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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Sixth Day: Saturday, May 6, 2017 
Post Time: 10:30 A.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 54-14-9-9—26% winners; 59% in 
the money 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
 
RACE ONE 
I’ll start off Derby Day 143 with sort of a flyer in that I like the lone first-
time starter SEVENTH TEE in a nondescript heat that lacks a decided 
standout on paper. Trainer Brian Lynch’s barn, who is coming off a good 
Keeneland meet, is capable of getting one to pop at first-asking, and this 
bay daughter of To Honor and Serve is a half-sister to the multiple grade 
three (turf) stakes winner Five Iron (also trained by Lynch) and to the 
useful filly Crooked Stick, who was third in a tough allowance race in 
Louisville earlier in the week and, more importantly, is a “mud lark” that 
has won both her races in the slop with ease. Additionally, this fillies’ dam 
is a half-sister to the grade one stakes winner Tactile. She sports an 
extensive, gap-free public work tab since late January and her gate breeze 
at Keeneland on April 20 in :47 2/5 is sharp; airs at first-asking. The 
improving filly WHOLEHEARTED ran her best race to date in her most 
recent start trying the main track for the first time, and she hooked a 
pretty nice filly trained by Todd Pletcher—Moana—in that heat. I like that 
she turns back to a one-turn mile setup with three route races under her 
belt for trainer Kenny McPeek, who trained this girl’s graded stakes 
winning dam, My Baby Baby. The “off” track is the proverbial fly in the 
ointment, but RING ME UP is the only entrant in this field with a prior 
money finish in the slop; contender. SAVED BY THE SWELL is an 
improving daughter of Speightstown for trainer Ian Wilkes, whose barn 
had a pair of winners on yesterday’s card with Bird Song ($15.20) in the 
Alysheba Stakes (G2) and with McCormick ($6), who annexed the off-the-
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turf nightcap. She tends to be one-paced late at this one-turn mile trip, but 
she did hook a next-out winner in her most recent start at Gulfstream. Her 
lackluster local record furthers reason for concern; on the fringes. RING 
ME UP is the only entrant in the field to have previously hit the board on a 
sloppy racetrack, as she was a decent third of eight, beaten five lengths 
and change at Churchill Downs over a “wet-fast” surface at a eight-furlong 
trip. She was only six lengths and change off the nice filly Untapped two 
starts back and has placed in three-of-four lifetime outings, but she will be 
making her first start in a shade over five months in this spot and may be a 
start away from a top effort; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-2-8 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The Live Oak Plantation homebred SALUTE WITH HONOR will try to make 
it an all To Honor and Serve early double, as this chestnut colt ran a big 
race versus restricted stakes company in his first start off a two-month 
plus freshening, and he figures to be tighter this go-around for trainer 
Mark Casse. He stretches out around two-turns on dirt for the first time in 
this spot, and he didn’t run poorly the last time he tried two-turns on turf, 
as he got caught up in a protracted speed duel for a quarter of a mile and 
had little to offer in the final stages of a $100,000 restricted stakes race at 
Gulfstream Park West. I like how he split rivals and finished resolutely in 
his last race and if you toss his efforts against top class Pletcher juveniles 
One Liner and Tapwrit, his form looks even saltier; rates top billing. 
