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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirty-First Day: Sunday, June 18, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 296-78-58-50—26%W, 63%ITM 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The bay filly SCATNAP looks like a “live” play on the drop for trainer Mike 
Tomlinson, whose barn is hitting at a 29 percent win clip at the tilt. 
Daughter of Scat daddy hasn’t been seen at the races in a tick over seven 
months, but she has run well fresh in the past, likes Churchill Downs, and 
has never missed the exacta from three lifetime starts on dirt at this eight-
furlong trip. She likes the one-turn set-up and has never been in this cheap; 
fires fresh. DORODANSA was bumped hard at the start in her last race, yet 
still rallied from off the pace to be a good third on the grass in Louisville 30 
days ago when dropping into face $40K conditioned claiming company for 
the first time. She’s a better horse on the main track and has useful past 
form under the Twin Spires at distances from seven-furlongs to one-mile. 
Trainer Kenny McPeek sent out Little B ($10.60) to win the second race on 
yesterday’s card; turf-to-dirt angle playable. A LITTLE ATTITUDE makes 
her first start off the claim for trainer Chris Hartman, whose outfit wins at 
a high percentage in this type of scenario. She’s unproven beyond six-
panels and will stretch out to a mile in this spot while creeping up in class, 
but she was six-wide at the quarter-pole in her last start, got caught-up in a 
speed duel in the penultimate effort, and she was second to a next-out 
winner three starts back in South Florida. She’ll be tighter making her 
second start off a near two-month layoff; threat. The Donamire Farm 
homebred JULERETTE’s form has tailed off markedly of late and, 
consequently, she will take a steep class drop from $62,000 optional 
claiming/second-tier allowance company into this $40K “non-winners of 
three lifetime” affair this afternoon for trainer Ben Colebrook. I’m not 
crazy about the fact that she flipped in the post parade in her last start 
when wearing blinkers for the first time, but she did hook a nice filly in Ivy 
Bell in that race. She will try a one-turn mile for the first time in this spot, 
but she likes Churchill Downs and has never been in this cheap; cannot 
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eliminate with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-4-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
There isn’t much early pace signed on in the second half of Sunday’s early 
double so, with that in mind, TIGER EYES looks appealing stretching out 
around two-turns for the first time off a six and a half-furlong sprint in the 
slop at Churchill during Derby Week. Chestnut miss figures to be on or near 
the early lead in a paceless race—always a good angle—and while she was 
the beaten favorite in her last start, she hooked a pair of next-out winners, 
was bumped early and was four-wide at the quarter-pole over a rail-biased 
racetrack. She has a trio of sharp works under her belt since her last race; 
choice, gate-to-wire. MOONLIT GARDEN returns to the races off a near 
seven-month layoff while making her first start for the Christopher Davis 
barn. Homebred daughter of Malibu Moon is another that should be 
forwardly placed stretching out around two-turns for the first time, and it’s 
logical to think she was facing a little stronger company in the maiden 
allowance ranks in her past three starts in New York. She has a sharp, gap-
free public work tab since late April; contender. LIL MISS BLUE EYES 
looks like the stronger half of a formidable coupled Kenny McPeek entry, 
as the bay daughter of Ice Box has never been off the board from four prior 
starts and demonstrated mild improvement in her last start with the 
addition of blinkers for the first time. She got a little time off after 
Oaklawn’s meet and comes into this affair fresh, and she hooked a pair of 
next-out winners two starts back in Hot Springs; threat. UPSTAGE hasn’t 
been worse than third in her past three starts at this mile and a sixteenth 
trip on dirt and has finished in the money in four-of-seven starts lifetime. 
