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THE GREEN SHEET 
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Kentucky Downs: September Meet 2017 
First Day: Wednesday, September 6, 2017 
Post Time: 1:25 P.M. Central 
Ellis Park Final Meet Stats: 256-68-49-52—27%W, 66%ITM 
Churchill Downs Spring 2017: 372-99-71-62—27%W, 62%ITM 
Keeneland Spring 2017: 141-41-23-23—29%W, 61%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
 
RACE ONE 
The six-year-old SUGAR CUBE is a difficult mare not to like—she’s ultra 
consistent, shows up to play ball every time, and has retained her sharp 
form in 2017 while ascending in class. She “cat hopped” the last time she 
was seen in Franklin, and she hasn’t been in this cheap this year. I like the 
cut back in distance from a mile and three-eighths to a mile, and she has 
been first-or-second in her past 10 starts against starter allowance 
company. The wide post draw is a bit of a concern, but jockey James 
Graham knows her well; choice. The Chicago invader VOLUPTUOUS is less 
than a length shy of being undefeated in 2017, and she figures to get a good 
stalking trip under Jose Valdivia, Jr. for the high-percentage Larry Rivelli 
barn. Gray is at her best with a bit of cut in the ground and Franklin has 
had a solid amount of rain lately, which works to her advantage. Flashy 
Bull mare takes a two-pronged class hike but is sharp right now; 
contender. SPONTANEITY is a tick cheap for this crew, but she’s never put 
forth a poor effort on turf and is capable of a winning run off the sidelines. I 
like how she stepped out of conditioned into open claiming company and 
won her last turf start, and she gets a positive rider change to Calvin Borel; 
dirt-to-turf angle playable. SARK LADY has overcome awkward starts to 
run well in her past two turf starts over “firm” ground in Chicago, and the 
daughter of English Channel has finished in the money in four-of-five starts 
this year for trainer Steve Manley. She’ll love the extra sixteenth of a mile 
and attracts the services of Corey Lanerie, who is coming off an Ellis Park 



	 2	

riding title. The 10-1 morning line price adds to her appeal; useful in the 
exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 12-7-3-9 
 