AWESOME SATURDAY broke his maiden on debut at Fair Grounds 
covering six-panels in a snappy 1:10 1/5 then validated that effort with a 
big try in his first start against winners at Keeneland 24 days ago, where 
he uncorked a wide rally in the stretch drive and finished third, beaten 
four lengths and change by the nice colt Excitations in a seven-furlong 
affair that saw a split of 1:09 4/5 and a final time of 1:22 3/5. Chestnut 
should move forward off that effort and should be more in touch with the 
early pace stretching out around two-turns for the first time. He seems to 
be sitting on a big race; major player. The Louisiana-bred 
UNDERPRESSURE has never put forth a poor effort from six lifetime starts 
for trainer Chris Richard and is a restricted $100K stakes winner at Delta 
Downs at a two-turn eight furlong trip. He broke his maiden right out of the 
box under the Twin Spires for a $50K tag and was only a neck off the 
aforementioned Excitations two starts back while facing open stock in New 
Orleans. He’s the only entrant in this field with three lifetime wins to his 
credit; contender. NO MO DOUGH was a one-paced fourth behind fellow 
entrant AWESOME SATURDAY in his last start in Lexington, but it was his 
first outing against winners and he didn’t embarrass himself. Well-bred 
bay Uncle Mo colt has plenty of upside, is bred top and bottom (he’s out of a 
Deputy Minister mare) to handle the added distance and will likely 
improve in the third start of his current form cycle; can’t eliminate with 
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confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-6-8 
 
 
RACE THREE 
FLASHY JEWEL tends to break running, gets an inside post draw and 
looks to be the controlling speed in a race that doesn’t have a lot of early 
speed signed on—always a solid angle. Negatives include the inside post 
draw coming out of the mile chute and both WABEL (hasn’t shown an early 
lick in a while but stretches out) and DONEGAL MOON (devoid of early foot 
in last two starts) look to be a tick quicker than he is if they are sent from 
the opening bell. Yesterday’s tricky racetrack was very kind to early speed 
at times, especially early in the card, but with a storm likely to hit 
Churchill Downs this morning, who knows what the track will play like by 
the third race, though it figures to be a quagmire. He beat lesser stock by 
open lengths the last time he tried this one-turn mile trip at Churchill 
Downs; choice, gate-to-wire. WABEL has been first-or-second in three-of-
four lifetime starts in Louisville and while he hasn’t been prominent early 
in his past four starts, he does stretch out in distance in this spot and is a 
little quicker on paper than FLASHY JEWEL if jockey Luis Saez cuts loose 
from the start. Trainer Brad Cox knocked out a couple of stakes on 
yesterday’s card with Green Mask ($8.60) in the Twin Spires Turf Sprint 
(G3T) and with Benner Island ($8.80) in the Eight Belles Stakes (G2). He 
stretches out to a distance at which he’s unproven, but this race may be 
the proverbial “chase around” in the slop with this guy tracking the top 
choice for the entire eight furlongs; contender. MO TOM drops out of 
graded stakes company into this high-end optional claiming/classified 
allowance affair and will wear blinkers for the first time for the high-
percentage Tom Amoss barn, who sent out the upset winner of yesterday’s 
La Troienne Stakes (G1), Big World ($16). Dyed in the wool closer was 
highly-rated as a three-year-old and had a marginal sophomore campaign 
at best, but he figures to be more focused with the hood and the horse that 
beat him in his past two starts—Honorable Duty—was second at 9-2, beaten 
a length and a half for the win, in yesterday’s Alysheba Stakes (G2). There 
isn’t a lot of early lick in here to set up his late kick, but he is on the drop 
and gets jockey Javier Castellano; threat. DONEGAL MOON figured to need 
his last start off an extended layoff and will stretch out to a distance at 
which he’s a perfect two-for-two in this spot, although it’s worth noting 
that both his prior one-mile wins were accomplished around two-turns. 
Well-bred son of Malibu Moon out of a Giant’s Causeway mare has run well 
in the slop in the past and is a grade three stakes winner on the main 
track, but it’s not encouraging that he made the one start off a lengthy 
hiatus then was subsequently stopped on again. He has a comparable early 
lick to the top choice and comes into this race fresh, but he has shown 
early speed in two-turn heats in the past; best effort yields a minor award. 
