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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Third Day: Monday, July 3, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 18-4-3-2—22%W, 50%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
KISS MY NOTE is the lone entrant in the field with a prior money finish on 
grass at Ellis Park, as this Maclean’s Music gelding was a good third on 
debut last summer sprinting on the grass in Henderson facing maiden 
allowance company. On the down side, he hasn’t been close to winning 
since that effort, but three of those starts have been on dirt and the other 
was in a two-turn turf heat at Churchill facing much tougher stock over a 
“good” turf course. I like the cut back in distance to this five and a half-
furlong trip, this guy’s best effort to date has been in a turf sprint, and he 
figures to get a great pressing trip under jockey Calvin Borel sitting just off 
BUZZKILLIGTON. The drop from the $30K to the $7,500 maiden ranks 
doesn’t hurt; choice. BUZZKILLINGTON couldn’t get the job done at 
Belterra Park in his last start, but I like how his form improved with first-
time blinkers and the change in surface back to the turf. He’ll have to deal 
with the equally fleet-of-foot KISS MY NOTE from the opening bell in this 
turf sprint, but that rival is turning back in distance, which may take some 
of the sting out of his opening lick. Three of the four grass races yesterday 
in Henderson were won by horses on or near the lead, and this fellow gets a 
positive rider change to Brian Hernandez, Jr.; contender. 
CORRECTAMUNDO stalked the pace to no avail in his first two starts at 
Oaklawn Park and Indiana Grand, respectively, but this bay son of Trappe 
Shot has hints of green in his pedigree, as he’s out of a Johannesburg mare. 
Bay gelding has some upside making just his third career start and 
continues his class decent in this spot looking for form reversal. The 
blinkers didn’t help last time, but the surface change and the class drop 
may be the key to improvement. He gets in light with the seven-pound 



	 2	

apprentice Rayan Gazader named to ride and is 8-1 on the morning line; 
some things to like. The Johar gelding ROSSI’S SONG didn’t run well in his 
last start off a layoff and returns to the races of a near two-month hiatus in 
this spot, but he’s a closer in a race where the early fractions will be swift, 
and this turf course has been yielding some fast times the opening 
weekend of the meet. Chestnut gelding will run without blinkers for the 
first time; comes running in the stretch drive. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-9-1  
 
 
RACE TWO 
The bay filly AVOIR LA VEDETTE is a deserved 7-5 morning line favorite in 
the second half of the early double—a $5,000 maiden claiming event for 
fillies and mares three-years-old and upward—as the Arkansas-bred hasn’t 
missed the trifecta in her past three starts since returning to the races off 
a brief freshening back in late April for trainer Ron Moquett. She’ll stretch 
out a furlong off her past two races at Prairie Meadows, but she’s the 
controlling speed of the race, takes a lateral class move, and jockey Jack 
Gilligan is at his best on front-running types; choice, gate-to-wire. 
GLISTENING STAR stalked a hot pace and was bankrupt in the lane in her 
last start off a layoff on April 28 at Belterra Park, and she returns to the 
races off a near two-month freshening this afternoon. Bay Proud Citizen 
filly will make her first start for a new barn without blinkers, and she has a 
trio of five-panel works over the local strip including a useful 1:01 4/5 
move from the gate on June 10. Robby Albarado in the boot noted; 
contender. SHOT GLASS fetched $15K as a yearling at Keeneland back in 
September of 2015, and this son of Trappe Shot is by a grade two winning 
sprinter out of Seattle Slew mare that sports an extensive, gap-free public 
work tab at Ashwood Training Center (formerly Victory Haven) in 
Lexington. She’s spotted to be competitive right out the box making her 
debut run for a nickel and there are no world-beaters in here; demands 
your attention in the paddock and post parade—watch the tote board. 
DREAMILY didn’t beat a horse on debut at Belterra Park for a $12,500 tag, 
but I’ll give her a pass on the effort as it was her career debut, she broke 
flat-footed, and was never involved. She did garner race-day experience in 
that heat and has a license to improve in just her second career start for 
trainer Adolfo Macias, whose outfit sent out Mr Ashley ($12) to win the 
seventh race on the opening day of the meet and is hitting at a solid 19 
percent strike rate for the year to date; more interested as the price 
increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-6-7 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The five-year-old chestnut SHARM has improved while stepping up in class 
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in each start off the claim for the Asmussen barn, and the five-year-old son 
of Majestic Warrior demonstrated a nice late turn of foot in his last start 
against comparable adversaries at Churchill Downs on June 11, where he 
was second, beaten a diminishing three-parts of a length on the line as the 
2-1 favorite. He stretches out a furlong in this spot, and he gets an 
advantageous wide post draw coming out of the chute with a pair of front-
running types (HEAT ROAD and MR D’S WAY) breaking to his inside. I like 
that he has bulled his way into contention in the stretch drive in his past 
two starts, and his chances were compromised two starts back in 
Louisville in a roughly run race; mows them down late to get the money. 