She overcame a wide trip in her last outing at Churchill 22 days ago, and 
she was only four lengths and change off a useful Todd Pletcher trained 
filly in Moana three starts back at Tampa; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-1a(part of entry)-3 
 
 
RACE THREE 
At 8-1 on the morning line, the bay gelding ABOVE THE BAR is an overlay 
and, as such, is a good value play in Sunday’s third race, a competitive 
open $50,000 claiming affair going a flat mile on the Matt Winn Turf 
Course. Veteran campaigner ran well off an extended layoff in his last start 
at Churchill 30 days ago, where he was gaining ground in the stretch drive 
in a five-furlong turf sprint to be a good fourth of 10, beaten two and three-
quarter lengths by Forgive, who came out of that race to win the Mighty 
Beau Stakes in Louisville earlier in the meet. He drops in class off that 
effort, will be tighter this time around in his second start off the shelf, and I 
love that he stretches out to a distance at which has won three-of-six 
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lifetime starts on the weeds; choice, at a square price. Like the top choice, 
BLARP will be making the second start of his current form cycle on the 
drop, and this well-bred son of War Front was only three lengths and 
change off a nice horse in Chocolate Ride and a length and a quarter off 
Bondurant in his last start, and those rivals were second and fourth, 
respectively, in last night’s Wise Dan Stakes (G2T). He’ll get a ground-
saving trip on the hedge under jockey James Graham and is spotted to be 
competitive in for a $50K price tag this afternoon; contender. HIGH NOON 
RIDER has improved in each start since he returned from his second-place 
effort in the $107,000 Barbados Gold Cup back in early March, and he was 
a good third against an arguably tougher group of $50,000 open claimers 
in his last start in Louisville back on May 14. He has a license to improve in 
the third start of his current form cycle and while he was eighth two starts 
back at Keeneland, that effort is better that it first looks on paper, as he 
was only beaten two lengths and change for all the money in a live heat 
that featured a pair of next-out winners including Some in Tieme, who 
came out of the race to annex the Louisville Handicap (G3T) in impressive 
fashion; threat. GHURAIR is another entrant on the drop and this fellow 
hooked a nice Juddmonte Farm rival in Forge in his last start in a salty 
optional $62,500 claiming/second-level allowance affair at a mile and a 
sixteenth trip. Seven-year-old was a good third two starts back behind a 
pair of next-out winners facing tougher stock, and he gets reunited with 
jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr., who booted home five winner’s on last night’s 
card. He has been facing tougher company in his past 12 starts; don’t 
ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-4-6 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The seasoned veteran ICE CREAM TRUCK stalked a quick pace and made 
short work of $5,000 starter allowance company in Louisville three weeks 
ago, where he bested four rivals that he meets again today—TIREE, 
CURZON STREET, FLEET GOLD DIGGER and ALMOST ENGLISH—by a 
comfortable two and three-quarter lengths. Bay son of Pleasantly Perfect 
has won his past two starts at this seven-panel trip on dirt by a combined 
total of six lengths, and he has blossomed in his old age having won fifty 
percent of his starts in 2017 and finishing in the money in all eight 
outings; choice to win right back against a similar bunch. TIREE did all the 
heavy lifting on the front end and gave way in the stretch drive to be 
second behind the top choice in the key prep for this race, his first start off 
the claim for the “Cat Man” Wayne Catalano. Seven furlongs may be a 
shade beyond his scope, but I like that he came out of his last race and fired 
a :46 3/5 “bullet” work under the Twin Spires on June 9; contender. 
HIGHROLLER DAVE has won three-of-five lifetime starts at this sometimes 
tricky seven-eighths middle distance, and he gets in light in this spot with 
the five-pound “bug boy” Rogelio Miranda in the boot. Dark bay gelding has 
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hit the board in five-of-six starts this year, has four past wins at Churchill 
Downs, and has wins on turf, “fast” dirt and synthetic surface to his credit. 
He’s sharp right now and is an overlay at 12-1 on the morning, despite the 
class shift to starter allowance company; threat. SHIP DISTURBER will 
make his first start off the claim for trainer Scooter Dickey, and this guy 
“got his belly dirty” is his last start, putting forth one of the gamest efforts 
of the meet to date in winning an open $5K claiming heat over a “sloppy”, 
sealed surface by a dogged head on the line. He’s another entrant that is in 
great form this year, as he has knocked out four-of his seven starts in 
2017; foolish to slight his chances. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-6-3 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
GREEN GOLD has finished first-or-second in three-of-four starts lifetime at 
Churchill Downs and while he was the beaten favorite in his last start at 
Belterra Park, that race was on the grass and he will return to his 
preferred surface—dirt—in this spot. Chestnut son of Street Boss is a handy 
sort that jockey Joe Rocco, Jr. should be able to place anywhere he wants, 
and he was a good second at nearly 9-1 two starts back in Louisville where 
he finished a length and change off next-out winner and entrant in today’s 
fourth race, Ship Disturber; rates top billing. DR. CALAHAN has finished 
first-or-second in four-of-six starts in 2017, and he ran well at long odds in 
his first start off a layoff returning to the main track for the first time since 
2016 in his last outing. Eight-year-old veteran will likely improve in his 
second start off the sidelines and is an overlay at 10-1 on the morning line; 
contender. GOODS GONE WEST improved on the slight drop in class in his 
last start for a nickel, and he gets away from Ship Disturber in this affair, a 
rival that has good current form. His effort last out may have been aided by 
a “sloppy” racetrack, but he had to check while in tight quarters turning 
for home two starts back, which certainly compromised his chances on a 
“fast” surface. I like the rider change to Lanerie; threat. 
