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Churchill Downs Selections 
by John M. Gaver III 
www.thesteampicks.com 

 
Churchill Downs: 2018 Spring Meeting 
Fifth Day: Friday, May 4, 2018 
Post Time: 10:30 A.M. (Eastern) 
Churchill Spring 2017 Record: 372-99-71-62—27%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
BEST BET: (#7) Vision Perfect (7th race)—3-1 M.L. 
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#3) Princessof the Nyl  (12th race)—8-1 M.L. 
 
RACE ONE 
(#4)SHE’S PRETTY LUCKY: Exits graded stakes, like 2-turn dirt play; hood “on”  
(#3)KRAM: Gets away from Blamed & stakes foes; barn firing at 27% clip in 2018 
(#5)AMERICA’S TALE: Been facing tougher foes; moves way up in mud—tighter 
(#6)GO GOOGLE YOURSELF: Consistent; never missed the tri around two-turns 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-5-6 
 
RACE TWO 
(#7)DABINETT: Big try from 9-hole on debut in 2-turn turf heat—tons of upside   
(#9)PACHINKO: Like the cutback to an 8F trip; half-sis to Gr. 1 winner Announce 
(#13 AE) HOT ZONE: Barn solid off long layoffs, gets Lasix; strong turf pedigree 
(#14 AE) BRIDALED TEMPER: Done little wrong so far; fires fresh with hood “on” 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-9-13 (Also Eligible)-14 (Also Eligible) 
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RACE THREE 
(#8)BUGLE NOTES: Half to a G2 winner, cost $825K; nice gate move on 4-18-18  
(#6)KEROS: Half-bro to Breeder’s Cup Classic (G1) hero Blame; should relish dirt 
(#1)INDUSTRIALIST: Don’t ignore if the track is muddy; cost $300K, is improving 
(#7)CUMMINGS: Sharp works for slick barn; dam stakes placed 2YO, cost $250K   
 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-1-7 
 
RACE FOUR 
(#11)KRAMPUS: Flattered by Mr Cub’s win in Thurby’s  Opening Verse S.; tighter 
(#4)FIFTH TITLE: 2-for-2 on Churchill’s turf but he has penchant for place money 
(#1)KEEP QUIET(FR): ¾’s of a length off the top choice last time—saves ground 
(#12)SAHAM: Good third vs. a salty bunch two-back; likes the Matt Winn Course 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-4-1-12 
 
RACE FIVE—Eight Belles Stakes Presented by Kentucky Trai ler (G2) 
(#6)GAS STATION SUSHI: Won G2 in 1st try vs. winners; quick pace sets up kick 
(#3)MIA MISCHIEF: Very talented but will have company from outset—tries 7F 
(#1)AMY’S CHALLENGE: Sent into hot pace from 1-hole; 3-for-3 around 1-turn 
(#5)TALK VEUVE TO ME: Beat next-out winner by 11+ in 1:09 3/5 in maiden win 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-1-5 
 
RACE SIX—La Troienne Stakes Presented by Twinspires.com (G1) 
(#3)ABEL TASMAN: The class of the field, very handy; 4 “bullets” in chamber  
(#8)MARTINI GLASS: Razor-sharp since returning to dirt; 1st-or-2nd in 11 of last 13 
(#4)IVY BELL: 5YO mare tries hard every time, likes CD; placed in 12-of-16 starts 
(#1)SALTY: Only beaten ¾’s of a length in G1 Madison S.—better around 1 turn? 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-4-1 
 
RACE SEVEN—Twin Spires Turf Sprint Presented by Twinspires.com (G3T) 
(#7)VISION PERFECT: 5F in :55 1/5 at GP; sharp in turf sprints on “firm” going  
(#9)BUCCHERO: Fast pace set up finish in G2 Shakertown; same happens today 
(#10)WILL CALL: Tough trip, soft turf hurt at Keeneland; like the slight cutback 
(#1)DELECTATION(GB): Minor Gr. 3 victor back off long layoff; won last 2 fresh 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-9-10-1 
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RACE EIGHT—Alysheba Stakes Presented by Sentient Jet (G2) 
(#4)BACKYARD HEAVEN: Freaked in 1st start vs. winners; controls pace, wire job  
(#3)ALWAYS DREAMING: Derby hero chases “Heaven” for 8.5F in paceless race 
(#8) AWESOME SLEW: Is at his best in 1-turn affairs—stalks pace stretching out? 
(#5)HOPPERTUNITY: Chances are compromised by lack of pace; hard not to like 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-8-5 
 
RACE NINE 
(#2)ELECTRIC FOREST: Freaky good debut—½ bro to speedy Maclean’s Music  
(#4)UPSET BREWING: Finished second in 60% of his starts; 7F in his wheelhouse 
(#6)DEVINE MISCHIEF: Got late in first start vs. winners at 7F, gained seasoning 
(#8)SHE’S THE BERRIES: Liking the Tapeta-to-dirt move; first-time Lasix is noted 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-6-8 
 
RACE TEN—Edgewood Stakes Presented by Forcht Bank (G3T) 
(#11)RUSHING FALL: G1 winner, has an eye-catching turn of foot; super talented  
(#3)ALTEA(FR): Flying late in stateside debut vs. G3 foes; placed in 5-of-6 starts 
(#6)DADDY IS A LEGEND: Big middle move while wide at KEE; wants “firm” turf 
(#4)FIGARELLA’S QUEEN: Won stakes in first start vs. winners—first start for Cox  
 
SELECTIONS: 11-3-6-4 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Longines Kentucky Oaks (G1) 
(#10)MIDNIGHT BISOU: SoCal invader won last 3 with aplomb; graduated in G2  
(#14)MONOMOY GIRL: Loves to win; faces toughest test to date from 14-hole 
(#13)ESKIMO KISSES: In fine fettle in 2018; upsets apple cart at a price if muddy 
(#7)RAYYA: Ran into a buzz saw last time; won last start against fillies by daylight 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-14-13-7 
 
RACE TWELVE 
(#3)PRINCESSOF THE NYL: Retained sharp form on the rise; two-turns on point  
(#10)GIO GAME: Toss Breeder’s Cup fiasco and her form is salty; 3rd off the shelf 
(#6)SHE’S A JULIE: Has yet to run poorly outside stakes company; 8.5F too far? 
(#1 POE)COGNITIVE: $500,000 filly is bred to handle 2-tuns; has company early 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-10-6-1 (Part of Entry) 
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RACE THIRTEEN 
(#2)RIZZOLI: Caught a powder keg off the layoff; has reliable late kick, tighter  
(#11)IPANEMA BEACH: In deep water in G1 Ashland—very sharp vs. maidens 
(#6)TEQUILA SUNRISE: Had excuse in lone poor effort; should like a 1-turn mile 
(#1)JAN ONE: Barn excels off lengthy layoffs; last two local breezes are smoking 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-11-6-1 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 9-13—Churchill Downs 
Friday, May 4, 2018 
50-cent play= $72 
Post time: 3:53 P.M. (Eastern) 
 
Race 9: (#2) Electric Forest (#4) Upset Brewing (#6) Devine Mischief—3 
 
Race 10: (#3) Altea (Fr) (#11) Rushing Fall—2 
 
Race 11: (#10) Midnight Bisou (#13) Eskimo Kisses (#14) Monomoy Girl—3 
 
Race 12: (#3) Princessof the Nyl (#10) Gio Game—2 
 
Race 13: (#1) Jan One (#2) Rizzoli (#6) Tequila Sunrise (#11) Ipanema Beach—4 


