
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 10: Friday, July 26, 2019 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2019 Meet Record:  
80-26-16-10—33% W, 65% ITM

BEST BET : (#3) Cruel Summer (6th race)—10-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#3) Cabot (5th  race)—8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#2) SKYCHIEF: Handy gelding tackles winners but drops down in price; sharp maiden win on Ellis turf 
(#7) STARLIN: Bay was flying late in his turf return in last outing, fits on this level—will be on scene late 
(#4) STRONGBOX: Will be much tighter in second start off a lengthy hiatus; makes a lateral class move  
(#1) ROYAL EDITION: Pedigree is main track oriented, but he drops down the ladder for “The Coach” 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-4-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#7) NEW YEAR’S LUCK: Tough beat on this class level two starts back; the turf-to-dirt play is on point 
(#6) MUG SHOT MAN: Consistent, has placed in nine-of-12 starts, the blinkers come “off”—fires fresh 
(#5) BEEMIE AWARD: His form against winners is suspect at best, however the class drop is significant 
(#1) KING FORD: Hasn’t been seen at the races since March but plummets in class—back on dirt today 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-5-1 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) JOSIE: Done little wrong, takes the next logical step up in class for the Cox Barn; first-Lasix is noted 
(#4) LADY GLAMOUR: Game third at 33-1 in $125K stakes at Churchill in last; tries allowance foes here 
(#6) MILLI STARR: Sharp maiden win at nearly 9-1 at Ellis 22 days ago; was no match for Josie in debut 
(#5) PEARL DRAGON: Sharp maiden win out of the box in Louisville—steps up the ladder off the claim 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-6-5 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#7) WISDOM AN WAR: Marked class drop for Moquett, best effort to date came off shelf; formidable 
(#4) CLIPBOARD MONEY: Poor start was costly last time, the blinkers go “on” today; fits for $16K tag 
(#8) POCHO’S DREAM: Steps up in class, but Asmussen wins at 20% clip off the claim; post a concern 
(#3) DIXIE ZAPPER: Had brutal trip in career debut at Churchill, on the drop today; 5-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-8-3 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#3) CABOT: Toss last in the Grade 3 Chick Lang S. and penultimate start in slop; a likely overlay today 
(#2) UNMATCHABLE: Beat next-out winner by open lengths in maiden win; makes first start since Oct. 
(#6) DEBATING: Placed in last four, steps up to try winners today—more interested as price increases 
(#5) STATESBORO: Set a quick pace and spit the bit off the sidelines in last; will be much tighter today 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-6-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#3) CRUEL SUMMER: Sire was a multiple graded stakes winner on turf; barn 30% clip with first-timers 
(#6) SHANGHAI’S DREAM: Is sitting on three “bullet” works—outfit is salty with its first-time starters 
(#10) MOST SANDISFACTORY: Pressed quick pace, stayed on in bow; tons of upside in second start 
(#1) PRINCE OF THIEVES: Is training forwardly, sire’s get are runners but the inside draw is a concern 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-10-1 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) SLICK SILVER: In the money in six-of-eight lifetime starts, slight class drop suits; second off layoff 
(#9) EARLY MISCHIEF: Pressed a quick early pace and got tired out of the box—drops, blinkers “on” 
(#10) BETTER CHARGE IT: He has never been in this cheap and has early speed; Hernandez, Jr. stays 
(#2) FRONT PAGE: Improved in first start off the claim for Borel Barn—liking the cutback to a 6.5F trip 
SELECTIONS: 5-9-10-2 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#1) ALIZEE: On bridle late on “good” course at Arlington in last start—overlay at 12-1 on morning line 
(#10) DIVA DAY: Not crazy about the 10-hole, but this filly has never put forth a poor effort; stalks pace 
(#5) WILDLIFE: Hooked a nice filly in Gold Standard on debut, game win in turf bow—plenty of upside 
(#6) JO MARIE: Has hints of green in pedigree and some tactical speed—responds to Court’s handling 
SELECTIONS: 1-10-5-6 
 
RACE NINE 
(#1) HELLORHIGHWATER: Hit best stride too late in the slop last time—gets back on the grass today 
(#7) TIMES SQUARE: Done little wrong, been gelded since last outing; overlay at 20-1 on morning line 
(#10) WHATA PERFECT DAY: In money in three-of-five lifetime on the weeds; third start of form cycle 
(#8) BLAME RO: Broke from the parking lot, only beaten three lengths and change on debut; improves 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-10-8 
 
 

LATE PICK 4 TICKET  
Races 6-9/ Ellis Park, Friday, July 26, 2019 
50-cent play=$27—Post time: 3:10 P.M. (Central) 
Race 6: (#3) Cruel Summer (#6) Shanghai’s Dream (#10) Most Sandisfactory—3 
Race 7: (#5) Slick Silver (#9) Early Mischief (#10) Better Charge It—3 
Race 8: (#1) Alizee (#10) Diva Day—2 
Race 9: (#1) Hellorhighwater (#7) Times Square (#8) Blame Ro—3 


