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Ellis Park: Spring Meet 2017 
First Day: Saturday, July 1, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Downs Final Spring Meet Stats: 372-99-71-62—27%W, 
62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The Street Boss gelding DUSTY looks like a solid play to kick off the 2017 
Spring Meet in Henderson, as the Lone Star Park invader has improved of 
late on the drop and takes a lateral class move from $7,500 maiden 
claiming stock in Texas into this spot for a nickel. Chestnut was 
competitive for $10K in Hot Springs earlier in the year and has 
encountered some troubled trips in three of his past four starts. The only 
concern is his tendency to break a step slow, but trainer J.R. Caldwell is 
coming off a good Churchill meet and this guy will be forwardly placed in a 
race without a lot of early speed types signed on; rates top billing. 
SATURDAY FUN takes a double-dip class drop off his past two starts for 
trainer Forest Kaelin, and this son of Any Given Saturday was competitive 
all winter in Tampa against comparable—arguably tougher— adversaries. 
He has a penchant for minor awards but has placed in six-of-nine starts in 
2017; contends on the drop. WHERE’S LEW gets wheeled back off short 
rest but has a license to improve in the third start of his current form 
cycle, takes a two-pronged drop in class for trainer Dale Romans, and was 
bothered at the start in his main track debut at Churchill Downs 13 days 
ago; threat. ROCKETMON ships in from Fairmount Park and is coming off a 
useful second-place finish against maiden allowance company at nearly 8-
1. He exits a slow race and is spotted to be competitive in for $5K this 
afternoon. He’s 12-1 on the morning line; using in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-3-1 
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RACE TWO 
PRIMAL is the controlling speed in this six-furlong sprint, as the bay son of 
Flatter is a tick quicker on paper than the other early pace threat in this 
field—NORTHERN RANGER—and this fellow is coming off a sharp score at 
Prairie Meadows, where he broke his maiden by open lengths in gate-to-
wire fashion. He’ll hook winners for the first time but is entered in the 
right spot to be competitive facing “non-winners of two lifetime” types for a 
nickel. He improved in his second start without blinkers and is eligible to 
move forward in his third start off the shelf; choice. THE LAST PROPHET 
will make his first start off the claim for trainer Chris Hartman, whose 
outfit wins at a high-percentage in this type of situation. Student Council 
colt turns back to a distance at which he has his lone career win, and he 
doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to be a factor. He has never 
been in this cheap; contender. HALO NOT INCLUDED split a field of eight in 
his last start facing conditioned $5K types, and he’s the lone entrant in 
this field to have posted a prior money finish in the past at Ellis Park. He’s 
bred top and bottom to sprint, as he’s by Tueflesberg out of a Mr. Greeley 
mare; tighter this time. CONFEDERATE RAGS drops from the conditioned 
$16K claiming ranks at Churchill into this spot for $5K, and this bay son of 
top young sire Union Rags was competitive for $8K three starts back in 
Louisville. Trainer Jose Castanon has made the most out of limited starters 
in 2017; class descent suits. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-7-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
TWO IF BY SEA has placed in fifty percent of his starts in 2017 for trainer 
Chris Richard, and I like the slight turn back in distance to this five and a 
half-furlong trip, a distance at which this son of Lantana Mob has finished 
in the money in three-of-four lifetime outings. Indiana-bred exits restricted 
starter allowance company, he figures to get a great trip stalking 
MANKIND and LI’L J, and trainer Jeff Barkley’s barn is hitting at a 
healthy 24 percent clip in 2017; gets the nod. MORE THAN SHIRL was the 
beaten favorite in his last start in Louisville for a nickel, but he will 
appreciate the class drop into $4K “non-winners of two races in a year” 
company in this spot. He has placed in five-of-eight starts in 2017 and has 
been facing much tougher company of late such as Ship Disturber, War 
Eagle’s Return and Fourth of July; contender. OLDWICK hooked a next-out 
winner at Lone Star Park over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack that he didn’t 
care for facing open $12,500 down to $10,000 company in his last race, 
will likely improve in his third start off a layoff, and hasn’t been in this 
cheap in his past 12 starts for the Steve Asmussen barn; threat. E.M. 
