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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Seventeenth Day: Saturday, May 27, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 161-42-28-26—26%W, 60%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
RAPID RED was haltered for $15K out of his last start at Oaklawn Park 
back in early April by Hall of Famer Stave Asmussen, who recently won his 
600th lifetime race under the Twin Spires, and he’s in a snug spot to win 
right back off the claim in for $16K against “three lifetime” adversaries in 
this heat. Consistent son of Circular Quay has finished in the money in 
nine-of-12 lifetime starts, broke his maiden for a quarter at Fair Grounds 
and was kissed into the win in his last start, as he was jostled about inside 
the shadow of the wire. He has run well in his past two main track starts 
around two-turns but turns back in distance this afternoon; major player 
nonetheless. GREELYS CHARM is well-spotted by trainer J.R. Caldwell to 
be competitive in his first try at “non-winners of three lifetime” foes, as he 
won by open lengths in his last start facing conditioned $30K rivals and 
creeps in for a $16K tag in this affair. Bay gelding was entered yesterday 
for a $30K tag but the outfit opts for this easier spot, and the son of 
Greeley’s Conquest is a neck shy off winning his past three starts in 
Louisville; threat. SKY WONDER has had troubled trip in his past three 
starts on this class level, the most recent of which was 23 days ago when 
he lost all chance in a roughly-run race, as he clipped heels, retreated but 
still finished with interest. He had to steady at the nine-sixteenths pole 
(just before the half-mile marker) two starts back, and he was forced back 
at the start and was in the five-path at the quarter-pole three starts back 
and still won. He’s 6-1 on the morning line; can factor at a square price 
with a clean trip. FULL HEART takes a double-jump up in class, but the 
chestnut made short work of conditioned $8K rivals 24 days ago in wire-
to-wire fashion, but he will have to contend with the free-wheeling 
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TWENTY GAUGE, who breaks just to his outside, if sent from the opening 
bell. He has hooked next-out winners in three of his past four starts for the 
hot Greg Foley barn, but the race shape from a pace perspective works 
against his chances in this spot; hangs around for a minor award with a top 
try.  
 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-2-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The veteran campaigner TARPY’S SURPRISE stalked a quick pace and 
demonstrated a nice turn of foot off an extended layoff at the quarter-pole 
to annex a $25,000 open claiming event in Louisville two-weeks ago, and 
he gets wheeled back and is right back in for a quarter in this spot. 
Consistent son of Into Mischief has hit the board in 14-of-20 lifetime starts, 
has three of his four lifetime wins under the Twin Spires and should get a 
great trip stalking the pace under jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr. He’ll be 
much tighter in his second race off a 10-month plus hiatus, and I like that 
he turns back to this one-turn mile trip with a two-turn route race under 
his belt; major player. LIEUTENANT SEANY O certainly is in fine fettle, as 
the bay son of Bluegrass Cat has been first-or-second in four of his past six 
starts and is a neck off of being undefeated off the claim for trainer Angel 
Montano, as he haltered this guy for a $7,500 tag at Fair Grounds three 
starts back. On the down side, he turns back to a one-turn trip for the first 
time in eight starts to an eight-furlong distance at which he’s zero-for-nine 
lifetime. He’s a tick cheap for this crew but has retained sharp form while 
ascending in class; contender. MORNING BUZZ exits a quick six-furlong 
race at Churchill the opening week of the meet (1:09 4/5 for $25K 
claimers), but he got a great trip and failed to fire in his first start off the 
claim. He has improved in each start off a two-month plus layoff and has a 
license to move forward making the third start of his current form cycle, 
and he was sharp in Louisville last summer in a pair of one-turn mile heats 
facing $40,000 starter allowance types; threat. MOON GATE WARRIOR 
was no match for the top choice on the drop in his last start, though he will 
appreciate turning back to a flat mile trip, as he has won three-of-five 
eight-furlong starts on dirt, however the last one came at a two-turn trip at 
Delta Downs. There isn’t a lot of early pace signed on in this heat to set up 
the closer’s late kick; seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-6-4 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The well-bred Mineshaft filly MINES AND MAGIC is the “horse for the 
course” in this affair, as the homebred has won three-of-four lifetime starts 
in Louisville and drops out of grade one stakes company into this $80,000 
optional claiming/third-tier allowance affair for trainer Vicki Oliver. The 
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bay filly was in over her head in the Humana Distaff (G1) in her last start 
and was in the five-path at the quarter-pole, she was beaten less than five 
lengths in the penultimate effort in the Madison Stakes (G1) at Keeneland, 
where she was seven-wide turning for home, and she faced a pair of next-
out winners in the $50K Minaret Stakes at Tampa Bay Downs, a race she 
figured to need off a five-month plus layoff. She won the $100,000 
Dogwood Stakes at Churchill last September at this seven-furlong trip, and 
she has won her past two starts at Churchill outside of stakes company. 
