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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Twenty-Sixth Day: Saturday, June 10, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 247-70-44-38—28%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The gray filly BILL’S WEALTHYGIRL stalked a swift pace and came up 
empty in the stretch in her first crack at “non-winners of three lifetime” 
claiming adversaries on May 21 at Churchill, when she showed up with 
front bandages and caught a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack. Her best past form 
has been at Tampa Bay Downs, but she does take a two-pronged class drop 
in this spot and figures to get a great trip stalking anticipated front-
runners LEANNE N SUSAN and STARSHIP AQUARIUS; rates top billing. 
JULIET FOXTROT returns to the races of a near three-month layoff and 
her past form off the shelf is dicey at best, but she does take a marked class 
drop and will return to her preferred surface—dirt—in this affair. She has 
annexed two-of-three lifetime starts in Louisville, including her last main 
track start by open lengths facing tougher adversaries three starts back. 
The deep closer probably want more ground that six panels, but the early 
pace should be honest in this sprint; contender. GREELY’S STRIKER is 
another closer that would benefit from LEANNE N SUSAN and STARSHIP 
AQUARIUS carving out an honest early pace, and she finished well in her 
last start to be beaten a diminishing length and a half for all the money 
despite breaking slow and being in the nine-path at the quarter-pole. She 
has a pronounced tendency to break tardily (has done so in her past four 
races), but she has demonstrated mild improvement with blinkers and 
woke up when creeping into conditioned claiming company in her last 
start; threat. STARSHIP AQUARIUS is the “speed of the speed” in this 
affair, but she likes to pop-and-stop, evidenced by her two-for-32 lifetime 
record. She should have company on the front-end in the form of LEANNE 
N SUSAN, who pressed a :23 2/5 opening quarter-mile in her last start and 
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gets in light with a seven-pound apprentice named for the assignment; 
hangs on for a minor award with a top try. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-6-5  
 
 
RACE TWO 
SHE’S A BOOTSY TOO takes an eye-catching class drop from open $40K 
claiming/second-tier allowance company at Oaklawn Park into this 
$16,000 “non-winners of three lifetime” heat while making her first start 
off a near three-month layoff. Late-running bay filly is minor stakes placed 
over a “muddy” surface at this six-furlong trip on the main track, and 
there is plenty of pace signed on in this affair to set up her closing kick; 
choice on the drop. MISS COCO seemed to have benefited from the time off 
over the winter, as she has improved in each start since returning from a 
three-month and change break back in March at Turfway. Dark bay filly 
demonstrated a nice turn of foot when making short work of “two lifetime” 
adversaries on this class level in her last start to win by open lengths, and 
she takes the next natural progression up the ladder in this spot. She has 
finished in the money in four-of-five lifetime outings under the Twin Spires; 
contender. The speedy MY MYSTERY will make her first start off the claim 
for trainer Angel Montano, who haltered this daughter of Colonel John for 
$8,000 out of her last race at Churchill four weeks ago. She’s the 
proverbial “speed of the speed”, but she figures to set a pressured pace and 
she steps up in class. She did knock out her first start against winners by 
open lengths and has been first-or-second in three-of-four lifetime starts; 
threat. TESSA’S TREAT ran a big race off a two-month plus freshening in 
her last start, where she broke running, was engaged in a protracted speed 
duel for three-quarters of a mile and suffered a tough head beat on the wire 
facing similar foes 20 days ago. She will be tighter this time around in the 
second start of her current form cycle; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-2-1 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The 8-5 morning line favorite PROVIDENCE has been the beaten chalk in 
his last two starts against maiden claiming rivals at Churchill, the most 
recent of which was 15 days ago, but with the late scratch of Star Quality, 
this Bellamy Road colt inherits the role of the controlling speed in small 
field choc-full of late running types. He tends to be one-paced in the final 
eighth of a mile, however he has never run poorly under the Twin Spires, 
has finished in the money in six-of-seven lifetime starts, and he should like 
stretching out two-furlongs to this one-turn mile set up. The blinkers have 
helped a bit; choice, gate-to-wire. I’m throwing out HARANGUE’s last start 
on the grass at Indiana Grand—a surface he clearly didn’t care for—and the 
