
	 1	

 
THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirtieth Day: Saturday, June 17, 2017 
Post Time: 6:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 285-76-55-48—27%W, 63%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
PLAY THE BREAK hasn’t been seen at the races in a tick over four months, 
but she was only beaten two lengths for all the money in her last start off 
the shelf over a conventional turf course, and she dips down in class 
slightly in this spot for trainer Ian Wilkes, whose outfit wins at a solid rate 
with horses coming back to the races off a lengthy hiatus. Dark bay 
daughter of Pleasantly Perfect has finished in the money in 50 percent of 
her lifetime starts on the Matt Winn Turf Course and has been firing bullets 
at will in the A.M. at Keeneland during her time away from the races. 
SCATMEIFUCAN, CAUSE YOU CAN and TIZTHESOUND should provide 
enough early pace to set up her late kick; rates top billing. AUDREY’S 
DOUBLE will make her first start on the rise off the claim for the Matt 
Shirer barn, an outfit that wins at a high-percentage in this type of 
situation and has made the most of limited opportunities in 2017. Bay 
daughter of Pulpit will return to the grass in this spot and was only a half-
length off the win facing slightly tougher stock at Fair Grounds the last 
time she was on the weeds, and she hasn’t been worse than third thus far 
in 2017; dirt-to-turf angle playable. TIZTHESOUND drops in class but steps 
out of conditions in this heat for trainer Dale Romans, as the chestnut 
daughter of Tiz Wonderful is still eligible for “non-winners of two lifetime” 
but will tackled “three lifetime” adversaries in this spot. That said, she 
figures to get a great trip stalking SCATMEIFUCAN and CAUSE YOU CAN, 
and she has placed in four-of-nine lifetime starts on turf at this eight-
furlong trip; threat. I. DAMIANA steps up in class off the layoff, but this 
bay Kitten’s Joy filly has never run a bad race on grass, and I like that she 
beat a next-out winner in her last start at Tampa Bay Downs while 
annexing her first race versus winners. She’s a juicy 8-1 on the morning 
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line; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-7-6 
 
 
RACE TWO 
HARDLY HOME takes a marked class drop from $50K “non-winners of two 
lifetime” company into this $16,000 down to $14,000 affair for the same 
condition for trainer Eddie Kenneally, who haltered this son of Hard Spun 
two starts back at Gulfstream for $30,000. Dark bay gelding will try the 
dirt for the first time in his career in this spot, is bred top and bottom to 
relish the surface change (he’s out of an Empire Maker mare), and he’s 
sitting on a “bullet” :47 2/5 half-mile move over Churchill’s main track 10 
days ago. He’s never been in this cheap and will be tighter making his 
second start off a two-month plus layoff; turf-to-dirt angle looks “live”. 
HIGH MULTIPLE is a front-running chestnut son of Scat Daddy that gets in 
light with the seven-pound “bug boy” Rayan Gazader named for the 
assignment, and he drops in class for the high-percentage Merrill Scherer 
barn. He will have to deal with SILVER WRAITH, who breaks just to his 
outside, when they spring the latch, and that rival has a bit quicker early 
lick on paper, but his fellow can get game when hooked early, evidenced by 
his performances at Keeneland back in April. He endured a wide trip in his 
last start, as he broke from the eight-hole and was four-wide at the quarter-
pole; contends with a ground-saving trip. SILVER WRAITH has never hit 
the board from five prior starts over a “fast” main track, and he gave way 
after pressing a fairly quick pace of :23 flat and :47 flat in his last start 
facing similar stock three weeks ago in Louisville. He’ll have to deal with 
HIGH MULTIPLE from the outset but has a license to improve in the third 
start of his current form cycle; tab for a minor award. LITTLE B has 
improved in each start for trainer Kenny McPeek, but he was well-beaten 
in his last start on this class level two starts back and although second, he 
failed to seriously menace against conditioned $8K rivals in his last race at 
Churchill 22 days ago; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-6-4 
 