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SELECTIONS: 1-3-8-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The Ghostzapper colt SOUPER FLY OVER is an improving three-year-old 
that will stretch out to a mile and an eighth trip for the first time in this 
spot, and this $400K two-year-old in training purchase is bred to relish the 
extra terrain. He exits a competitive maiden allowance race at Keeneland, 
where he finished with interest and was only beaten a length for all the 
money in a race that saw a six-furlong split of 1:09 4/5, and he will be 
tighter this morning in his second start off the shelf. He hooked a next-out 
winner in his career debut in Philly going short, and he improved with 
Lasix and first-time blinkers last out; lots to like. CAVIAR CZAR (IRE), like 
the top choice, is a well-bred improving colt, and he finished a half-length 
to the good of Meantime in his last start, and that rival came out of that 
race to break his maiden at Keeneland going nine furlongs in the mud on 
April 22nd in Lexington. Medaglia d’Oro colt out of a Storm Cat mare will 
get a ground-saving trip on the fence, important in a nine-furlong route 
race, is bred top and bottom to handle the slop and will likely improve in 
the third start of his current form cycle. He should get a good trip stalking 
the pace on the stretch out; contender. The $550K two-year-old in training 
purchase PERFECT PARTNER is yet another well-bred colt (by Curlin out 
of an A.P. Indy mare) that has a license to improve stretching out in 
distance, and he has plenty of upside making just the second start of his 
career. He ran huge on debut in Lexington, where he had to break from the 
two-hole in a big field, then demonstrated a nice late turn of foot to finish 
second, beaten three lengths and change for the win. Jockey Corey Lanerie 
stays; improvement expected. SEVIER exits a quick race in Hot Springs 
that went in 1:09 4/5, and trainer Brad Cox won yesterday’s Eight Belles 
Stakes (G3) with Benner Island ($8.80) for these connections. Bay Union 
Rags colt is yet another in this contentious heat that should like stretching 
out around two-turns, he gets Lasix for the first time and is 8-1 on the 
morning line. He’s a likely overlay, don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-6-7 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
FORGE (GB), an exceptionally-bred son of Dubawi (Ire) out of the grade 
one turf winner Heat Haze (GB), looks like a standout on paper in the one-
mile turf affair, as the Juddmonte Farm homebred ran a big race in his 
stateside debut in Lexington three weeks ago off an extended layoff, 
splitting rivals in the stretch from of the pace to finish a diminishing three-
parts of a lengths off the win facing second-tier allowance company. 
English-bred colt should relish the cut in the Matt Winn Turf Course, and 
he will be tighter making his second start since last September this 
afternoon. Four-year-old is group three stakes placed at Goodwood for 
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former trainer Sir Michael Stoute, acts on “good” and “soft” ground and 
will get a ground-saving trip on the hedge under jockey Jose Ortiz, Jr., who 
won the second race on today’s card with the longshot No Mo Dough 
($19.80); major player. SKY FLIGHT is in for a $62,500 tag and is the only 
five-time winner in this “two other than” allowance affair, and the hard-
knocking bay has never missed the trifecta at Churchill Downs and has an 
affinity for this one-mile trip on the weeds for underrated trainer Michelle 
Lovell. Draw a line through his past two starts, where he was in deep water 
facing tough stakes company, and his form looks pretty salty, especially 
against allowance/optional claiming company. He’ll get blinkers for the 
first time, is eligible for improvement in his second start off the shelf and 
figures to get a good trip stalking the pace. He’s 20-1 on the morning line 
and can handle a forgiving turf course; “live” longshot. Queen’s Plate 
winner SIR DUDLEY DIGGES seems to be at his very best on a synthetic 
surface, but the Gio Ponti colt pretty much runs on anything and has a 
board finish in the past over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack to his credit. He 
ran well in his first start of 2017 on the grass at Fair Grounds facing 
slightly lesser adversaries when returning to the allowance ranks, and he’s 
a consistent horse that has placed in 10-of-14 lifetime starts; using in 
exotic wagers. GHURAIR is a lightly-raced seven-year-old that has a 
license to improve in his second start off a layoff, and he ran well in is first 
start for trainer Brendan Walsh off a near two-month layoff facing an 
arguably tougher field at Fair Grounds. Well-bred dark bay (he’s by Elusive 
Quality out of a Sadler’s Wells mare) has fired from off the pace in his past 
three races on the weeds and has experience with forgiving ground from 
his days in England; can’t toss him and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-5-3 
 
 
RACE SIX—The Humana Distaff (G1) 
The champion FINEST CITY is the class of a classy field in this compact, 
contentious renewal of the always-competitive Humana Distaff and, as 
such, rates a slight edge to win this seven-furlong affair. Trainer Ian 
Kruljac scratched out of yesterday’s softer La Troienne Stakes (G1) at a 
mile and a sixteenth trip in favor of this tougher spot, as his charge has 
won her past two races at a seven-furlong trip, including last year’s 
Breeder’s Cup Filly & Mare Sprint (G1) at Santa Anita. She will make her 
first start outside of SoCal in this heat, but she owns a graded stakes win 
over a “wet-fast” track and hooked an Arcadia-loving buzz saw in Val Dori 
in her last start in the Santa Margarita (G1). She’s a seven-furlong 
specialist that figures to be on or near the early lead in a race without a 
plethora of front-running types assembled. It doesn’t hurt that big money 
rider Mike Smith—who won yesterday’s Kentucky Oaks (G1) on Abel 
Tasman ($20.40)—is in the boot; rates top billing. PAULASSILVERLINING 
won the grade one Madison Stakes (G1) off a near four-month layoff in her 
first start for the high-percentage Chad Brown stable, and she’s eligible for 
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improvement making her second start off the sidelines in this spot. 
