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THE GREEN SHEET 
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John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Seventh Day: Sunday, July 9, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 52-15-11-7—29%W, 63%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
IF YOU BULID IT comes into this affair off an extended layoff but is capable 
of running a winning race fresh for the high-percentage Dane Kobiskie 
barn, and this dyed-in-the-wool sprinter is a perfect two-for-two on the 
weeds in Henderson. I like how he stepped up to open company in his last 
start and won for fun while showing a new dimension in rating off the pace, 
and he’s undefeated with jokey Declan Cannon in the boot. He’s well 
spotted right back in for a nickel; choice. RAY’S AWAY’s best efforts of late 
has been at Mountaineer and Turfway Park, but he sports sharp form 
sprinting on the grass, as he hasn’t been worse than third in his past six 
starts on turf. He gamely won his last start on the course in Henderson in 
gate-to-wire fashion by a hard-fought neck, beating a next-out winner in 
the process, and jockey Deshawn Parker should fit him like a glove; 
contender. BILLY TWO HATS gets wheeled back off six days rest and steps 
up in class off his last race, but he will return to his preferred surface—
turf—in this spot for trainer Jose Castanon, whose outfit is hitting at a 21 
percent clip year to date. He’ll be tighter this go-around, is stakes placed 
sprinting on the turf, and all six of his lifetime grass wins have been a 
distances from five to five and a half-furlongs; dirt-to-turf angle is playable. 
MORE THAN SHIRL is another entrant that will return to the turf and gets 
wheeled back off short rest, and this son of More Than Ready was 
competitive in his past two turf starts facing tougher adversaries in New 
Orleans over the winter. He has been first-or-second in two-of-three 
lifetime starts on turf at Ellis Park and has finished in the money in six-of-
nine starts in 2017; can’t toss him and feel good about it. 
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SELECTIONS: 7-8-4-9 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The bay filly SEEMS A FORTUNE hasn’t been seen at the races in nearly 
two months, but this daughter of Warrior’s Reward is a scant three-parts of 
a length shy of winning her past three starts off the shelf, and she takes a 
significant class drop from $16,000 starter allowance company into this 
open claiming affair for a dime for trainer Ian Wilkes. She exits a “live” 
race at Churchill on May 12, where she was fourth behind a pair of next-
out winners including the ultra-consistent, hard-knocking mare Sugar 
Cube, and she has never put forth a poor effort to date in her career. She’s 
well meant on this class level and is a deserving 8-5 morning line favorite; 
holds all the aces. GINGERMORE takes a two-pronged class drop for trainer 
Chris Richard and will wear blinkers for the first time this afternoon. Bay 
mare was only a length off a useful filly Dustem Carolina two starts back, 
and I like that she stretches out to a distance at which she has been first-
or-second in two-of-three lifetime starts. She has a license to improve in 
her second start off the sidelines; contender. CHEYENNE BLUES will make 
her first start off the claim on the rise for low-profile connections, and the 
Oklahoma-bred was the beaten favorite at 40 cents on the dollar in her last 
start for a nickel. She’s a consistent mare that typically runs her race to 
pick up a paycheck, however, as she has finished in the money in nine of 
her past 15 starts. She’s at her best going eight-furlongs on dirt, stretches 
out in distance off her last race, and jockey Corey Lanerie is back for a 
return engagement; threat. YOOOU DEN gets wheeled back off 11 days rest 
and will make her first start off the claim for the J.R. Caldwell barn, an 
outfit that is coming off a great spring at Churchill Downs and is winning at 
a healthy 25 percent clip at the tilt. She’s another that will appreciate the 
extra furlong in distance, but she steps up in class off her past three starts; 
on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-6-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The gray filly MAXIMUM EDGE takes a marked class drop in this spot for 
trainer Billy Connelly, will run with blinkers for the first time, turns back 
in distance, and will try he grass for the first time looking for form 
reversal. I’m drawing a line through her last race in the slop, a surface she 