 
RACE THREE 
TOASTING MASTER will make his first start off the claim on the drop for 
trainer Eddie Kenneally and while the bay son of Congrats hasn’t been 
seen at the races since last November, he has won his past two starts off 
the shelf facing tougher company under the Twin Spires. Five-year-old is 
better at a two-turn trip, but he has hit the board in two-of-three starts 
lifetime going six-furlongs and he loves the main track at Churchill Downs, 
having won four-of-five lifetime starts in Louisville. His five-panel move in 
a “bullet” :59 2/5 on June 2 indicates that he’s on his toes, and he seems 
well-meant for a $50K tag; choice. The consistent CERRO (IRE) drops out 
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of classified allowance company at Indiana Grand, where he beat a nice 
horse in Abbaa on the square by a neck on the wire over a “muddy” strip 
that he relishes, but that was the first time he has had his picture taken 
since April of 2016. One has to admire the chestnut son of Mr. Greeley’s 
consistency, as he has finished in the money on nine of his past 13 starts, 
and he will be tighter making his second start off an extended layoff for the 
high-percentage Kim Hammond barn. I like that he came out of his last 
race and has posted three razor-sharp works, however he has lacked a 
winning bid in the stretch in his past three starts over a “fast” racetrack. 
He gets a positive rider change to Brian Hernandez, Jr.; contender. 
MESOMA put forth a huge effort in his last start at Churchill, scoring a 
front-running win against $40K “non-winners of three lifetime” 
adversaries, as he won off by seven lengths and change and covered six-
furlongs in a blazing 1:09 flat. One has to worry that he may bounce off 
that effort getting wheeled back off 13 days rest, and he steps up to face 
open $50K rivals in this heat. CANDY RUBY, who breaks just to his outside 
is a fast fellow as well and has a comparable early lick, but the son of 
Flatter gets the one-hole, Corey Lanerie stays put, he likes Churchill 
Downs, and is at his best at this six-furlong trip on dirt. The race shape 
from a pace perspective will works against him in this spot, however; 
hangs on for a minor award with a top try. CANDY RUBY is a fleet of foot 
bay gelding that hails from the barn of Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van Berg, 
but he will have to deal with the equally quick MESOMA from the opening 
bell, and this guy has failed to beat a horse in his past two starts since 
being claimed, albeit against much tougher company in Hot Springs, where 
he has been facing the likes of Black Bear and Whitmore. The class drop 
suits, but the pace set-up doesn’t; fuels quick splits. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-1-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
SIXTY FIVE (FR) will make his first start off the claim for trainer Michelle 
Lovell, whose barn not only wins at a high-percentage in this type of 
scenario, but also is enjoying good meet with six of their nine starters 
having finished in the money at the tilt. He steps up in class and was the 
beaten chalk in his last start, but he had to check hard on the backstretch 
and was only beaten three-parts off a length for the win, and he was 
slammed hard at the start in his penultimate effort, where he was off the 
board at Keeneland. He gave a good account of himself three starts back at 
Fair Ground on this class level, and I like that he turns back a sixteenth of 
a mile in this spot. He’s 8-1 on the morning line; overlay material. 
KISMET’S HEELS is a $900,000 son of Tapit that has finished in the 
money in eight-of-11 lifetime starts, and he seems to be a bit better on turf 
and will return to the grass in this spot. He has a penchant for place 
money, but he will be tighter making his second start off a brief freshening, 
and he responds to jockey Julien Leparoux’s handling; dirt-to-turf angle is 
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enticing. RACE ME HOME (IRE) ran like he needed his last start off an 
extended layoff and if you throw out his effort in last year’s Jim Dandy 
(G2), his form is a lot more appealing. Throw in the fact that he’s a son of 
Oasis Dream (Ire) that will trying the grass for the first time and you have 
what appears to be a “live” play at 6-1 on the morning line. I like that he’s 
sitting on a “bullet” :59 flat five-panel breeze for trainer Dale Romans, and 
this fellow is bred to relish the surface change; threat. INGADORE ran a big 
race at nearly 18-1 in his turf debut at Churchill, and he gets wheeled back 
off 16 days rest in this spot. He was fifth of nine in that heat but was only 
beaten three lengths for all the money in a roughly-run race where he 
lacked room in the stretch drive. He’s 12-1 on the morning line; don’t 
ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-4-5 
 