Consistent mare loves to win, loves the slop and figures to get a great trip 
stalking the pace in this spot. She ran well but couldn’t handle the top 
choice in the Breeder’s Cup last fall, but the “off” track moves her up this 
afternoon; contender. CARINA MIA is a perfect two-for-two lifetime under 
the Twin Spires, one of those wins coming in the Golden Rod Stakes (G2) 
by open lengths when she was two in her only prior outing over a “sloppy”, 
sealed racetrack. She hasn’t been seen at the races in six months and got 
late in her last start off the sidelines, but she’s a classy grade one winner 
that will benefit from a favorable outside post draw coming out of the 
chute; threat. MINES AND MAGIC, like CARINA MIA, loves Churchill 
Downs, as she’s a perfect three-for-three lifetime in Louisville, and she ran 
well to be fourth at nearly 32-1 in the Madison Stakes (G1) at Keeneland in 
her first start off a near two-month freshening, where she was beaten four 
lengths and change by PAULASSILVERLINING. She’s a past stakes winner 
at Churchill and looks to be a cut below some of these other in class, but 
she can’t be ignored based on her affinity for the local surroundings. She’ll 
be a good price on the tote; can bolster exotic payoffs. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-7-3 
 
 
RACE SEVEN—The Churchill Distaff Turf Mile Stakes Presented by 
Longines (G2T) 
The Irish-bred mare ROCA ROJO (IRE) has never run a poor race stateside 
for the high-percentage Chad Brown outfit, and the bay was on the wrong-
end of a photo finish for the win behind the top-class mare Miss Temple 
City—who was a late scratch in this heat—in the prestigious Matriarch 
Stakes (G1T) last December at Del Mar. Five year-old is a perfect four-for-
four over forgiving turf courses, is a grade three stakes winner in this 
country, this outfit wins at a solid clip with horses returning off extended 
layoffs and she will be making her seasonal debut off a five-month hiatus in 
this spot; formidable. BELIEVE IN BERTIE is the controlling speed in this 
race and comes into this heat razor-sharp, having won her past four starts 
on the grass, three of those efforts coming in stakes races in New Orleans. 
Louisiana-bred steps up to graded stakes company in this spot for trainer 
Brad Cox, whose barn won two stakes on Friday’s Churchill card, but she 
almost always breaks running and should find herself alone on an easy 
lead, always a solid angle. She was unplaced in her only prior start on the 
local turf course, but she hooked a tough field and was the recipient of a 
wide trip. She loves a flat mile on the weeds and may be long gone if she 
takes to the forgiving ground. She’s 6-1 on the morning line; foolish to 
slight her chances. LINDA is a very consistent filly that is less than four 
lengths from being undefeated on the lawn, and she should get a ground-
saving trip on the hedge in this spot under jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr. 
Daughter of Scat Daddy annexed the Mrs. Revere (G2T) in her only prior 
start on the Matt Winn Turf Course over “good” terrain and nearly won the 
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Valley View Stakes (G3T) at Keeneland last fall over a “soft” turf course. 
She has never run a poor race in her career on dirt or turf and has retained 
sharp form while moving up in class. She’s a nice filly; threat. HARMONIZE 
is a consistent filly that has placed in nine-of-12 turf starts lifetime and is a 
grade one winner on grass at Del Mar. She hasn’t been able to handle fellow 
entrants HILLHOUSE HIGH or LINDA in her past two starts, but she 
figured to need her last race off a lengthy layoff and she was making up 
ground late. She’ll be tighter this time around and has never been off the 
board on the local course, and she ran well over “good” going in Louisville 
two starts back; can’t pitch her with confidence.  
