
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 20: Friday, August 16, 2019 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2019 Meet Record:  
173-49-29-28 —28% W, 61% ITM

BEST BET : (#3) Straight Shot (8th race)—5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#7) Millwood (3rd race)—4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#4) RHODA’S JEWELL: Like the cutback to an eight-panel trip—the turf-to-dirt move is on the money  
(#1) EAST AND UNION: Plummets in class, will be tighter in second off the sidelines; gets back on dirt 
(#7) FRIGID: Bay filly has never been in this cheap; she has license to improve in second start off a layoff 
(#6) WOODY’S REWARD: No impact for a nickel in last start, but Lanerie stays; demand a square price 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-7-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) BETTER BEGIN: Heads down the ladder for Asmussen, is improving—6-panel trip in wheelhouse 
(#1-POE) KYLIES CHARM: Finished on the bridle vs. straight maidens in Indiana; in for $16K tag here 
(#3) TWO MORE TIMES: Best form in the past has been on dirt, the class drop is significant—5-1 M.L. 
(#4) RULE THE DAY: Has :22 and change early lick, gets seven-pound weight break; lateral class move 
SELECTIONS: 5-1 (Part of Entry)-3-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) MILLWOOD: Woke up on this level in last start; demonstrated marked improvement with blinkers 
(#8) MONEY TREND: Was the beaten chalk in Ohio in last race—will appreciate the stretch out to 8F 
(#9) STARLIN: Bay fellow is at his best around two-turns on the main track but gets reunited with Baze 
(#6) CLAUDE: Exits restricted company but drops down in price, the blinkers go “on”—he gets in light 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-9-6 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) CAMPAIGN SPY: Went to the shelf in good form for Catalano—he’s sitting on a sharp 5F breeze 
(#7) UPTAKE: Barn hits at 26% clip with stock debuting in maiden claiming ranks; well-bred, cost 6 figs 
(#6) MACHO MADNESS: Lost all chance at the start in career debut—tighter with 8F race under belt 
(#1) ECHELON: Significant drop, been gelded, blinkers go “on”; is bred to love surface change to dirt 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-6-1 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#1) SURE THING SHEILA: She has placed in 11 of her past 13 outings—fires fresh for Broberg Barn 
(#2) LUCY’S TOWN: Handy bay mare has won four-of-six starts off the claim—placed in 3-of-4 on dirt 
(#8) NO CACHA NA (CHI): Got late but held on in the shadow of the wire last time; early pace factor 
(#6) LADY CLEOPATRA: Has tactical speed, won last start off a layoff, 8-1 on morning line; tick cheap 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-8-6 
 

RACE SIX 
(#3) TRUST IN LOVE: Continues class descent for Bradley, will appreciate the extra sixteenth; tighter 
(#1) MACHO ORB: Recent form is dicey, but she’s on the drop for Tomlinson—Lanerie saves ground 
(#6) SEVEN JEWELS: Had a wide post position, trip in first start off a long layoff; improvement in cards 
(#4) SHE’S SO SWEET: Tardy start compromised her chances in bow—plenty of upside in second start 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-6-4 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#1A-POE) VERB: Improving, has :21 and change early lick, G3 stakes-placed sprinting; 7F trip on point 
(#7) VIOLATOR: Finished last in 4-horse field in bow in NYC but will be tighter in 2nd start for Asmussen 
(#11) SUGGESTED: Win-early pedigree but wide post hurts—full-bro to stakes-winner Order and Law  
(#3) PEPPER PIKE: Dam was undefeated; he’s a half-bro to multiple graded stakes winner Avery Island 
SELECTIONS: 1A (Part of Entry)-7-11-3 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) STRAIGHT SHOT: Awkward start cost him the win last time at 4-5, “bullet” work since; formidable 
(#5) ALWAYS A SUSPECT: Drops in for a quarter in first off claim for Greg Foley—sharp in Ellis debut 
(#1) D SQUARED: Barn hits at 32% strike rate off claim; first-or-second in four-of-five dirt starts lifetime 
(#8) MONTMARTRE: Second behind next-out winner at Del Mar in last start off shelf; first start for Cox 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-1-8 
 
RACE NINE 
(#1) LUCKY VISIT: On bridle late versus $30,000 types in last start, in for $16K today; holds all the aces  
(#3) ELLE FACTOR: Has finished in the money in seven-of-12 lifetime starts—never been in this cheap  
(#6) TALE OF LA COMETE: Woke up in dirt debut at Fairmount, lateral class move; stalks in vanguard 
(#5) ADHERETOME: Sports gap-free public work tab since early June—sitting on sharp 5-panel breeze 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-6-5 
 
PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Ellis Park, Friday, August 16, 2019 
50-cent play=$8—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#1) Sure Thing Shelia (#2) Lucy’s Town—2 
Race 6: (#1) Macho Orb (#3) Trust in Love (#4) She’s So Sweet (#6) Seven Jewels—4 
Race 7: (#1A-POE) Verb (#7) Violator—2 
Race 8: (#3) Straight Shot—1 
Race 9: (#1) Lucky Visit—1 
 
 