 
RACE FIVE—The Matt Winn Stakes (G3) 
MCCRAKEN will try to get back on the good foot in the first of five stakes 
races on tonight’s card, and he’s a deserved heavy morning line favorite in 
this grade three affair. His effort in the Kentucky Derby (G1) is a complete 
toss out, as he got cut up leaving the gate, was bumped and forced out at 
the eighth-pole and was wide on an inside speed-favoring “wet-fast”, sealed 
racetrack. He was taken out of his game when trying to stalk the pace in 
the Blue Grass Stakes (G2), as he’s better when allowed to settle early and 
make one run late. He should get pace in front of him in this spot with 
COLONELSDARKTEMPER, AQUAMARINE and possibly MO’S MOJO 
carving out legitimate splits to set up his late run, he loves Churchill 
Downs and is a perfect two-for-two lifetime at this mile and a sixteenth trip 
on dirt; holds all the aces. AQUAMARINE has never missed the exacta for 
“The Coach”—D. Wayne Lukas,—and he’s coming off a game effort in the 
$200,000 Chick Lang Stakes on the Preakness undercard at nearly 11-1, 
as he stalked a quick pace and finished on the bridle while stepping up in 
class in a heat that went in 1:10 1/5. He is a little vulnerable over a “fast” 
racetrack, but he’s handy and seems to be rounding into form; contender. 
COLONELSDARKTEMPER’s only poor effort was on Derby Day over a “wet-
fast”, sealed racetrack in the Pat Day Mile (G3), and he bounced back off 
that effort to win an “a other than” affair in dogged fashion 19 days ago. 
I’m a little concerned about the quick turnaround and the step back up in 
class to graded stakes company, but he’s an honest colt that shows up on 
race day; threat. SOCIETY BEAU is a consistent colt that has finished in the 
money in nine-of-11 lifetime starts, and he will likely improve in his third 
race off a near two-month layoff for trainer Neil Howard. I’m drawing a line 
through his last start in Maryland, where he had to check in upper stretch 
and was bumped around in the restricted Sir Barton Stakes, and he has a 
pair of solid breezes in him since that effort, including a six-furlong move 
in 1:15 2/5 at Churchill six days ago; useful in the exotics. 
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SELECTIONS: 2-5-3-6 
 
 
RACE SIX—The Wise Dan Stakes (G3T) 
The dark bay gelding PLEUVEN (FR) looks like a solid choice to defend his 
title in the Wise Dan Stakes (G2T), as the six-year-old figures to get a great 
trip stalking SECURITY RISK and CHOCOLATE RIDE and is coming off a 
daylight win over his rival and fellow entrant THATCHER STREET in the 
$56,000 Opening Verse Stakes at Churchill during Derby Week. Gelded son 
of Turtle Bowl (Ire) loves the Matt Winn Turf Course, a mile and a 
sixteenth on the lawn, and he has never run a bad race since entering 
trainer Phil Sims’s barn last spring; rates top billing. KASAQUI (ARG) has 
run well in a pair of starts since returning to the races off a near two-
month layoff for trainer Ignacio Correas, whose horses have been running 
well of late at the meet. Gray son of Lasting Approval did all the heavy 
lifting on the front-end in last year’s edition of this race and was just nailed 
in the shadow of the wire by the top choice, but he’s a very versatile horse 
that doesn’t have to be on the lead to be a factor. He has a license to 
improve in the third start of his current form cycle, and I love the slight 
turn back in distance to this mile and a sixteenth trip; contender. 
THATCHER STREET will try to give trainer Ian Wilkes his third win on 
tonight’s program, and the bay son of Street Sense has won four-of-eight 
lifetime starts on turf in Louisville and seems to be sitting on a big effort in 
his third start off the shelf. He’s a very consistent horse that has finished 
in the money in 15-of-20 turf starts lifetime and has beaten the top choice 
on two occasions—both in stakes—on the weeds at Churchill. He was a good 
third in this heat last year; threat. CHOCOLATE RIDE got back to his 
winning ways when creeping into high-end optional claiming  
/third-tier allowance company in his last start, where he was offered up for 
an $80K tag and wired the field, completing a mile and a sixteenth in a 
snappy 1:41 1/5. He will have to deal with the speedy SECURITY RISK 
from the opening bell, but he’s tractable enough to rate and finish and he 
has won four-of-seven starts lifetime at this mile and a sixteenth trip on 
grass; foolish to slight his chances. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-3-4 
 