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-1-7 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Pat Day Mile Stakes Presented by Louisville Gas and 
Electric and Kentucky Utilities (G3) 
The bay colt NO DOZING was always cut out to be a good horse, and the son 
of Union Rags is a perfect two-for-two lifetime in one-turn races and he 
turns back in distance in this spot for trainer Arnaud Delacour. I like that 
he ran twice to be beaten a neck in the Coolmore Lexington Stakes (G3) in 
his last start, as he had to check hard on the clubhouse turn yet showed 
resiliency to re-rally. Four of his five lifetime beats have been at the hands 
of top-class three-year-olds Tapwrit, McCraken, Mo Town and Classic 
Empire and one-turn mile trip should be right in his wheelhouse; choice on 
the cut back. SONIC MULE went to the sidelines with flat form, but he’s a 
stakes winner at this one-turn mile trip at Gulfstream and won his only 
previous start in the slop clear in gate-to-wire fashion. He creeps into grade 
three stakes company in this heat, has effective tactical speed and, like the 
top choice, will love turning back in distance this afternoon; fires fresh. 
YOU’RE TO BLAME swung ride and made a belated rally from off the pace 
in the Bay Shore (G3) 28 days ago, and trainer Chad Brown will be going 
for the natural hat trick in this affair, as his barn has won the previous two 
races on the card with Paulassilverlining ($7.60) and Roca Rojo (Ire), who 
paid $4.60, respectively. $400,000 son of Distorted Humor out of a 
Mineshaft mare is bred to relish the off-going, will be tighter this time 
around and broke his maiden at a one-turn mile trip at Belmont Park last 
fall; formidable. LOCAL HERO has been banging heads with Girvin all 
winter in New Orleans, and that rival is currently 22-1 for Kentucky Derby 
143 (G1) later on the program. I’m not crazy about the one-hole coming 
out of the chute, but this is a talented son of Hard Spun that will appreciate  
turning back to a one-turn, one-mile heat, and this fellow has effective 
tactical speed. He sports a past money finish over the local strip; useful 
when spreading in exotic wagers. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-11-10-1 
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RACE NINE—The American Turf Stakes Presented by Ram Trucks (G2T) 
The dyed-in-the-wool closer GOOD SAMARITAN is less than two lengths 
from being undefeated on turf, and he will get an honest pace in front of 
him in this heat to set up his late kick with the likes of HOLIDAY STONE, 
OSCAR PERFORMANCE, and CONQUEST FARENHEIT vying for the early 
lead from the opening bell. Bay son of Harlan’s Holiday overcame a wide 
post draw to be an excellent third behind OSCAR PERFORMANCE in last 
year’s Breeder’s Cup Juvenile Turf (G1T), and he beat fellow entrant 
CONQUEST FARENHEIT in Canada last September in the Summer Stakes 
(G2T). He has a reliable finishing kick, but the wide-post draw is 
concerning, as jockey Joel Rosario will have to try to save some sort of 
ground breaking from the 10-hole; gets up in the shadow of the wire. BIG 
SCORE ran a huge race in Lexington off a layoff for trainer Tim Yakteen, as 
he annexed the Transylvania Stakes (G3T) at Keeneland in his first race 
outside Southern California. He took to a “good” course at Keeneland, and 
he clearly likes this mile and a sixteenth trip on turf. He should move 
forward in his second start off the shelf; has a big shot. At 20-1, PARLOR is 
a live longshot in this spot in his third start off the sidelines for trainer 
Eddie Kenneally, as he returns to his preferred surface—turf—in this spot. 
Dark bay son of Lonhro (Aus) just missed winning a stakes over the 
undulating terrain at Kentucky Downs in just his second career start and 
is a neck shy of being undefeated on the weeds. Throw out the effort in the 
Spiral Stakes (G3) over Turfway’s Polytrack surface, as he clearly didn’t 
care for the going and was bumped around at the start; synthetic-to-turf 
angle very playable. OSCAR PERFORAMANCE disappointed at 50 cents on 
the dollar in a key prep for this race—Keeneland’s Transylvania Stakes 
(G3T)—in his last start, where he broke flat-footed, was rushed, then had 
little left to offer in the lane. He gets first-time Lasix in this spot and will be 
tighter this go-around, but he’ll be relegated to a stalking trip, as 
CONQUEST FARENHEIT is the “speed of the speed” in here; hangs around 
for a minor award with a top try. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-2-3-4 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Churchill Downs Stakes Presented by Twinspires.com 
(G2) 
The Southern California invader MASOCHISTIC is one fast fellow, and he 
figures to make a clear, uncontested lead in this extended sprint, as no 
other entrant in this field is capable of reeling off :21 2/5, :43 3/5, 1:07 2/5 
fractions and sticking around at the wire. He has won three-of-four lifetime 
starts on dirt at this seven-eighths trip, and while he was nailed late at 50 
cents on the dollar in the Triple Bend (G1) at Santa Anita, he figured to 
need that effort off an extended layoff for trainer Ron Ellis. The frequent 
layoff lines aren’t encouraging, but when he’s right, he’s right and he drops 
in class into this somewhat soft grade two affair. He owns a prior win 
under the Twin Spires, but the “off” track is a bit of a concern. He looks 
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long gone, regardless; choice, gate-to-wire. AWESOME SLEW has salty past 
form around a single turn, and the Live Oak Plantation homebred beat a 
stellar field that included fellow entrant LIMOUSINE LIBERAL in the 
Commonwealth (G3) at Keeneland in his first start off a near two-month 
layoff. He will likely move forward in his second start off the shelf, and he 
was only four lengths and change off the crack middle distance specialist 
Sharp Azteca in a grade two event at Gulfstream Park two starts back. 
