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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
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Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Eighth Day: Friday, July 14, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 61-19-11-8—31%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
STOLEN CANDY takes a two-pronged class drop in this spot for trainer 
Brett Calhoun and is bred to handle the surface change to the grass, as his 
sire—Sidney’s Candy—set a course-record at Del Mar when winning the La 
Jolla Handicap (G2T). He should be forwardly placed stretching out 
around two-turns for the first time in a race with a dearth of front running 
types and is bred top and bottom (he’s out of a Street Sense mare) to relish 
the extra distance. He had a troubled trip in the debut run, Chris Landeros 
stays put, and is 8-1 on the morning line; choice. SEKONDI has improved a 
bit with the addition of blinkers two starts back and was a sneaky good 
seventh in his turf debut at Golden Gate Fields back on June 18, where he 
broke from the 10-hole, was squeezed back at the start yet finished well to 
be beaten just four and three-quarter lengths for all the money. Bay son of 
Divine Park broke from the 8-hole in the penultimate effort and was wide 
throughout the race, and he has a board finish against $30K maiden 
claiming types at Santa Anita. I’m loving the rider change to Corey 
Lanerie; contender. GULITY STREAK has shown some early lick on 
Polytrack in the past and has a license to be on or near the lead in this spot 
in a paceless race on paper, and trainer Helen Pitts has seen two of her 
three starters at the meet win. Bay son of Blame creeps up in class but 
exits a solid maiden claiming event for a dime at Churchill Downs on June 
18 and has finished in the money in five-of-six starts this year, albeit on a 
synthetic surface and dirt. He’s zero-for-four lifetime on the weeds; tab for 
a minor award. AGGRO CRAG (IRE) gets wheeled back off 12-days rest off 
a one-paced fourth-place effort at Ellis on opening weekend, and he steps 
up in class off that effort in this spot. Bay son of Pour Moi (Ire) has a 
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penchant for place money and his best past form has been at Belterra Park 
and Hawthorne, respectively; exotics spread play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-6-5 
 