MAXIMUS made short work of $5K “non-winners of a race in a year” types 
in Iowa in his last start for trainer Ron Moquett, and this eight-year-old son 
of Silver Train has hit the board in 50 percent of his starts lifetime at Ellis 
Park. He will be tighter in his second start off a near fourth-month layoff 
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and the 9-2 morning line price in right on the money; has a shot in a 
competitive affair. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-4-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The bay filly DIVINING CHANGE is zero-for-15 lifetime on the grass, but 
she drops in class off her past three starts, gets in light with the “bug boy” 
Rogelio Miranda in boot, and I like the blinkers-off play by trainer Sam 
Logsdon, which will hopefully get this well-bred daughter of Langfuhr to 
relax a bit more in the early stages of the race in order to have something 
left in the proverbial tank for the stretch drive. She’ll be tighter this time 
around; choice. CANTCATCHCHANNELED beat a couple of horses on debut 
over the Matt Winn Turf Course in Louisville, but it’s a tall order for any 
horses to win a two-turn race right out the box, and she takes a significant 
class drop in this affair from $40K maiden claiming company into this spot 
for a dime for trainer Buff Bradley. She has plenty of upside making just 
her second career start; contender. BOOMTIDEROCK will try the grass for 
the first time in this affair and has a dirt-oriented pedigree (by Super 
Saver out of a Carson City mare), but she drops in class from the maiden 
allowance ranks at Belterra Park into this $10K maiden claiming heat 
looking for form reversal. Her form has improved mildly since she 
stretched out around two-turns three starts back; threat. IN FOCUS didn’t 
beat a horse on debut at Churchill Downs, but she gets wheeled back off 15-
days rest, stretches out around two-turns, and will try the grass for the 
first time looking to get on the get on the good foot. The slam down in class 
from $40K to $10K obviously works in her favor; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-9-6-5 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
KNIGHT OF DREAMS takes a double-dip class drop in this spot for trainer  
Paul Holthus and turns back to an eight-furlong trip. Arkansas-bred likes 
Ellis Park, having finished in the money in two-of-three lifetime starts in 
Henderson, and he has been competitive in his past three outings on this 
class level. He has effective tactical speed and the inside is the place to be 
coming out of the clubhouse turn chute; rates top billing. HENDERSON 
COUNTRY will stretch out to a mile trip for the first time in 12 starts for 
the Asmussen barn, and this son of Proud Citizen demonstrated a nice turn 
of foot from off the pace to win a $8K “non-winners of three lifetime” affair 
in Louisville in his last start, where he split rivals in the lane to win going 
away. He’ll be more in touch with the early pace on the stretch out; 
contender. HAT OF JACKS won his only previous start over the main track 
at Ellis Park and while he was the beaten favorite in his last race at Lone 
Star, he was fractious in the gate in that heat and wide at the quarter-pole. 
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He has finished in the money in three-of-five starts lifetime going eight-
furlongs on dirt; threat with an anxiety-free, clean start. PHENOMENAL 
PHOENIX ran like he needed his last start off a near three-month layoff, 
and this bay son of Summer Bird has three of his four lifetime wins going a 
flat mile on the main track. He has a license to improve in his second start 
off the sidelines and has won two of his past three races when offered up 
for a $5K price tag. He’s a healthy 10-1 on the morning line; has the looks 
of an overlay. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-9-3  
 
 
RACE SIX 
STREET PERFORMER ran a big race while moving up in class in her first 
start of the claim for trainer Randy Haffner, whose horses were running 
well at the end of the recently concluded Churchill Downs meet. Chestnut 
miss has never put forth a poor effort on turf, and she has a license to 
improve in her third start off a layoff. She’s the controlling speed in a race 
without a lot of front-running types assembled—always a good angle; 
choice; gate-to-wire. ENGLISH AFFAIR improved markedly when trying 
the grass for the first time at Indiana Grand in her last start for trainer 
Rusty Arnold, and this well-bred English Channel filly will get a ground-
saving trip on the hedge from her inside post draw under jockey Brian 
Hernandez, Jr. There isn’t a lot of early pace in this heat on paper to set up 
her late kick, but she has plenty of upside making just her third career 
start; formidable. FRONT ROW DEBBIE loves place money, but has hit the 
board in five-of-eight turf starts lifetime for trainer Dale Romans. Bay 
daughter of Pleasantly Perfect was competitive on the weeds all winter in 
South Florida against comparable company, and if one throws out the off 
the turf effort two starts back, her form looks even better. She’s another 
that figures to improve in her third start off a freshening; threat. KUPURI 
has demonstrated mild improvement in each start for trainer Eddie 
Kenneally, whose barn annexed the early double on the closing night of the 
meet last evening at Churchill Downs. She has never faced a field this soft 
and will be tighter making her second start off a layoff this afternoon; fires 
in the stretch drive. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-2-7 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
SHAKEDOWN is first-time starter by Candy Ride (Arg) out of a multiple 
stakes winning Wild Rush mare that fetched $80,000 last September at 
Keeneland. Day bay or brown colt is trained by Steve Asmussen, who just 
won the training title at the recently concluded Churchill Downs meet and 
his outfit excels with two-year-old stock and is more than capable of 
getting one to pop at first-asking. This fellow has a gap-free public work tab 
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and a beneficial five-eighths move over the local strip; looks “live” right out 
of the box. TREE PEEPS overcame a wide trip on debut at Churchill Downs 
and was a solid third of seven behind a daylight winner in a four and half-
furlong affair that went in a honest :51 4/5. I like the half-mile breeze in 
Henderson on June 8 in :49 2/5, and this guy garnered valuable and 
seasoning in the debut effort and will logically move forward in this affair 
the second time out of the box; contender. MAKE NOISE is a fleet-of-foot 
gray son of Graydar that is the controlling speed of the race for Hall of 
Fame trainer Jack Van Berg, and this colt is eligible for improvement in 
making just the third start of his career in this affair. He was only a head 
off a well-regarded Uncle Mo colt, Mo Diddley, in his career debut at nearly 
14-1; gate-to-wire threat. MR ASHLEY broke flat-footed and was bumped 
around at the start in his career debut at Indiana Grand 17-days ago, yet 
was rolling late despite being 11-wide at the quarter-pole to finish third, 
beaten a length and a half for all the money over a “sloppy”, sealed 
racetrack. He will move forward in his second career start, and moves up if 
predicted afternoon rains hit the Henderson area before this heat goes off. 
