
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 September Meet 
Day 2: Saturday, September 14, 2019 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Central)  

 

2019 September Meet Record:  
10-2-0-2—20% W, 40% ITM

BEST BET: (#3) Scabbard (10th race)—5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#2) Shanghai’s Dream (4th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#5) ECHELON: Is the lone speed on paper, jock had two-bagger Friday; takes this crew gate-to-wire 
(#2) MACHO MADNESS: He’s improving for McPeek, will appreciate the extra sixteenth; 5-1 on M.L. 
(#1) NAPOLEON’S EMPIRE: Deep closer will need an honest pace and a clean trip to get home first 
(#8) AUTUMN RULER: Tried 10F out of the box on a speed-favoring strip; been gelded, gets blinkers 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-1-8 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) GRIT AND GLORY: Game stepping up in class at Spa; will be plenty fit turning back off 9F heat 
(#3) GALINDO: Been gelded since last start, never worse than second at Churchill; one-turn mile suits 
(#5) I ’M BUSY: He’s the speed of the speed, but he got way late in last start; stays an eight-panel trip? 
(#6) LNGTERMRELATIONSHIP: Beaten chalk in Virginia in last outing; has good post out of the chute 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-5-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#9) BANGO: Wide post, trip compromised chances in last start; will be tighter today, C-Lan in the boot 
(#12) BAUDETTE BLIZZARD: Denied in last two in Indiana at short odds but is improving—good post 
(#3) FEARLESS ROCKET: Disappointed on debut at Ellis, but he has license to improve in second start 
(#2) INDIAN CROSS: Marked improvement on sloppy, sealed strip at Saratoga—propensity to drift out 
SELECTIONS: 9-12-3-2 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) SHANGHAI’S DREAM: Carved out a quick pace, stayed on in main track debut; speed, fade play 
(#11) BEVERLY PARK: Sneaky good try from 1-hole on debut at Colonial; dam a multiple stakes winner 
(#1) ANSWER IN: Son of Dialed In cost 6-figs, barn wins at a 22% clip with first-time starters; post hurts 
(#4) LAND GRANT: Sire two-time G3 winner going 8-panels—last two Churchill breezes are very sharp 
SELECTIONS: 2-11-1-4 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#5) HOMEBRED: Calumet homebred bred to relish the extra distance; love rider change to Irad Ortiz 
(#7) IN THE DEEP: Has a dirt router’s pedigree but cost $650,000—formidable jockey & trainer combo 
(#6) SUGGESTED: Stalked a moderate pace but had no kick on debut at Ellis; bred to handle the grass 
(#9) LIDO LEGACY: Lunged at the start and lost all chance on debut at Saratoga—gets first-time Lasix 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-6-9 
 

RACE SIX 
(#3) UBER KIRK: Chestnut has annexed three-of-five starts under Twin Spires; Jose Ortiz, Jr. in the irons 
(#4) STRAIGHT SHOT: Bankrupt in final furlong in two starts against winners at low odds; blinkers “on” 
(#6) BOURBON CALLING: In deep water in G2 Amsterdam Stakes in last; placed in 4-of-5 at Churchill 
(#2) VOLATILE: Precocious pedigree, cost $850K, has big time upside; got time after big maiden score 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-6-2 



 

RACE SEVEN—Open Mind Stakes 
(#7) AMERICA’S TALE: Handy, exits graded stakes races; has a pair of wins at Churchill to her credit 
(#4) HONEY BUNNY: Hard-knocking bay mare has won 60% of her starts in 2019; Tapeta-to-dirt play 
(#1) DIVINE QUEEN: Horse for the course has won three-of-four in Louisivlle—“Bo Rail” scrapes paint 
(#5) HEADLAND: Steps up to stakes company but is in fine fettle—won six of past eight starts; tighter 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-1-5 
 

RACE EIGHT—Locust Grove Stakes (G3) 
(#3) MYLADY CURLIN: Won last five at five different racetracks, is very tractable; liking cutback to 8.5F 
(#5) ESCAPE CLAUSE: Went off at 4-5 but was no match for Mylady Curlin at Thisledown; is G1 placed 
(#4) SKEPTIC: Bay filly has an affinity for a mile and a sixteenth trip and is 20-1 on morning line—tighter 
(#7) GO GOOGLE YOURSELF: Pressed a quick pace and kicked on in Ellis stakes score; 1-for-7 at CD 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-4-7 
 
RACE NINE—Pocahontas Stakes (G2) 
(#3) PORTRAIT: Talented, ran off the T.V. screen in dirt debut at Pea Patch—upside in just third start 
(#6) MORNING GOLD: Eye-catching maiden win in 2-turn turf race at Saratoga; bred to love the dirt 
(#5) BLOOD CURDLING: Fed Biz filly is a half-sis to the stakes winner Paid Up Subscriber; cost $325K  
(#4) LAZY DAISY: Connections must like her to have tried her in the G1 Del Mar Debutante—8-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-5-4 
 
RACE TEN—Iroquois Stakes (G3) 
(#3) SCABBARD: Finished on the bridle in G2 Saratoga Special; anticipated quick pace sets up late kick 
(#4) ROWDY YATES: Done little wrong, is G3 stakes-placed at Churchill Downs—need-the-lead type? 
(#8) DENNIS’ MOMENT: Race shape from pace perspective hurts chances, gets bet; sizzling work tab 
(#7) JUGGERNAUT: Fleet-of-foot colt was razor-sharp from wide post draw in maiden score; fuels pace 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-8-7 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#3) SPRAWL: Ran into a buzz saw in Gozilla out of the box at Saratoga; posted sharp 4F breeze since 
(#9) HILLBILLY DELUXE: Improved in dirt debut, bred to handle the extra distance; probable overlay 
(#10) CELTIC MISCHIEF: Into Mischief colt cost six-figs, hails from high-percentage outfit; formidable 
(#12) STRIKE APPEAL: Professional second on debut at Ellis Park—wide post is O.K. out of the chute 
SELECTIONS: 3-9-10-12 
 
 
LATE PICK 4 TICKET  
Races 8-11/ Churchill Downs, Saturday, September 14, 2019 
50-cent play=$18—Post time: 4:21 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 8: (#3) Mylady Curl in—1 
Race 9: (#3) Portrait (#5) Blood Curdling (#6) Morning Gold—3 
Race 10: (#3) Scabbard (#4) Rowdy Yates (#8) Dennis’ Moment—3 
Race 11: (#3) Sprawl (#9) Hil lbi l ly Deluxe (#10) Celtic Mischief (#12) Strike Appeal—4 
 
 
 


