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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Seventeenth Day: Friday, August 4, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 139-36-29-32—26%W, 70%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The Chicago invader JERSEY HEIST takes a marked class drop from high-
end optional claiming/entry-level allowance company into this $30K “non-
winners of two” lifetime affair for trainer Jimmy DiVito, and she comes 
into this affair fresh. Chestnut daughter of Jersey Town has finished in the 
money in three-of-five lifetime starts over a “fast” main track and does 
have a board finish in the slop (50% chance of rain in the forecast in the 
Tri-State area in the A.M. on Friday 8-4-17). Her best form in the past has 
been without blinkers, the hood comes off today, and she’s never been in 
this cheap; choice. I’m drawing a line through DARION’S DREAM’s last 
start at Churchill, where she caught a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack that she 
didn’t seem to care for and she backed out of the race after being in tight 
quarters approaching the far turn and hitting the rail when stretching out 
to a one-turn mile trip and stepping up to allowance company in her first 
start against winners. I like how she overcame a horrible start and trip in 
the debut run for a $30K tag, and she will appreciate turning back to a 
sprint in this spot for trainer Dallas Stewart. She’ll be tighter this time 
around; contender. PRETTY GREELEY hasn’t been seen at the races in 
nearly two months, but the lone win of her career came of a layoff, and she 
has finished in the money in 50 percent of her starts lifetime at this six-
furlong trip on the main track. Gray miss failed to menace on the drop in 
her last race, but she was bothered at the start and was six-wide at the 
quarter-pole in that affair. She does have a penchant for show dough, 
however; tab for a minor award. SPRINKLE TIME is a $130,000 Ohio-bred 
daughter of Shackleford that broke her maiden at Remington and hasn’t 
had an impact in her past two starts hooking state-bred allowance 
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company at Thistledown for trainer Steve Asmussen. She will make her 
first start for a tag this afternoon and has a license to improve in her 
second start off a layoff, but her lone win came in gate-to-wire fashion in a 
five and a half-furlong sprint and SALES CALL and JERSEY HEIST are 
both quicker than she is on paper; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-5-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
STREET CAT SAM doesn’t have a strong turf pedigree and will try the 
grass for the first time in this spot (if this heat isn’t rained of the turf), but 
he does have a distinct advantage as he’s the only entrant with race 
experience and catches a blasé field of maiden allowance types. Chestnut 
colt comes into this heat fresh, has three works under his belt since the 
last start, and gets in light with the “bug boy” Rogelio Miranda named for 
the riding assignment. He was only a half-length off a next-out winner in 
his last start at Indiana Grand in the slop in a slow heat, but he faced a 
solid horse in Copper Bullet on debut in Louisville in the penultimate effort. 
The 6-1 morning line price is tantalizing; gets the nod. TITLE READY is a 
well-bred homebred colt by More Than Ready out of Title Seeker, who is an 
unraced daughter of Monarchos out of the immortal race and broodmare 
Personal Ensign. This fellow is a half-brother to Iowa Oaks (G3) winner 
Seeking the Title and sports a pair of “bullet” works over the local strip in 
preparation for his career debut. The Asmussen barn excels with its 
juvenile stock and he attracts the services of jockey Corey Lanerie, but his 
distaff side is more dirt route oriented, and he’ll make his debut sprinting 
on the grass. He’s a short 9-5 on the morning line but demands your 
attention in the paddock and post parade—watch the tote board. THE X will 
make his career debut breaking from the one-hole—never a great angle—
but this $60,000 son of Soldat out of an Arch mare that had some turf 
speed, is bred top and bottom to relish the grass for trainer Ben Colebrook 
and attracts the services of jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr. Dark bay or brown 
colt sports a gap-free public work tab since late June and is 6-1 on the 
morning line; some things to like. I’m not crazy about the wide post draw, 
but the first-time starter POTENTIAL DANGER is a $17K son of Discreetly 
Mine that hails from the Greg Foley barn, an outfit that has been hot of late 
at “The Pea Patch”. His public work tab is peppered with gaps, but this barn 
does well with turf sprinters; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-1-7 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The four-year-old filly SECRET TRICK has been in fine fettle in 2017 
having won four-of-six starts including her past three outings on the main 
track, the last two against starter allowance company at Churchill Downs. 