PRIVATE TIME was spinning his wheels over a speed-favoring racetrack in 
his last start at Churchill Downs facing $40K “non-winners of three races 
lifetime” adversaries at back on June 4 in his first start off the claim for 
trainer Jeff Barkley, who haltered this fellow for $30,000 two starts back. 
He’ll take a significant class drop in this spot, was a good third two starts 
back at Keeneland facing open $30K types, and he has finished in the 
money in three-of-four starts lifetime over “fast” racetracks; contends on 
the drop. RIPPIN RANGER had to drop in for a $8K tag facing “non-
winners of two races lifetime” adversaries to pick up his second career win, 
but he did it in impressive fashion and was competitive on this class level 
over the winter in Hot Springs. Bay son of U S Ranger has sharp one-turn 
form and should get a great trip stalking projected front-runners HEAT 
ROAD and MR D’S WAY; threat. AFLEET JAY is eligible for improvement 
in the third start of his current form cycle, drops in class off his last race 
and has finished in the money in two-of-three lifetime starts in Henderson. 
He finished a head to the good of the top choice two starts back at Churchill 
in a roughly run affair, where he chances of winning were compromised by 
being bumped repeatedly in the stretch drive. Both trainer J.R. Caldwell 
and jockey Didiel Osorio are off to good starts at the tilt; has a shot in a 
contentious affair. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-5-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
I’ll take a shot with the price play MILLENNIUM STAR is this nondescript 
one-mile turf test for open $5,000 claimers, as the eight-year-old daughter 
of Pure Prize has never been off the board on the local course and has 
finished in the money in an impressive 15-of-25 turf starts lifetime. She 
hasn’t been seen at the races since mid-March at Turfway, but she ran a 
big race in her last start off the shelf and was on the wrong end of a win 
photo the last time she was seen on the weeds in Henderson, finishing a 
good second versus open $5K company with jockey Sophie Doyle in the 
boot. The Polytrack-to-turf angle is playable, and she’s 12-1 on the morning 
line; “live” longshot. TOO COOL creeps out of $12,000 optional 
claiming/$6K starter allowance company in Ohio into this open $5,000 
affair and while she’s just three for her last 18, she’s another entrant that 
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has an affinity for the local course having never finished worse than third 
from two prior starts. She hasn’t had her picture taken since last fall, but 
she’s at her best on grass and was a respectable fourth two starts back at 
Belterra Park on the dirt behind a pair of next-out winners. Daughter of 
Shakespeare out of the hard-knocking racemare Radu Cool leads the field 
in career earnings; contender. DISONES PRETTY failed to menace on the 
drop in her last start for trainer Jinks Fires , but this bay daughter of 
Discreetly Mine is a better horse on turf and will return to the grass in this 
spot with blinkers-on for the first time. Five-year-old is eligible for 
improvement in her third start off a layoff and owns a past money finish on 
the weeds in Henderson. Jockey Jon Court knows this turf course like the 
back of his hand; threat. The front-running NO TANKS invades from 
Fairmount Park and steps out of conditioned claiming company at 
Arlington and Hawthorne, respectively, however she has useful past turf 
form and won her only start over the local course. Six-year-old has been 
sharp in 2017 having annexed 50 percent of her starts, but she will have 
to deal with ALL THAT FOR THAT when they spring the latch, and that 
rival is a shade quicker on paper; hangs around for a minor award with a 
top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-2-4 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The five-year-old bay ROD MCLEOD aired in his first start for trainer Paul 
Holthus, annexing a $12K optional claiming/$5K starter allowance event 
at Indiana Grand in gate-to-wire fashion by nine lengths under the “bug 
boy” Gazader while wearing blinkers for the first time and sporting front 
bandages. He gets wheeled back off 13 days rest, but seems well meant in 
for a dime in this spot and gets in light with the apprentice named back for 
the riding assignment. Both KUTUZOV and POSEIDON’S WAY have early 
speed, but he was able to rate off the pace when winning an open $25K 
claiming heat at Churchill Downs last fall; formidable. KUTUZOV broke 
slow and was a non-factor in his last start off a layoff and returns to the 
races off a near four-month hiatus in this spot. On the positive side, he 
went to the sidelines off sharp form, he has early speed and draws the rail, 
and has been first-or-second in 50 percent of his starts lifetime at this 
eight-furlong trip. The inside is the place to be in this mile setup at Ellis 
Park that starts on the clubhouse turn; contender. CALIFORNIA COAST 
drops in class off his last four outings for Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van 
Berg, and this bay son of Tiznow was a respectable second behind a 
daylight winner two starts back in Louisville facing open $16K adversaries 
at a one-turn mile trip; the class drop is the main attraction. SYROX has 
finished in the money in five-of-eight starts in 2017, albeit against lesser 
adversaries at Belterra Park and Indiana Grand, respectively, but he has a 
touch of tactical speed and will return to his return his preferred surface—
dirt—in this heat; turf-to-dirt angle merits consideration. 