 
RACE TWO 
JOEY B has had to overcome wide post draws in his past three starts and is 
more favorably drawn breaking from the three-hole this afternoon, but he 
has lacked a winning bid in the stretch drive in his past nine starts for 
trainer Jimmy Baker. His last race is better than it looks on paper, 
however, as he was fourth of 12 and was only beaten a length and change 
for all the money, and he gets wheeled right back on the same class level 
off two weeks rest. He should get a great trip stalking a quick pace under 
jockey Robby Albarado; gets the nod. The Sharp Humor gelding BUD’S 
BAYONET was bumped around at the start in his last start in Louisville 
back on June 8 facing similar adversaries, pressed a quick pace and tired 
in the lane in his first effort off a near one-year layoff for trainer Troy 
Newton. He was only two lengths and change behind the top choice in that 
heat, figured to get a ton out of the race and will be much tighter this time. 
His best efforts have been on Polytrack, but I like the slight sixteenth of a 
mile stretch out, and this fellow was competitive last summer at Churchill 
Downs facing $30K types on dirt. He’s a lightly raced six-year-old that 
seems to be tough to hold together, but when he’s right he can run a big 
race and fits on the class level for certain; contender. AWESOME FU has 
faced some pretty solid maiden claiming company in the past (The Gipper, 
Because Its Time, and Caniform), and he woke up on a double-dip class 
drop in his last start under the Twin Spires, where he broke running, 
carved out splits of :21 4/5, :45 3/5, :57 4/5, and 1:10 1/5—pretty quick for 
maiden $10K types—while winning by open lengths. BUD’S BAYONET and 
SHOE MONEY have enough natural speed to stay close to the fellow from 
the opening bell, and he will make his first start off the claim for a new 
outfit in this affair while facing winners for the first time; figures for part, 
taking a stand against for top honors. BUD’S MR. B failed to seriously 
menace in his last start against a tougher bunch of $16,000 down to $14K 
maiden claiming types in Louisville, and the lone win of his career was 
against Arkansas-breds at Oaklawn Park. His form against open company 
is suspect; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-4-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
HIGH DIVER takes a significant class drop from $14,000 optional 
claiming/$7K starter allowance company at Arlington into this $4K “non-
winners of a race in a year” affair and returns to his preferred surface—
dirt. His best recent form was on this class level at Hawthorne over the 
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winter, and I’ll cut him a bit of a break in his last start, where he was 
fractious in the gate, and got caught up in a protracted speed duel while 
hooking a next-out winner. The slight cut back in distance suits, and he’ll 
be prominent early in a race without a lot of front-running types 
assembled; choice, gate-to-wire. The veteran campaigner ELLIO ran like he 
needed his last start off a near two-month layoff, and the son of Crimson 
Classic has finished in the money in three-of-five lifetime outings in 
Henderson. I like that he turns back in distance to a sprint off seven 
consecutive two-turn starts, he has a license to improve in his second start 
off the shelf, and the class drop obviously works in his favor; contender. 
KOWBOY KODY lost interest from the outset in his most recent outing, 
where he hit the gate after breaking awkwardly and never picked up his 
feet on the drop facing similar stock at a five-panel trip. I like that he 
stretches out to a distance at which he has hit the board in four-of-five 
lifetime starts, and he’ll likely improve with a clean start in his second race 
off the sidelines. He has useful past form hooking conditioned claiming 
company and has finished in the money in four-of-seven starts lifetime at 
The Pea Patch; threat. The nine-year-old, 17-time winner PLAYING A 
JOKE is a dyed-in-the-wool closer that catches a field without a lot of early 
speed on paper and the local surface hasn’t been too kind to closers so far 
at the tilt. He drops down in class and ran well in his last start off the 
sidelines, but his 2017 form is lackluster; rallies in the lane for a minor 
share of the purse. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-8-5-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
I’ll take a shot with the “speed of the speed” on paper in this turf sprint—
ALABAMA SON—as this free-wheeling Mizzen Mast gelding returns to the 
grass, drops in class, and catches a field without a lot of early pace for 
trainer Ben Colebrook. This fellow’s form is consistently inconsistent, but 
he has never been in this cheap and is capable of carving :22 and change, 
:45 and change splits and sticking around at the wire. The three-furlong 
“bullet” blowout at Churchill five days ago in :35 flat should have him on 
his toes, and he could prove tough to collar and run down if left alone for 
the first three-sixteenths of a mile. He always breaks running; rates top 
billing. ARMY GREY will make his first start off the claim on the drop for 
trainer Greg Foley and will try the grass for the first time. Son of Mision 
Impazible doesn’t have a strong turf pedigree, but he overcame a slow start 
to be third on debut at Indiana Grand, and he broke awkwardly then was 
rank in his last outing in Louisville on June 9. He gets in light with the 
apprentice Rogelio Miranda named for the assignment and is 12-1 on the 
morning line; lots to like. ROSSI’S STRONG improved when making her 
first start for a tag 11 days ago in Henderson facing similar company, and 
the son of Johar has a license to move forward off that effort making his 
second start off a near two-month hiatus. I like how he split horses in the 
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stretch drive and finished with interest in that affair—his first start 
without blinkers; threat. HAYNESOME creeps down in class for trainer 
Buff Bradley, whose outfit is off to a good start at the meet winning at a 38 
percent clip, and this guy will get blinkers for the first time this afternoon. 
He’ll try the grass for the first time in this spot, doesn’t have a strong turf 
pedigree, and the lone board finish of his career was at a seven-panel trip 
on dirt for a dime two starts back at Churchill; more interested as the price 
increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-11-2 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The Big Brown filly CARA BLYTHE is the controlling speed in a race 
without a lot of front-running types signed on board—always a good angle—
and this dark bay or brown miss has improved in each start off a near two-
month layoff for Hall of Fame conditioner Jack Van Berg and is eligible for 
continued improvement in the third start of her current form cycle. I like 
how she has retained honest form while ascending in class, and she has 
never been worse than second sprinting on the dirt. Jockey Channing Hill 
is an underrated judge of pace; choice, gate-to-wire. NAPLES PRINCESS is a 
well-bred, improving daughter of Distorted Humor for Hall of Famer Billy 
Mott, and this chestnut miss was only three-parts of a length off the top 
choice in her last start at Churchill Downs back on June 10. I like how she 
was only beaten a head in her first start against winners—typically the sign 
of a decent horse—and she’s another that figures to move forward in her 
third start off a layoff. She’s a consistent filly that has never put forth a 
poor effort outside of New York; contender. NOELLE’S MISCHIEF hasn’t 
been seen at the races in nearly two months, but she went to the sidelines 
in good form for trainer Mark Casse. $230,000 daughter of Into Mischief 
finished a length to the good of next-out winner Toasted in her last start 
over a “wet-fast”, sealed racetrack that she may not have cared for in her 
first start against winners; fires fresh. MYTHICAL TALE is another that 
returns to the races off a layoff, and this bay daughter of Tiznow has only 
made one start in 2017, where she hooked $86K stakes company at Tampa 
Bay Downs and was a non-factor. She’s a well-bred filly that has some 
ability, however, as she broke her maiden on debut at Churchill Downs last 
fall and was second behind eventual graded stakes winner Benner Island in 
her first start against winners, where she finished three lengths and 
change to the good of next-out winner Promises Broken. She sports a gap-
free public work tab since late May for trainer Billy Connelly and attracts 
the services of Brian Hernandez, Jr.; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-4-2 
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RACE SIX 
The chestnut filly CUDDLE KITTEN has improved in each start since 
returning to the races off a near two-month layoff at Indiana Grand back in 
mid-May, and the daughter of Kitten’s Joy will make her first start of the 
claim in this spot for trainer Randy Morse while returning to maiden 
special weight company. She’s eligible for further improvement in the third 
start of her current form cycle and while she’s zero-for-eight lifetime on 
the weeds, she has finished in the money in five of those starts and has 
been competitive on turf against tougher rivals in the past at Keeneland, 
Churchill, and Gulfstream; rates top billing. ENGLISH DANCER returns the 
races off a near seven-month layoff for Bill Mott, whose outfit wins at a 
solid clip with horses returning to the races off extended vacations. Well-
bred English Channel filly was improving before she was stopped on and 
has a touch of tactical speed, which will help her overcome the wide post 
draw. She has been facing together stock and there are no world-beaters in 
this spot; contender. MODEL BY ARTIE’s career debut was better that it 
fist looks on paper, as the bay filly broke in the air, spotted the field several 
lengths in a six-furlong sprint, and still managed to finish fourth of seven, 
beaten 10 lengths for all the money by a daylight winner. She steps up in 
class slightly, but this is a soft maiden allowance crew assembled in this 
spot, and this daughter of Artie Schiller out of a Catienus mare is bred to 
love the surface change to grass and the stretch out around two-turns. She 
has all kinds of upside making just her second career start, Brian 
Hernandez, Jr. stays put, and she’s 10-1 on the morning line; overlay 
material. MOONLIT GARDEN ran well in her first start for a new outfit in 
her most recent race—her first off a near seven-month layoff—despite 
rearing at the start in her first crack at a two-turn trip. Bay daughter of 
Malibu Moon will try the grass for the first time, is bred to handle the 
surface change, and will logically move forward in her second start off an 
extended layoff; has a shot with a clean break. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-6-2 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
TOASTING MASTER, a bay son of Congrats, has been in good form on the 
main track since last summer, and he was only beaten a dirty head facing a 
similar bunch nearly a year ago in Henderson. Florida-bred figured to need 
his last start—his first for trainer Eddie Kenneally—who haltered this 
fellow for $62,500 last November in Louisville. Five-year-old will 
appreciate stretching out in distance, as his best past form has been at 
trips from one-mile to a mile and a sixteenth, he’ll be tighter this time 
around, and he’ll make his first start as a gelding in this heat; gets the nod. 
SHARP ART has been second in his past two starts off the shelf and has 
been facing much tougher stock—Alsvid, Black Bear, Whitmore, Mayor 
Mac, Control Stake, Counterforce, etc.—in 2017 and is a perfect one-for-one 
over the local strip. Sharp Humor gelding will be more in touch with the 