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Her last race over a “good” turf course at Indiana Grand is a toss out, as the 
daughter of Hat Trick(Jpn)—oddly—is zero-for six lifetime on the weeds 
and is at her best from a mile to a mile and a sixteenth on a “fast” main 
track. She got up in the shadow of the wire to beat a pair of rivals she 
meets again in this spot—KATE N ABS REWARD and PRINCESS DINAH—
and the closer figures to get enough pace in front of her to set up her late 
kick with KATE N ABS REWARD, SWEET BETTY, and possibly TICKET TO 
RICHES carving out an honest early pace. The turf-to-dirt angle is very 
appealing; gets the nods in a contentious event. The chestnut mare 
PRINCESS DINAH hasn’t been seen in the afternoon in nearly two months, 
but she was gaining ground late and only finished three-parts of a length 
off the top choice in her last start off the sidelines for the Stinson barn, an 
outfit that has made the most of limited opportunities in 2017. Six-year-old 
daughter of Kodiak Kowboy hasn’t been worse than third in her past four 
starts at a flat mile trip on the main track, and she moves up over an “off” 
surface. There is rain in the forecast for Friday in Henderson, and she 
figures to get a good trip stalking the pace under Corey Lanerie; contender. 
YOOOU DEN broke flat-footed but finished well to be beaten a length for all 
the money in her first start off the claim for trainer J.R. Caldwell. Five-
year-old mare has finished in the money in seven-of-nine starts lifetime at 
this eight-furlong trip on the main track, and I like how she has retained 
sharp form while ascending in class. The one-hole is the place to be in this 
one-mile event that starts on the clubhouse turn; threat. KATE N ABS 
REWARD took to the one-turn mile setup at Churchill Downs two starts 
back, where she finished a nose off the top choice at 14-1, but she can 
handle a two-turns as well, evidenced by her sharp form on Polytrack at 
Turfway earlier in the year. She figures to be prominent early under Jack 
Gilligan breaking from post position two, but SWEET BETTY is faster on 
paper and is stretching out in distance; hangs on for a minor award with a 
top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-1-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
DIVINING CHANGE is zero-for-16 lifetime on turf, but this bay Langfuhr 
filly was on the wrong end of a photo finish for the win in her last start 
facing a tougher field, and she hooks a soft crew of $7,500 maiden claiming 
types in this spot. Four-year-old miss has never been in this cheap and has 
a license to improve in the third start of her current form cycle; gets the 
nod. I like Exchange Rate fillies, and the four-year-old gray STORMFIELD 
is another entrant on the drop, and she was only beaten five lengths and 
change in her last turf start for a quarter back in March at Tampa Bay 
Downs. She should appreciate stretching out to this eight-furlong trip for 
trainer Buff Bradley, whose barn is hitting at a healthy 27 percent clip at 
the meet; contender. IN FOCUS woke up on the drop in her turf debut and 
continues her class descent in this spot for trainer Stephen Lyster. Bay 
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daughter of Tizway stalked a quick pace in that heat, was locked and 
loaded at the quarter-pole but had no answer when asked the proverbial 
question by jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr. She’s eligible to move forward in 
the third start of her current form cycle, however, and there are no world-
beaters in his spot; threat. SNAPASELFIE seemed to have benefitted from 
the near two-month layoff, as she has improved in a pair of grass starts off 
the shelf or trainer Donald Campbell and is eligible for further 
improvement in her third start off the sidelines. The wide post draw is a 
concern, however; useful when spreading in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-11-7-9 
 
 
RACE FIVE  
NAUTIA has never been off the board on dirt or at Ellis Park, and the 
daughter of Flatter drops down in class in this spot for trainer Will Van 
Meter. The early splits figure to be legit in this one-mile test as FRIGIDISH 
and BIRD STREET like to be on or near the early lead, and this filly’s 
finishing move was compromised in her last start, as she was bumped 
around when she was produced in the stretch drive. I like the rider change 
to Joe Rocco, Jr.; choice. Draw a line through ABBOCCATO’s last start 
facing maiden allowance company, as she was in over her head class-wise 
and didn’t care for the grass in her turf debut, not surprising for a 
daughter of Maclean’s Music out of a Tale of the Cat mare. Sophomore filly 
has never been worse than second on the main track when in for a dime, 
and she’ll get a ground-saving trip on the fence breaking from the one-hole; 
contender. The chestnut daughter of Ice Box, FRIGIDISH, improved when 
she took a two-pronged class drop two starts back for Hall of Fame trainer 
Jack Van Berg, whose barn is hitting at a 29 percent strike rate at the tilt. 