She has room for improvement making her third start off the shelf; major 
player. DURANGO has never put forth a poor effort at Churchill Downs and 
will surely appreciate the class relief dropping from the grade one Apple 
Blossom Handicap (G1) into this optional claiming/allowance heat for 
trainer Randy Morse. First Samurai filly had traffic problems at the 
quarter-pole in her last start on this class level two starts back in Hot 
Springs and just missed place money by a half-length in a race that went in 
a quick 1:09 2/5, and this filly has an affinity for the local strip having 
been first-or-second in two-of-three lifetime starts at Churchill. She has 
fired off a couple of sharp works since her last race; contender. The gray 
SEA CLOUD is eligible for improvement in her third start of the shelf for 
the white-hot Brendan Walsh barn, an outfit that is winning at a high-
percentage at the tilt and had one winner on Thursday’s card—
Awesometastic ($4)—and a pair of winners—Kapellmeister ($13.60) and 
Beauly (GB), who paid $14—on yesterday’s card. Mizzen Mast miss will 
take her first crack at “three other than” company in this heat, but she has 
never run a bad one with Lasix or on dirt at distances from six and a half 
to seven-furlongs. It’s difficult to ignore anything this outfit currently leads 
over; threat. STAGEPLAY’s sharp form fell apart last winter in New 
Orleans, but she is a talented daughter of Curlin who was rightly given a lot 
of time off by the Asmussen barn after her debacle in last year’s Eight 
Belles Stakes (G2), and she had to have needed her last race, her first start 
in nearly a year, in that effort at Keeneland in late April. I’m not crazy 
about the post draw, but she will be tighter this go-around; improvement 
expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-6-1 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
MONEY FLOWS is a very nice horse with a great pedigree, as the son of 
Mailbu Moon is out of Words of War, a multiple graded stakes winning 
daughter of Lord At War (Arg) who is the dam of the multiple graded 
stakes winner and sire E Dubai in addition to the grade one stakes winner 
No Matter What, and is a full-sister to Ascutney, a graded stakes winner in 
her own right and the dam of grade one winner Raven’s Pass. He has never 
run a bad race from 10 prior starts for trainer Al Stall, Jr., and his last 
three losses have come at the hands of some nice horses in December 
Seven, Iron Fist and Hawaakom, respectively. He returns to the races off a 
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brief freshening and is a scant neck shy off of winning three of his past four 
starts off the sidelines. He has effective tactical speed; choice. The Green 
Sheet has always been a fan of GUEST SUITE, and trainer Neil Howard 
drops the son Quality Road back into allowance company off a trio of 
efforts against graded stakes company in New Orleans on the Derby Trail 
looking to get back on the proverbial “good foot” this afternoon. The bay 
gelding will face older horses for the first time, but he likes Churchill, a 
mile and a sixteenth on dirt, returns the races fresh and has annexed his 
past two starts off a layoff; major player. FLASHY JEWEL caught a 
“sloppy”, sealed racetrack in his last start that he didn’t care for, and the 
gray always breaks running and is the controlling speed of this race on 
paper. He’s another entrant that likes Churchill Downs and this mile and a 
sixteenth trip on the main track, and he won a $60K stakes race at 
Gulfstream in his last start going eight and a half furlong on dirt. He is a 
consistent horse that has hit the board in seven of his past 11 starts; lots to 
like. FISH TRAPPE ROAD drops out of graded stakes company and has 
been facing the likes of Bird Song, Awesome Slew, Whitmore, A.P. Indian 
Limousine Liberal, Texas Chrome, and Defrong in his past five outings. He 
won his last start in the allowance ranks at Churchill Downs by open 
lengths, and he has bankrolled over a half-million lifetime, which is tops in 
this field in career earnings. He’s better at a shorter trip, but he will 
appreciate the class relief; can’t eliminate with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-3-4 
 
 
RACE FIVE—The Keertana Stakes 
The late-running QUIET BUSINESS has been nails since stretching out to 
distances of a mile and three-eighths and beyond on the turf, as the Quiet 
American filly cleared the “a other than” allowance condition over the 
Matt Winn Turf Course last fall when stretching out from a mile and three-
sixteenths trip, and she won a soft edition of the 12-panel Bewitch (G3T) 
over four other rivals off a two-month layoff in her last start in Lexington 
29 days ago. All three of her lifetime wins have been with jockey Brian 
Hernandez, Jr. in the boot, and she has room to improvement making her 
second start off the shelf; rates top billing. DARING DUTCHESS did all of 
the heavy lifting in the aforementioned Bewitch (G3T) and gave way in the 
