solid 
efforts in her past two starts without the hood. I like that she turns back to 
this one-turn mile setup, and she has finished in the money in five-of-six 
starts lifetime going eight furlongs on the main track. She was fourth in 
her only prior start in the slop but had traffic problems at the three-
sixteenths pole, and she ran like she handled the “off” going, as she was 
beaten only three lengths and change for the win; gets the nod. SONG OF 
SPRING didn’t seem to care for the turf and was overmatched in a $50,000 
minor stakes at Fair Grounds in her last start, and she was third behind a 
nice filly in Valadorna the last time she competed in the allowance ranks. 
She has a prior money finish at this one-turn mile trip under the Twin 
Spires, and she has been freshened up for this race by trainer Neil Howard. 
She has four solid breezes in her since her last start, but the slop is the x-
factor; fires fresh. LOOM has been stuck in this condition for some time, 
gets a poor post draw coming out of the chute and is zero-for-four lifetime 
in Louisville. On the positive side, she may be a bit better on the main 
track, she got hooked in a pressured pace duel from the outset and still 
managed to finish third in her only prior start on a sloppy track, and she 
finished with interest the last time she was seen going one-turn mile trip at 
Churchill Downs; contender. STREET BIZ has finished in the money in 
three-of-five lifetime starts and has improved with Lasix and blinkers. She 
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has been attending the pace in some fast races in Hot Springs, will stretch 
out two furlongs in this heat and, as such, figures to break running and be 
the controlling speed in this affair. C ISLANDSURPRISE has shown some 
speed at this trip in the past but hates the slop and the outside post is an 
advantage coming out of the chute. Illinois-bred son of Nobiz Like Shobiz is 
bred to handle the extra distance and the slop; hangs around for a minor 
placing with a top try. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-1-5 
 
 
RACE TWO 
TIZ MY LADY, a $300,000 yearling purchase by Tiznow, looks formidable 
in the second on the card, a maiden allowance affair for fillies and mares 
three-years-old and upward. Bay filly had an inside post draw in the debut 
run and broke slow, wasn’t rushed and was making up ground late at 
Oaklawn Park to finish third, beaten four lengths for all the money. She 
will likely improve off that effort making just her second career start, and 
she will relish the extra sixteenth of a mile in this spot and Churchill 
Downs’ long stretch. She’ll need some pace in front of her to set up her late 
kick and a clean trip, but she’s bred to be any kind and has the pedigree to 
handle sloppy terrain (she’s out of a Fusaichi Pegasus mare); gets up in the 
shadow of the wire. TIGER EYES has yet to run a poor race for trainer 
Wayne Catalano, who has done some of his best work with fillies. Chestnut 
miss figures to get a great trip stalking likely pacesetter 
MAKEALITTLELOVE and get first crack at the quitting speed at the 
quarter-pole. Homebred has plenty of room for improvement in the third 
start of her current form cycle, and I like that top Southern California-
based rider Flavien Prat is named for the assignment; major player if she 
handles the slop. The Kinsman Farm homebred BELLETTA hooked a pair 
of next-out winners on debut at Tampa Bay Downs, including the nice filly 
Longwing Lily, and was a good fourth of 10, beaten three lengths and 
change for the win. Daughter of Bellamy Road was green at the start and 
broke slow in that heat but made a nice move from off the pace before 
tiring in the stretch drive in a race that went in a quick 1:10 4/5. She 
returns to the races off a near four-month hiatus in this spot, but she has a 
gap-free public work tab since early April and is bred to handle an “off” 
strip; improvement expected at a square price. The Phipps Stable 
homebred DANCING ALL NIGHT is a four-year-old first time starter that 
gets an unfortunate post draw on the rail for her debut run for trainer 
Shug McGaughey, a patient conditioner who prefers to race his charges 
into shape. Gray daughter of Parading out of an El Prado (Ire) mare has a 
two-turn oriented pedigree but sports an extensive, sharp, gap-free work 
tab since late January. The pair of recent five-eighths A.M. moves at 
Keeneland in :59 and change says she’s on her toes; demands your 
attention in the paddock and post parade. 