 
RACE TWO 
OUR GIRL ABBEY faced eventual Saratoga stakes winner Orbolution in her 
last start, where she pressed a slow pace and quit in her turf and two-turn 
debut. Majestic Warrior filly out of a Forest Wildcat mare is bred to handle 
the weeds, so I’m thinking it was the mile and a sixteenth distance in her 
last start that was her undoing. She cuts back to a six and a half-furlong 
trip in this spot for trainer Mike Maker, whose outfit is always formidable 
at this meet, and she’s siting on a pair of sharp “bullet” works at Churchill’s 
Trackside facility in preparation for turf start number two; route-to-sprint 
angle very appealing. SCENIC ROAD fetched $220,000 last September as a 
yearling at Keeneland and is a full-sister to the graded stakes winner Guest 
Suite who will make her debut for the Asmussen barn, an outfit that not 
only excels with juvenile stock, but also has been firing on all cylinders of 
late. Her pedigree is arguably two-turn and dirt oriented, but the daughter 
of Quality Road out of a Ghostzapper mare is bred to handle the turf as 
well; contends right out of the box. JUKEBOX MONEY is a tantalizing 20-1 
on the morning line, and she gave a good account of herself on debut to 
finish third behind the graded stakes placed Upset Brewing at Ellis Park 
back in late July. I like the slight turn back in distance, she gets Lasix for 
the first time, has plenty of upside in her second career start, and is a 
daughter of English Channel that is bred to relish the surface change to 
turf; has the looks of a “live” longshot. CASATORIA’s form improved 
markedly when her connections tried her on the turf two starts back, and 
she’s another entrant that figures to benefit turning back from a route race 
to a sprint. Stroll filly got tangled up in a protracted speed duel in her last 
start going a two-turn mile trip, and she will be plenty fit with a pair of 
route races under her belt. The price will be right; can bolster exotic 
payoffs. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-11-5 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The hard-knocking GALTON has never been off the board over the local 
course, has finished in the money in an impressive 24-of-34 lifetime starts, 
and drops out of stakes company into this allowance spot in his second 
start off the claim for the Mike Maker outfit. Six-year-old will be tighter 
making his second start off the shelf, and he was a good fourth against a 
salty field the last time he was seen on this class level two starts back at 
Churchill Downs. He demonstrated a nice turn of foot in his last start over 
the local course, which he won last September over a similar bunch; rates 
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top billing. MAJOR MUNNINGS is a talented son of Speightstown that will 
go for his third consecutive win for trainer “Jinks” Fires in this six and a 
half-furlong sprint. Munnings gelding made short work of an entry-level 
allowance field in his first start against winners at “The Pea Patch” off 
relatively short rest and will be making his third start in 46 days in this 
affair. He’s the controlling speed of the race, however, and jockey Jon 
Court is lethal when he’s able to dictate affairs on the front-end. He came 
out of his last race and 11 days later reeled off a 1:00 3/5 five-panel breeze 
at Churchill; contender. CHILTERN STREET lands back in the barn of 
trainer Wesley Ward, who claimed this fellow back for $50,000 out of his 
last start at Saratoga, where he was second of 12 behind a daylight winner. 
Chestnut son of Giant’s Causeway has experience over the course, his form 
sprinting on the weeds is very sharp, and he turns back in distance off a 
mile and a sixteenth affair in this spot. He has run well on the class level in 
the past for this outfit; threat. ABOVE THE BAR is zero-for-three lifetime in 
Franklin but is another entrant that has good past form sprinting on turf, 
he tends to run well fresh, and returns to the races off a near three-month 
layoff in this spot for trainer Darrin Miller. Bay gelding was flying late in 
his last start over this course facing open $40K claiming types and was 
only beaten a diminishing half-length for all the money, and he’s a handy 
horse that can win on the lead or from off the pace—don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-3-1 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The Maryland invader DOUGLAS ROAD looks like a great play in 
Wednesday’s fifth, an eight-furlong $140,000 entry-level allowance affair. 
Bay son of The Factor has never put forth a poor effort for trainer Arnaud 
Delacour and is a handy colt with tactical speed which will serve him well 
in this spot. He faced a trio of next-out winners in his first two starts and 
was beaten a dirty nose on the line in his first start against winners at 
Delaware Park, and mid-Atlantic-based jockey Feargal Lynch is town to 
ride today’s card. He’s sitting of a “bullet” work at Fair Hill and is eligible 
for further improvement in the third start of his current form cycle. I’m 
loving the 8-1 morning line price; gets the nod. NEXT SHARES has 
improved in a pair of starts off an extended layoff for Hall of Famer Billy 
Mott, and the son of Archarcharch has overcome trouble at the break to 
run well in his past two races at Ellis, the most recent of which facing a 
pair of next-out winners. Throw out his efforts in last year’s Pilgrim Stakes 
(G3T) and the dirt start last fall and he’s a much more enticing prospect; 
contender. MR CUB finished a length and a half to the good of NEXT 
SHARES in his last start at Ellis, but he’s an inconsistent fellow that hasn’t 
been able to pair-up good efforts in the past. Front-running son of Artie 
Schiller was only a half-length behind a nice hose in Giant Payday in his 
last start and has room for improvement in his third start off a layoff. He 
ran like a horse that needed blinkers, just missed winning in his first start 
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with the hood, and Joe Rocco, Jr. is back for a return engagement; threat. 
KITTEN’S GOLD was the beaten 4-5 favorite against “two lifetime” 
allowance foes at Indiana Grand in his last start, but he has solid lifetime 
turf form from a mile to a mile and a sixteenth. He has placed in four-of-
seven starts lifetime for the high-percentage Tom Amoss barn; more 
interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-10-2 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The homebred PROUD REUNION has never run a bad race on the grass and 
was a very respectable fourth of 11 in her first start against winners facing 
stout entry-level allowance company at Saratoga. Versatile filly is effective 
from off the pace or on the front-end and can handle both “firm” and “good” 
ground for trainer Tom Proctor. Improving filly gained valuable seasoning 
in her last race; give her the edge in a contentious affair. PAULINE 
REVERE has proven she’s better filly on the grass, the chestnut daughter 
of Distorted Humor has effective tactical speed, and she hasn’t missed the 
exacta in her past three starts for trainer Ian Wilkes. One mile and 70 
yards should be right in her wheelhouse; contender. AWESOME BOSS 
didn’t embarrass herself at Saratoga in her first start off a near five-month 
layoff, as the daughter of Street Boss was only beaten three lengths and 
change despite enduring a rough trip. Bay miss will be much tighter this 
time around, and I like that she was second in a grade two stakes over a 
synthetic surface in her first crack versus winners; threat. ON MY TOES is 
a well-bred daughter of More Than Ready out of a Theatrical (Ire) mare 
that has improved while moving up in class off the claim for the high-
percentage Brad Cox barn. She seems to be at her best when engaged early 
in the race, and jockey Ricardo Santana, Jr. is an aggressive rider; can’t 
toss her and feel good about it.  
 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-10-3 
 