didn’t care for, and four of her five lifetime losses have come at the hands 
of some nice fillies and next-out winners (Sister Kan, Ivy Bell, Golden 
Mischief, and Pretty City Dancer). She has hints of green in her pedigree 
on her distaff side, as she’s out of a Street Boss mare. I like that jockey 
James Graham sticks with her; gets the nod. DREAM PARK’s form has 
been honest this year, as she has yet to be worse than third in a pair of 
starts in West Virginia against suspect company, but she will try the turf 
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for the first time in this spot—a surface her connections have been trying 
to get her to run on—and this bay daughter of Divine Park is bred to relish 
the surface change. She gets in light with the five-pound apprentice Rogelio 
Miranda named for the assignment, and she will get a ground-saving trip 
on the hedge from her inside post draw. She has a license to improve in her 
third start off an extended layoff; dirt-to-turf angle has some appeal. RUN 
TO GLORY is a fleet-of-foot chestnut daughter of City Zip that is bred to 
sprint, ran like she was a little short in her last start off a brief layoff, and 
will be tighter this time around while making her first start for a new 
outfit. The dip in class obviously works in her favor and while she’s zero-
for six lifetime on turf, she is bred top and bottom to handle the going. She 
has a penchant for minor awards, however; useful in the exotics. LADY 
TEMPLE broke her maiden for a $7,500 tag on the grass last summer in 
Henderson, and followed up that effort with a solid second-place 
performance on the weeds at this five and a half-furlong trip in her second 
crack against winners. Barn has been cold in 2017 but is off to a good start 
at the meet, but she may be a start away from her best effort coming off a 
near seven-month layoff. At 20-1 on the morning line, however, there are 
some things to like; Polytrack-to-turf angle has some merit. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-10-3 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
IT IS DEJAVU ran like he needed his last start at Churchill on June 11—his 
first off a near three-month layoff—and this fellow takes a significant class 
drop from maiden allowance company into this $30K maiden claiming 
affair for trainer Pat Dupuy and will try the dirt for the first time. His sire 
was a turf router, but this fellow is a grandson of Tiznow out of a Rubiano 
mare that should be able to handle the main track. He should love 
stretching out a furlong and a half and will certainly be tighter this time 
around. He attracts the surfaces of Corey Lanerie; turf-to-dirt angle 
playable. MINEGOLD has improved in each start of the layoff for trainer 
Donnie Von Hemel, and the conditioner seems to have found the proper 
class level at which this fellow can be competitive. There’s not a lot of early 
pace signed on to set up this late-running sprinter’s closing kick, but this is 
a soft field and he has finished with interest in his past two starts facing 
tougher stock at Churchill Downs; comes running in the stretch drive. 
SCAMP was one-paced in his last start off an extended layoff for Hall of 
Fame trainer Carl Nafzger, and his chances were compromised in that race 
has he was in tight at the three-sixteenth pole while making a move and 
had to steady while taking a marked class drop from maiden allowance 
company into the $20K maiden claiming ranks. He’ll be tighter this time 
around and I like the slight cut back in distance to this six and half-furlong 
trip; threat. TITO TONIGHT is a first-time starter that hails from the high-
percentage Brad Cox barn, however this outfit doesn’t have the greatest 
numbers with horses debuting in the maiden claiming ranks, and this Stay 
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Thirsty gelding out of a Thunder Gulch mare commanded $12,000 as a 
yearling back in 2015. It’s hard to ignore the hot Bridgmohan/Cox jockey/ 
trainer combo, but he’ll take action at the windows and sports just an 
average public work tab; underlay material. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-1-5 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
VERY ELEGANT hasn’t run well in two prior starts on turf, but she has 
legitimate excuses in both those races, as she was bumped around at the 
break in her career debut and was wide on the backstretch in her only 
prior two-turn effort on grass. Daughter of Notional is bred to handle the 
lawn and was only beaten three lengths and change by a next-out winner 
for a $15K tag two starts back at Indiana Grand in a dirt route race. 