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SELECTIONS: 2-4-6-1 
 
 
RACE THREE 
I’ll take a shot and try to beat the probable heavy favorite in this race, 
ELATE, with the $175,000 Speightstown filly STONETACULAR, a gray filly 
that has yet to run a poor race for trainer Neil Howard and won her only 
previous start in the mud by open lengths at Churchill Downs. I like that 
she stretches back out around two-turns in this spot, and she was getting 
to a next-out winner in the deep stretch in her only prior route race. She 
has a license to improve in her third start off the shelf; rates top billing. 
ELATE stopped badly, was pulled up and vanned off the racetrack as the 
favorite in the Ashland Stakes (G1) 23 days ago in Lexington for trainer 
Billy Mott, who won his record-extending 700th race in Louisville 
yesterday with Wessex ($8.60). Mott is an excellent trainer, and she 
wouldn’t be coming back to the races so quickly if something was wrong 
with her, so it’s best to throw out her last start and focus on the fact that 
she’s grade three stakes-placed at this mile and sixteenth trip on the main 
track and overcame a poor start to be a good third in the Honeybee Stakes 
(G3) two starts back. She has never been in the slop before but has the 
pedigree to handle it, as she’s by Medaglia d’Oro out of a Distorted Humor 
mare, and she drops in class back to entry-level allowance company; 
obvious contender, taking a stand against for top honors at a short price. 
DARIA’S ANGEL broke her maiden when stretching out around two-turns 
for the first time in New Orleans, and she made all the pace in the Fair 
Grounds Oaks (G2), where she was overmatched in her fist start against 
winners, and tired in the lane to finish fourth, beaten 10 lengths and 
change by the multiple graded stakes winning filly Farrell (5-1 on the 
morning line for the Kentucky Oaks (G1) later on the card). She finished 
two lengths to the good of fellow entrant CORPORATE QUEEN in her last 
start and is another that’s eligible for improvement in the third start of her 
current form cycle. She’ll be forwardly placed in a race without a ton of 
early speed signed on; hangs around for a minor award with a top effort. 
CORPORATE QUEEN failed to menace in her two-turn debut in the Fair 
Grounds Oaks (G2), but she will appreciate the class relief returning to 
entry-level allowance company in this spot. A couple of nice fillies, Farrell 
and Nonna Bella, respectively, beat her in her past two starts, and I like 
the rider change to Javier Castellano; threat in a contentious heat. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-3-8 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The Juddmonte Farm homebred MAQUETTE set a blazing pace for a mile 
and three-eighths trip on the grass in her stateside debut in the Orchid 
Handicap (G3T), carving out splits of :46 and 1:10 2/5 before rightfully 
tiring in the stretch. She’ll turn back to a one-mile trip in this spot, a 
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distance at which she’s a perfect two-for-two lifetime, which should help 
take some of the starch out of her, and she ran big in a pair of starts in 
France over “soft” ground and should relish the “good” Matt Winn Turf 
Course in this spot. Her only poor efforts to date have been in graded or 
group stakes races, and she will appreciate the class relief returning to 
allowance company in this spot. She will be tighter and (hopefully) less 
rank this time around; choice on forgiving ground. SASSY LITTLE LILA is 
a consistent daughter of Artie Schiller that has never run a poor race on 
grass around two-turns, and she was just beaten a scant nose in the 
American Oaks (G1T) the last time she was seen at the races a tick over 
four months ago. Bay filly is capable of a big effort off the sidelines and is 
less than a length shy of being undefeated in three turf starts over “good” 
ground. She figures to stalk the pace in this spot for trainer Brad Cox 
turning back in distance, and she sports a gap-free public work tab since 
late March during her time away from the races; major player returning to 
allowance company. The Green Sheet touted POUR GIRL in her last start, 
as this dark bay daughter of Twirling Candy is a different animal of turf. 
Give credit to hands-on trainer Sam Logsdon, who had her ready off the 
layoff at Keeneland to win a tough entry-level allowance race on the weeds 
at 13-1, and she’s eligible to improve on that effort in her second start off 
the sidelines. She has retained sharp form while ascending in class, 
responds to jockey Declan Cannon’s handling and won her lone start over a 
“good” turf course. She’s got a great late turn of foot on the lawn and 
always seems to be a great price; play against at your own demise. SHES A 
TRUE BEAUTY has been stuck in this condition for a while, but this 
chestnut daughter of Yes It’s True typically runs her race to earn a 
paycheck on turf, having placed in six-of-nine lifetime starts on the grass. 