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SELECTIONS: 5-1-6-4 
 
 
RACE SIX 
There’s plenty of early pace signed on in this turf sprint—par for the 
course—and JET AWAY SUE figures to sit a good trip stalking hot splits 
under jockey Miguel Mena. This well-bred daughter of Quality Road just got 
beat a head in her last start, her first off a two-month plus layoff, and she 
will certainly be tighter this go-around for trainer Randy Morse. She has 
placed in four-of-seven starts lifetime and obviously took a liking to the 
lawn in her first start on the surface in her last race; choice. I’m drawing a 
line through A DIXIE TWISTER’s last start around two-turns on the turf 
facing comparable company in Louisville, as she’s at her best sprinting on 
grass and will relish the cut back in distance for the high-percentage Mike 
Maker barn in this affair. She has never missed the trifecta going short on 
the weeds and was only a neck off the win two starts back when jockey 
Corey Lanerie was in the saddle. She will get a ground-saving trip on the 
hedge and doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to be factor; 
contender. PASTIME is an interesting play in this spot, as she’s a juicy 6-1 
on the morning line and is a scant half-length shy of being a perfect two-
for-two sprinting on turf. Jockey Tyler Pizarro knows her well, and she’s 
another who will love turning back in distance this afternoon. I like her 
game effort in her first crack at winners at Keeneland, where she was a 
half-length off a useful Wesley Ward trainee in Spellker; overlay material. 
PRUDENCE broke her maiden in a one-turn turf race at Kentucky Downs 
last summer over the unconventional going, has never ben off the board on 
the weeds in Henderson, and is a relatively consistent filly that has placed 
in nine-of-16 starts lifetime. Trainer Rusty Arnold’s barn is off to a hot 
start early in the meet; comes running late. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-4-9 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
BILLY TWO HATS is capable of running a winning race off a layoff and 
returns to the races off a near four-month freshening in this spot. Chestnut 
gelding will return to the main track for the first time in 10 starts and has 
four of his 11 lifetime wins over a “fast” main track. He’ll take a significant 
class drop from $15K conditioned claiming company into this $4,000 “non-
winners of a race in 2017” heat this afternoon; choice on the drop. TALE 
OF HONOR is another that is capable of firing fresh and returns to the races 
off an extended layoff, and this Tale of the Cat gelding had a big year in 
2016 finishing in the money in six-of-nine outings. Six-year-old has 
effective tactical speed; contender. POLITICAL JUSTICE has failed to beat a 
horse in a pair of starts off the claim for trainer J.R. Caldwell and, as such, 
will drop down in class from open company for a dime into this conditioned 
$4K affair. He likes this five-panel trip on the main track; threat. TOTAL 
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IMMERSION has never been off the board from two prior starts in 
Henderson, and the eight-year-old Illinois-bred gelding has improved in 
each start off the sidelines and gets in light with the seven-pound 
apprentice Rayan Gazader named to ride. He has a license to improve in 
the third start of his current form cycle; useful in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-7-8 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The chestnut colt TIZ TOO MUCH got bumped around in the start on debut 
at Churchill Downs back on June 11 in a five-furlong turf sprint, yet the 
son of Tiz Wonderful finished with interest to be fourth of seven, beaten 
five and half lengths for all the money. He has plenty of upside making just 
his second career start and will be tighter this time around; gets the nod. 
TWINSANITY is the controlling speed of this race on paper, and the course 
has been kind to front-running types early in the meet. He’ll appreciate the 
slight cut back in distance and jockey Deshawn Parker should fit him like a 
glove; gate-to-wire threat at a square price. WORTHY is a first-time starter 
by Elusive Quality that is bred to love going short on grass, and this bay 
colt fetched $100K at Keeneland in September of 2015. Trainer Dane 
Kobiskie can get one cranked up to pop at first asking; threat, right out of 
the box. SHANKLY HEIGHTS is the recipient of a unfortunate wide post 
draw and he’s a four-year-old making his career debut, but this well-bred 
War Front colt cost $400,000 as a yearling at Keeneland in September of 
2014 and is a half-brother to the multiple graded stakes winning sprinter 
Mani Bhavan, who won the Spinaway Stakes (G1) at Saratoga as a 
juvenile; demands your attention in the paddock and post parade—keep an 
eye on the tote. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-6-11 