chestnut son of Pure Prize has never run poorly on the main track or when 
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in for a tag, and he’s on the drop in this spot for trainer Scooter Hughes. I 
like the turn back in distance to this one-turn, eight-furlong trip, and he 
finished with interest to be a solid second against slightly tougher rivals 
two starts back over a “fast” strip in Louisville. He’s a consistent sort that 
has placed in six-of-eight lifetime starts and an overlay at 6-1 on the 
morning line; turf-to-dirt angle looks “live”. MAGICIAN MAN drops in for a 
tag for the first time for trainer Steve Hobby, and this $300,000 son of 
Drosselmeyer sports solid one-turn form and will turn back to a one-turn, 
eight-furlong trip in this heat. Bay colt was a solid third at a seven-eighths 
trip at Saratoga last summer and just missed breaking his maiden right out 
of the box at Parx going six-panels; threat on the drop. SILVER G T O put 
forth the best effort of his career to date two starts back going a mile under 
the Twin Spires, where he got bumped around in the stretch drive but was 
still making up ground late, and he returns to the main track in this spot 
after an uninspiring effort on the weeds in his last outing 15 days ago. The 
race shape from a pace perspective works against the closer, but he’s 15-1 
on the morning line; some things to like.  
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-1-5 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
I’ll take a shot with the price play JACK TRIPP (10-1 morning line) in this 
spot, as the projected heavy favorite FINANCIAL MODELING looks 
vulnerable at criminally low odds. This chestnut son of Flatter has 
improved in each start since returning from a brief freshening back in 
May, and he has effective tactical speed in a race without a lot of front 
running types on board. He’s a tick quicker on paper than FINANCIAL 
MODELING—the other early pace threat—and he likes Churchill Downs and 
a mile and a sixteenth on dirt; gets the nod. FINANCIAL MODELING takes 
a hard class drop from open $40,000 claiming/“two other than” allowance 
company into this open $16K affair for the high percentage Brad Cox 
outfit. Dark bay son of Street Boss got involved in a moderate pace duel 
and quit as the favorite in his last start at Indiana Grand, but that was his 
first effort off a three-month layoff, and he’ll be tighter this go-around. He 
hasn’t beaten a horse in his last two starts and the top choice has a quicker 
early lick on paper; logical choice for part, taking a stand against for top 
honors off his current form. WOODMANS LUCK creeps out of $10K starter 
allowance company into the $16K open claiming ranks, but he was 
competitive on the class level in New Orleans over the winter and has 
finished in the money in an impressive 15-of-20 starts lifetime going a mile 
and a sixteenth on dirt. He’ll get a ground-saving trip on the fence under 
jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr.; threat. TREASURY BILL ships in from 
Arlington on the drop for trainer Louie Roussel looking for form reversal, 
as it has been over a year since the veteran son of Lemon Drop Kid has had 
his picture taken. He went to the sidelines off flat form and returns to the 
races off a two-month and change layoff, but he has never been in this 
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cheap and has a prior win at Churchill to his credit; on the fringes.  
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-1-6 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The bay filly DONTMESSWITHJOANNE hasn’t bee n seen at the races in 
five months, but this is clearly a filly with some ability and the Brad Cox 
barn wins at a high percentage with horses returning off lengthy layoffs. 
Daughter of Pioneerof the Nile broke her maiden on debut over the Matt 
Winn Turf Course in impressive fashion last fall, as she was bothered at the 
start, was on the track apron (11-path) at the quarter-pole, and still won 
going away by five lengths and change. She validated that effort with a 
good second-place try in her first crack at winners in New Orleans back in 
January, and she tipped her hand with a :47 3/5 “bullet” breeze over the 
local course around the dogs back on May 16; fires fresh. FAULT will make 
her first start off the claim for trainer Michelle Lovell, whose outfit wins at 
a high percentage in this type of situation. Bay daughter of Blame makes a 
lateral move in class from open $50K claiming company into this “a other 
than” allowance affair and has solid past turf form, including a daylight 
three and a quarter-length win in her first outing on the weeds in 
Louisville. She has effective tactical speed, and I like how she broke sharp 
in her last start, rated, then came again and drew off, and she has an 
excuse in her lone off the board effort on the grass, where she was bumped 
in the early stages of the race and lost her stalking position; contender. 