She cleared the “a other than” allowance condition over “good” ground 
over this turf course, and trainer Dallas Stewart annexed the second race 
on the card today with Northwest Bourbon ($29.40). She should get a good 
trip stalking the pace and may not have cared for the inordinately sandy 
Keeneland turf course in her last start; cannot eliminate with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-3-9 
 
 
RACE FIVE—The La Troienne Presented by Spirited Funds (G1) 
The complexion of the 2017 renewal of the La Troienne (G1) changed 
markedly with the early scratch of 6-5 morning line favorite Finest City 
and, as such, PAID UP SUBSCRIBER looks like a solid play making just her 
second start for trainer Chad Brown. Chestnut daughter of Candy Ride 
(Arg) out of a Street Cry (Ire) mare has never been in the slop, but is bred 
to handle it, and she has been competing exclusively in grade one stakes 
company in her past four starts and has been competitive in most of them. 
She ran a big race off an extended layoff against a crack field in the 
Madison Stakes (G1) at Keeneland 27 days ago, and she will tighter in her 
second start off the shelf in this spot. She’s a perfect three-for-three under 
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the Twin Spires, is the class of the field and was seven-wide and finishing 
in her last start, where had a poor post draw coming out of the one-hole in 
the partial chute; choice. STREAMLINE is as consistent a mare as there is, 
as the Illinois-bred daughter of Straight Line has finished in the money in 
17-of-18 lifetime starts for trainer Brian Williamson, and she’s coming off a 
solid effort behind Stellar Wind and Terra Promessa in the Apple Blossom 
Handciap (G1) in Hot Springs. She should get a good trip stalking the pace 
under jockey Chris Landeros, has never missed the trifecta in Louisville 
and is at her best at this mile and a sixteenth trip on the main track. The 
“off” track is a bit of a concern, but she has won a race on “soft” turf in the 
past and acts as if she’ll run on anything; contender. GO MAGGIE GO went 
to the sidelines last November gassed and will make in her first start off a 
five-month plus layoff hooking grade one company in this heat. Bay 
Ghostzapper filly has plenty of ability being a two-time graded stakes 
winner in dirt route races, and she impressively won last year’s 
Gulfstream Park Oaks (G2) by open lengths in her only prior outing over a 
“sloppy” racetrack. I like that she turns back in distance off her past two 
starts, and she was honest fourth in last year’s Kentucky Oaks (G1), where 
she overcame a rough trip to be beaten three lengths for all the money. She 
hasn’t run well in her last two starts off a layoff and may be a start away 
from her best effort, but she likes the mud and figures to be a square price; 
using in exotic wagers. ESKENFORMONEY is two for her last nine for 
trainer Todd Pletcher, and both those wins have come against lesser stock 
in South Florida and New York. She did run huge in the Molly Pitcher 
Stakes (G3) in her only prior start in the slop, but she’s vulnerable off he 
sidelines and looks to be a cut below others in class; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-9-1 
 
 
RACE SIX—The Alysheba Stakes Presented by Big Fish Casino (G2) 
HONORABLE DUTY  has been razor-sharp all winter in New Orleans and is 
a perfect three-for-three since the blinkers came off three starts back. Well-
bred Distorted Humor gelding out of an A.P. Indy mare has never been on a 
sloppy track but is bred to and bottom to handle the going and trainer 
Brendan Walsh’s barn is coming off a strong Keeneland meet and is going 
well now. He’s won two-of-three starts under the Twin Spires and there is 
plenty of pace in here to set up his late kick; rates top billing. BREAKING 
LUCKY ran a huge race for trainer Reade Baker in his fist start off a two-
month layoff, as he set a rapid pace in the New Orleans Handicap (G2)—:46 
3/5, 1:10 1/5—and was beaten a dirty neck by the top choice on the wire. 
