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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirty-Fourth Day: Saturday, June 24, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 323-85-64-54—26%W, 63%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
 
RACE ONE 
CHILLING SECRET returns to the races off a two-month plus layoff for Hall 
of Fame conditioner Jack Van Berg in this spot, and the chestnut son of Ice 
Box ran well on debut at Oaklawn Park for a quarter, where he stalked the 
pace and was second of 11 behind a daylight winner in a heat that went in 
a snappy 1:10 4/5. This outfit hits at a good clip with horses returning the 
races off the shelf, and he has all kinds of upside making just his second 
career start; fires fresh at a square price. PRIVATE PARTY is a well-bred 
son of Mineshaft that has a license to improve in his third start off a brief 
freshening for trainer Chris Hartman. He’ll make his first start as a gelding 
in this affair, and his past two efforts in Louisville aren’t as bad as the they 
appear at first glance, as he pressed a hot pace in his last start while 
breaking from the 12-hole and finished fourth, and he split a field of 10 in 
the penultimate effort when breaking from post 10. He gets a wide draw 
again but has speed drawn to his inside; contender. I’m not sure what 
happened to CLASS WON in his last start—his first at Churchill—as the bay 
didn’t beat a horse without any apparent excuse off of a pair of 
encouraging efforts against similar company in his first two races. He 
takes a substantial class drop in this spot from maiden allowance company 
into the $30-$25,000 maiden claiming ranks for the Asmussen barn, an 
outfit that is winning at a healthy 24 percent clip at the tilt; contends on 
the drop. MY MAN KAN’s form has been a bit dicey on the drop, but this 
colt has encountered trouble in his past two starts, where he had to check 
early and often in his last outing under the Twin Spires on May 26—his 
first off a two-month plus layoff—an he was bothered at the start two races 
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back at Oaklawn. He’s at his best when he’s on the bridle early and in touch 
with the front-runners, and the slight class drop certainly works in his 
favor; tighter this time. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-1-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
With a dearth of proven front-running types assembled, coupled with the 
fact that he’s the fastest horse from the gate in this five and a half-furlong 
dash, NUCLEAR OPTION looks like a solid play to go gate-to-wire for trainer 
Wesley Ward in the second half of the early double. First Defence colt 
stretches out a furlong off his first two starts this afternoon, and I’m 
drawing a line through his last race contested over a Tapeta synthetic 
surface at Presque Isle Downs, going he didn’t seem to care for. He was the 
beaten chalk in that effort at 40 cents on the dollar, but he got hooked in a 
protracted speed duel and has a better setup from a pace perspective in 
this spot. He drops in for a tag for the first time and this is a soft field; 
choice. RED ALERT improved when dropping down to this class level in his 
last start, where the son of Justin Phillip stalked a hot pace and stayed on 
in a roughly run race in which he was put up to second on the DQ of E Nine. 
He has plenty of upside making just his third career start for an outfit that 
does excellent work with its juveniles; contender. NASTY CRITTER is a 
first-time starter that hails from the barn of Randy Morse, an outfit that 
wins at a high-percentage with its two-year-old starters. Texas-bred gets in 
light with the seven-pound “bug boy” Rayan Gazader named for the 
assignment, and he’s 12-1 on the morning line. He demands paddock and 
post parade inspection—watch the tote board. I’m not crazy about the one-
hole for a first-time starter, especially a two-year-old, but JIMMY D hooks 
a light field, trainer Jimmy DiVito can get a baby ready to pop right out of 
the box, and this bay colt has an extensive, gap-free public work tab since 
early April. He comes into this five and a half-furlong affair with five 
consecutive five-panel breezes under his belt over the synthetic going at 
Arlington; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-10-2-1 
 
 
RACE THREE 
BOLD SHOT (note that the other half of the Caldwell coupled entry has 
been scratched) has been effective in his past two starts since tuning back 