 
RACE SEVEN—The Fleur De Lis Handicap (G2) 
I’m taking a shot with the longshot play APOLOGYNOTACCEPTED in the 
2017 renewal of the Fleur De Lis Handicap (G2), as this lightly-raced six-
year-old has sailed through her allowance conditions with ease since 
stretching out around two-turns three starts back at Gulfstream, and she 
deserves a shot to take on graded stakes company in this affair. She always 
breaks running and is the controlling speed in the race, but will have 
company on the front end in the form of CARRUMBA and BIG WORLD, but 
she seems to get faster the further she goes and she will try nine-panels for 
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the first time this evening; choice, gate-to-wire. FOREVER UNBRIDLED is 
the class of the field and a deserved 4-5 morning line favorite, however 
now is a good time to try and beat her, as this will be her first start in over 
seven-months and she’s zero-for-two lifetime under the Twin Spires. She 
clearly holds a back-class advantage, as she’s been competing exclusively 
in grade one stakes in her past five starts and hasn’t been worse than third 
in any of them. She fires fresh, was only a length and a quarter behind 
Beholder and Songbird in the Breeder’s Cup Distaff (G1) the last time she 
was seen at the races, and she’s earned nearly $1.6 million lifetime; major 
player. BIG WORLD is sharp as a tack right now and comes into this affair 
riding a four-race winning streak for the Maggi Moss/Tom Amoss combo, 
and she’s coming off a game win—albeit bias aided—in the La Troienne (G1) 
on Derby Day. Bay filly has a versatile running style and doesn’t have to be 
on the front-end to be a factor, and she has never been worse than third in 
her career; contender. WALKABOUT is another entrant that is in very good 
form right now, as the bay daughter of Stroll is two lengths and change 
from winning her past four starts for trainer Ian Wilkes, who has already 
saddled three winners on tonight’s card. She has a license to improve in 
her third start off the sidelines, loves Churchill Downs, and is 10-1 on the 
morning line; overlay material. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-5-2 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Stephen Foster Handicap (G1) 
I’ll try to beat the heavy favorite GUN RUNNER in the 36th running of the 
Stephen Foster Handicap (G1) with HONORABLE DUTY, who has won six 
of his past 10 starts, and gets a positive rider change to big money jock 
Javier Castellano in this spot. Bay son of Distorted Humor is a three-time 
stakes winner this year and was a game second, beaten a length and 
change, by fellow entrant BIRD SONG in the Alysheba Stakes (G2) on Oaks 
Day, and his chances were compromised in that heat which was contested 
over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack and he prefers the going “fast”. This 
would be the icing on the cake for trainer Brendan Walsh, whose barn has 
had a great meet this spring, and his charge has a versatile running style. 
He beat fellow entrant BREAKING LUCKY on the square two starts back in 
New Orleans and is 6-1 on the morning line; lots to like. GUN RUNNER is a 
nice racehorse and is the class of the field, but I’ll try to beat him at 
criminally low odds in his first start back from Dubai off a near three-
month layoff. Striking chestnut colt’s past three wins have been in wire-to-
wire fashion and BIRD SONG and STANFORD both have a comparable early 
lick and could take enough starch out of him early to make him vulnerable 
late. That said, he was only a length and change off the best horse in the 
world in Arrogate in the Dubai World Cup (G1), he has won his past two 
starts off the shelf by open lengths, and he loves Churchill Downs. His local 
public work tab is consistent and sharp; major player. BREAKING LUCKY 
suffered a tough beat at the hands of the top choice two starts back in the 



	 7	

New Orleans Handicap (G2), where he was gallant in defeat to give up a 
neck decision after setting a grueling pace of :46 3/5 and 1:10 1/5 in that 
nine-furlong affair. Five-year-old chestnut was only two lengths and 
change off GUN RUNNER in last fall’s Clark Handicap (G1) in Louisville; 
threat. The gray BIRD SONG has been in great form this year having never 
been worse than third from four starts, and both his wins in 2017 have 
been in graded stakes. He’s another entrant that loves Churchill Downs, 
but the race shape from a pace perspective isn’t favorable, as he will have 
to deal with GUN RUNNER and STANFORD when the latch is sprung. He 
gets an inside post draw and can get game when hooked early, as he did in 
the Fred Hooper Stakes (G3) three starts back at Gulfstream Park; using in 
the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-2-1 
 