ARSENALOFDEMOCRACY’s past two wins have come against conditioned 
claiming types at Indiana Grand, however he takes the next logical step up 
in class in this spot in for a nickel. Seven-furlongs seems to be beyond his 
scope, and his lackluster local record is reason for concern; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-9-3 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The Italian-bred filly RED DANE (ITY) has improved in each start since she 
came back to the races off a near two-month layoff, and the daughter of 
Red Rocks (Ire) has, logically, an affinity for the grass. She has effective 
tactical speed, and I love that she turns back to this flat mile trip with a 
pair of nine-furlong route races under her belt. She has room for 
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improvement making her third start off the sidelines; gets the nod. 
MEISTER LEGEND is a bay daughter of Bodemeister that demonstrated 
marked improvement since she stretched out around two-turns, and she’s 
another entrant that turns back in distance off her past two starts for 
trainer Ian Wilkes, who saddled three winners on last night’s program. She 
has a trio of public breezes in her since her last race; contender. LORAN 
HOLIDAY (ARG) has plenty of upside making just her second career start 
for trainer Kenny McPeek, who took down today’s early double with 
Dorodansa ($4.60) in the first race and Wholehearted ($8) in the second. 
Bay daughter of Harlan’s Holiday is by a sire that can get a turf runner, 
and she’s bred to relish the stretch out around two-turns. She was a 
respectable third on debut over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack in a six-
furlong race that went in a quick 1:10 1/5, she’ll be tighter this go-around, 
and she garnered a world of experience in the debut run; improvement 
expected. MY BRIGHT IDEA’s current form is heading in the wrong 
direction, however she’s a better filly on turf and returns to the grass in 
this spot for trainer Buff Bradley. She only beat one horse in her last start, 
but she had a wide post draw and was five-wide at the quarter-pole before 
tiring in the lane after stalking an honest pace. Her turf form at Tampa Bay 
Downs is useful; dirt-to-turf angle playable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-7-10 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
DIAMONDS FOR LEAH didn’t pick her feet up in her last start off a near 
three-month layoff, but she drops down to a career low class level in this 
spot and will be tighter in her second start off a layoff. Bay daughter of 
Fusaichi Pegasus has never run on a “fast” racetrack before but is bred to 
love the going, and I like the stretch out this afternoon from seven-furlongs 
to this mile and a sixteenth trip; contends of the drop. SALUTE THE 
WARRIOR gave a good account of herself in her first start against winners, 
where she stalked a slow pace, made a mild bid and was one-paced the final 
three-sixteenths of a mile. Bay daughter of Warrior’s Reward has finished 
in the money in three-of-five starts in 2017 for trainer Chris Hartman, 
although the wide post draw is a bit of a concern in this mile and a 
sixteenth test; threat coming right back on the same class level off a solid 
effort. SOUL STRATEGY has rounded into form after she was stopped on 
for a couple of months back in May, and she still has room in the tank for 
improvement making the third start of her current form cycle in this heat. 
