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THE GREEN SHEET 
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John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Fourteenth Day: Friday, July 28, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 113-29-21-16—26%W, 58%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The bay filly DREAM PARK gave a good account of herself in her first turf 
start in her most recent outing in Henderson 19 days ago, where she broke 
from the rail, stalked a quick pace and finished second behind a daylight 
winner. Daughter of Divine Park got a dream trip on the hedge in that 
affair, as a hole opened up at the quarter-pole and she was able to save all 
the ground and stay on the in the stretch drive, but she has demonstrated 
improvement with blinkers, and she has a board finish over a “good” 
surface in the event this heat comes off the weeds. She gets in light with 
the “bug boy” Rogelio Miranda in the boot; rates top billing. MISS 
DISCREET takes a two-pronged class drop in this spot for trainer Jeff 
Barkley, and I’m drawing a line through her last race where she was 
slammed at the start, wasn’t engaged in the race in the early stages, and 
failed to fire in the lane. Chestnut filly was a useful third three starts back 
at Indiana Grand in her last turf sprint start facing much tougher rivals, 
and I like the cut back in distance today to this five and a half-furlong trip 
with a mile race and a seven-furlong heat under her belt. She should get a 
decent trip stalking a quick pace if she gets away from the gate cleanly; 
contender. HEIR BALL is a fleet of foot daughter of Wildcat Heir that has 
finished in the money in three-of-five turf starts lifetime and while she 
faces winners for the first time in this spot, she broke her maiden for a 
$20K tag at Arlington in her last race and comes into this heat fresh for 
trainer Ingrid Mason, whose outfit is hitting at a 40 percent strike rate at 
the tilt with minimal starters. On the down side, she gets a wide post draw 
and there is plenty of early pace signed on in this turf sprint; likely for 
part, taking a stand against for top honors at a projected short price. PRAY 
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YOU CATCH ME has been first-or-second in four-of-six lifetime starts and 
drops out of allowance company at Mountaineer into this $7,500 
conditioned claiming event. Louisiana-bred daughter of Songandaprayer 
out of an Arch mare is bred to handle the grass but was well beaten in her 
turf debut in her last start in West Virginia, and she’s a free wheeling type 
in a race top heavy with early speed. She ran well in her last start off the 
shelf, but the race shape from a pace perspective works against her 
chances in this spot; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-8-5 
 
 
RACE TWO 
LA JOLLA D’ORO overcame a rough start in her last start and rallied in the 
stretch to finish third of 10, beaten just a half-length for second and a 
length and half for all the money facing similar stock on the main track 24 
days ago at Ellis. That effort is even more impressive considering that was 
her first start off a near 10-month layoff, and she will be much tighter this 
time around for trainer Ernie Retamoza. On the down side, she was off the 
board in her only previous start on turf, has a dirt-oriented pedigree and 
she is unplaced from four starts lifetime over “off” surfaces should the race 
come off the turf. Seven-time winner does fit well on this class level, 
however, and will likely improve in her second start off a lengthy layoff. 
There are no world-beaters in here; gets the nod. CASH DANCE, like the top 
choice, has a license to improve making her second start off an extended 
layoff, but she has been devoid of early foot in her past three starts and her 
last win came in gate-to-wire fashion in Ohio against “non-winners of four 
lifetime” foes at Belterra Park. I like that Corey Lanerie stays aboard, she 
stretches out slightly to a distance at which she has finished in the money 
in seven-of-eight lifetime starts, and she has board finish in six-of-seven 
lifetime outings over a surfaces containing moisture. She hasn’t been able 
to handle the top choice the past two times they have met, but she will be 
tighter this time for a barn that has made the most out of limited 
opportunities in 2017; contender. OUR ADIEU beat the top choice on the 
square in her last start, hooked a next-out winner two starts back at 
Churchill Downs, and is eligible for improvement in the third start of her 
current form cycle. Chestnut daughter of Heckle has finished in the money 
in 11-of-18 starts lifetime, has an affinity for Elis Park, and has a touch of 
tactical speed for trainer Mike Ford, who has seen three of his 11 starters 
in 2017 win; threat. EQUULEI makes her first start off the claim for trainer 
John Hancock on the drop but will turn back to a distance at which she’s 
zero-for-four lifetime this afternoon. She was on the wrong end of a win 
photo two starts back in Ohio facing “non-winners of four lifetime” foes at 
an overlaid 17-1, and she ran well for a nickel three starts back facing 
open claiming company at Churchill, where she was three lengths and 
change off a next-out winner going off at odds of 20-1; can’t toss her and 
feel good about it. 
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SELECTIONS: 9-6-5-8 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The bay colt CONFEDERATE RAGS was the beaten chalk in his last start on 
this class level 27 days ago in Henderson—where he was a well-beaten 
third of seven—but this son of Union Rags will stretch out around two-turns 
for this first time in this spot and is bred to relish the added distance. 
