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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Twenty-Ninth Day: Friday, June 16, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 276-75-50-46—27%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
Although I’m not crazy about the one-hole coming out of the partial chute, 
BIG RED SEVEN looks playable at a square price in Friday’s opener, a 
tricky open claiming event for a quarter going seven-eighths on the main 
track. Chestnut daughter of Hold Me Back will make her first start off the 
claim for trainer Michael Ewing, and the late-running sprinter should 
appreciate stretching out slightly to a distance at which she’s one-for-one 
lifetime. A handful of entrants in this spot are on the rise—DUSTEM 
CAROLINA, KENTUCKY DANCER, and HOLD ME TIGHT—and this five-
year-old mare is a solid $25K claimer that won for fun in Louisville last 
September on this class level. There’s plenty of early speed signed on in 
this spot to set up her late kick, and she has won three-of-seven starts 
lifetime under the Twin Spires; gets the nod. The dark bay filly KENTUCKY 
DANCER hooked a nice mare and next-out winner in Sugar Cube in her last 
start facing $16,000 starter allowance company at Churchill 34 days ago. 
The daughter of Haynesfield has sharp current form, she “cat hopped” 
clearing the “three lifetime” condition for a $16K tag two starts back at 
this seven-eighths trip, and she’s eligible for improvement making the 
third start of her current form cycle. She has effective tactical speed and 
should get a good trip stalking a hot pace; contender. ROSE TO GLORY 
finished a length and three-quarters behind KENTUCKY DANCER in her 
last start and her lone win in 2017 was facing conditioned claiming types 
in Hot Springs for a $30K tag two starts back. She does creep down in class 
off her past two starts for trainer Chris Hartman, who has a sharp claiming 
outfit, and gets an advantageous wide post coming out of the partial chute. 
Jockey Miguel Mena recently won his 400th race at Churchill; threat. 
DUSTEM CAROLINA is a tick cheap for this crew, but she’s a nice six-year-
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old mare that has finished in the money in 13 of her past sixteen starts. 
She’s coming off a gritty three-quarter length score versus open $16K 
types 35 days ago, but she couldn’t handle the top choice three starts back 
in Hot Springs and will make her first start off the claim for a new outfit 
this afternoon. I admire her consistency, but she seems destined for a 
minor placing on this class level; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-7-2 
 
 
RACE TWO 
CHEYENNE BLUES is a deserved morning line favorite dropping back in 
for a nickel off a pair of starter allowance tries for the high-percentage Karl 
Broberg barn, and I like the slight cut back in distance to this seven-furlong 
trip. Dark bay mare gets away from Secret Trick, who has defeated her in 
her past two starts, and she won her last start when offered for a $5,000 
tag three starts back, where she split rivals in the lane and beat a next-out 
winner by a length and a half. The quick seven-day turnaround is a bit of a 
concern but this a fairly soft crew, and she has finished in the money in 
three-of-four starts lifetime in Louisville; rates top billing. 
GRACEQUINNANNAMADY was making up ground while wide in her last 
start—her first off a two-month plus layoff. Her zero-for-eight lifetime local 
record is a bit of a concern, but trainer Murat Sancal’s barn has fared well 
at the tilt with limited starters and had a win on yesterday’s card with 
Seventh Sense (TUR), who paid $5.20 winning the seventh race on the 
program. She may want a bit more ground than seven-panels, but she will 
be tighter this go-around; contender. EQUULEI is a shade cheap for this 
field, but she comes into this heat with good current form having placed in 
four-of-five starts to date in 2017, and she was a good third two starts back 
at Churchill on this class level where she rallied from off the pace and was 
only beaten three lengths and change by a next-out winner. Late running 
sprinter should appreciate stretching out a furlong this afternoon, and 
she’s an overlay on the morning line at 10-1; threat, at a price. DISONES 
PRETTY broke slow and was bumped around at the start in her last race off 