She overcame a wide trip in her last start against similar company and 
was only beaten two lengths and change for all the money; fires in the 
stretch drive. MY SUGAR will tackle winners for the first time in this spot 
for trainer Brad Cox, whose outfit is winning at a 22 percent clip at the 
meet. Dark bay daughter of Congrats has started slow in all three of her 
prior starts, but she did rally stoutly from off the pace in her last start 
when dropping in for a dime. There isn’t a lot of early pace signed on in this 
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spot to set up her late kick, however; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-10-8-7 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The bay gelding ARCH CAT looks poised to graduate from the maiden 
ranks this afternoon for trainer Jinks Fires, as the well-bred son of Arch 
out of a Speightstown mare has never run a poor race in his career, and 
he’s coming off a big effort on Derby Day, where he was seven-wide at the 
quarter-pole yet finished two-lengths and change off next-out winner 
Ntestinalfortitude, a stakes horse in the making. He hooked a next-out 
winner in the penultimate effort at Oaklawn, was in tight quarters on the 
clubhouse turn three starts back, and he broke slow and was rank in the 
debut run; gets his picture taken with a clean trip. INSURGENT has flashed 
early speed in his past two starts around two-turns but figures to settle off 
the pace in this spot turning back to a one-turn trip for the first time with 
four route races under his belt. Well-bred son of Bernardini out of the 
multiple graded stakes winner Dream Rush returns to the races off a two-
month plus layoff, has been training forwardly during his time away from 
the races, and the best effort of his career to date was in Louisville three 
starts back. He has hooked some “live” maiden allowance field in the past 
that included eventual graded stakes winners Multiplier and J Boys Echo, 
respectively; contender. YOUR WAY ran well in his first start off a lengthy 
layoff for a new outfit, and the bay son of Harlan’s Holiday out of an 
Unbridled’s Song mare is bred top and bottom to love the slight stretch out 
to this seven-furlong trip, and he has plenty of upside making just his third 
career start. He hooked a next-out winner on debut at Belmont in a heat 
that was clocked in a snappy 1:10 flat; threat. MY EMINENCE has 
improved of late for trainer Pat Byrne and while he moves out of the $50K 
maiden claiming ranks in this spot, he did run well in Louisville last fall 
against maiden allowance types, and he beat a next-out winner by a neck 
in his last start despite having to steady on the backstretch. Gray son of 
Unbridled’s Song will likely improve in his second start off the shelf; useful 
in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-12-1-10 
 
 
RACE NINE 
I’ll take a shot with CORBY on the hedge in Sunday’s featured ninth race, 
an “a other than” allowance event to be contested at a mile and a sixteenth 
trip on the Matt Winn Turf Course. Dark bay daughter of Quality Road has 
improved in each start off a layoff for trainer Brendan Walsh, whose barn 
has been winning at a high percentage all meet long. Four-year-old filly has 
a license to move forward in the third start of her current form cycle, and I 
love the turn back in distance from a mile and three-eighths to this mile 
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and a sixteenth trip in this spot. She should get a dream trip stalking the 
pace, and she will save all the ground on the hedge; choice. GIADA VEGAS 
benefitted from the near three-month layoff over the winter, as the dark 
bay Scat Daddy filly has yet to run a bad race in 2017 and has suffered 
tough beats in her past two starts on this class level at Churchill and 
Keeneland, respectively. She had a ton of trouble in her last start at this 
distance on the turf four starts back in New Orleans, and she has retained 
sharp form in her first two cracks at winners; contender. RES ISPA has a 
penchant for minor awards, but she has finished in the money in seven-of-
11 turf starts lifetime, and she has finished just behind GIADA VEGAS in 
her past two starts. Well-bred daughter of English Channel out of a More 
Than Ready mare has never been worse than third on the Matt Winn Turf 
Course; threat. The consistent WOLF GOURMET has finished in the money 
in eight of her past 12 starts for trainer Dale Romans, and she was only 
two lengths and change off the top choice in her last start at Churchill 
Downs on May 29. She’s another who will like the cut back in distance, and 
jockey Miguel Mena has been riding well this meet. Her zero-for-five local 
record on the weeds is a bit of a concern, but it’s hard to knock her 
consistency; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-10-2-5 
 
 
RACE TEN    
I’ll take a shot with the hard class dropper OKLAHOMA VIEW to wrap up 
the live racing week at Churchill Downs, as the bay son of Hard Spun 
descends from maiden allowance company into the maiden claiming ranks 
for a dime in this heat for the Ken & Sarah Ramsey/Mike Maker 
combination. Three-year-old colt hasn’t hit the board from two prior 
efforts, but he has never run on a “fast” main track before and has plenty 
of upside making just his third career start; rates top billing. SAFE 
PASSAGE was taken out of his front-running game in his last race, where 
he was bumped and bothered at the start, was denied a forwardly placed 
position and didn’t pick his feet up. He drops in for a $10K tag in this spot 
and gets in light with the seven-pound “bug boy” Rayan Gazader named for 
the assignment; improves on the drop with a clean break. FAT DADDY has 
improved since dropping into maiden claiming company, trying the dirt, 
and getting blinkers for the first time two starts back for the Brad Cox 
stable. Bay son of Gemologist continues his class descent in this spot and 
acts as if he’ll like the slight stretch out to this one-turn, eight-furlong set-
up; threat. I like how CEDARVILLE broke on the bridle, was taken in hand 
and finished with good interest against similar rivals in his last start at 
Churchill Downs back on May 28, he has improved in each start off the 
claim, and trainer Randy Morse seems to have found the class level where 
this guy can be most competitive; exotics play. 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-6-4 
 


