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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirty-Fifth Day: Sunday, June 25, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 334-89-65-55—27%W, 63%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
 
RACE ONE 
The gray SILVERDOLLARDREAMS hasn’t been seen at the races in nearly 
two months and failed to menace in his last start off the sidelines, but that 
was against tougher company in New Orleans and the son of Wagon Limit 
figures to get a great trip stalking SILVER WRAITH and ELWOOD’S 
ADVICE in this spot for trainer Tom Amoss, who saddled Its a Journey 
($3.40) to win yesterday’s fifth race and whose outfit is hitting at a 30 
percent clip at the tilt. He has finished in the money in five-of-eight starts 
lifetime at this mile and a sixteenth trip on dirt; rates top billing. ELITCH 
will make his first start off the claim for trainer Chris Hartman, whose 
barn wins at a high percentage in this type of scenario. Bay son of Flatter 
demonstrated a nice turn of foot from off the pace in his last start on the 
slight drop, where he broke slow, circled the field and won going away, 
beating next-out winner Enduring Honor in the process. He’ll tackle “three 
lifetime” foes for the first time, and he tends to break slow, costing him 
valuable lengths in the early stages of the race. He has placed in four-of-
seven lifetime starts and certainly fits on the class front in for a $16,000 
tag taking the next natural progression up the ladder; contender. It took 
nearly a year for LITTLE B to clear the “non-winners of two lifetime” 
condition, and he gets wheeled back off eight days rest to tackle “three 
lifetime” stock for the first time in this heat. I like how the gray used an off 
the pace middle move to propel him to a win in his last start while taking a 
double jump up in class, and he has been first-or-second in two-of-three 
lifetime starts under the Twin Spires; on the fringes. U S S ALTAIR ran like 
he needed his last start off a near 90-day hiatus from racing, and he drops 
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in class in this spot for the formidable Midwest Thoroughbreds/Roger 
Brueggemann combo. Bay gelding’s form is consistently inconsistent but 
he occasionally jumps up and runs a big race at a square price, like he did 
last fall at Keeneland facing $30K conditioned claiming stock. He’ll be 
tighter this time around, but seems destined for a minor placing. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-6-3  
 
 
RACE TWO 
The second half of the early double is a tricky $5,000 starter allowance 
event sprinting on the main track and while this race is peppered with 
front-running types, none are quicker than RESTLESS RAMBLER, a very 
fast son of Ghostzapper that throws down :21 and change, :44 and change 
splits with regularity. Four-year-old is a perfect two-for-two in Louisville 
and has won three of his past four starts over a “fast” racetrack by a 
combined total of 15 ¦ lengths. The hard-knocking PROVEN WARRIOR and 
an all-out SHOOT CRAPS are capable of staying close early, but this fellow 
put away the former on the square the last time they met on the opening 
night of the meet; holds all the aces. PROVEN WARRIOR comes into this 
race fresh and has won his past two starts off the shelf for the high 
percentage Kim Hammond barn, but the bay son of Yes It’s True was no 
match for the top choice in his last start and is zero-for-four lifetime at 
Churchill Downs. It’s hard not to admire his consistency, however, as he 
won seven races from 11 starts in 2016 and has finished in the money in 
28-of-41 races lifetime over a myriad of surfaces and track conditions. His 
:47 flat “bullet” half-mile move at Indiana Grand five days ago should have 
him on his toes; foolish to slight his chances. BOBBY V is a tick cheap for 
this crew, but he’s an honest $5,000 starter horse that has been well 
managed by trainer Jimmy Corrigan. 12-time winner hasn’t missed the 
trifecta in his past nine starts, and he gets wheeled back off 12 days rest 
off a game front-running victory over a Tapeta surface at Presque Isle 
Downs. He’s at his best sprints on the main track, and I like the slight turn 
back in distance to this six-panel trip; synthetic-to-dirt angle is appealing. 