GENTLE KITTEN has a license to improve in her third start off a layoff for 
trainer Mike Maker, although her form against winners is sketchy. She 
prefers “firm” ground and will get it this afternoon, and she will appreciate 
turning back from a nine-furlong heat to this flat mile trip in this spot, and 
if you draw a line through her starts over forgiving terrain, her form looks 
much more appealing; threat. MAXIMUS BEAUTY is a versatile bay filly 
that broke her maiden in the slop at a one-turn mile trip two starts back, 
ran well in her first start against winners at Pimlico over a “fast” strip, and 
she has useful past turf form in New Orleans. She showed a bit of early lick 
in her last dirt-to-turf start but is tractable enough to rate; dirt-to-turf 
angle playable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-5-8 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The E.A. Cox homebred NAPLES PRINCESS is an honest closer in a race 
loaded with early speed—always a good angle—and this well bred daughter 
of Distorted Humor is coming off a big effort off a long layoff in her last 
start, where she rallied from off the pace, made the lead then gave it up in 
the shadow of the wire after a prolonged stretch drive. She will likely move 
forward in her second start off the shelf and with NO MORE BABIES, CARA 
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BLYTHE, FIVE STAR FACTOR, CASH IN and SHE’S TAKEN all carving out 
an honest pace, the race totally sets up for her late kick. She broke her 
maiden over a “fast” strip with Brian Hernandez, Jr. in the boot going away 
despite being eight-wide at the quarter-pole; mows them down late. CARA 
BLYTHE is a fleet-of-foot Big Brown filly that has retained honest form 
while stepping up in class for Hall of Fame conditioner Jack Van Berg, and 
she’s won both her previous starts on dirt by a combined total of 11 and a 
quarter lengths. I like that she was only beaten two lengths and change 
while ascending in class and trying winners for the first time, where she 
was five-wide at the top of the stretch in a turf sprint. She’ll relish the 
surface change to dirt, doesn’t have to be on the lead to win, and should get 
a nice forwardly placed pressing trip in a race loaded with early speed. 
She’ll be tighter this time around and is 15-1 on the morning line; overlay 
material. The well bred gray CASH IN (she’s by Tapit out of a graded stakes 
winning Mt. Livermore mare) broke her maiden in her fifth start for 
trainer Brad Cox, airing by 14 lengths and change in the mud at Indiana 
Grand on May 9, covering six panels in a swift 1:09 3/5 at 40-cents on the 
dollar. She’ll try winners for the first time, but ran well in her only 
previous start over a “fast” surface in Louisville, and she was banging 
heads with honest maiden allowance company over the winter at Fair 
Grounds. Her tactical speed will serve her well, and she’s sitting on a razor-
sharp :47 flat move at Indiana Grand in preparation for this start; threat. 
SHE’S TAKEN impressed on debut at Hawthorne last fall, as she broke 
running and wired a short field by open lengths in a quick 1:09 4/5. 
$200,000 daughter of City Zip is bred to sprint and clearly has some 
ability, but she hooks a salty field in her first start against winners; more 
interested as the price increases.  
 
SELECTIONS: 9-3-5-6 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The Dixiana homebred LA SOLA RANGER ran a big race on debut in a two-
turn turf heat at Churchill three weeks ago, where she got hammered at 
the start but managed to fire from off the pace to finish third of 12, beaten 
less than two lengths for all the money. She has all kinds of upside making 
just her second career start and will be much tighter for her first crack at a 
nine-furlong trip on the weeds; rates top billing. PAULINE REVERE broke 
well, was taken in hand then finished with mild interest in her turf debut 
back on May 14 at Churchill, where she was fourth of 10 on the stretch out 
from a seven-furlong trip on the main track to a nine-furlong grass affair. 