a brief freshening while taking her first crack at open claiming rivals. She 
will likely move forward off that effort in the second start of her current 
form cycle, and the bay daughter of Discreetly Mine has hit the board in 50 
percent of her lifetime starts in Louisville; tighter this time. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-3-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The dark bay filly REALITY QUEEN stalked a quick pace on debut four 
weeks ago in Louisville and tired in the stretch drive to finish fifth of eight 
at 19-1 in a four and a half-furlong event that went in a quick :51 4/5. She 
figures to garner a world of experience from that race and has plenty of 
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upside making just her second career start. She has a useful half-mile work 
under her belt since the debut run, and she should appreciate the extra 
furlong in distance in this spot. She’s one of two entrants in the field with 
prior race experience; choice. SOUTHERN MOON is an $85,000 well-bred 
daughter of Malibu Moon out of an Empire Maker mare, and while her 
pedigree is more two-turn oriented, she hails from the barn of Brett 
Calhoun, whose outfit wins at a decent clip with their debut runners and, 
arguably, does its best work with sprinters. Bay miss has a sharp half-mile 
breeze at Churchill in :47 4/5 on May 20, and she followed up that drill 
with a five-eighths move from the gate on June 3 in 1:01 4/5; capable right 
out of the box. SUNNY’S FUNNY was the recipient of an unfortunate post 
draw for the career debut, as she will have to break from the one-hole in 
this five and a half-furlong dash, but she’s sitting on a sharp half-mile 
breeze six days ago at Keeneland in :47 3/5 from the gate for trainer Steve 
Asmussen, whose outfit has unveiled some nice juvenile stock at the meet 
and is more than capable of getting one to fire at first-asking. Her 9-5 
morning line is low but she demands respect based on her connections; 
threat. LADY O’TOOLE is an $80,000 Colonel John filly out of a Distorted 
Humor mare that will be making her career debut for the high percentage 
Brad Cox barn, and this bay filly sports a relatively gap-free public work 
tab since early May. She has a useful half-mile breeze from the gate at 
Churchill on May 20 in :48 2/5 and attracts the services of Corey Lanerie; 
demands your attention in the paddock and post parade—watch tote board. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-2-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
UNITED STAND has improved in each start for trainer Chris Hartman, and 
he drops in class off a good effort versus $75K maiden claiming types 32 
days ago, where he bore in at the start, was six-wide at the quarter pole yet 
still rallied to be third of nine, beaten five and three-quarter lengths for all 
the money. $200,000 Unbridled’s Song gelding out of a Storm Cat mare will 
try the grass for the first time but is bred to handle the surface change and 
is a tantalizing 6-1 on the morning line; dirt-to-turf angle playable. The 
deep closer HARDLY SEEN SLIM’s turf form is a little dicey, but he has 
never run a bad race for a tag for trainer Kenny McPeek, and he has 
overcome rough and wide trips in his past two races to hit the board 
against similar stock at odds of 5-1 and 10-1, respectively. He didn’t pick 
his feet up in his last start on the weeds at Fair Grounds over the winter 
facing maiden special weight company, however he ran well in his first two 
starts out of the box last summer on the turf at Ellis Park facing “live” 
maiden allowance foes; contender. The $1.2 million purchase ENCRYPT is 
bred in the purple but is zero-for-12 lifetime and is a plodder that doesn’t 
have a steadfast turn of foot. That said, he will make his first start for a tag, 
has finished in the money in eight-of-12 lifetime starts, and he will return 
to the grass for the first time in three starts in this heat. His turf form over 
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the winter in New Orleans is useful, and he has caught “off” main tracks 
that he doesn’t care for in three of his past four starts. He’s a low 5-2 on the 
morning line; more interested as the price increases. TIPSY KITTEN has 
faced a pair of next-out winners in his past two races, including the rising 
star and eventual stakes winner Yoshida two starts back at Keeneland. 