 
RACE SIX—The One Dreamer Stakes 
I’m not crazy about the wide post draw, but I like ZIPESSA’s chances in 
this year’s renewal of the $150,000 One Dreamer Stakes dropping in class 
out of the Beverly D. (G1T) at Arlington. Five-year-old City Zip mare hasn’t 
had her picture taken in over a year, but she has been competing 
exclusively in graded stakes company since last spring, and she turns back 
to a distance at which she has never been off the board on grass. Her past 
two wins have come in gate-to-wire fashion and there is plenty of early 
speed signed on in this mile and 70 yard test, but she’s tractable enough to 
rate and was only a scant nose off the win in a grade three affair at 
Delaware Park two starts back and two lengths off the nice mare and next-
out winner Grand Jete in the Eatontown Stakes (G3T) at Monmouth Park 



	 5	

back in June. 8-27 “bullet” move at Fair Hill noted; choice. FROZEN 
HANNAH will make her first start off the claim for trainer Mike Maker, 
whose outfit wins at a high-percentage in this type of situation. Consistent 
daughter of E Dubai has only run twice this year but finished in the money 
in both those races and in an impressive nine-of-11 lifetime starts lifetime. 
She steps up in class out of $50K open claiming company at Saratoga, but 
she is multiple stakes placed on turf, possesses effective tactical speed, and 
has room in the tank to move forward in her third race off the sidelines; 
threat. CELESTIAL INSIGHT hasn’t been seen at the races in nearly three 
months, but she has won two of her past four starts off the shelf for trainer 
Wesley Ward and has good past eight-furlong turf form. She has experience 
over the undulating ground in Franklin, as she set the pace and tired to be 
fourth of 12 behind a daylight winner in last year’s Dueling Grounds Oaks 
at a mile and five-sixteenths trip; fires fresh. BOREALE was the beaten 
favorite in a minor stakes on the West Virginia Derby (G3) undercard for 
trainer Graham Motion, but the daughter of Makfi (GB) is a very 
consistent filly with good past European form. Four-year-old miss made a 
nice move from off the pace in her second start stateside, but was one-
paced the final sixteenth of a mile at this one mile and 70 yard trip over a 
Mountaineer turf course that was playing to speed. She’ll be tighter this 
time and prefers “firm” going; comes running in the stretch drive. 
 
