
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 18: Saturday, August 10, 2019 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2019 Meet Record:  
153-46-26-25 —30% W, 63% ITM

BEST BET : (#6) Vencedora (5th race)—6-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#6) Witez (7th race)—15-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) TAY TOWN: Five-wide at the quarter-pole but only beaten 2+ lengths in turf debut—5-1 on M.L. 
(#9) YASS QUEEN: Like the cutback to 5.5F, catches a weak crew on the drop; dirt-to-turf has appeal 
(#4) MAGNA G FORCE: Will be much tighter in second start off 10-month+ hiatus; speed & fade play 
(#5) SPEED TOO TUME: She gave way in the final furlong but improved on this class level in last start 
SELECTIONS: 1-9-4-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#2) OLYMPIC SMOKE: The class drop is significant; just missed for $5K three starts back at Churchill 
(#6) DESERT THIEF: Fits vs. open $5K types; barn finished first-or-second with 11-of-18 starters at tilt 
(#1) MISS VICKI: Turf-to-dirt play is on point but last win was vs. conditioned claiming types in Indiana 
(#5) SHE IS GORGEOUS: Consistent, placed in 14-of-22 lifetime starts; in light with “bug boy” in boot 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-1-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#3) SOUTHERN HUMOR: Fits for a $7,500 price tag, turf-to-dirt move right on target; flashes speed? 
(#8) SALTY CARAMEL: Catches soft bunch out of box for a $7,500 tag; 8-panels is tricky for first-timers 
(#6) MALIBU MO: Beaten favorite in last two starts but goes down the ladder today for Asmussen Barn 
(#2) MOOSE GOT EVEN: Woke up on this level last time but returns to the main track today; 5-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-6-2 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) MALIBU WOOD: Need-the-lead type drops in for a nickel for McKnight—jock hustles from outset  
(#8) BIG KICK: 10-year-old vet has placed in six-of-nine starts in ‘19; stalked slow pace, rolled by in last 
(#3) DUE TO HIS CHARM: 13 lengths off the win in last start against open claiming rivals; he likes Ellis 
(#5) POCKET PERSONALITY: Just lost “three lifetime” condition, but barn wins at a 20% clip off claim 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-3-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#6) VENCEDORA: Improved on this class level in last start; is bred to relish a two-turn trip on the grass 
(#3) PROFESSIONAL: 6-wide at three-sixteenths pole in last but finished on the bridle vs. similar rivals 
(#1) FRONT PAGE: Continues class descent, “Bo Rail” saves ground; is wheeled back off 14 days rest 
(#9) ZOOMER: Sitting on sharp 5-panel breeze, like the blinkers “off” play; has never been in this cheap 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-1-9 
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) UNBRIDLED OUTLAW: Lone speed, great post out of the chute—have to catch him to beat him 
(#2) ITALIAN CHARM: 6YO has hit the board in five-of-eight starts in 2019; seven-furlongs too short? 
(#5) FIFTH TITLE: Sharp work since last outing, drops in class—won’t have to face Concord Fast today 
(#4) ALL ABOUT ASHLEY: He will appreciate the cutback to a seven-panel trip; he has tactical speed  
SELECTIONS: 6-2-5-4 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#6) WITEZ: Is bred to handle the stretch out to eight-panels, first-time Lasix, tighter—15-1 on the M.L. 
(#8) JEZEBEL’S KITTEN: Sitting on sharp work; barn wins at 17% clip w/ first-timers going beyond 8F 
(#3) EXTRA ATTENTION: Godolphin homebred’s dam was a stakes winner; sitting on pair of “bullets” 
(#7) RAIN DANCE: Barn likes to race its stock into shape, but she cost $200,000—is training forwardly 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-3-7 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) TAKE CHARGE D’ORO: Like the dirt-to-turf move—stalks the pace in the vanguard under Mena 
(#6) BRIAR JUMPER: Dyed-in-wool closer needs early pace, but there isn’t any signed on in this heat 
(#7) HURRY BACK: Makes his first start for a tag, blinkers come “off”—third start of current form cycle 
(#8) LO’S JOURNEY: Best recent finish was on this class level; may need a race off near 4-month layoff 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-7-8 
 
RACE NINE 
(#10) ENCINITAS: Finished second in past three starts, improved with Lasix—gets picture taken today 
(#5) MR DUMAS: Solid third off an extended layoff last time, much tighter this afternoon; cost $100,000 
(#9) RAYO DE LUZ: Full-bro to the stakes winner Salmanazar—Asmussen is salty with first-time starters 
(#12) NOLA WIN: Has license to move forward in second start off a layoff—behind top two picks in last 
SELECTIONS: 10-5-9-12 
 
RACE TEN 
(#1) EVEN BEAT: Anticipated quick early pace sets up late kick, jock saves ground—on the scene late 
(#2) FOCUSED: Fits with these but has been stuck in this condition for over a year; likes minor awards 
(#6) FIGHTRESS: Fleet of foot filly will get hooked from the get-go; hangs on for part with a top effort 
(#8) TALBEYA: Makes third start off the shelf, exits a “live” heat, at best on turf, 8-1 on M.L.; lots to like 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-6-8 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10/ Ellis Park, Saturday, August 10, 2019 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 5:10 P.M. (Central) 
Race 6: (#6) Unbridled Outlaw—1 
Race 7: (#3) Extra Attention (#6) Witez (#7) Rain Dance (#8) Jezebel’s Kitten—4 
Race 8: (#3) Take Charge d’Oro (#6) Briar Jumper (#7) Hurry Back—3 
Race 9: (#5) Mr Dumas (#9) Rayo de Luz (#10) Encinitas—3 
Race 10: (#1) Even Beat (#8) Talbeya—2 
 
 