Jockey Gabe Saez had a hat trick on yesterday’s program in Henderson; 
dirt-to-turf, sprint-to-route angles are appealing. BODELICIOUS has 
improved of late on the drop for trainer Emma Mulvey, and she was only 
four lengths and change off a next-out winner in her last start at Indiana 
Grand—her first off a near four-month layoff. I like that she came out of 
that race to fire a “bullet” half-mile breeze in :49 3/5 at The Thoroughbred 
Center in Lexington; tighter this time. STRICT returns to the races off a 
two-month hiatus and will make her first start for trainer Randy Morse 
this afternoon while trying the grass for the first time, and this Paddy 
O’Prado filly is bred to love the surface change. She has improved with 
distance but has been facing some sketchy company in her first three 
starts at Will Rogers Downs, but her chances were compromised in her last 
start as she rallied from off the pace over a speed-favoring strip and was 
one-paced in the stretch drive. She gets in light with the five-pound 
apprentice named for the riding assignment; using in exotic wagers. 
LALUN CHARM has improved on the drop of late and this gray daughter of 
Red Giant has a license to continue to move forward making the third start 
of her current form cycle in this heat. Deep closer catches a field without a 
lot of front-running types assembled, which will take some of the sting out 
of her late kick, but the class drop works in her favor, she’ll get a ground-
saving trip on the hedge, and broke from the 10-hole in her last start eight 
days ago; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-4-1 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The bay gelding RIPPIN RIDE invades from Texas for trainer J.R. Caldwell 
and takes a significant class drop into this conditioned claiming affair for a 
nickel. This field is peppered with front-running types and this fellow will 
be in the midst of a quick early pace, but jockey Didiel Osorio is at his best 
on front-running types, is adept at getting one out of the gate, and this 
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gelded son of Twirling Candy has never been in this cheap; gets the money 
on the drop. NORTHERN RANGER made short work of “two lifetime” foes 
for $5K in his last start at Ellis eight days ago to notch his first win of 
2017, and he figures to get a good trip pressing a hot pace under jockey 
Jon Court, who knows the Ellis Park strip like the back of his hand. He has 
improved since turning back in distance and running without blinkers, and 
he takes the next natural progression up the class ladder in this affair; 
contender. SOUNDS DIVINE is an unimpressive zero-for-16 lifetime over a 
“fast” racetrack, but he creeps down in class and has a prior win at Ellis 
Park to his credit over a surface containing moisture. He hasn’t been worse 
than third in his past three starts hooking conditioned claiming company, 
and there are no world-beaters in this spot; more interested as the price 
increases. NOTANINJA ships in from Fairmount Park for an outfit that has 
fared well in 2017 with limited opportunities, and this guy hasn’t been 
worse than second in his past three starts facing slightly lesser stock. Bay 
son of Alert has finished in the money in five-of-eight lifetime starts at this 
six-furlong trip on the main track, and he has effective tactical speed and 
should get a good trip sitting off a quick pace with plenty of front-running 
types drawn to his inside; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-4-7 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
DONWELL hasn’t embarrassed himself in a pair of starts against solid 
entry-level allowance company at Churchill Downs, and the gray son of 
Divine Park will make his first start for the high-percentage Tom Amoss 
barn in this affair. Three-year-old stalked a hot pace to no avail in his last 
outing under the Twin Spires, but he faced a useful sort in McCormick in 
that affair, had a rough trip, and hooked a next-out winner in his 
penultimate start. He slides into “non-winners of two lifetime” allowance 
company this afternoon; rates top billing. REEDINI is a $350,000 well-bred 
son of Benardini out of a Dehere mare that has kept honest company 
throughout his career, and he will likely move forward in this spot making 
his second start off a five-month layoff for trainer Dale Romans. The 
frequent layoff lines aren’t the greatest sign, but he broke his maiden for 
fun over a decent field last summer in Henderson, and he’s bred to love the 
stretch out to a mile. He should be forwardly-placed on the stretch out in a 
race without a ton of early speed types assembled; contender. HONOR THY 