 
RACE NINE—The Regret Stakes (G3T) 
CHUBBY STAR is a nice filly, and the Maryland invader is coming off a 
game second-place effort behind a rising star in Yoshida in the James W. 
Murphy Stakes at Pimlico in her last start, where she overcame a wide 
post draw and rallied in the lane over a “good” turf course. She gets a wide 
draw again in this spot, but I like that she stretches out a eighth of a mile 
and jockey Ricardo Santana, Jr. should be able to work out a trip in this 
nine-furlong affair. She hasn’t been off the board in her past four starts and 
has a license to improve in the third start of her current form cycle; rates 
top billing. SWEEPING PADY was only a half-length off the top choice in a 
tough entry-level allowance race at Keeneland two starts back, and she 
was a good third behind a nice filly in La Coronel in the Edgewood Stakes 
(G3T) in her last start at Churchill on May 4. Nine furlongs on the lawn is 
right in her wheelhouse; contender. PROCTOR’S LEDGE was only three-
parts off a length behind SWEEPING PADDY in her last start, where she 
was in the seven-path at the quarter-pole, made a bid then flattened out in 
the lane. Well-bred Ghostzapper filly has retained honest form while 
moving up in class and has never put forth a bad effort on “firm” ground; 
threat. LIKE A HURRICANE is a free-wheeling Street Boss filly that is the 
controlling speed of the race, and while she tends to struggle in stakes, she 
may prove tough to run down if left alone early, as she did when airing by 
four lengths against open $50K claiming rivals in her last start; hangs 
around for a piece of the pie at a price with a top try. 
 
SELECTIONS: 12-2-4-5 
 
 
RACE TEN 
The bay Gemologist filly GOLDEN AMBER has never run a poor race for the 
high-percentage Brad Cox outfit, and she figures to get a dream trip 
stalking a hot pace in this spot as MISS KENTUCKY, SWEET TATUM, 
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MISSEVENTHIRTEEN, and THIRTEEN SONGS figure to carve out a quick 
early pace in this six-furlong dash. She’ll be tighter in her second start off a 
near two-month layoff and exits a pair of quick races at Churchill and Fair 
Grounds, respectively; choice. BELLETTA is another entrant that should 
benefit from a quick early pace, and she has hooked “live” maiden 
allowance fields in both her prior starts and gets a bit of class relief in this 
spot, as this affair didn’t come up all that tough. She will likely move 
forward in her second start off the sidelines and is a tantalizing 12-1 on the 
morning line; overlay. MISS KENTUCKY made all the pace and got late at a 
five and a half panel trip in her last start, and she stretches out a sixteenth 
of a mile in this affair. She will have to deal with a handful of other front-
running types, but she has plenty of upside making just her third career 
start, and she’s sitting on a sharp half-mile move in :47 4/5 in preparation 
for this start; hangs around for a share with a top effort. SOCATA hasn’t 
been seen at the races since last November, but she was a decent third on 
debut in Louisville last fall and will wear blinkers for the first time in this 
spot. She may be a start away from her best effort and gets a wide post 
draw, but I like the rider switch to Robby Albarado, and she’s 15-1 on the 
morning line; some things to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-3-12 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
PORTAL looks like a solid play in the nightcap “get out” race, as the well-
bred son of Arch is bred to relish the stretch out around two-turns and has 
plenty of upside making just his second career start. He’ll be tighter in his 
second start off a brief freshening and hooked a “live” maiden allowance 
crew on debut at Gulfstream Park back in April. Brian Hernandez, Jr. will 
try to take down the late double, and trainer Ian Wilkes has three wins on 
tonight’s card; rates top billing. LEADING CAUSE has never run a bad race 
around two-turns, and I love the cut back in distance off a mile and a 
quarter race in this spot for trainer Phil Sims. He will likely improve in his 
third start off the shelf; contender. TAPSOLUTE is a $600,000 gray Tapit 
colt that hooked a useful horse in Meantime in his last start, and he was 
only a neck off a solid campaigner in Blueridge Traveler three starts back. 
He’s another that will appreciate turning back to a mile and a sixteenth 
trip this evening; threat. UNBRIDLED REBEL didn’t show much on the 
grass in his last start but returns to his preferred surface—dirt—in this 
spot for the “live” Brendan Walsh outfit. Well-bred Unbridled’s Song colt is 
bred to relish a two-turn trip on the main track, he’s an overlaid 15-1 on 
the morning line, and it’s difficult to ignore anything this barn leads over 
at the tilt; can’t pitch him and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-9-5 