Versatile chestnut doesn’t have to be on the lead and will need to stalk here 
to be a factor, as there are plenty of front-running types assembled in this 
heat. His is zero-for-two local record is a bit of a concern, he turns back to a 
distance at which he’s one-for-five lifetime and has never been on a 
“sloppy” racetrack, but he’s  hard-knocker who was only two lengths and 
change off a cranked-up Gun Runner when he was last seen under the Twin 
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Spires; contender. Likely favorite AMERICAN FREEDOM will make his first 
start outside of California for the high-percentage Bob Baffert outfit and 
figures to be in an amongst a honest early pace for this mile and a 
sixteenth trip. Bay Pulpit colt will return to the races off a eight-month 
plus layoff in a tough spot, but he does have an affinity for “off” tracks and 
his losses have come at the hands of top class steeds such as Arrogate, 
Exaggerator and Sharp Azteca. He has rated in an extended sprint in the 
past and fired, and he has been first or second in five-of-six lifetime starts, 
primarily against top-class company; threat. BIRD SONG is a front-
runniong two-turn horse that loves Churchill Downs and is eligible to move 
forward I the third start of his current form cycle. On the down side, he 
figures to break running from his inside post draw into a swift early pace 
as EL HUERFANO, DECEMBER SEVEN, NOBLE BIRD and AMERICAN 
FREEDOM all want to be on or near the early lead. The gray has never been 
on a sloppy racetrack; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-9-1 
 
 
RACE SEVEN—The Twin Spires Turf Sprint Presented by Twinspires.com 
(G3T) 
The six-year-old gray PURE SENSATION will be making his seasonal debut 
off a six-month layoff for trainer Christophe Clement, whose barn is more 
than capable of leading one over ready to fire fresh, and this fellow has won 
his past two starts off the shelf, both in stakes. He was only beaten a length 
on the square in the Breeder’s Cup Turf Sprint (G1T) when he was last 
seen at the races, and he has won four-of-six lifetime starts at this five-
furlong distance sprinting on the lawn. He can handle turf with a little cut 
in the ground and it’s hard to knock horse that has placed in 14-of-19 
starts lifetime. He should get a good trip stalking the pace and has effective 
tactical speed; major player. GREEN MASK hasn’t put up a clunker the 
past eight times he has gone postward, and he’s coming off a game effort in 
the Shakertown Stakes (G2T) at Keeneland, where he was a neck off the 
win behind fellow entrant HOLDING GOLD, however he had to wait for 
racing room in upper stretch in that heat and finished with interest. On the 
down side, he turns back slightly to a distance at which he’s one-for-eight 
lifetime, and he was well-beaten in his prior appearance on the local turf 
course, albeit in a two-turn race. I like the rider switch to Javier 
Castellano, and he’s eligible for improvement in his third start off a layoff; 
threat. HOLDING GOLD needed every inch of the Keeneland stretch to get 
home in the Shakertown Stakes (G2T) and turns back a sixteenth of a mile 
in this spot, but he likes a flat five-panel trip as well having won both his 
starts on a Tapeta synthetic surface at Woodbine. He doesn’t have to come 
from out of the clouds to be a factor and he will be fitter in his second start 
off the sidelines, but the x-factor will be the cut in the ground; contends 
nonetheless. PARTLY MOCHA is a very consistent turf sprinter that has 
finished in the money in 24-of-37 starts lifetime and hasn’t missed the 
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trifecta in 11 of his past 12 starts. He’s undefeated over the local turf 
course, and he always gets a quick pace in front of him going short on the 
weeds to set up his late move. He’s a cut below other in class but is 15-1 on 
the morning line and will likely go off at a higher price than that. He can 
bolster exotic payoffs; using. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-12-3-9 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Eight Belles Stakes Presented by Kentucky Trailer (G2) 
The $825,000 Tapit filly PRETTY CITY DANCER has been flat at low odds 
in her past two starts, however she has excuses in both those efforts, as 
she bobbled at the start and had to check on the clubhouse turn in the 
Ashland Stakes (G1) in her last start, and she didn’t seem to care for 
blinkers in the penultimate effort at Gulfstream. She has never run a poor 
race under The Twin Spires, is a grade one stakes winner at this seven-
panel trip on the main track and will relish turning back to a distance at 
which she’s a half-length from being undefeated. She’s an enticing 8-1 on 
the morning line; choice at a square price. GHALIA is an undefeated 
$600,000 daughter of Medaglia d’Oro that annexed an entry-level 
allowance race at Gulfstream Park in her first start against winners, 
generally the sign of a nice horse, then subsequently won a $200K stakes 
at Sunland Park while continuing to ascend in class. I like that she will 
turn back to this seven-furlong trip after having a mile and a sixteenth 
route race under her belt, and she’s an improving filly with plenty of 