Homebred hooked eventual stakes winner Salty in the debut run and 
seems to be rounding into form for trainer Ian Wilkes; contender. 
AUNTIE’S THE ONE is a chestnut daughter of Exchange Rate that has 
demonstrated minor improvement on turf, and she was only two lengths 
off the top choice in her last start despite having to steady on the 
clubhouse turn. She should get a good trip stalking the pace on the slight 
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stretch out; threat. UNION WAY was a good third in an off-the-turf event 
contested over a “fast” main track in Louisville Derby Week, but this bay 
daughter of Union rags seems to be a better filly on turf and will return to 
the grass in this heat for trainer Rusty Arnold. Well-bred filly is out of a 
Dynaformer mare and is eligible to move forward in her third start off an 
extended layoff. She’s 8-1 on the morning line; useful in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-6-9 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The speedy HOLD THE DOOR ran well in his first start off the claim for 
trainer Jack Van Berg—his first against winners—as he set a quick pace 
and tired in the lane in a heat that went in 1:10 flat—very fast for $30K 
“two lifetime” claiming stock. He comes right back off 20 days rest at the 
same class level and will wear blinkers for the first time, but he will have to 
deal with OSO READY from the outset, and that rival is quicker on paper 
and is the recipient of a better post draw. He can get game when engaged in 
the early stages of the race, though I’m a little worried about the slight 
stretch out to this seven-eighths trip. There are no world-beaters in here; 
gets the nod. DARK ARDEN possesses effective tactical speed, gave a good 
account of himself in his first start against winners and should get a great 
trip under the seven-pound “bug boy” Rayan Gazader stalking HOLD THE 
DOOR and OSO READY. He steps up in class, but that will insure an honest 
price, and the dark bay is fairly consistent having placed in five-of-nine 
lifetime starts; contender. GRIDIRON CAT hasn’t had his picture taken 
since last summer, but his form has been honest since he dropped into 
$30K conditioned claiming company over the winter at Fair Grounds, and 
he will be tighter making his second start off a near two-month layoff in 
this heat. I’m not crazy about the inside post draw coming out of the partial 
chute and seven-furlongs may beyond this fellow’s scope; likely for part, 
talking a stand against for top honors. RUNNING BACK will make his first 
start off the claim for trainer Jimmy Baker, who haltered the gray son of 
Hold Me Back for $30,000 out of his last start. It took this guy a while to 
break his maiden and he failed to seriously menace in his first start against 
winners; seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-1-7 
 
 
RACE NINE 
TOUR DE FORCE returns to the races off a two-month freshening for 
trainer Mark Casse, and the regally bred Tiznow colt out of the grade one 
winning mare Dream Supreme fetched a cool $1.3 million as a yearling 
back in 2014 and has only finished worse than second—in his last race—
where he was unprepared and lunged at the start. He has a pair of “bullet” 
five-eighths moves under his belt since his last race, and he should get a 
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good trip stalking the pace if he breaks well; choice. TOM’S D’ETAT has 
never put forth a poor effort on the main track for trainer Al Stall, Jr., and 
it seems like he was spinning his wheels in his first start in the slop in his 
last outing at Churchill on Oaks Day, his first race off a brief layoff. Well-
bred Smart Strike colt clearly has some ability, as he broke his maiden at 
Saratoga last summer by open lengths and validated that effort with a 
convincing score in his first start against winners at Fair Grounds over the 
winter. He’s cut out to be a nice colt; contender. ARCHANOVA has run well 
in three of his last four main track starts off layoffs, and he returns to the 
races this afternoon off a brief freshening for trainer Ian Wilkes. The dark 
bay’s form has improved of late, he has finished in the money in two-of-
three starts lifetime on the main track at Churchill, and he has a five-panel 
“bullet” breeze at Keeneland in 1:00 1/5 in his holster; plenty to like. 