Consistent colt has finished in the money in eight-of-11 outings lifetime 
and has won three of his past five one-turn starts; contender. LIMOUSINE 
LIBERAL is a hard-luck horse that hasn’t had his picture taken in over a 
year, however he has kept top class company and typically shows up every 
time to run his race and earn a paycheck. He ran a brave race off a long 
layoff in his last start at Keeneland, where he set a quick early pace and 
was run down by a pair of nice horses in AWESOME SLEW and A.P. Indian. 
He’s a little better at a six-furlong trip, but he’s a nice horse with a 
versatile running style that is 10-1 on the morning line; likely overlay. 
DENMAN’S CALL shocked the top choice at nearly 17-1 while stepping up 
in class to grade one company, however MASOCHISTIC was coming off a 
long layoff in that race and did all the heavy lifting carving out a quick 
pace. The chestnut did run well over a “wet-fast” surface three starts back 
and clearly likes seven-furlong on dirt, but I’m doubting he repeats his last 
effort in his first start outside of SoCal; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-9-12 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Woodford Reserve Turf Classic (G1T) 
Like many Kentucky breds, DIVISIDERO loves Kentucky Derby Day, as the 
bay son of Kitten’s Joy won this race last year at nearly 7-1, and he won 
the American Turf Stakes (G2T) at nearly 9-1 on Derby Day 2015. The 
five-year-old has “sneaky” good turf form on the weeds this winter in South 
Florida, as he bobbled at the start in the Gulfstream Park Turf Handicap 
(G1T) and was washed out in the post parade and beyond the 10-path the 
stretch in the Fort Lauderdale (G2T). He’s arguably at his best at this nine-
furlong trip on the lawn, and he loves the Matt Winn Turf Course; choice, 
based on his affinity for the local surroundings. The grade one winner 
BEACH PATROL is a hard-knocking son of Lemon Drop Kid that has been 
first-or-second in eight of his 11 lifetime starts, primarily against top class 
company. Jockey Florent Geroux knows this guy well, they figure to get a 
good trip stalking the pace and the dark bay won his lone start over a 
forgiving turf course with ease. He runs big off a layoff every time and just 
missed winning last year’s American Turf (G2T) on Derby Day 2016, the 
last time he was seen on this turf course. He hails from the high-percentage 
Chad Brown barn; major player. CONQUEST PANTHERA has never run a 
bad race on the grass and is one of the few horses out of the Conquest 
Stable dispersal sale that trainer Mark Casse decided to keep. The chestnut 
has improved in each start off the sidelines and ran a monster race to be 
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second in the Maker’s 46 Mile (G1T) at Keeneland in his last start at 27-1. 
If one takes into consideration he had to steady late in his lone off the 
board effort on the weeds, he looks even better; threat. Southern California 
invader BAL A BALI (BRZ) is coming off an upset win in the Frank E. 