upside. The wide post draw isn’t detrimental coming out of the chute; 
contender. LOVELY BERNADETTE has won two-of-three starts lifetime at 
Churchill Downs and is one of two entrants in this field with a prior win 
over a wet main track (CAJUN DELTA DAWN is the other), as she broke 
her maiden in Louisville in the mud. She’s minor stakes winner at a one-
turn mile trip at Churchill Downs and will sport blinkers for the first time 
in this spot for the crafty Chicago-based Jimmy DiVito barn. She has never 
run a bad race around one-turn and is 30-1 on the morning line; “live” 
longshot. The Florida-bred filly CAJUN DELTA DAWN is a mud-loving 
Kantharos filly that has won three-of-four starts over a variety of surfaces 
with moisture, and she gave a good account of herself stepping up to open 
graded stakes company in her last start, finishing well-behind a nice filly in 
Shane’s Girlfriend. She hasn’t ben seen at the races in a tick over five 
months, but her recent half-mile move from the gate at Gulfstream is sharp 
and she seems to be a “mud lark”. She will be a big number on the tote 
board; ignore the wide post draw, but don’t ignore her. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-10-3-14 
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RACE NINE 
The Southern California invader RIVER ECHO (GB) has never run a bad 
race on the main track, and he’s three-parts off length from being 
undefeated while wearing blinkers for trainer Peter Miller, whose outfit is 
winning at a healthy 25 percent strike rate in 2017. He comes into this 
heat off a brief freshening, runs well off the sidelines and was dead-game in 
his first crack at “two other than” allowance company in his last start at 
Santa Anita He’s never been in the slop before, but two of his three lifetime 
wins have been on turf, which indicates that he may take to the off-going; 
rates top billing. Trainer Kellyn Gorder has been shopping for a spot for 
TAKETOTHESTREETS and rightfully decided on this high-end optional 
claiming/“two other than” allowance heat for his charge. Son of Street Boss 
out of a Known Fact mare is bred to handle the mud, and he likes Churchill 
Downs and a mile and a sixteenth on the main track. He likes to be on or 
near the lead and the “sloppy” strip at Churchill today has a distinct speed 
bias in both sprint and route races; contender. GOATS TOWN drops out of 
grade two stakes company in this spot and has run well in his past two 
starts in the optional claiming/allowance ranks for Hall of Fame trainer D. 
Wayne Lukas. I’m not crazy about his lifetime numbers at Churchill (zero-
for-10) or at this mile and a sixteenth distance, but he does like the mud, 
having never missed the trifecta from three starts lifetime in the “off” 
going; threat. NAVAL GAZER hooked a nice horse in Dac in his first start 
off a lengthy layoff in his last start on Polytrack at Turfway Park and just 
missed winning, and this chestnut gelding is arguably better on the main 
track. He was a game second behind a sharp General A Rod the last time he 
ran in Louisville facing tougher adversaries, and he figures to get a ground-
saving stalking trip on the fence from his inside post draw. Throw out his 
lone start on the grass and his form looks better; Polytrack-to-slop angle 
playable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-12-1 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Edgewood Stakes Presented by Forcht Bank (G3T) 
Owner John Oxley and trainer Mark Casse seem to have the 33rd running 
of the Edgewood Stakes (G3T) covered from multiple angles with the 
formidable coupled entry of LA CORONEL and DREAM DANCING, however 
the former is the one to beat in this spot. A $375,000 daughter of Colonel 
John, LA CORONEL, is the recipient of a wide post draw but top turf rider 
Florent Geroux, who knows this filly like the back of his hand, should be 
able to work out a trip stalking projected front-runners INDIA MANTUANA 
and STALLION HEIRESS. She has never put forth a poor effort on grass 
and has been sharp in a pair of grade three stakes at Keeneland and 
Gulfstream Park, respectively, since getting some time off since her effort 
in last fall’s Breeder’s Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf (G1T), a race in which she 
went off favored, had to break from the parking lot (13-hole) and was still 
only beaten less than four lengths for all the money. The cut in the ground 
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is the only concern; major player. I liked DREAM DANCING in her last 
start at Keeneland in the Appalachian Stakes (G3T), especially at 7-1, 
where she was a good fourth behind her stablemate LA CORONEL and 
found her best stride too late while racing out in the seven-path, costing 
herself all kinds of ground. Gray daughter Tapit will love stretching out to 
a mile and a sixteenth trip in this heat, as she has won her past three turf 
starts at this distance. Deep closer has a reliable late turn of foot on “firm” 
ground and is unproven over a forgiving turf course, but she figures to get 
a honest pace in front of her on which to close with a couple of confirmed 
“go-to-the-lead” types assembled in this spot; comes running in the lane. 