lane to the top choice, but that was her first start off a near four-month 
layoff, and she will definitely be tighter this time. She’s the controlling 
speed on the hedge in a small field, but RACHEL WALL figures to be in 
close attendance from the outset, and she caved-in off soft splits in her last 
start. Positives include her useful form off the claim and her perfect record 
over the local course; contender. The Maryland-invader NORTHERN 
SMILE will take her first stab at a 12-furlong trip on the weeds in this spot 
for trainer Kelly Rubley, and the gray daughter of Outflanker (by Danzig) 
ran a big race off a lengthy layoff in a $75K stakes at Laurel over “yielding” 
ground in her last start and will likely improve upon that effort in this 
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affair in the second start of her current form cycle. She tends to come up 
short in stakes, however, and her form may have been enhanced by the 
forgiving ground in her last start, though she did out-finish Cambodia in 
that affair, and that rival came back to win the Gallorette Stakes (G3T) at 
Pimlico on the Preakness undercard. She’ll be more in touch with the front-
runners on the stretch out and is an overlaid 8-1 on the morning line; 
threat. RACHEL WALL was taken off her game in her last start when she 
was forced to come from off the pace after she was bumped and clipped 
heels at the start, but the bay daughter of Blame didn’t embarrass herself 
splitting a field of 10 in a tough “three other than” allowance event of the 
weeds at Keeneland to be beaten three lengths for all the money at nearly 
29-1. She clearly prefers to stalk the pace and will do so in this spot with a 
clean start, but her best past form in grass marathons have been on the 
inner turf course at Saratoga. She’s one of two entrants in the field with a 
past win going 12-furlongs in the lawn (the top choice is the other) but 
seems destined for a minor award this afternoon. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-2-4 
 
 
RACE SIX 
I’m a fan of Exchange Rate fillies and, as such, will go with the price play 
(10-1 morning line) SOLILOQUY making her main track debut in this heat 
for trainer Eddie Kenneally. Gray miss didn’t show much on debut on the 
turf at Keeneland, however it’s a tall order for any horse to win a two-turn 
grass race right out of the box, and she figured to get a ton of experience 
and fitness out of the effort despite her seventh-place finish. She is bred to 
relish the surface change to the main track (she’s out of a Clever Trick 
mare) and is sitting on a sharp :47 3/5 half-mile breeze since the debut 
run. Improvement expected; choice, at a price. RING ME UP has never run 
a bad race for trainer Steve Margolis and demonstrated some moxie when 
finishing second to next-out winner Untapped, a full sister to champion 
Untapable, last fall at Keeneland. She broke from the seven-hole and was a 
bit wide throughout the race in her last start over an inside speed-favoring, 
“sloppy”, sealed racetrack on Derby Day, and she will likely improve in her 
second start off a lengthy layoff; contender. MY BRIGHT IDEA has never 
put forth a poor effort around two-turns for trainer Buff Bradley and was 
game in an off-the-turf affair contested over a “fast” surface in her last 
start 23 days ago hooking in a five-horse, soft maiden allowance heat. She 
seems to have enough of an early lick that jockey James Graham may be 
able to ease over and save some ground prior to the clubhouse turn; threat. 
TIZ MY LADY is a $300,000 daughter of Tiznow that has found her best 
stride too late in a pair of sprints for trainer Helen Pitts, and this bay filly 
is bred top and bottom (she’s out of a Fusaichi Pegasus mare) to relish the 
stretch out around two-turns for the first time in this spot. She’s another 
whose chances were compromised by an inside speed-favoring racetrack in 
her last start in the slop on Oaks Day, as she was seven-wide at the 
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quarter-pole and making up ground late against the bias. She has plenty of 
upside making just her third career start; formidable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-10-7 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
I’ll take a shot with a price play SONG OF SPRING (8-1 morning line) in 
this entry-level allowance affair to be contested at a seven-furlong trip on 
the main track, as two of the primary contenders—AWESTRUCK and 
MARCY DARCY—are recent maiden grads that will be facing winners for 
the first time.  Spring At Last filly caught a “sloppy” racetrack in her last 
start—her first off a near two-month layoff—that she didn’t seem to care 
for, and her past two starts over a “fast” main track are solid. She was a 
good third behind Valadorna—second in last year’s Breeder’s Cup Juvenile 
Fillies (G1)—in her first start against winners in New Orleans back in 
January, and I like the slight turn back in distance to this seven-eighths 
trip; she should improve in her second start off a layoff; choice. 