FATHER hasn’t been seen at the races since last November, but he was 
facing much tougher company in 2016 (Classic Empire, Not This Time, 
Lookin At Lee), and he has a gap-free public work tab since early June in 
preparation for his seasonal debut. He may be start away from his best 
effort but is stakes placed locally and has never been worse than third over 
this racetrack; can factor with the class relief. FLASH ATTACK is bred top 
and bottom to relish the stretch out to this eight-furlong trip (by Harlan’s 
Holiday out of a Awesome Again mare), and the inside is the place to be in 
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this one-mile setup that starts on the clubhouse turn. $100K yearling 
purchase will be tighter in his second start off the sidelines and will wear 
blinkers for the first time this afternoon for trainer Steve Asmussen; 
improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-5-1 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The dark bay or brown filly EMERALD CANDY is a first-time starter that 
hails from the Ingrid Mason barn, and her outfit hits a very high win 
percentage with its debut runners. Well-bred daughter of Sidney’s Candy is 
a half-sister to the multiple graded stakes winning sprinter Sarah Sis (who 
was also trained by Mason), a mare that had over $900,000 in career 
earnings. $40K Keeneland September 2015 yearling purchase has a gap-
free public work tab since early May, and I like her five-panel move from 
the gate over the local strip in 1:00 flat; looks “live” right out of the box. GO 
NONI GO is an improving daughter of Get Stormy that is bred top and 
bottom (she’s out of a Perfect Soul (Ire) mare) to love the surface change to 
turf and the extra furlong of distance. She lunged at the start in her career 
debut and had a troubled trip in her last start against a good maiden 
allowance field in Louisville. She has plenty of upside making just her third 
career start; dirt-to-turf angle very “live”. CANDY LOU faced some tough 
maiden allowance company in a pair of starts at Keeneland finishing well-
behind eventual stakes winner Buy Sell Hold in Lexington on April 20 and 
facing the solid Wesley Ward-trained filly Happy Like A Fool on debut. She 
improved at a square price in her last start at Indiana Grand, where the 
time off and the class relief worked in her favor. Trainer Eric Foster’s outfit 
is off to a great start at the tilt and his stock ran well in Henderson last 
year. She’s bred to handle the surface change, will be tighter in her second 
start off the sidelines, and is 10-1 on the morning line; overlay material. 
LULLINGSTONE demonstrated mild improvement on the drop in her last 
start at Churchill, and she faced eventual stakes winner Sunny Skies in 
her career debut at Keeneland back in late April. She comes into this race 
fresh for an outfit that not only points for this meet, but also does solid 
work with its juvenile stock. Jon Court on and blinkers-off noted; exotics 
play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-10-2 
 
 
RACE NINE 
CONQUEST HIOSILVER looks like a solid play in the nightcap “get out” 
race, as the bay son of Majesticperfection out of a Silver Hawk mare is bred 
top and bottom to relish the surface change to turf, and she has improved 
on the drop and with blinkers for trainer Chris Hartman, who spots his 
horses very well. He was six lengths clear of the third-place horse in his 



	 7	

last start, where he was a solid second behind a daylight winner facing 
comparable adversaries; choice. THAMAAN takes a stout class drop from 
$30K “non-winners of two lifetime company” into this $7,500 affair for 
trainer Danny Peitz, and the bay son of Blame is eligible to move forward in 
the third start of his current form cycle. He was five-wide at the quarter-
pole in his last race and was rank early two starts back; thinking the class 
drop is the ticket to a board finish today; contender. SANDHILL SAMMY is 
a front-running son of Forestry that steps up in class off his past three 
starts, but he returns to the turf in this spot, and he was only beaten a 
mere three-parts of a length in his only prior start on the grass at Fair 
Grounds for a quarter; dirt-to-turf angle playable. KEY TO THE BANK’s 
form has gone south of late despite the class drop, but he has never been in 
this cheap and will try the turf for the first time this afternoon. He’ll be 
tighter in his second start off the shelf for a barn that won with its only 
other starter at the tilt, and he has hints of green in his bloodlines; 
improvement expected at a price. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-4-9    
 
   
 