PROCTOR’S LEDGE won an “a other than” on the lawn at Gulfstream in her 
first start against winners—generally the sign of a good horse— and she 
validated that effort with a big race in the aforementioned Appalachian 
Stakes (G3T), where she steadied on the clubhouse turn, was six-wide at 
the quarter-pole and finished third, beaten three and a quarter lengths by 
the top choice at nearly 8-1. She figures to move forward off that effort 
making her second start off a layoff in this spot, the only concern is her 
poor past over a “good” Matt Winn Turf Course, but that was in her career 
debut going two-turns on the weeds right out of the box, a tough 
assignment for any horse; threat. YOU MISSED IT has managed to finish 
second in five of her six lifetime starts and has sharp turf form, but she’s a 
maiden facing winners for the first time, an angle that clearly doesn’t 
bother trainer Doug O’Neill, as this filly just missed winning a stake at Del 
Mar three starts back and the conditioner took down the Toyota Blue 
Grass Stakes (G2) last month at Keeneland with the maiden Irap. She has 
room for improvement in her third start off the sidelines; cannot eliminate 
and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1a(part of entry)-1(part of entry)-7-12 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Longines Kentucky Oaks (G1) 
The “Cat Man” Wayne Catalano has always done a great job training fillies, 
and his work with the top-class distaffer FERRELL is no exception. The 
well-bred daughter of Malibu Moon has an affinity for an “off” racetrack 
and possesses lethal tactical speed, two key elements for performing on the 
racing surface today at Churchill Downs, which has been extraordinarily 
kind to front-runners both in sprint and route races. She loves to win, has 
defeated several of these entrants in the past and won the Golden Rod 
Stakes (G2) by six lengths over DADDYS LIL DARLING and EVER SO 
CLEVER the last time she was seen under the Twin Spires. Jockey 
Channing Hill knows her well and is an underrated judge of pace, and his 
mount  gets a good post draw coming out of the seven-hole. She’ll be a 
playable price with all the hype surrounding morning line favorite 
PARADISE WOODS; choice. The lightly-raced filly PARADISE WOODS may 
have enough natural ability to house this competitive, big field but at 
projected short odds facing the prospects of shipping and running outside 
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of California for the first time and catching a “sloppy” racetrack over which 
she’s unproven, she’ll have to beat me. Bay daughter of Union Rags won 
the Santa Anita Oaks (G1) in brilliant fashion in her first start against 
winners and clearly is cut out to be any kind of filly, but she’s a front-
running type that will have to contend with other speed in unfamiliar 
territory, and she gets wheeled back off relatively short rest considering 
the last race she ran and has to be considered as a “bounce” candidate. 