BITUMEN has never missed the trifecta outside of graded stakes company, 
and he drops out of the Pat Day Mile (G3), where he was overmatched, 
broke slow and was not a factor. Mineshaft colt is unproven beyond six-
furlongs, but is bred to handle the stretch out and the class relief obviously 
works in his favor. It has been a long time between drinks for this guy, but 
I can’t toss him and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-4-8 
 
 
RACE TEN—Old Forester Mint Julep Handicap (G3T) 
The hard-knocking BELIEVE IN BERTIE had a four-race winning streak 
snapped in the Distaff Turf Mile (G2T) on the Derby Day undercard, but 
she was gallant in defeat stepping up in class and dropping a head decision 
to the Chad Brown-trained Roca Rojo, who came out of that race to finish 
last as the favorite, beaten six and three-quarter lengths, in today’s Just A 
Game (G1T) at Belmont Park. Dark bay daughter of Langfuhr will get the 
“firm” going she prefers, drops down in class, and it doesn’t hurt that she’s 
the controlling speed in the race with an inside post draw. She should get 
some token pressure early from SKY MY SKY, but this consistent filly has 
been first-or-second in 10-of-12 lifetime starts; holds all the aces. The 
South American import DONA BRUJA (ARG) is an interesting play in this 
year’s renewal of the Mint Julep Handicap (G3T), as the bay mare loves to 
win, having done so in eight-of-10 lifetime starts, but will be making her 
North American debut off a six-month layoff. She has won three of her past 
four starts of the shelf, however, and annexed the Group 1 Copa de Plata 
Mansilla International Stakes (Gr.1T)—the Argentinian equivalent of the 
Kentucky Oaks (G1)—going away in impressive fashion. She has never 
missed the exacta in her career, has won at distances from seven-furlongs 
to a mile and a quarter on grass, and will run with Lasix for the first-time 
in her career. She’s sitting on a “bullet” half-mile move at Keeneland in :48 
1/5, and should be a playable price with all the money going to morning 
line favorite BELIEVE IN BERTIE; major player. LINDA is a nice filly that 
annexed the Mrs. Revere (G2T) over the Matt Winn Turf Course last fall, 
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though she has been one-paced in the stretch drive in both her starts in 
2017 against tough graded stakes company in Louisville and South 
Florida, respectively. Gray daughter of Scat Daddy is eligible for 
improvement making the third start of her current form cycle, and she has 
never been off the board from six prior starts lifetime on the weeds; 
formidable. SKY MY SKY is undefeated on turf in Louisville and is coming 
off an impressive three-length tally versus high-end optional 
claiming/third-tier allowance company at Churchill on May 14. She should 
get a good trip stalking the top choice, but this bay daughter of Bernardini 
tends to come up short in stakes; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-7-3 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
SALES CALL looks like a solid play in Saturday’s nightcap “get out” race, 
as the daughter of Bellamy Road has never put forth a poor effort since 
dropping into the maiden claiming ranks, she has a touch of tactical speed 
and was a good second on this class level 27 days ago, where she did all the 
heavy lifting on the front end and was only beaten a length and change for 
all the money; rates top billing. DON’T TELL BRANDI takes a marked class 
drop from maiden allowance company into the $30K maiden claiming 
ranks in this spot, and the chestnut daughter of Daaher has faced three 
next-out winners in her first two starts; contends on the drop. CLASSIC 
BRIT is a first-time starter that hails from the crafty Joe Deegan barn, and 
this To Honor and Serve filly has an extensive relatively gap-free work tab 
since early March. She can pop at first asking at a square price; watch the 
tote board. I’m not crazy about the wide post draw for the first-time starter 
PAOLA, especially without a horse breaking to her outside, but this is a 
non-descript maiden claiming heat and this dark bay daughter of 
Misremembered has been training forwardly for trainer Brendan Walsh, 
who outfit is hitting at a gaudy 39 percent clip at the tilt. Demands your 
attention in the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-2-4-12  
 