AWESTRUCK, a $525,000 daughter of Tapit out of a grade two winning 
Tiznow mare, cat-hopped when catching a “good”, sealed surface in her 
third career start, when she stalked a quick pace and drew off in the lane 
to win by open lengths, beating next-out winner Golden Domer in the 
process. The gray obviously has some talent, as she has never run a bad 
race for trainer Rusty Arnold and was a good third on debut at Gulfstream 
Park behind next-out winner Nonna Bella and eventual grade two stakes 
winner Salty. She’s clearly found of seven-eighths on dirt, but will try 
winners for the first time and will get bet; figures for part, taking a stand 
against for top honors. MARCY DARCY faced eventual Ashland Stakes 
(G1) winner Sailor’s Valentine in addition to two other next-out winners 
right out of the box at Keeneland last fall and was a respectable fourth and 
validated that effort with a daylight win in 1:10 flat in Hot Springs when 
breaking her maiden in her second career start. She figures to be 
prominent early in race in which there is speed drawn to her inside and 
outside and like AWESTRUCK, she will face winners for the first time. The 
Asmussen barn knocked out the early double on today’s card with Rapid 
Red ($4) in the first and Morning Buzz ($8) in the second; cannot 
eliminate with confidence. DARIA’S ANGEL bested fellow entrant PINCH 
HIT at Keeneland in her last start, an impressive effort considering it was 
her first outing off a brief layoff in her first crack at winners in her dirt 
debut. She will step out of “non-winners of two lifetime” claiming company 
into this entry-level allowance affair this afternoon, however; on the 
fringes.  
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-5-8 
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RACE EIGHT 
LITTLEIRISH DANCER’s lifetime form on the grass is suspect at best, but 
she is one of two entrants in this light $40K maiden claiming affair that 
has prior race experience on the weeds (HIDDEN GARDEN is the other), 
and she split a field of six when last seen at the races back in late March at 
Gulfstream facing $75,000 maiden claiming types. She gets in light with 
the seven-pound “bug boy” Rayan Gazader named for the assignment, and 
she figures to be prominent early in a field with a dearth of front-running 
types; gets the nod. I’M WITH MILLER has some hints of green in her 
pedigree (by Sky Mesa out of a Broken Vow mare), and the bay filly 
improved when dropping in class in her last start and stretching out in 
distance. She creeps down the claiming ladder in this spot and should be 
more in touch with the early pace stretching out around two turns for the 
first time. She has a lot of upside making just her third a career start; 
contender. REMEMBER THE ALIMO makes up half of a formidable, 
uncoupled entry sent postward by trainer Brad Cox, and this $90,000 
daughter of Uncle Mo demonstrated mild improvement when stretching 
out around two-turns in her last start, and she drops in for a tag and will 
try the turf for the first time this afternoon; threat. DESERT POEM returns 
to the races off a six-month plus hiatus in this heat for trainer Ian Wilkes, 
but the bay daughter of Desert Party drops into the claiming ranks for the 
first time and did run a decent race versus maiden allowance company two 
starts back at Keeneland last fall; improvement expected on the drop. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-8-1  
 
 
RACE NINE 
IVY BELL takes a step up in class to tackle “two other than” allowance 
company for the first time, but the dark bay daughter of Archarcharch has 
never run a bad race at Churchill Downs and is bred top and bottom (she’s 
out of a Forest Wildcat mare) to love the slight stretch out to seven-panels 
in this spot. Consistent filly has finished in the money in six-of-nine career 
starts, sports a versatile running style and has crossed the finish line first 
in her past two starts under the Twin Spires. Her last start is even more 
impressive considering she was making her first outing off a six-month 
layoff, she lunged at the break and completed six furlongs in a snappy 1:10 
1/5. The step up to second-tier allowance company will only help her price 
(9-2 on the morning line); choice. TWIRL GIRL has been first-or-second in 
five of eight starts lifetime over a “fast” main track, has improved in each 
start off the shelf and will appreciate turning back in distance to this 
seven-furlong trip in this heat. Dark bay Twirling Candy filly has never 
been worse than second at Churchill Downs, is an overlaid 12-1 on the 
morning line and is eligible for improvement making the third start of her 
current form cycle; lots to like. CLASSIC BO steps up in class off her past 
three starts and returns to the races off a two-month plus layoff, but this 
bay filly beat a similar field at Churchill last fall in gate-to-wire fashion at 
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nearly 18-1 at a one-turn mile trip. If one considers she got caught up in a 
protracted speed duel in her past two starts and caught a “muddy”, sealed 
racetrack that she didn’t like three starts back, her form looks even better. 