Today’s track bias will help her along if she takes to the slop, but I don’t 
think her post time odds will accurately reflect her chances of winning this 
race; likely for part, taking a stand against for top honors. Like PARADISE 
WOODS, SALTY is a lightly-raced, talented filly that won a graded stakes 
race in her first start against winners, and she has gotten better as the 
distances of her races have increased. She’s a perfect two-for-two for 
trainer Mark Casse and while she is the recipient of an unfortunate wide 
post draw, jockey Joel Rosario should be able to ease over after the break 
and save some ground before they reach the first turn in this mile and an 
eighth affair. She has never been in the slop before but is by Quality Road 
out of a Dixie Union mare and is bred top and bottom to handle muddy 
terrain; contender. TEQUILITA was a good second off a two-month hiatus 
from racing in the Gulfstream Park Oaks (G2), where she finished four 
lengths and change off SALTY, and she will likely move forward off that 
effort in this spot making her second start off a layoff. Trainer Michael 
Matz conditioned this fillies’ sire and dam, so he figures to know her 
tendencies well, and this bay miss is a two-time stakes winner. She runs as 
if nine-furlongs will be right in her wheelhouse, and she’s 20-1 on the 
morning line; using in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-14-11 
 
 
RACE TWELVE 
The mud-loving FRIEND OF LIBERTY looks like a good play in this $75K 
optional claiming/entry-level allowance heat, as the gray is three-parts off 
a length shy of being unbeaten on racetracks with some moisture, and she 
is a consistent horse that is in good form. She has finished in the money in 
seven of her nine lifetime starts, the past four against comparable 
adversaries, and she figures to be tighter in her second start off a near two-
month layoff for Hall of Famer Stave Asmussen; rates top billing. 
AMERICAN CLEOPATRA—Triple Crown winner American Pharoah’s little 
sister—will make her first start in a tick over seven months in this heat 
and figures to go postward as a heavy favorite based on her bloodlines and 
her grade one placing in the Del Mar Debutante (G1) last September. 
Trainer Bob Baffert wins at a high-percentage in general and especially 
with horses returning from extended vacations, but she has never been in 
the slop or outside of California and went to the shelf off a dull effort in her 
two-turn debut. She’ll love turning back in distance to this six and a half 
furlong trip and the drop to allowance company, however. She’ll be ready; 
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major player. MINNIE BLIP aired on debut at Fair Grounds for trainer Al 
Stall, Jr. in a six-furlong heat that went in a snappy 1:10 1/5, but she will 
make her first start against winners—an angle I normally use to toss a 
horse. That said, the “sloppy” racetrack at Churchill Downs today has been 
predominantly biased toward front-runners, and she figures to be on or 
near the early lead from the outset in this race, which has a dearth of 
front-running types. She has been sharp in the A.M. since the maiden win; 
threat. FASHION RUNWAY probably didn’t care for the overly deep surface 
at Mahoning Valley, and she ran well against minor stakes company two 
starts back in a $75K affair at Gulfstream at a flat six-furlong trip. Her 
local record is reason for concern, but she won her lone start at this 
distance by open lengths; on the fringes.  
 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-5-8 
 
 
RACE THIRTEEN 
The Exchange Rate colt BIG EXCHANGE looks like a standout in the 
nightcap “get-out” race, and boy do we need to get out after the beating 
we’ve taken today on a tricky card with an inconsistent racetrack. This is 
an “off the turf” affair that was riddled with scratches, and this dark bay 
colt is bred to handle an “off” track. High-percentage trainer Brad Cox has 
knocked out a pair of stakes races on the card today—Green Mask ($8.60) 
in the Twin Spires Turf Sprint (G3T) and with Benner Island ($8.80) in the 
Eight Belles Stakes (G2); choice. ROLLIN SMOKE ran well in his first start 
off a two-month layoff in his last start, and he has a license to move 
forward in his second start off the shelf. He is one of a few in this spot with 
positive recent form, and his dam sire—Smoke Glacken—loved the slop; 
contender. TIPSY KITTEN will likely improve in the third start of his 
current form cycle and while his best form in the past has been against 
restricted Florida-bred company, he catches a weak field peppered with 
scratches for his main track debut for the high-percentage Mike Maker 
outfit; threat. MCCORMICK hooked a nice horse in Arklow in his last start 
at Keeneland and is not only bred to handle the surface change to dirt, but 
also handle the slop as well. He’s another that should improve off a layoff; 
don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-1-3-5 