	 6	

early pace stretching out in distance and drops in class of his past four 
starts. Only one public work since his last race on May 28 is a bit of a 
concern, and that slow half-mile breeze was 16 days ago. The class relief 
makes him a factor in this spot, however; contends on the drop. 
THIRSTFORLIFE is a well-bred son of Stay Thirsty out of a graded stakes 
winning Carson City mare that earned over $650K and is a three-quarter 
brother to the grade one winner Cavorting. This fellow hasn’t been seen on 
the dirt in the afternoon since last November when he was a non-factor in 
the Delta Jackpot (G3), but he’s graded stakes placed at a two-turn trip on 
the main track at Del Mar and his last four losses have come at the hands 
of graded stakes winners Sonic Boom, Gunnevera, Not This Time, and 
Klimt. He has a back-class advantage and this inside is the place to be in 
this one-mile affair that starts on the clubhouse turn; threat. BAD 
STUDENT is a hard-knocking 14-time winner that steps up in class but is a 
very consistent horse that likes Ellis Park and has finished in the money 
31-of-51 lifetime starts. He hasn’t been worse than second in his past two 
one-mile starts on dirt, hooked a tough crew of $12,500 starter allowance 
types in his last race, and was spinning his wheels over a speed-favoring 
surface in the penultimate effort. He’s a juicy 15-1 on the morning line; 
using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-1-7 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
I’M WITH MILLER split a field of 10 as the even money favorite in her last 
start at Indiana Grand facing maiden allowance types, but she drops in for 
a $30K tag in this spot for the Brad Cox barn, an outfit that is winning at a 
lights-out 50 percent strike rate at the tilt. She was only a neck of the win 
in her only prior start on the lawn hooking maiden claiming company two 
starts back at Churchill, where she finished a head off fellow entrant  
DESERT POEM despite getting stopped at the quarter-pole; major player on 
the drop. DESERT POEM is a late running bay filly that bested the top 
choice by a head two starts back on the Matt Winn Turf Course in 
Louisville, and she came out of that race to post a respectable fifth-place 
effort while stepping up in class in her last start back on June 15. She’s 
never been in this cheap and has room for improvement making the third 
start of her current for cycle; comes running in the stretch drive. SUSIE’S 
DADDY is a well-bred daughter of the white-hot, late sire Scat Daddy, and 
this bay miss will make her first start for a tag in his heat for trainer Mike 
Tomlinson. She hasn’t been seen at the races in nearly eight months and 
will be making her 2017 debut on the drop, but she has finished in the 
money in thee-of-four turf starts lifetime and is well-suited to the eight-
furlong trip; cannot eliminate with confidence. DON’T TELL BRANDI has 
faced five next-out winners in her first three starts and is bred to love the 
stretch-out around two turns in this spot, ss she’s a daughter of Daaher out 
of a Fusaichi Pegasus mare. She doesn’t have the strongest of turf 



	 7	

pedigrees, but this one-mile trip should be right in her wheelhouse, and 
she’s a healthy 12-1 on the morning line in a non-descript $30,000 maiden 
claiming affair; some things to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-5-8-9   
 