SELECTIONS: 12-9-6-2 
 
 
RACE SEVEN—Exacta Systems Juvenile Fillies Stakes 
SECRET PASSION ships in from Iowa for trainer Scott Gelner, and the 
daughter of Archarcharch is coming off a game stakes win at Prairie 
Meadows, where she re-rallied in the stretch and wouldn’t be denied the 
victory in her first crack against winners. She gets tested for class in her 
turf debut, but she’s bred top and bottom to handle the grass (she’s out of a 
Stormy Atlantic mare) and is the lone two-time winner in this wide-open 
affair. There are other front-running types assembled in this spot, but she 
can get game when hooked and gets a positive rider change to Corey 
Lanerie. Her 15-1 morning line allotment only adds to her appeal; value 
play of the day. MOONLIGHT RAIN broke her maiden right out of the box at 
Woodbine for the Mark Casse barn in a compact six-horse field, where she 
settled off the pace, came running in the lane, and just got up at the wire in 
a six-furlong event that went in a quick 1:09 4/5. Point of Entry (by 
Dynaformer) filly will face winners for the first time, but this stakes is 
essentially a “two lifetime”, “a other than” heat for a beefy purse of 
$350,000, and the race sets up for her late kick. She’ll love the extra 
furlong and will be a square price; lots to like. BEST PERFORMANCE was 
no match for Dream It Is in the Schuylerville Stakes (G3) at Saratoga 
sprinting on the dirt and was only a head to the good of fellow entrant 
WAKI PATRIOT in the Astoria Stakes at Belmont two starts back, but she 
acts as is she’ll love this seven-panel trip and is a daughter of Broken Vow 
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out of a Smart Strike mare that is bred top and bottom to relish the grass 
for trainer Christophe Clement. She’s the likely chalk in a wide-open, 
competitive race but should get a great pocket trip on the slight stretch out 
under jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr., who has had success riding for this 
outfit in the past; contender. KATIE’S REWARD scored an impressive 
maiden win at Ellis Park for trainer Brad Cox, where she broke from the 
12-hole, endured a wide-trip throughout the race while stalking the pace 
and kicked clear to win by two lengths in a five and a half-furlong heat 
nearly 30 days ago. Bay daughter of Warrior’s Reward faced a useful filly 
in Laudation in her debut run, is eligible for improvement making the third 
start of her current form cycle, and is 8-1 on the morning line; threat. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-8-3-11 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—Tourist Mile Stakes 
FLATLINED is a grade two stakes winner on the turf this year and is 
coming off an impressive win off a layoff in the $50K Cliff Guilliams 
Handicap at Ellis Park on August 13, where he rolled from off the pace into 
soft fractions to beat a good field by a half-length on the wire under jockey 
Joe Rocco, Jr. There’s plenty of early pace in here to set up his late kick, 
he’ll be tighter in his second start off the shelf, and he’s sitting on a sharp 
:47 2/5 “bullet” move at Churchill for trainer Scooter Dickey. Versatile 
fellow won the restricted Old Friends Stakes over this course on the front-
end, but he’ll settle and fire this afternoon; mows them down late. IRISH 
STRAIT has yet to put forth a dull effort for trainer Graham Motion and is 
coming off a nice race off a rest in the Monmouth Stakes (G2T) on the 
Haskell undercard, where he was second behind the useful Money 
Multiplier in a nine-furlong affair that went in a snappy 1:47 4/5. Chestnut 
gelding will likely move forward off that effort, and he has a versatile 
running style that will help him overcome the wide post draw; contender. 
WESTERN RESERVE is a very consistent, hard-knocking son of Indian 
Charlie that proved to be an astute claim for $62,500, as the five-year-old 
won his next start in a $100K stakes race at Indiana Grand on the Indiana 
Derby (G3) undercard. He was only beaten a neck by the top choice in last 
year’s Old Friends Stakes at Kentucky Downs, but he’s at his best when 
he’s able to dictate the pace and doesn’t figure to make the early lead in 
this spot, especially with the run-off speedster SHINING COPPER entered. 
He does run well fresh and can handle a cut in the ground should the 
course be a bit forgiving; threat. HOOTENANNY is one for his last eight 
with his only win coming in a non-classified allowance race at Belterra 
Park, but he did win the Breeder’s Cup Juvenile Turf (G1T) back in 2014 
and has a license to improve in his second start off a layoff this afternoon. 
Bay son of Quality Road will get a ground saving, stalking/pressing trip 
from his inside post draw and his at his best on the weeds at this flat-mile 
trip; using in exotic wagers. 
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SELECTIONS: 2-8-5-1 
 