Three-year-old has improved in each outing off the claim for trainer Jose 
Castanon, whose outfit is hitting at a 20 percent clip year to date, and 
expect this fellow to be on or near the early lead stretching out in distance 
in a paceless race; gets the nod. CALLFORHELP’s last start is better than it 
looks at first glance on paper, as the gray finished eighth of 12 versus 
slightly tougher rivals, but he was only beaten three lengths and change 
for all the money despite being nine-wide at the three-sixteenths pole. He’ll 
be wide again in this spot breaking from the nine-hole, but the slight class 
drop works in his favor, and he has improved with the addition of blinkers. 
He’s arguably at his best on dirt and will return to the main track in this 
heat; turf-to-dirt angle has some appeal. BRO STROLL is a dyed-in-the-wool 
closer in a field with a dearth of front-running types—never a good angle—
but he won his last main track start at Indiana Grand four starts back and 
has a board finish over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack to his credit. I like that 
he broke his maiden against winners, but the race shape from a pace 
perspective will work against his chances this afternoon; comes running in 
the stretch drive for a minor placing. RED BLUE AND TRUE’s current form 
is atrocious, but the lone win of his career was without blinkers and the 
hood comes off in this spot for trainer William Duvall. He drops in class off 
his past 10 starts, and I like the rider change to jockey Gabe Saez, who is 
booting home winners at a 23 percent clip at the meet. This fellow is a 
healthy 15-1 on the morning line, and he has a local money finish to his 
credit; expecting improvement at a price with the equipment change. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-9-1-5 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The four-year-old ELWOOD’S ADVICE looks like the one to beat in Friday’s 
fourth race—a $5K claiming affair for horses that have never won three 
races lifetime to be contested at an eight-furlong trip on the dirt. Dark bay 
or brown son of Paddy O’Prado stopped badly on the front end in his last 
start at Indiana Grand, but he was in for a $32,000 tag in that spot and 
shows up for a nickel today for trainer Tim Glyshaw. He will appreciate 
turning back to a distance at which he has never been of the board, and he 
likes a main track with moisture. He’ll be forwardly placed in a race 
without a lot of early speed types assembled; choice. ORIENTAL CROWN 
cleared the “two lifetime” condition by open lengths in his last start at 
Belterra Park 12 days ago and gets wheeled right back in this “three 
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lifetime” heat in this spot for trainer John Ortiz, who has seen four of his 
five starters at the meet finish in the money. Bay son of Congrats aired in 
his only prior start over a “muddy” racetrack, I like the rider change to 
Didiel Osorio, and his new barn seems to have found the current class level 
at which this fellow can be competitive; contender. UTMOST INTENSITY 
was a solid second of 11 the last time he was seen on this class level three 
starts back at Churchill Downs, and this seven-year-old son of Majestic 
Warrior has held his own in his past three starts for an $8K tag in 
Louisville. He has been first-or-second in two-of-three lifetime outings at 
“The Pea Patch”, and jockey Gabe Saez stays aboard; threat on the drop. 
Both of MR. HAIRE’s lifetime wins have been on the grass, but he did run 
well three starts back in West Virginia facing comparable adversaries in an 
off-the-turf affair contested over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack, and the 
surface prior to the first post today at Ellis is listed as “muddy”. Negatives 
include the fact that he’s 2-for-47 lifetime and has been stuck in this 
condition for quite a while, but he has managed to finish in the money in 
three of his past five starts; useful in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-8-10 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
I’ll take a shot with the price play HALO NOT INCLUDED in today’s fifth, an 
off the turf event that was scratched down to a seven-horse field. Son of 
Tueflesberg out of a Mr. Greeley mare is bred to sprint and is a scant three-
parts of a length from being a perfect two-for-two over “off” racetracks. 
Four-year-old has improved in each start off and extended layoff and 
catches a non-descript field in this heat. I like how he rallied from off the 
pace in his last start on turf despite getting bumped and bothered at the 
start; gets the nod. SANDHILL SAMMY’s lone win of his career came over a 
racetrack containing moisture, and he gets a positive rider change to 
Robby Albarado. Chestnut son of Forestry has finished in the money in six 
of his past eight starts on the main track, and is a healthy 10-1 on the 
morning line; turf-to-dirt angle is appealing. CAP’S TALE has some sketchy 
form against winners, but he has improved of late for trainer Brian 
Knippenberg, albeit in a pair of starts sprinting on the turf, and he has 
never been in this cheap against winners. Jockey Didiel Osorio has been 
riding well at the tilt; threat. SHARP GAME has been stopped on frequently 
and is lightly raced—never a great sign—but trainer Steve Dunn’s outfit has 
made the most of limited opportunities in 2017 and the chestnut gave a 
good account of himself in his first crack at winners in his most recent 
start at Belterra Park. He’s capable of running a winning race fresh, and 
his 15-1 morning line price only adds to his appeal; some things to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-6-10 
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RACE SIX 
GRANDPA KNOWS BEST gave a good account of himself on debut at 
Churchill Downs facing maiden allowance company back on June 22, and 
this $220,000 son of More Than Ready has all kinds of upside making just 
his second career start for trainer Kenny McPeek, who has some “live” 
juvenile stock in his barn this year. He’s bred top and bottom to handle an 
“off” surface (he’s out of a Hennessy mare), and he’ll be more in touch with 
the early pace stretching out to seven-furlongs this afternoon; choice. 