Florida-bred’s best effort on the weeds to date was facing state-bred rivals 
at Gulfstream Park back in late March, and he’s an underlay at 7-2 on the 
morning line; seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-7-2 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The bay ridgling IRONCLAD made short work of open $32,000 claiming 
rivals 18 days ago and gets wheeled right back off short rest by trainer 
Brendan Walsh, whose barn is enjoying a great meet winning at a 39 
percent strike rate. Five-year-old has finished in the money in nine of his 
past 15 starts and it doesn’t hurt that he’s the controlling speed in this 
compact six-horse field, as he’s a tick quicker on paper than the other early 
speed threat in tis spot—EPIC JOURNEY. Son of Midshipman has won 
three-of-six starts lifetime at this mile and a sixteenth trip on dirt; choice, 
gate-to-wire. EPIC JOURNEY drops in class off his last start at Indiana 
Grand, and he’s a consistent horse that has placed in an impressive 11-of-
17 lifetime starts. The bay gelding should get a great trip stalking the top 
choice in what may turn out to be a conveyor-belt affair, as there are not a 
lot of front-running types assembled in this heat. He just missed the win on 
the class level hooking a good field two starts back in Indiana and is an 
overlay at 10-1 on the morning line; contender. RICH DADDY ran a 
winning race in his first start off a near two-month layoff for trainer Eddie 
Kenneally, especially considering he was in tight at the quarter-pole, had 
to check and was only beaten a half-length for all the money. He steps up in 
class form $25K to $40K open claiming company, but he has never been 
worse than second for his new connections and was only beaten three 
lengths and change in the $110,000 Claiming Crown Iron Horse Stakes at 
Gulfstream Park back in December; threat. RAAGHEB hasn’t has his 
picture taken in over a year, but he drops in class for the high-percentage 
Tom Amoss outfit and is eligible for improvement in his third start off a 
near two-month hiatus. He hasn’t been in this cheap for a while, and he 
gets an equipment change with the blinkers going on in this spot. He’s a 
closer in a field without much early pace signed on, however; tab for a 
minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-4-6 
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RACE SIX 
OATHKEEPER returns to races off a seven-month plus layoff for trainer 
Rodolphe Brisset, a former assistant to Hall of Fame trainer Billy Mott that 
won his first career race yesterday for this same owner with Lady Soul 
($9.60). Bay son of Kitten’s Joy will be offered up for a tag for the first 
time and takes a marked class drop from open $62,000/second-tier 
allowance company at Aqueduct into this “non-winners of three lifetime” 
spot for $40,000 this afternoon. He sports a sharp work tab at Keeneland 
since late April and attracts the services of jockey Corey Lanerie; choice on 
the drop. READY STRIKE steps up in class and hasn’t been seen at the 
races since January, but the five-year-old son of More Than Ready will 
make his first start off the claim for trainer Mike Maker, whose outfit wins 
at a high-percentage in this type of situation. This fellow was competitive 
in the $25K-$35K conditioned claiming ranks in New York before Maker 
haltered him on the drop, and he will run with Lasix for the first time in 
this spot. He’s capable of firing fresh and is sitting on a useful five-eighths 
breeze in 1:01 4/5. He’s 6-1 on the morning line; major player. 
HOLLYWOOD CRITIC is another entrant that returns to the races off an 
extended layoff and drops in class, but this bay son of Blame gave way 
readily in his only prior start on the weeds around two-turns. He hasn’t 
been seen at the races since last August, but has run well in two of his past 
three starts off the shelf and will make his first start for a tag in this affair 
for trainer Al Stall, Jr. He’s better at middle distances on dirt, but his 
recent half-mile breeze in :47 1/5 at Churchill on June 9 should have him 
on his toes. The best hop is the drop, as the old racetrack adage goes; 
threat. ATTRACTION has finished in the money in four-of-five starts in 
2017, and he has run well in three of his past four starts on turf and will 
return to the weeds this afternoon off a third-place effort sprinting on the 
main track 22 days ago in Louisville. He typically runs his race to pick up a 
paycheck; useful in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-9-6 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The dark bay filly MISS HELEN acted like she needed her last start off a 
three-month plus layoff, as she stalked a hot pace, was asked the 
proverbial question and had no answer in the stretch drive. She gets 
wheeled back off that effort off 18 days rest by trainer Mike Tomlinson, 
whose barn is winning at a healthy 29 percent clip at the meet. She’ll be 
forwardly placed by jockey Joe Rocco, Jr. in this six-furlong sprint from 
her inside post draw, and she drops in class from the $75K maiden 
claiming ranks to face $40K rivals this afternoon; rates top billing. RIGHT 
ON BY out-finished the top choice on the drop in her last start and is 
another that has a license to improve in her second race off a layoff. Dark 
bay Pleasantly Perfect filly faced a pair of next-out winners in her first two 
starts at Tampa Bay Downs over the winter but failed to make a serious 
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impact when offered up for a high-end tag in her last start, where she 
showed up sporting front-bandages. She continues his class descent this 
afternoon in hopes of graduating, however; contender. The lone five-year-
old PARKING TICKET woke up on the drop in her last race at Churchill for 
a $30K tag, and she’s eligible for improvement making the third start of 
her current form cycle. She has a pair of prior money finishes under the 
Twin Spires, and I like the slight turn back in distance to this seven-eighths 
trip; threat. BENCHMARK BABE is a first-time starter by Tapizar out of a 
Grand Slam mare that sports a solid, gap-free work tab since early May for 
trainer Steve Margolis, and she gets the services of a hustling gate rider in 
Didiel Osorio. She’s 10-1 on the morning line and there are no world-
beaters in this heat; worth a look in the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-7-6 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
 I like that MANIACAL demonstrated some versatility by showing a new 
dimension to his typical free-wheeling running style in his last start at 
Churchill Downs four weeks ago, where he settled from off the pace and 
rallied in the lane to be beaten a length and change by Forgive, who came 
out of that affair to win the Mighty Beau Stakes at Churchill on June 3. 