Kilroe Mile (G1T) at Santa Anita in his last start, and the seven-year-old 
likes to win, having done so in an impressive 14-of-23 lifetime starts. I like 
that Javier Castellano sticks with him, he has acted on a “soft” course in 
the past and tends to run a big race fresh; can’t eliminate with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-8-10 
 
 
RACE TWELVE–The Kentucky Derby Presented by Yum! Brands (G1) 
 
I’ve been on board the MCCRAKEN train since his second start last fall at 
Churchill Downs, when the bay Ghostzapper colt won the $83,000 Street 
Sense Stakes under the Twin Spires, and I see no reason to get off now, 
especially with the prospect of him going off in the 5-1 price range. The 
Whitham Family homebred loves Louisville, having won all three of his 
prior starts at Churchill by a combined total off seven and a half lengths, 
and he has yet to run a poor race in his career. Throw out his effort in the 
Toyota Blue Grass (G1) off a near two-month layoff, where he he was a 
little too sharp, broke outward at the start, attended a slow pace and was 
one-paced the final furlong, as this is not his preferred or most effective 
running style. Look for jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr., to keep him in the 
clear from his wide post draw, cover him up while getting him to settle, and 
make one-run from the five-sixteenths pole to the wire. He’ll get an honest 
pace in front of him to set up his late kick with STATE OF HONOR, FAST 
AND ACCURATE, and possibly BATTLE OF MIDWAY carving out honest 
splits for this 10-furlong trip with the likes of ALWAYS DREAMING, IRISH 
WAR CRY, PRACTICAL JOKE, and IRAP sitting just off the front-runners in 
a pressing, stalking style. He’ll be much tighter in his second start off a 
layoff, his latest breeze at Churchill Downs was sensational and he has a 
great mind which will allow him not only to switch off early and finish late 
but also to handle the Derby Day craziness. He’s never been on an “off” 
track, which is a concern, but he’s bred top and bottom to handle it (by 
Ghostzapper out of a Seeking the Gold mare), he only needs what all 
entrants need in this race, a clean trip and a bit of racing luck; rates top 
billing. 
 
The chestnut colt GUNNEVERA is a dyed-in-the-wool closer that figures to 
benefit from an honest early pace, he acts as if he will relish the stretch out 
to this 10-furlong trip and, at 15-1 on the morning line, is an incredible 
overlay. Trainer Antonio Sano dominated Venezuelan racing to such a 
degree that he was kidnapped and held for ransom on more than one 
occasion, and the astute horseman, who picked out this son of Dialed In at 
public auction and bought him for $16,000, knows this guy like the back of 
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his hand. He has won graded stakes at three different racetracks, and I 
have to think that getting him off the traditionally speed-favoring strip at 
Gulfstream Park, where he spent all winter, will only enhance his chances 
in this spot. He was was victimized by an eventful, wide trip over a strip 
that was kind to front-runners in Hallandale Beach in the Florida Derby 
(G1), and he had to steady just as he was commencing his late run when 
IRISH WAR CRY beat him in the Holy Bull (G2), his first start off an 
extended layoff. I love that Javier Castellano–a great finishing rider–stays 
with him and this fellow caught and acted on a “sloppy” racetrack in his 
debut run at Gulfstream last summer. Look for the red horse with the blue 
bridle to be rolling late at double-digit odds; major player. 
 
I’m not sure how stable CLASSIC EMPIRE is between the ears, but he’s a 
talented racehorse that loves to win, having done so in five-of-seven 
lifetime starts, the most recent of which was an impressive off-the-pace 
score in the Arkansas Derby (G1) over a field that was somewhat light in 
stature. Bay son of Pioneerof the Nile was flat in the Holy Bull Stakes (G2) 
at 50 cents on the dollar but apparently he ran his race in the short van 
ride from Palm Meadows to Gulfstream Park that day. He has had some 
niggling, minor physical issues that caused him to miss some time after the 
Holy Bull Stakes (G2) debacle, but credit is due to Team Casse for getting 
him back on the good foot in Hot Springs. He’s another that is undefeated 
at Churchill Downs, and he was “full of run” in his career debut in 
Louisville, which was contested over a “sloppy,” sealed racetrack. He’ll 
likely improve in his second start off the sidelines and is fast enough 
according to the speed fig guys to be competitive. He should get a decent 
trip in the third flight but needs to mentally handle the extended pre-race–
paddock, post parade, and gate–and blinkers have seemed o help him with 
his focus; contender. 
 
I’ve been hot and cold on ALWAYS DREAMING since his authoritative win 
in the Florida Derby (G1), as he’s a talented colt that has never run a poor 
race and is a perfect three-for-three for trainer Todd Pletcher. On the down 
side, I’m not keen on a conditioner fiddling around with training equipment 
changes a few days before the biggest race of a horse’s career, as he has 
been galloping in draw reins the past few days to harness his 
aggressiveness, which has been on display since he arrived in Louisville. 