SHOOT CRAPS benefitted from some time off, a surface change from 
Polytrack to dirt, and the Indiana/Ohio circuit, as the dark bay son of 
Trappe Shot has won three of his past four starts by an eye-catching 
combined total of 27 Ɖ lengths. Veteran pilot Dean Sarvis has been able to 
get this speedy fellow to switch off a bit early and it has made all the 
difference in his form, but he’s capable of laying down :22 and change :44 
and change fractions on the front-end and hanging around at the wire. He’s 
razor-sharp right now; threat in a contentious affair. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-1-3 
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RACE THREE 
I’m drawing a line through DOUBLE FIRST’s last start—her first on grass—
as she didn’t seem to care for the going and had a rough trip having to 
steady in the stretch drive. I like that she won her first start against 
winners two starts back at Keeneland, and she takes a stout class drop in 
her second start off the claim for trainer Tom Amoss from conditioned 
$40K claiming company into this $16K “non-winners of three lifetime” 
affair. She has won two-of-three starts lifetime over a “fast” surface; choice. 
GURLIN stalked a quick pace but failed to make headway on a daylight 
winner in her last start for trainer Dale Romans, but that was contested 
over a speed-favoring strip back on June 2. Chestnut Curlin filly has a 
license to improve in the third start of her current form cycle, has finished 
in the money in three-of-five starts lifetime over a “fast” main track, and 
trainer Dale Romans is within three wins of tying Hall of Famer Billy Mott 
(701) as the all-time leading condtioner by wins at Churchill Downs, as he 
saddled his 698th winner under the Twin Spires in yesterday’s nightcap 
with Mizz Tutu ($7); lots to like. MISS MAMACITA is a dyed-in-the-wool 
closer in a race without much early speed signed on—never a great angle— 
but she takes a two-pronged class drop for trainer Brian Williamson, and 
she has never been off the board at this mile and a sixteenth trip on dirt. 
She has ben the recipient of wide trips in her past two starts—both on the 
grass—and she returns to her preferred surface in this affair; turf-to-dirt 
angle playable. BLUEBERRY SHINE will make her first start off the claim 
on the rise for trainer Matt Kordenbrock, who haltered this late-running 
daughter of Fort Prado for $8,000 out of her last start at Churchill on May 
26. Her main track form is erratic but useful, she has a license to improve 
in her second start off the sidelines, and she attracts the services of Brian 
Hernandez, Jr.; rounds out the exotics with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-8-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
FAULT was cut out to be a nice filly, and the daughter of Blame gave a good 
account of herself in her first start off the claim for trainer Michelle Lovell, 
whose outfit is winning at a high percentage in 2017 with limited 
opportunities, while returning to the entry level allowance ranks where 
she dead-heated for second while getting to the winner in a flat mile turf 
heat on the Matt Winn Course 15 days ago. She had an excuse in her only 
previous poor effort on turf, where she stalked the pace, got bumped 
around and lost interest. She’ll get a great trip stalking the pace under 
Brian Hernandez, Jr.; choice. PRADO VISION hit her best stride too late 
her last start at an eight-furlong trip, and she will relish the extra 
sixteenth of a mile in this spot for trainer Dale Romans. Dark bay or brown 
filly has never missed the trifecta on “firm” going, will be tighter in her 
second start off a two-month plus layoff, and she was a good second behind 
lone speed loose on the lead in her last start; major player. BLAME THE 
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LAW was clearly overmatched in the Regret Stakes (G3T) in her last start 
and returns to the races in more logical spot in this affair for the high-
percentage Mike Maker outfit, and this filly has been a different animal 
with the addition of blinkers three starts back, as she broke her maiden for 
a quarter, then was a good third in a $75K stakes race at Gulfstream 
before the Regret debacle. Bay filly gets wheeled back off 8 days rest, but 
she didn’t pick her feet up in her last start, thus that effort didn’t figure to 
take too much out of her; threat. HOLIDAY’S ANGEL will make her first 
start since being haltered by trainer Chris Hartman—who runs a sharp 
outfit, spots his horses well, and won the first race on today’s program with 
Elitch ($4). Bay filly split a field of eight and was only beaten four lengths 
and change in her only previous start on the weeds, but she has a penchant 
for the show dough, having finished third in four-of-nine lifetime starts. 