ANGASTON overcame a wide post draw in his career debut and finished 
second of eight behind a daylight winner against $40K maiden claiming 
types under the Twin Spires on June 24. He’ll be tighter this time around 
for trainer Lon Wiggins and will likely improve in his second career start. 
He figures to be prominent early from his inside post draw under jockey 
Jack Gilligan; contender. ORBATRON is a $100K son of the first-crop sire 
Orb, and he’s bred top and bottom to not only handle a wet racing surface 
(he’s out of a Smart Strike mare), but also to relish the stretch out to this 
seven-panel trip for Hall of Famer Steve Asmussen. The wide post draw is 
not much of a concern coming out of the chute, and he has hooked a couple 
of nice horses in his first two starts in the form of Free Drop Billy and 
Amberspatriot, respectively; threat. BODENUS is a first-time starter by 
Bodemeister out of a Maria’s Mon mare that will make his career debut for 
the Asmussen barn, an outfit that excels with juveniles. Gray colt sports a 
“bullet” work over the local strip; demands your attention in the paddock 
and post parade—watch the tote board. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-12-11 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
SIXTY FIVE (FR) will make his main track debut in this affair for trainer 
Michelle Lovell and while this son of King’s Best is bred top and bottom 
(he’s out of a Barathea (Ire) mare) to handle turf, he does take a marked 
class drop from the entry-level allowance ranks into this non-descript 
$30K “non-winners of two lifetime” claiming affair in this spot. SILVER 
WRAITH and PERFECT COMIC should provide enough early pace to set up 
his late kick; contends on the drop. SILVER WRAITH has lacked a strong 
finishing move his past three starts on the main track and takes a two-
pronged step up in class this afternoon for trainer Dale Romans. The inside 
is the place to be in this one-mile heat that will start on the clubhouse turn, 
however, and he’ll be forwardly placed from the opening bell in a race 
without a lot of front-running types assembled; threat under Albarado. 
ARCH REVENGE demonstrated mild improvement in his last start facing 
similar company when he ran without front bandages, and the Arkansas 
bred gets wheeled back off 20 days rest for trainer Jinks Fires this 
afternoon. He was making up ground while wide in his last start and will 
appreciate the added distance in this affair; contender. PERFECT COMIC 
hasn’t been worse than third in his past three starts on the main track in 
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Ohio and West Virginia, respectively, and he’s another that gets wheeled 
back to the races off short rest. He’ll be prominent early from the opening 
bell in a heat without a lot of early speed; hangs on for a minor award with 
a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-8-10 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The Brad Cox juggernaut looks difficult to overcome on paper in Friday’s 
nightcap “get out” race, as GOLDEN AMBER has been facing tougher 
maiden allowance stock in Louisville and has improved in each start off a 
near two-month layoff. $115K bay daughter of Gemologist out of the nice 
racemare Miz United States stayed on well to be third of eight in her last 
start in Louisville back on June 17, and she has a license to move forward 
in the third start of her current form cycle. I like that she turns back a 
sixteenth of a mile in this spot with a pair of six-furlong heats under her 
belt; holds all the aces under Lanerie. BOMBONA looks like a useful horse 
to play in a cold exacta to attempt to extract some value with the low-
priced top choice, as this well-bred Candy Ride (Arg) filly out of a Carson 
City mare ran a big race while wide in her only main track start locally two 
starts back at nearly 11-1, and she’s a healthy 10-1 on the morning line in 
this spot. She gets wheeled back off 12 days rest for the Mike Campbell 
barn, an outfit that has had a respectable meet thus far in Henderson; turf-
to-dirt angle is appealing. THIRTEEN SONGS tends to spit the bit after 
making all the early pace and she’ll have company on the front-end in this 
spot in the form of DREAMADREAMFORME and MALIBU STELLA. She set 
a blistering pace in her last start as the chalk and was getting out in the 
stretch drive, and she hasn’t been able to handle the top choice the past 
two times they have met; hangs around for a minor award with a top effort. 
The main track only entrant HEAVENLY HILL hasn’t been seen at the 
races since last November, but the homebred broke slow and was eight-
wide in her debut run at Churchill last November but was only beaten five 
lengths for all the money for trainer Ben Colebrook. She’s sitting on a pair 
of “bullet” works at Keeneland in preparation for her 2017 debut; fires 
fresh. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-11-4-16  