She drops in for a $10K price tag in this spot, and her chances were 
compromised in her last race when she was forced to break from the eight-
hole, and she is more favorably drawn to the inside in this spot; threat. The 
bay filly BIRD STREET finished a length off the top choice in her last start, 
but she caved in turning for home after setting a clear, moderate pace 
versus a slightly tougher bunch. She’ll be prominent from the outset again 
this afternoon, but she figures to have company in the front-end in the 
form of FRIGIDISH; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-2-7 
 
 
RCAE SIX 
The well-bred chestnut colt GIANT PAYDAY—an occasional workmate for 
the multiple graded stakes winner McCraken—has never put forth a poor 
effort on “firm” turf, and the son of Giant’s Causeway will appreciate 
stretching out a sixteenth of a mile in this spot for trainer Ian Wilkes. 
Three-year-old colt was the beaten favorite in his last start at Ellis tackling 
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older horses for the first time, but he was a solid second, beaten just a 
length for all the money despite being 10-wide at the three-sixteenths pole, 
which certainly compromised his chances. Throw out his efforts versus 
graded stakes company and on “yielding” ground and his form looks double 
tough, and he responds to jockey Chris Landeros’ handling; rates top 
billing in a great betting race. HONOVI steps back up to “a other than” 
allowance company in this spot, but he gave a good account of himself in 
his last start—his first off a near two-month layoff—when the blinkers came 
off and he was only beaten a length and quarter for all the money at 18-1 
despite being extremely wide in he stretch drive. He’ll be tighter this time 
around for trainer Brendan Walsh and is at his best on the weeds at this 
mile and a sixteenth trip; contender. NEXT SHARES is grade two stakes 
placed on the turf at Saratoga, and the dark bay or brown son of 
Archarcharch had to have needed his last race—his first off a near 18-
month layoff for Hall of Famer Billy Mott. He bobbled at the start in his last 
race and spotted the field several lengths in a turf sprint—always a killer—
but he demonstrated a nice late turn of foot to finish fourth, beaten just a 
length and change for all the money. He’ll love stretching out around two-
turns this afternoon and has a license to move forward in his second start 
off a extended hiatus from racing; contender. NICE NOT NICE sports 
honest past turf form for trainer Buff Bradley and while he was no match 
for the top choice in his last start, this late-running son of Twirling Candy 
wants more ground that a flat mile, and he endured a rough, wide trip in 
that affair. Bay gelding broke from the eight-hole in that heat, is more 
favorably drawn on the hedge in this spot, and gets an extra sixteenth of a 
mile to work with. He’s 10-1 on the morning line for an outfit that is 
winning at a high-percentage at the meet; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-11-10-2 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The consistent HANDIWORK has placed in 13-of-22 lifetime starts and 
proved to be a great claim for trainer Marty Rouck, as the gelded son of 
Eddington annexed a open $40K claiming heat at Churchill Downs in his 
last start while taking a marked step up in class in his first start off a brief 
freshening, and he has a license to move forward off that effort in this 
affair making his second start off the shelf. He exits a quick race that set 
up his late kick, but there is plenty of early speed signed on in this affair to 
enhance his closing move, and this eight-furlong trip should be right in his 
wheelhouse. Jockey Joe Rocco, Jr. is back for a return engagement; choice. 