She steps up to starter allowance company; best effort yields a minor 
award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-9-2  
 
 
RACE FIVE 
I’ll take a shot with the price play GREELEYS CHARM in the fifth on the 
card—a wide-open $20K claiming heat going six-panels on the main track—
for trainer Jimmy Baker who not only has quietly had a good meet, but 
also wins at a high percentage with horses making their first start off the 
claim. Bay gelding steps up in class, which will insure a good price, but he 
has been in fairly good form in 2017 having been first-or-second in 50 
percent of his starts this year. He likes Churchill Downs and should get a 
good stalking trip from his wide post draw with some speed drawn to his 
inside. He’s 15-1 on the morning line; “live” longshot. ABBAA is clearly the 
horse to beat on paper, as he sports salty form against much tougher rivals 
in three of his past four starts. He was out of his league in the Aristides 
Stakes (G3), but he won his last start on this class level by a clear length 
and a half, reeled off consecutive wins while ascending in class, and just 
missed a nice horse and next-out winner Cerro by a neck in a tough heat at 
Indiana Grand two races back; major player. PEA SHOOTER PRO is a very 
consistent son of Candy Ride that has placed in an impressive 21-of-29 
lifetime starts, primarily on the Pennsylvania circuit, and he faced a next-
out winner and nice horse in Rhythm Park in his last race while stepping 
up in class in his first start off the claim. It’s not encouraging that he was 
stopped on immediately after one start and hasn’t been seen at the races in 
nearly five months, but I like the rider change to Calvin Borel, and this guy 
shows up to run every time; using in the exotics. CURLINO will make his 
first start off the claim for trainer Mike Tomlinson and will run as a gelding 
for the first time this afternoon. Chestnut son of Curlin is a length and a 
quarter off winning his past two starts off the shelf, likes Churchill Downs 
and is another consistent horse that has finished in the money in 12-of-17 
lifetime starts; can’t dismiss based on his affinity for the local 
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surroundings. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-6-7 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The gray ASSUME DISCLOSURE gets wheeled back off two weeks rest off a 
good effort in his career debut sprinting on the grass, where he broke slow, 
demonstrated a nice turn of foot from off the pace, and finished second of 
seven, beaten four lengths and change for all the money. $200,000 son of 
Blame will try the dirt for the fist time in this heat, his pedigree is more 
main track oriented (he’s out of a Maria’s Mon mare), and he has all kinds 
of upside making just his second career start; rates top billing. 
LIKEITLIKETHAT overcame some traffic issues to finish a good third in his 
last start off the shelf, and he returns to the races off a near two-month 
respite in this heat. He caught a “wet-fast” racetrack that he didn’t seem to 
care for in his last start, and he faced a useful horse in Colonelsdarktemper 
three starts back in Hot Springs. The Al Stall, Jr. barn is hitting at a 28 
percent strike rate year to date; contender. BLAKE’S LUCKY STAR hooked 
a future stakes horse in his stablemate Ntestinalfortitude in his career 
debut, but he did manage to finish third in that affair and will logically 
improve in his second career start for trainer Dale Romans. $325,000 son 
of Tizway exits a heat that went in a quick 1:09 3/5, though it does send up 
a red flag that he hasn’t worked back since that effort; threat, nonetheless. 
STONE MOUNTAIN is a fleet-of-foot son of Discreetly Mine that has a 
pronounced tendency to spit the bit when hooked on the front-end and 
TWINSANITY, who breaks just to his inside, has a comparable early lick. 
