
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 14: Friday, August 2, 2019 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2019 Meet Record:  
116-34-20-16—29% W, 60% ITM

BEST BET : (#1) Hardly a Secret (5th race)—4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#3) Bodefecta (6th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#2) IT’S COMPLICATED: Hasn’t been seen since December but hooks nondescript crew on the drop 
(#1) DROP DEAD GORGEOUS: Steep drop for Hobby—she will appreciate the two-turn stretch out 
(#7) EAST AND UNION: Marked class drop is on the money, but she has never hit the board on grass 
(#6) NOBLE GODDESS: Failed to menace in first start outside of California; the class drop is significant 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-7-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#6) GREEN GARNET: Sprint-to-route move is on point; improved in first start with blinkers for a nickel 
(#7) ORLEANS: Toss last on turf, gets back on the main track today; the three-pronged class drop suits 
(#1) ETSUKO: No late kick in last two at Indiana Grand for a $5,000 tag—stretches out to a flat mile trip 
(#2) SWIFTY CAUSE: Like the turf-to-dirt play, gets seven-pound weight break—10-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-1-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) ALL AROUND: Solid third for $30K tag two back; barn made most of limited opportunities in 2019  
(#5) STRATOSPHERE: The turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint angles have some appeal; on the drop for Ortiz 
(#3) ABSOLUTELY AIDEN: Spit the bit early off two-month layoff last time; will be tighter today, drops 
(#4) OVERANALYZER: Ignore last in mud in Indiana; wants, gets a “fast” strip today—G3 stakes placed 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-3-4 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) MINE INSPECTOR: Awkward start cost him the win last time; improved for Asmussen off the claim 
(#8) DATA BREACH: Just 2.5 lengths behind Mine Inspector in the key prep—third start of form cycle 
(#4) G J BUSTER: Was six-wide at the quarter-pole last time and was only a head behind Data Breach 
(#5) DADDY’S GONE: Consistent fellow has placed in 12-of-18 starts—barn wins at 27% clip off claim 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-4-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#1) HARDLY A SECRET: Just a neck shy of winning his past three starts, fires fresh—Amoss off claim 
(#6) BLUERIDGE TRAVELER: Makes first start since last April but runs well fresh—closer needs pace 
(#2) SMART REMARK: Bay is arguably at his best on a “fast” racetrack—he gets reunited with Lanerie 
(#3) GREELEY AND BEN: Won his only prior start at The Pea Patch for fun—he has sneaky back class 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-2-3 
 

RACE SIX 
(#3) BODEFECTA: Ran like he needed his last race in the slop off a long layoff; improvement is in cards 
(#8) BRANSON: Improving for a high-percentage outfit—sitting on a pair of sharp local works since last 
(#1) TROUBLING MOON: Is improving, good try off the sidelines in the slop last time—tighter today 
(#4) TELL YOUR DADDY: Heading the right way for Pessin, third off a layoff; unproven on “fast” strip 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-1-4 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#11) J ZAR: Finished on bridle in Ellis turf bow despite being bothered in the lane; wide post a concern 
(#7) ZIP YOUR LIP: Consistent, has placed in 6-of-7 starts lifetime; will be tighter, but he hooks winners 
(#6) MORNING SOCIAL: Slop-to-turf move is on target; never been worse than second on the weeds 
(#8) HE’S STYLISH: Consistent but faces winners this afternoon—been the beaten chalk in 4-of-7 starts 
SELECTIONS: 11-7-6-8 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#2) RANSACK: Gutty score off a layoff in grass return last time; first start off claim, will be tighter today 
(#6) RED AGAIN: Has been in fine fettle in 2019—won 5-of-7 starts; is unplaced in five outings on grass 
(#5) CEDAR CREEK: He will appreciate the 2-turn stretch out and the return to the grassµ10-1 on M.L. 
(#7) FLASHY JEWEL: Drops but is consistently inconsistent; will get bet, has never hit the board on turf 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-5-7 
 
 
LATE PICK 4 TICKET  
Races 5-8/ Ellis Park, Friday, August 2, 2019 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#1) Hardly a Secret—1 
Race 6: (#1) Troubling Moon (#3) Bodefecta (#8) Branson—3 
Race 7: (#6) Morning Social (#7) Zip Your Lip (#8) He’s Stylish (#11) J Zar—4 
Race 8: (#2) Ransack (#5) Cedar Creek (#6) Red Again (#7) Flashy Jewel—4 