in distance off marathon route races in Hot Springs, and he takes a two-
pronged class descent in this spot after finishing third of seven, beaten 
seven lengths for all the money, in his last start for a dime, a race in which 
he had to check and got floated wide. He beat fellow entrant GOLD HAWK 
on the square for a $7,500 tag two starts back at Churchill; rates top 
billing. GOLD HAWK finished well behind the top choice in his last start 
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against slightly tougher rivals but nearly beat him two starts back in a 
game effort where he launched a bid between rivals after stalking a 
moderate pace. He may find himself on or near the early lead in this spot in 
a race without a lot of front-running types signed-on; contender. HELLO 
PEOPLE will make his first start off the claim for a low-profile outfit, but 
this fellow’s 2017 form has been solid to date and while he was a distant 
fourth behind the top two choice two starts back, he had to steady 
approaching the quarter-pole, which compromised his chances. I like the 
rider change to jockey Miguel Mena; threat. STRATOCRUISER clearly 
loved the turn back in distance to a one-turn mile trip in his last start, 
where he rallied from off the pace and won clear at 27-1 facing nickel 
claiming types in Louisville three weeks ago. He stretches out around two-
turns in this spot, and his past two route race efforts are not inspiring; 
more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1a-6-8-5 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The chestnut filly LAUDATION is a $110,000 Congrats filly that ran well 
on debut for the Asmussen barn, where she broke slow, made a nice middle 
move, and finished with interest to be a solid third of nine, beaten a length 
and change for the win. She’s one of two entrants in the field with a prior 
race under her belt, which gives her a distinct advantage. She will logically 
improve in just her second career start; major player. ROAD OF HONOR 
fetched $400,000 at Saratoga last summer and was the highest priced 
Quality Road yearling at auction 2016. Her sire gets runners—Abel 
Tasman, Illuminant, Salty, and Cowboy Culture to name a few—and trainer 
Kenny McPeek has a good eye for a young horse at the sales. I’m not crazy 
about the wide post draw for the debut run, especially without a horse 
breaking to her outside, and there are couple of gaps in her public work 
tab. She has been training forwardly of late, however, and is siting on a 
“bullet” half-mile breeze in :48 2/5 in the slop at Churchill on June 15; 
playable right out of the box. PATTI PATTI PATTI is the other entrant in 
the field with a race under her belt, and she’s a juicy 10-1 on the morning 
line. Bay Sidney’s Candy filly stalked a swift pace at a four and half-furlong 
trip and tired in the stretch, finishing well behind the top choice, however 
she garnered some valuable experience and fitness in that heat and has 
plenty of upside making just her second career start; overlay material. 
KATIE’S REWARD is a $12,000 daughter of Warrior’s Reward that will 
make her career debut for the high-percentage Brad Cox outfit, and she 
sports a gap-free public work tab since early May. The recent “bullet” move 
in :49 3/5 over a “good” racetrack in Louisville on June 19 is encouraging; 
demands your attention in the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-3-7    
 



	 4	

RACE FIVE 
TWIRL GIRL drops down in class off her past three starts for trainer Joe 
Sharp, and she split a field of 10 in her last race hooking a good field that 
included the sharp Ivy Bell, who is entered in the Chicago Handicap (G3) 
later on the program, and she was six-wide at the quarter-pole in that 
affair. She has finished in the money in three-of-four lifetime starts in 
Louisville and ran well over a “sloppy” racetrack two starts back in her 
first attempt at this one-turn, eight-furlong setup; gets the nod. ROSIE MY 
ROSIE will make her first start off the claim for the crafty Jimmy DiVito 
barn, the seven-year-old mare has an affinity for eight-furlongs on dirt, and 
she rallied into a hot pace in her last start to finish fourth while wide 
behind fellow entrants C ISLANDSURPRISE and ITS A JOURNEY. Throw 
out the turf start two races back—a surface on which she’s zero-for-12 
lifetime—and the effort three back against much tougher stock, and her 
form looks much more appealing; contender. C ISLANDSURPRISE makes 
up half of a formidable Maggi Moss/Tom Amoss coupled entry (note that 