 
RACE NINE—Fasig-Tipton Turf Showcase Juvenile Stakes 
The bay colt NORTHERN TRAIL ran huge at 81-1 for Hall of Famer Jack 
Van Berg, whose outfit is coming off a stellar Ellis Park meet, in his stakes 
debut, where he pressed a lightening-fast pace and hung around to be 
second, beaten two lengths by the well-regarded Dak Attack in the $75K 
Ellis Park Juvenile Stakes back on August 20. Improving son of Northern 
Afleet may be better on the weeds, as he broke his maiden on turf in 
Henderson by open lengths two starts back. He has improved as the 
distances have increased, and he responds to jockey Channing Hill’s 
handling; rates top billing. SNAPPER SINCLAIR is a $180,000 son of City 
Zip who broke his maiden for fun in his first start on the grass at Saratoga, 
where he beat a well-regarded Frankel colt trained by Todd Pletcher (Gidu) 
by four lengths. He’ll try seven-panels and winners for the first-time in this 
heat but trainer Steve Asmussen’s barn does excellent work with its 
juvenile stock, and I like that this guy is handy enough to rate and finish; 
contender. TIGERBEACH gave a good account of himself on the rise for 
trainer Larry Rivelli, as the bay split a field of six in the $112K Victoria 
Stakes at Woodbine in his synthetic surface debut. Treasure Beach (GB) 
colt seems to be at his best on turf, as he broke his maiden for fun in his 
grass debut at Indiana Grand, beating a next-out winner by open lengths in 
the process. He’ll get a ground-saving tip from his inside post draw; 
synthetic-to-turf angle has some appeal. BANTU is a well-bred son of 
Stormy Atlantic out of a Gone West mare that is cut out to be a nice colt, 
and he was only three lengths and change off the top choice in his career 
debut at Ellis back in early July for trainer Brendan Walsh. The bay has all 
kinds of upside making just his third career start, and I like the slight cut-
back to this seven-furlong trip; contends in his first crack versus winners. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-9-1-3 
 
 
RACE TEN 
The $600,000 gray son of Tapit TAPSOLUTE looks formidable in 
Wednesday’s nightcap “get out” race, as he’s bred to stay this 12 furlong 
trip and to handle turf (he’s out of a Flower Alley mare), and I like that the 
blinkers come off in this spot, which should help him relax in the early 
stages of the race and give him a chance to get this mile and a half trip. 
He’ll be forwardly placed under jockey Ricardo Santana, Jr. in a race 
without many early speed types signed on—always a good angle; rates top 
billing. HARANGUE has a penchant for minor awards (second-or-third in 
eight-of-10 lifetime starts), but he improved when trying a mile and three-
eighths trip on the grass in last start at Indiana Grand, and he’ll be tighter 
this afternoon in his second start off a layoff. Trainer Scooter Hughes sent 
out the $43 winner Bay of Puck on Labor Day at Ellis Park, and this fellow 



	 8	

is 10-1 on the morning line; contends at a square price. ICONIC has faced 
some honest company in the maiden ranks (Sakonnet, Harlan Strong, and 
Fifth Title) and has solid lifetime turf form for trainer Dale Romans. Gray 
son of Paddy O’Prado got bumped around and floated out in his last start 
and was seven-wide at the quarter-pole in the penultimate effort at 
Churchill Downs on June 30. His recent five-furlong “bullet” work in 1:00 
2/5 in Louisville on August 26 should have him on his toes, and he’ll get a 
ground saving trip on the hedge; threat. ICE IT is a consistent son of Tapit 
that has placed in eight-of-13 lifetime starts, and he’ll make the transition 
from hurdle races to the flat in this spot for top steeplechase conditioner 
Jack Fisher. One thing is for certain, this guy can stay a mile and a half, as 
he actually turns back in distance off his past 11 starts, and he’s capable of 
winning off a layoff and hasn’t been seen at the races since mid-May. Rider 
change from Forest Boyce to Joe Rocco, Jr. noted, and the five-year-old is a 
three-time winner over hurdles facing maidens on the flat. He moves up 
with any sort of cut in the ground; foolish to slight his chances. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-11-1-4   
   
   
    