Chestnut gelding has never been worse than third in his career and was 
less than two lengths behind eventual multiple grade one winner Mind 
Your Biscuits in last summer’s Amsterdam Stakes (G2) at Saratoga. He 
has room to move forward in his third start off an extended layoff and 
obviously likes turf; choice. The veteran campaigner SHADOW ROCK is 
coming off a gutsy win in the $50,000 Honor The Hero Stakes at 
Canterbury Park 18 days ago, and he has won two of his past three starts 
facing $62,500 optional claiming/second-level allowance company. He’s 
another entrant that should improve in his third start off the shelf and all 
11 of his career wins have been at this five-panel trip on turf; contender. 
MONGOL BULL hasn’t been seen at the races since January but the seven-
year-old will return to his preferred game—sprinting on turf—in this heat. 
He won for fun, albeit over the unconventional course at Kentucky Downs, 
the last time he ran on this class level, and he was only beaten a neck by 
SHADOW ROCK in a tough overnight handicap on the turf at Ellis Park last 
summer. He’ll get plenty of pace in front of him to set up his late kick, and 
he responds to jockey James Graham’s handling. He’s 8-1 on the morning 
line; overlay material. NUN THE LESS exits the key prep for this race and 
was only two lengths and change off the top choice making his first start 
off a seven-month plus layoff for trainer Chris Block. His lackluster local 
record on the grass is reason for concern, but he’s a turf stakes winner and 
is another entrant whose late run will be aided by swift early splits in this 
turf sprint. He’ll be tighter this go-around and is another entrant that is a 
good price on the morning line at 8-1; fires in the stretch drive. 
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SELECTIONS: 8-9-4-7 
 
 
RACE NINE 
I’ll take a shot with START A WAR (10-1 on the morning line) in Friday’s 
nightcap “get out” race, as the bay son of Grand Slam has improved on the 
class drop and with blinkers for trainer Conor Murphy, who seems to have 
found the class level at which this fellow can be competitive. He has 
finished in the money in two-of-three lifetime starts at Churchill, will be 
forwardly placed on the slight stretch out, and it seems as if this one-turn 
mile trip will be right in his wheelhouse. He exits a quick heat that went in 
1:10 2/5, very fast for $8,000 claimers; gets the nod. CONQUEST 
GOINGGONE ships in from Lone Star to take his first crack at winners for 
trainer J.R. Caldwell, whose outfit has been quiet of late but is still winning 
at a gaudy 39 percent clip at the tilt. Dark bay son of Gone Astray is 
spotted to be competitive stepping out of the maiden ranks for the first 
time, as he’s in for an $8K tag versus “non-winners of two lifetime” stock. 
Consistent four-year-old has placed in six-of-nine lifetime starts; 
contender. EMPIRE TAKER is another that has found $8,000 conditioned 
claiming company to his liking, and he has improved in each start off a 
lengthy hiatus (32-month plus) from racing for trainer Danny Peitz. I like 
that he turns back in distance to this one-turn, eight-furlong set-up with a 
two-turn route race under his belt; further improvement expected. P.J.’S 
AWESOME was a lackluster fourth of 10 when stretching out around two-
turns in his last start, but he’ll turn back in distance in this spot for trainer 
Phillip Bauer, whose barn has had a good meet winning at a 26 percent 
clip. His form off the layoff is sketchy, but he has a prior win in Louisville 
and can hit the board here with a repeat of his last effort; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-7-1 
  
 
 
 
 