ITS A JOURNEY will run and will have a late rider change), and the bay 
daughter of Badge of Silver loves Churchill Downs, having annexed fifty 
percent of her lifetime starts and all five of her career wins under the Twin 
Spires. She figures to improve in the third start of her current form cycle, 
is effective at this one-turn mile setup, and this outfit hits at a high-
percentage with stock making their first start off the claim. She hates the 
slop, but today’s racetrack has dried out from yesterday’s rain and will be 
“fast” by the time this race rolls around; lots to like. MISS COBBLESTONE 
ran a big race as the tepid 3-1 favorite in her last start while taking a 
significant step up in class, where the chestnut daughter of Afleet Alex 
used a swift early pace to her advantage to be a good third of nine from off 
the pace, splitting rivals in the lane in the process, to be beaten less than 
three lengths for all the money. She will likely improve in in third start off 
the shelf and has finished in the money in six-of-nine starts lifetime at 
Churchill; useful in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-1a (part of entry)-4 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The bay Smoke Glacken filly I’VE GOT GRACE is an interesting play at 8-1 
on the morning line for trainer Dallas Stewart, whose barn wins at a decent 
clip with horses returning off of long layoffs, and this filly hasn’t been seen 
at the races since last summer at Arlington. She has a beautiful turf 
pedigree (she’s out of a Cozzene mare), and gave a good account of herself 
in her only previous race, where she finished sixth off a 11 against a field 
that included a pair of next-out winners, overcoming an awkward start in 
the process. Her public work tab is gap-free, and she has a useful five-
furlong breeze in Louisville on June 1 in 1:01 1/5 under her belt. She 
attracts the services of Brian Hernandez, Jr.; has the looks of an overlay. 
SWEET INVENTION has never ben off the board in her career, but she has 
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a penchant for place money and will try sprinting on the turf for the first 
time in this spot. She doesn’t have a strong pedigree for the grass (she’s by 
Twirling Candy out of a Dixie Union mare), and she was the beaten chalk in 
her last start at Prairie Meadows at 40 cents on the dollar. She tends to 
lack a winning bid in the stretch drive, but she hooked a next-out winner in 
that affair in Iowa and typically runs her race to pick up a paycheck. Front-
bandages in last two starts noted; figures for part, taking a stand against 
for top honors. DISTORTRESS is a well bred, improving daughter of 
Distorted Humor that will try the turf for the first time for trainer Troy 
Wismer and while her pedigree is more main track oriented, she has plenty 
of upside making just her third career start. She has had issues at the start 
in her first two races, where she broke a step slow in her last outing and 
broke inward at the start in the penultimate effort and was eight-wide at 
the quarter-pole; contends with a clean break. SKYE SENSATIONAL gets 
an unfortunate post draw for the debut run, but the New York-bred 
daughter of Discreet Cat out of a Bernardini mare has some very fast 
works over the traditionally deep and slow going at Lexington’s The 
Thoroughbred Center, including an eye-catching half-mile move on June 3 
in :46 3/5 from the gate. Low profile connections will help the price on the 
tote board, and she has hints of green in her bloodlines; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-7-1 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
Dropping out of graded stakes company into the entry-level allowance 
ranks, WICKED LICK is a deserved 7-5 morning line favorite in this mile in 
a sixteenth route affair, a race that came up a bit soft. Chestnut filly is 
grade two stakes placed at this trip, and she hooked Untapped, a full-sister 
to Untapable—champion three-year-old filly of 2014—and eventual graded 
stakes winner Benner Island in her last two cracks at allowance foes. She 
loves to run second, but the class relief should be enough to propel her into 
the winner’s circle for the high percentage Brendan Walsh barn; major 
player. Both of DUTCH PARROT’s wins have come against Arkansas-breds 
in Hot Springs, but she ran a big race against open company facing tougher 
rivals at Oaklawn three starts back where her chances were compromised 
when she had to check on the first turn and got fanned out into a wide trip. 
