
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 15: Saturday, August 3, 2019 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2019 Meet Record:  
124-37-21-17—30% W, 60% ITM

BEST BET : (#3) Sugar Dog Fox (10th race)—3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#5) Chikara (7th race)—8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) SYRAH: Double-dip class drop is on point, Broberg wins at a 27% clip off the claim—formidable 
(#2) LUCKY BE A LADY: She had no late kick on closer’s track in last; class drop is biggest attraction 
(#5) SOUTHERN CANDY: Likely pacesetter slides in for $5K; wide trip compromised chances in last 
(#6) PEPPER THEM GIRL: Chestnut miss broke her maiden for a $5K tag; tighter in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-5-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1-POE) SUMMERDUCK: Four-pronged class drop is on the money; had a troubled, wide trip in last 
(#6) B. B. DUDE: Woke up for a nickel in Ellis debut; pressed a quick pace and stayed on in last outing 
(#4) BECAUSE IT’S TIME: Tough loss for $10K two back at Churchill; beaten fave in last at Fairmount 
(#5) DEVINE DESIRE: Bay finished well behind B. B. Dude last time but was six-wide turning for home 
SELECTIONS: 1(Part of Entry)-6-4-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#4) SYMPHONY HALL: Stalked a quick pace to no avail in last start—catches a soft crew on the drop 
(#3) BETTER BEGIN: Drops in for a quarter for Asmussen; has a license to improve in third career start 
(#9) PLUS SIZE VALUE: The wide post draw hurts, but she faces a light crew on debut for $30,000 tag 
(#5) MEAN ERIKA: Bay’s lone public gate work at The Thoroughbred Center is sharp; 12-1 on the M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-9-5 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#1-POE) SUGAR LOVE: Sharp try off the layoff in last start; liking the slight cutback to a flat mile trip 
(#7) WEB O’ GOLD: One-paced final furlong as the 5-2 chalk last time; has penchant for place money 
(#3) TAKE CHARGE GINA: Is improving for a high-percentage barn; is bred to handle extra distance 
(#2) GORGEOUS IN RAGS: Will be plenty fit turning back off a 10-furlong heat—blinkers “on” noted 
SELECTIONS: 1(Part of Entry)-7-3-2 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#5) OH MY: She’s the controlling speed, have to catch her to beat her—takes this field gate-to-wire 
(#3) LANTIZ: Toss last start on a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack; gets back on grass today, 8-1 on the M.L. 
(#6) GRANDARIA: Hasn’t been seen at the races since January; recent work sharp, is vulnerable on turf 
(#1) DON’T TELL MARGE: Bay filly is a perfect two-for-two off the shelf but is consistently inconsistent 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-6-1 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) HER KITTY: Will be much tighter in her second start off two-month plus hiatus; likes The Pea Patch 
(#3) COLONIAL JILL: Veteran was third in the key prep for this heat—in light with “bug boy” in boot 
(#10) NORTHERN CONNECT: Eight-year-old was two lengths and change behind Colonial Jill in last 
(#2) SPOOFY DOO: 7-wide at the top of the lane in last—slides into conditioned claiming ranks today 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-10-2 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) CHIKARA: Toss last—checked hard at the seven-sixteenths pole; good finish in prior start on grass 
(#7) TALAALAH: Denied in the final furlong in turf return in last but will be tighter in second off a layoff 
(#2) DIXIEINCANDYLAND: She has never been off the board on the weeds—beaten chalk in last two 
(#1) FRILLS: Well-bred, razor-sharp Keeneland tab but the one-hole is detrimental for a first-time starter 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-2-1 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#8) MEADOW DANCE: Made short work of “a other than” foes at Churchill in last; second off a layoff 
(#2) LUNAR APPROACH: In fine fettle in 2019, just a neck shy of winning past three starts; 4-1 on M.L. 
(#7) CALIENTE CANDY: She has retained good form while stepping up in class—won four of last five 
(#5) GOOD MOVE: Tough trip hurt chances last time; has won three-of-seven lifetime going six-panels 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-7-5 
 
RACE NINE 
(#3) CUBS WIN: Consistent filly hasn’t been off the board this year; she gets seven-pound weight break 
(#5) KETTLE VALLEY: Finished on the bridle while 7-wide at the three-sixteenths pole last time; tighter 
(#6) FOLLY: Appears to be a cut below other entrants in class, but went to the sidelines in good form 
(#1) GOOD CREATION: Exits the conditioned claiming ranks off a six-week plus layoff—saves ground 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-6-1 
 
RACE TEN 
(#3) SUGAR DOG FOX: Beaten three lengths and change despite a tough trip in last—significant drop 
(#1) ATTHEPEARLYGATES: Woke up for a $30,000 price tag last time; flashes speed in his turf return? 
(#5) KEEP A EYE ON MIKE: “Sneaky good” seventh-of-11 while six-wide in last; significant class drop 
(#11) GRAND MEISTER: Dirt-to-turf on point but the 11-hole hurts; more interested as price increases 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-5-11 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10/ Ellis Park, Saturday, August 3, 2019 
50-cent play=$18—Post time: 3:30 P.M. (Central) 
Race 6: (#1) Her Kitty—1 
Race 7: (#2) Dixieincandyland (#5) Chikara (#7) Talaalah—3 
Race 8: (#2) Lunar Approach (#8) Meadow Dance—2 
Race 9: (#3) Cubs Win (#5) Kettle Valley—2 
Race 10: (#1) Atthepearlygates (#3) Sugar Dog Fox (#5) Keep a Eye On Mike—3 