She’s the “speed of the speed” in here and can get brave late if left alone on 
the front-end; “live” longshot. CARE comes into this race riding a two-race 
winning streak and exits four quick races, but she will step up to face “two 
other than” allowance/optional $62,500 adversaries this afternoon. 
Daughter of Trappe Shot should get a great trip stalking the pace, however, 
under jockey Corey Lanerie and seems well-suited to this seven-furlong 
trip; more interested as the price increases.  
 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-7-6 
 
 
RACE TEN—Winning Colors Stakes (G3) 
The super-quick filly FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM is clearly to horse to beat in 
the 2017 renewal of the Winning Colors Stakes (G3), as the dark bay 
daughter of Twirling Candy is the controlling speed in the race and beat 
three of these entrants—stablemate MAYLA, ATHENA and COVEY 
TRACE—on the opening night of the meet in the $65,000 Roxelana Stakes. 
She got a little late as the heavy favorite in that race making her first start 
off a near four-month layoff, and she figured to need that effort as she 
started to drift out late. She will be much tighter this time, is a perfect four-
for-four at Churchill Downs and is a mere half-length from being 
undefeated in one-turn races; holds all the aces. ATHENA, like the top 
choice, loves Churchill Downs, and was getting to FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM 
in her last start, however that rival probably wasn’t fully cranked-up for 
that effort coming off an extended layoff. Late-running sprinter is a nice 
mare, has never been off the board at a flat six-panel strip on the main 
track and is very consistent, having finished in the money in 14-of-22 
lifetime starts. She’s eligible for improvement making the third start of her 
current form cycle, but looks second best in this spot. GAME TIME 
DECISION got roughed up at the start and was one-paced late in her first 
start against stakes company in her last race, albeit against state-bred 
company in a $45,000 affair at Hawthorne. Dark bay daughter of Put It 
Back proved to be an astute claim for trainer Brad Cox, as she is three-
parts of a length from winning her past three starts in the optional 
claiming/allowance ranks since being haltered for $50,000 last fall in 
Louisville. I like the slight turn back in distance, and she has three works 
under her belt since the last start, including a sharp :47 3/5 move under 
the Twin Spires on May 14th. She should get a good trip stalking the pace 
and is 15-1 on the morning line; using in exotic wagers. RAMONA’S 
WILDCAT steps out of Louisiana-bred company in this grade three stakes, 
but she has never run a bad race at Churchill, having been second in a pair 
of stakes races versus open company in the past in Louisville, and she has 
finished in the money in eight-of-nine starts since entering the Tom Amoss 
barn. She tends to run a big race off a layoff, returns to the races fresh, and 
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returns to her preferred surface—dirt—in this spot. She’s 20-1 on the 
morning line; lots to like.  
 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-5-4 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN  
GLADTOBEHERE takes a marked drop in class from $50K starter 
allowance company into the $16,000 conditioned claiming ranks in this 
spot, and I’m drawing a line through his last start where he came in at the 
start and bumped rivals. Gelded son of Super Saver got some seasoning 
against winners in his last outing and broke his maiden for a $50K price 
tag at Keeneland at a big price two starts back. Throw out his turf start and 
the debut run where he hooked eventual Kentucky Derby (G1) winner 
Always Dreaming, and he looks even better on paper; choice. ENDURING 
HONOR turns back to a distance at which he has his only lifetime win, and 
he woke up on the drop in his last start when the blinkers came off 15 days 
ago. Trainer Tom Amoss seems to have found the class level where this son 
of Broken Vow can be competitive; contender. SPEEDY A.P. hooked up with 
ENDURING HONOR from the opening bell in his last start and bested that 
rival by a nose on the line, and he broke his maiden for a $50K tag at 
Gulfstream at this one-turn mile trip. His past two lackluster efforts on the 
main track have come at the hands of useful sorts such as Greeley and Ben, 
Hence and Guest Suite; threat. WALKER’S WAY steps up in class after 
braking his maiden for a dime in his last start, but he was competitive for a 
quarter three starts back on the weeds at Fair Grounds and caught a 
“sloppy” racetrack he didn’t like in an off-the-turf heat in his second start 
off the shelf. The Greg Foley barn has been “live” at the current tilt; useful 
when spreading in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-7-10 