She split a field of 10 on debut at Keeneland last fall facing maiden 
allowance stock, she’s capable of running a winning race fresh, and gets 
first-time Lasix; lots to like, including her 10-1 morning line odds. DRINKS 
ON BROADWAY has finished in the money in three-of-five lifetime starts 
for Gary “Red Dog” Hartlage, ran the best race of her career to date off a 
layoff, and returns to the races off a brief freshening in this spot. She 
hooked a nice filly in Stonetacular in her last outing and was outclassed in 
the Fantasy Stakes (G2) in Hot Springs two starts back; contender. MY 
SWEET STELLA seems to be a bit better on the weeds and returns to the 
main track in this spot, but she’s multiple stakes-placed on dirt and will 
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drop into $75,000 optional claiming/first-tier allowance company in this 
heat for trainer D. Wayne Lukas. Bay daughter of Eskendereya has been 
setting the track on fire in the A.M. reeling off four straight “bullet” works, 
the most recent of which was a half-mile move in :46 2/5 four days ago; 
more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-8-3-5 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
LIFEFULLOFREINBOWS clearly benefitted from the time off this winter for 
trainer Cecilia Knight, as the four-year-old daughter of Archarcharch has 
run well in both her starts in 2017 at long odds, the most recent of which 
was a game second-place effort when she stretched out to this seven-
furlong trip for the first time and was second of 10, beaten less than three 
lengths for all the money at 17-1. I like that she was game enough to run 
twice in that affair and while she’s giving away five pounds to the rest of 
the field, she gets a more experienced rider in the saddle in the form of 
James Graham. She broke well in her last race and posted her best effort to 
date in a heat that went in an honest 1:21 2/5; rates top billing. MISS 
VICKI was bet way down to 50 cents on the dollar in her last start—her 
first for trainer Tom Amoss—where she flattened out late and was out 
finished by the top choice on the square. Daughter of Bellamy Road got a 
bit late in that heat and acted like she needed the race off a near two-
month hiatus, and she will be tighter this time around making the second 
start of herself current form cycle; contender. WHAT A STAR gave a good 
account of herself off a near two-month layoff, where she was beaten a 
scant half-length for the win facing similar stock while getting blinkers for 
the first time for the “Cat Man”, Wayne Catalano, and she will certainly be 
tighter this go-around; player. MISS MEDAGLIA has never been off the 
board in her career, and her chances were compromised in her last start, 
where she bobbled at the break, finished third behind a daylight, next-out 
winner, and just missed place money by a length and a quarter. Fipke 
homebred has plenty of room to improve making just her third career 
start, and the Dallas Stewart barn hits at a decent strike rate with horses 
returning the races off the sidelines; deserves a long look in a contentious 
heat.  
 
SELECTIONS: 3-12-6-1 
 
 
RACE NINE 
Trainer Michelle Lovell has made the most out of limited opportunities at 
the tilt, as her barn has run 10 horses, won two races, and has finished 
second or third with five other starters. ARCHANGEL ROSE, a bay son of 
Flower Alley, takes a marked step up in class out of the “non-winners of 
two lifetime” conditioned claiming ranks, but he has been in fine fettle 
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since returning to the races off a two-month layoff two starts back, and I 
like how he retained honest form while moving up in class in his last start. 
He’ll get a ground-saving trip from his inside post draw and is a tantalizing 
12-1 on the morning line; “live” longshot. NESSY loves going long on the 
lawn and has finished in the money in eight-of-11 turf starts lifetime at 
distances from a mile and a sixteenth to a mile and a half. Gelded son of 
Flower Alley has a license to improve in his third start off the shelf, and he 
drops in class this afternoon out of the Louisville Handicap (G3T), where 
he split a field of 12 while seven-wide at the top of the lane. He hasn’t been 
worse than third in his past five starts on this class level; contender. WAR 
DADDY is zero-for-seven lifetime on the turf, but the longer they go on the 
weeds, the better he is, as he has never been worse than third on grass at 
distances from a mile and three-eighths to a mile and a half. His 2017 form 
is rock solid, has he has finished in the money in four-of-five starts this 
year and while he may be a tick better of dirt, he can handle grass as well; 
threat. SOUTHERN WILD has rounded into form of late for trainer Rusty 
Arnold, and the well-bred son of Lemon Drop Kid (he’s out of a Storm Cat 
mare) will return to his preferred surface—turf—in this spot. Dyed in the 
wool closer catches a field without a lot of front-running types signed on, 
especially with the scratch on Ransack, but this is a 12-furlong marathon, 
and this fellow has a pretty good final eighth of a mile kick. He likes the 
Matt Winn Turf course and has placed in four-of-nine starts lifetime on the 
lawn; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-4-10 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Chicago Handicap (G3) 
Undoubtedly, the brilliant filly FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM is the horse to 
beat in the 28th renewal of the Chicago Handicap (G3), as the dark bay 
daughter of Twirling Candy is a perfect five-for-five lifetime under the Twin 
Spires, has handled most of her fellow entrants with relative ease in the 
past, and she has only lost one race in her career and that was in the La 
Brea (G1) by a hard-fought half-length last Boxing Day at Santa Anita, 
where she finished three lengths to the good of a nice filly in Enola Gray. 