He has a license to move forward in the third start of his current form 
cycle, however, and has faced some salty maiden allowance fields including 
the likes of Patch, and the highly regarded Watch Me Whip, who runs in 
today’s featured ninth race; hangs around for a share of the purse money 
with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-2-8 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The consistent SISTER KAN has never run a poor race on dirt, is a perfect 
two-for-two lifetime at Churchill Downs, and she won for fun in 1:10 flat in 
her last start—her first off the claim for trainer Brad Cox—while stepping 
up in class out of conditioned claiming company to tackle open $40K 
rivals. Daughter of Kantharos should get a great trip stalking WHITE GOLD 
and OURS TO RUN and be in position to collar the fading speed at the 
quarter-pole and kick onward; formidable. FRIEND OF LIBERTY beat the 
top choice on the square back in January in Hot Springs, but that race was 
contested over a “muddy”, sealed racetrack, that this filly relishes and 
SISTER KAN can do without. That said, this gray daughter of Dominus is a 
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nice filly that has finished in the money in eight-of-11 lifetime starts, and 
she drops out of a minor stakes race in Iowa, where she hooked a nice filly 
in the form of Channel’s Legacy. She’s less than three lengths shy of 
winning her past six starts outside of black-type company, has never 
missed the exacta at Churchill Downs, and I like the turn back in distance 
to this six-furlong trip with a two-turn, eight-furlong race under her belt; 
contender. MIA BELLA ROSSA was no match for the top choice in her last 
start, but her chances were compromised in that race, as she had to check 
and steady at the half-mile pole. I like that she demonstrated a nice turn of 
foot in that heat and finished with interest while stepping up to open 
claiming company, and she has improved since returning to the main track 
off a pair of turf efforts in New Orleans; threat. WHITE GOLD’s form has 
been suspect off a layoff, and the gray daughter of Exchange Rate returns 
to the races off a near two-month freshening in this spot for trainer Dane 
Kobiskie. Free-wheeling three-year-old miss will have to deal with OURS TO 
RUN, who has a comparable early lick, when they spring the latch; tab for a 
minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-7-1 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
DAWN RAIDER seems to be sitting on a big race for trainer Buff Bradley, as 
the $350,000 son of Scat Daddy has improved in each start for his new 
connections since stretching out around two-turns on grass two starts 
back, and he has been competitive facing honest company such as Zambian 
and Speight Swiftly in his past two starts in the allowance ranks. I like that 
he has retained sharp form while moving up in class, and his late sire is on 
fire of late, churning out winners worldwide; major player. DURANGO DAN 
was the beaten chalk in his first start off the claim for trainer Tom Amoss, 
but he was seven-wide at the quarter-pole in that heat and finished third of 
nine, beaten a length and change for all the money going a sixteenth of a 
mile shorter. Well-bred son of Giant’s Causeway has never run a bad race 
on the weeds, but seemed to relish the “good” going two starts back at a 
nine-furlong trip, and the course is “firm” this afternoon. He’s an honest 
horse than has placed in five-of-seven lifetime starts, however; contender. 
MAS MISCHIEF has honest turf form having finished in the money in four-
of-five starts lifetime on grass, and the bay son of Into Mischief will try to 
snap a four-race string of consecutive third-place finishes in this spot. I’m 
not crazy about the wide post draw, but I do like the rider change to Brian 
Hernandez, Jr. He’s 15-1 on the morning line; overlay material. YOUNG 
AMERICAN is a deep closer that catches a field peppered with front-
running types—always a positive angle—and the son of Congrats ran well in 
his first start off the claim on the rise for trainer Angel Montano. His last 
three starts on the local course are respectable; exotics candidate. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-5-11-8 
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RACE NINE 
AWESOME SATURDAY has never run a bad race for trainer Brett Calhoun, 
who knocked out yesterday’s feature—the Chicago Handicap (G3)—with 
the crack sprinter Finley’sluckycharm. Chestnut son of Any Given 
Saturday has never been worse than third in his career and has faced 
some nice horses such as eventual restricted stakes winner No Mo Dough, 
Colonelsdarktemper, Excitations and Shadow Tracer. He has improved in 
each start since returning from a near two-month layoff at Keeneland back 
in April, and I like the stretch out around two-turns this afternoon; gets the 
nod. WATCH ME WHIP is a lightly-raced $330,000 son of Smart Strike that 
is held in high regard by the Dale Romans barn, and he had a rough trip in 
his first start around two-turns in the restricted Sir Barton Stakes on the 
Preakness undercard, also his first race against winners. He broke his 
maiden in impressive fashion right out of the box at Keeneland by open 
lengths, covering seven panels in a quick 1:23 4/5, and he has all kinds of 
upside making just his third career start; contender. ROCKY TOUGH has 
run well in his past two starts on “fast” main tracks, and his last start on 
the grass is a total toss out, as he’s zero-for-eight lifetime on the lawn. He 
was a good third two starts back at a one-turn mile trip facing entry-level 
allowance company, and he has finished in the money in four-of-seven 
starts this year; turf-to-dirt angle playable. POWER WALKER has never 
been off the board in his career, and I like that he was a respectable third, 
beaten five lengths and change for all the money, in his first start against 
winners in a minor stakes at Charles Town back in late April. His best form 
has been at minor venues, but he has been freshened-up for a high-
percentage barn; some things to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-5-7  
 
Note: Race 10 is in production and will be posted shortly. Thanks for your 
patience and good luck!   
 
  