I’m not a big fan of draw reins, as they can make a horse tougher and 
change their action, but by all accounts he is accepting them and has been 
more settled with top exercise rider Nick Bush in the boot in the A.M. If 
he’s too keen breaking from the five-hole just to the inside of confirmed 
speedster STATE OF HONOR and is on the bridle from the opening bell, he’ll 
be cooked by the time the real running starts. On the positive side, he acts 
as if he’s tractable enough to rate and his sire, Bodemeister, ran one on the 
most impressive races to date in the 2012 Kentucky Derby (G1) setting a 
rapid pace and staying on to be a game second, and his broodmare sire, In 
Excess (Ire), was a speedster who could stay a classic distance of ground 
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and set a track record at Belmont Park for a mile and a quarter (1:58 1/5). 
He’s a brilliant horse that has won three consecutive races by a combined 
total of 20 1/2 lengths, but he’ll get bet and the race shape from a pace 
perspective works against his chances if one believes he’ll be aggressive 
from the break. He has never been in the mud but is another that is bred to 
handle it; figures for part, taking a stand against for top honors. 
 
SELECTIONS: 15-10-14-5 
 
 
RACE THIRTEEN 
ROCKIN RUDY was in over his head in the Arkansas Derby (G1) in his 
most recent start where he had a poor post draw buried on the rail in a big 
field, and the gray is the proverbial “speed of the speed” in this heat for 
trainer Doug O’Neill. Midshipman colt sports sharp past form sprinting on 
both the turf and the main track and while he has never been in the slop, 
he has won on “good” turf which indicates that he will take to the muddy 
going; formidable. STAR EMPIRE (GB) basically catches a field of recent 
maiden graduates facing winners for the first time, and this fellow is 
graded stakes placed on the main track sprinting and has finished in the 
money in six-of-eight lifetime starts for trainer Wesley Ward. He hasn’t had 
his picture taken in a while and his form has gone south since he returned 
to the races off a layoff in early February, but he returns to the races as a 
gelding for the first time in this spot; contender. VISIONARY TALE will face 
winners for the first time in this spot, but he’s a speedy son of Tale of the 
Cat who draws the rail, and the racetrack at Churchill today has a distinct 
inside speed bias. The Brad Cox barn has had a huge weekend with three 
stakes wins; threat. DILLETTANTE has run well over a “wet-fast” strip in 
the past and will appreciate tuning back in distance off his past six starts 
for Hall of Famer D. Wayne Lukas. The gray has been second in two of his 
past three starts under the Twin Spires; improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-2-1(part of entry) 
 
 
RACE FOURTEEN 
SOUPER WISH ran a big race on debut at Gulfstream Park, where the Live 
Oak homebred professionally stalked a hot pace, was tipped out in the 
drive and finished with flourish to just miss the win by a diminishing neck 
in a six-furlong heat that stopped the watch in a quick 1:10 3/5. Well-bred 
Speightstown colt is out of a Pulpit mare that could run, and this guy has 
all kinds of upside making just his second career start; major player. 
Trainer Greg Foley’s barn is white hot early on in the meet, and DIG 
CHARLIE DIG, a Discreetly Mine colt, gave a decent account of himself 
against an honest field in his only prior appearance on dirt. Dark bay colt 
ran a big race in his last start off the shelf on turf, and he should get a good 
trip stalking the pace under jockey Florent Geroux; contender. Aptly 
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named for a Derby Day card, BOURBON COUNTRY hooked a nice horse in 
Bitumen in his debut run at Churchill Downs in a six-furlong heat that 
went in a snappy 1:09 2/5, but he hasn’t been seen at the races since that 
effort, which was last June. Bay son of Harlan’s Holiday sports a sharp 
recent public work tab and will wear blinkers for the first time, but may be 
a start away from his best effort off the extended layoff; tab for a minor 
award. MOROCCO has been keeping tough company in the maiden ranks, 
and he will appreciate turning back in distance in this heat. I’ll draw a line 
through his only past start on a muddy track, where he hooked eventual 
stakes winner Mo Town and was green at the start; improvement 
expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-5-2 