She’s a little vulnerable at this seven-furlong trip—the distance at which 
she suffered her last defeat—but her class should carry her the final eighth 
of a mile this afternoon. She’s the controlling speed and the wide post draw 
isn’t detrimental coming out of the partial chute; holds all the aces. 
KATHBALLU comes into this heat off a near two-month layoff for an outfit 
that wins at a decent clip with horses coming back to the races fresh, and 
she was making up ground on the top choice going six-furlongs in her last 
start in the Roxelana Stakes on the opening night of the meet to be beaten 
two lengths for all the money. Throw out her effort in the Madison Stakes 
(G1) two starts back and the effort on the grass four starts back, and her 
form looks double tough. The price will be square; has the best chance of 
upsetting the apple cart. MAYLA was a good third behind her stablemate 
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FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM in the Winning Colors Stakes (G3) on May 27, 
where the daughter of Sharp Humor’s late kick was enhanced by swift 
early fractions and she rallied to be second, five lengths and change behind 
the top choice. Bay miss has earned over $275K lifetime, is a nice mare in 
her own right, and the early splits will be quick again this afternoon. She’ll 
be running in the lane; useful in the exotics. IVY BELL has never run a bad 
race at Churchill Downs and has never been in better form, coming into 
this race riding a two-race winning streak for trainer William Denzik, and 
her last effort over a good field was impressive, as she was drawing away 
in the final sixteenth of a mile in her first attempt at a seven-furlong trip. I 
like that she came out of that race and fired a “bullet” half-mile breeze, and 
she has a license to move forward in the third start of her current form 
cycle. She gets the acid test for class, but at 30-1 on the morning line—
which is pretty accurate—there’s lots of upside on the value front; “live” 
longshot. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-7-5 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
I’ll take a shot with SOIL, a bay daughter of Ghostzapper out of a Pleasant 
Tap mare, that will trying the turf for the first time in the day’s nightcap—a 
$30,000 claiming event for “non-winners of two races” lifetime going a flat 
mile on the Matt Winn Turf Course. Versatile bay filly has run well on 
Polytrack, “fast” dirt, and in the slop, and she has a license to move 
forward in the third start of her current form cycle. I’m worried about the 
11-hole in this one-mile trip, but I like the three-furlong blowout at 
Arlington four days ago in :35 flat, and she was only a length off a next-out 
winner in her first crack at winners in her most recent start; choice. MY 
KINDA DEVIL will return to her preferred surface—grass—in this spot for 
trainer Pat Dupuy, and this daughter of Lemon Drop Kid will be tighter in 
her second start off a near three-month layoff in this affair. Her past turf 
form is spotty, but she has finished in the money in fifty percent of her 
starts on the lawn lifetime. She attracts Corey Lanerie for the first time; 
contender. NATCHEZ PASS has been facing tougher company in the open 
claiming ranks at Tampa Bay Downs in her past three starts, and she will 
get some needed class relief this afternoon sliding back into the 
conditioned claiming ranks. She has been training forwardly during her 
time away from the races and is 20-1 on the morning line; threat, at a 
price. TIZTHESOUND has lacked a winning bid in the stretch drive in a pair 
of starts against winners for trainer Dale Romans, but this chestnut filly 
has some tactical speed which will serve her well in this flat mile test on 
the weeds. She has a license to improve in her third start off a layoff and 
gets in light with seven-pound apprentice Rayan Gazader in the boot; can’t 
pitch her and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-9-7-2  