PADEN is another consistent entrant that has finished in the money in 
nine of his past 14 starts and is eligible to move forward in this spot 
making the third start of his current form cycle for trainer Tom Amoss. 
Son of Cowboy Cal was no match for the top choice in his last race, but he 
won an entry-level allowance event at Churchill two starts back and is in a 
snug spot this afternoon entered for a $40K price tag. I like that he 



	 6	

stretches out to a distance at which he has been first-or-second in four-of-
five lifetime starts, and his versatile running style will serve him well in 
this afternoon; contender. THIRSTFORLIFE is graded stakes placed 
sprinting on the dirt for the Mark Casse barn and has never been off the 
board in allowance company on the dirt. Chestnut Stay Thirsty colt was 
one-paced of the layoff in his last start but ran like he needed the effort, 
and he faced an honest horse in Sharp Art in that heat and has kept good 
company throughout his eight-race career. He’ll be tighter this time 
around and jockey Gabe Saez is riding very well at the meet; threat. Even 
though he steps up in class, it’s difficult not to like RHYTHM PARK, a very 
honest bay son of Divine Park that loves Ellis Park and loves to win, having 
done so in nine of his past 12 starts. He’s a perfect two-for-two since 
moving into Steve Asmussen’s barn, has won his past four starts under 
jockey Corey Lanerie, and his tactical speed will help him overcome the 
unfortunate wide post draw. He won an entry-level allowance race at 
Churchill Downs last fall and is eligible for this race based on the “money 
since” condition. He should finally be a playable price stepping up in class 
off his past two starts; foolish to slight his chances. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-4-10 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
ALPHA PROJECT looks like a solid play taking a stout class drop from 
$40K maiden claiming company into this $7,500 affair in Friday’s 
nightcap “get out” race for trainer Gerald Aschinger, and he gets in light 
with the apprentice Rayan Gazader—who has put together a solid meet at 
Ellis this summer—in the boot. Bay gelding returns to the races off a near 
five-month layoff, but he was a solid second in his last start off the sidelines 
at Tampa, making up ground from off the pace over a speed favoring turf 
course, and was beaten less than a length for all the money despite racing 
wide on the backstretch and having to check at the quarter-pole. I like the 
cut back in distance to this eight-furlong trip; choice. GULITY STREAK was 
the beaten favorite in his last start at “The Pea Patch” three weeks ago, but 
that was his first start against winners, where he overcame a tardy start 
and wide trip to be beaten a scant length and a half for all the money 
closing against the bias over a speed favoring turf course, where maiden 
$16K claimers went a mile on the weeds in 1:34 1/5. Bay son of Blame 
takes a two-pronged class drop in this spot for trainer Helen Pitts and 
while he has an affinity for minor awards, he has finished in the money in 
two-of-three lifetime starts over the local turf course; contender. JUMPIN 
JACK CASH has never hit the board but gets slammed down in class from 
maiden allowance company into this $7,500 maiden claiming affair, as 
trainer Donnie Von Hemel is looking for form reversal. Gelded son of 
Langfuhr has a license to improve making his second start off a layoff; 
improvement expected with the class relief. ARMY GREY demonstrated 
mild improvement when trying the turf and getting Lasix for the first time 
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in his last start, his first off the claim for trainer Greg Foley, whose outfit 
has been on a roll of late in Henderson. Bay son of Mission Impazible is 
bred to handle the extra distance, and expect this fellow to be more in 
touch with the early pace under jockey Didiel Osorio stretching out around 
two-turns for the first time. He’s 20-1 on the morning line; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-9-2   
 
      
 