He’s 10-1 on the morning line and his low-profile connections will insure 
an honest price on the tote board: lots to like.  
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-5-3 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The homebred DERBY CHAMPAGNE was boxed in on the inside in the 
stretch drive in his last start, was shut off when jockey Brian Hernandez 
tried to scoot up the hedge, and finished with good energy when he was 
able to swing out for clear run to the wire, to be beaten a length and a half 
for all the money by an honest campaigner in Zambian. He has been facing 
much tougher stock; looms large with a clean trip. GIANT PAYDAY is a 
deserved 3-1 morning line favorite dropping out of the Arlington Classic 
(G3T), where stalked a moderate pace and gave way in the stretch drive on 
the class hike over “yielding” terrain and was beaten 10 lengths and 
change by a nice three-year-old turf horse in Cowboy Culture. Well-bred 
son of Giant’s Causeway out of a Seeking the Gold mare was only beaten 
three lengths for all the money by a nice horse in Ticonderoga in the Palm 
Beach Stakes (G3T) back in March at Gulfstream Park, and he has never 
been worse than second on the weeds outside of stakes company; major 
player. NICE NOT NICE has never run a poor race on the grass for trainer 
Buff Bradley, who annexed the fourth race on today’s card with 
Cantcatchchanneled ($8.20). Bay son of Twirling Candy rallied from off 
the pace facing “a other than company” in Louisville in his last start, where 
he was four-wide at the quarter-pole, angled in in the lane and finished 
with aplomb to be beaten a diminishing length and change for all the 
money; threat. FIRE FOR EFFECT lacked a winning bid in the stretch in 
both his previous turf starts, but he has been facing tougher adversaries 
and Lucky Ramsey, who beat him in his last start, came out of that race to 
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win a tough “two other than” allowance/optional $62,500 claiming heat at 
Churchill Downs on June 29, paying a healthy $19.60 in the process. Well-
bred Smart Strike colt has an unfortunate wide post draw, but he will 
likely improve in the third start of his current form cycle. He’s 8-1 on the 
morning line; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-9-11 
 
 
RACE NINE 
The 16-time winner and 12-year-old campaigner CABERNEIGH has 
finished in the money in four-of-five starts this year for trainer Steve 
Asmussen and has never been worse than second on the Ellis Park turf 
course. ENLISTED MAN, DOUGLASCROWFEATHER, MY BROTHER DON 
and CARLOS DANGEROUS figure to provide enough of an early lick to set 
up this dyed-in-the-wool closer’s late kick; formidable. The veteran SKY 
ALERT’s current form is suspect, but he likes the local turf course and the 
blinkers come off this afternoon for trainer Vickie Foley. I’m drawing a line 
through his last start, where he stumbled at the start and lost all chance, 
and he was on the muscle and rank in the penultimate effort; dirt-to-turf 
angle playable. GILL’S TERRACE hasn’t been close in four prior starts this 
year, but his connections point for the Ellis Park meet annually, and this 
eight-year-old son of Flower Alley ran well in his past two starts on the 
weeds in Henderson facing tougher company and has been first-or-second 
in five-of-nine turf starts at Ellis Park; threat based on his affinity for the 
local surroundings. CARLOS DANGEROUS is the recipient of an 
unfortunate wide post draw, but this California-bred son of Sierra Sunset 
has enough natural speed for jockey Didiel Osorio—who has already won 
two races on today’s card—to work out a trip. He steps up to face open 
claiming company for the first time in four starts, but his current form is 
sharp; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-2-10-12  
  


