
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 27: Sunday, September 1, 2019 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2019 Meet Record:  
*219-64-41-35 —29% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET : (#3) Quiet Dawn (8th race)—5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#4) Idle Hour (7th race)—10-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) NOCTURNAL MISSION: Hooks a soft crew on the drop, in light, stalks in vanguard—formidable 
(#2) THEA BEE: Good third at 18-1 vs. similar stock last time, reunited with Beschizza; at best going 6F 
(#1) FLATOUTANDFOXY: Closer should get a legit pace to set up late kick; neck off Thea Bee in last 
(#5) CAFE MISCHIEF: Failed to menace in first start against winners but drops down ladder; 20-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-1-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) JUMPIN THRU HOOPS: Big drop in class for Miller, has :22 & change early lick; holds all the aces 
(#7) ALEX OF ICE: Third behind next-out winner in first start off a layoff; barn wins at 24% clip off claim 
(#5) EVISCERATOR: The class drop is significant, but he hasn’t been seen at the races since June 2018 
(#1-POE) POPCORN FOR EDDIE: 1-paced in first two starts but has license to improve in 2nd off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-5-1 (Part of Entry) 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) SLICK SILVER: Beaten chalk in past three, but he catches field today that he can beat on the drop 
(#1) TROPICAL COGNAC: He gets some needed class relief in this spot; ran well in last start off shelf 
(#2) MOUNTAIN DIVISION: Demonstrated improvement when turning back in distance—C-Lan stays 
(#5) GREELEY CAN WIN: Double-dip class drop appealing, gets reunited with Borel—dirt-to-turf play 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-2-5 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#1) BOX OF CHOCOLATES: Stalks the pace, saves ground from 1-hole; won when last seen for a tag 
(#3) TROY OUNCE: Beaten just three lengths vs. open $50K types two back—turf-to-dirt play on point 
(#7) KING FORD: Ran like he needed his last start off a lengthy layoff, will be tighter today; 6-1 on M.L. 
(#5) PALMER’S WAY: Woke up on the drop to the $30K level in last race, in logical spot here—in light 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-7-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#3) SENIOR JOBIM: Loving the cutback to a six-furlong trip, the blinkers “off” move is the key; drops 
(#7) ROCKSHAW: Sitting on a sharp half-mile move in :47 flat at Churchill; big class drop for Moquett 
(#4) NICE OF ME: Third behind a next-out winner in first crack at winners at Indiana Grand; has upside 
(#5) TRES EQUIS: Placed in nine of last 18 starts and won’t have to deal with Pat Daddy today; 6-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-4-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#4) GRAN RED: Finished on the bridle in last start for a nickel at The Pea Patch; runs for Hernandez, Jr. 
(#2) MATT’S HONEY: The turf-to-dirt move is on the money, creeps down in class; likes 2-turns on dirt 
(#9) MACHA’S REWARD: Heads down to the cellar; gets break in weights with “bug boy” in the boot 
(#7) VERITAS: Well-beaten as the chalk on this class level in last, but he was five-wide turning for home 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-9-7 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#4) IDLE HOUR: The speed of the speed on paper, is bred to relish extra distance—10-1 morning line 
(#7) INTROSPECTION: License for continued improvement in third start of form cycle; she’s consistent 
(#6) PERFECT REINS: 2.5 lengths to the good of Introspection in last start—she’ll be on the scene late 
(#5) SARACOSA: Well-beaten chalk in last but chances were compromised by speed-favoring racetrack 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-6-5 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) QUIET DAWN: Flattered by Jezebel’s Kitten’s win in a Ky. Downs stake yesterday; she’s improving 
(#11) ITALIAN JUSTICE: Bred top and bottom to handle the extra terrain and surface chance to grass 
(#9) SOOTHSAYING: Solid turf pedigree, but 2-turns a tall order out of box; sharp blowout on 8/27/19 
(#4) WILD LOVE: Asmussen first-timer has gap-free public work tab since mid-June; distance a concern 
SELECTIONS: 3-11-9-4 
 
RACE NINE 
(#7) FLAT AWESOME JENNY: The cutback to a six-panel trip is key; is reunited with Hernandez, Jr. 
(#5) C P QUALITY: The turf-to-dirt play is appealing, gets a positive rider change to Lanerie; overlay? 
(#6) TAKE CHARGE ERICA: Handy filly is riding two-race win streak in Henderson but steps up ladder 
(#8) VEILED VIXEN: Turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint angles in her favor—responds to Tyler Baze’s handling 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-6-8 
 
RACE TEN 
(#2) HONG KONG HELEN: Has dirt router’s pedigree, but barn is salty with its 2YO first-time starters 
(#8) A WICKED WILDCAT: Chestnut filly exits a “live” heat, tighter in second off a layoff; 15-1 on M.L. 
(#3) HOLLEE PEACH: “Sneaky good” try from the one-hole in career debut, has upside—likely overlay 
(#5) KODIKOVA (IRE): Been firing bullets at will of late in A.M.; is bred to love going short on the turf 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-3-5 
 
 
LATE PICK 4 TICKET  
Races 7-10/ Ellis Park, Sunday, September 1, 2019 
50-cent play=$16—Post time: 3:40 P.M. (Central) 
Race 7: (#4) Idle Hour—1 
Race 9: (#3) Quiet Dawn (#11) Italian Justice—2 
Race 9: (#5) C P Quality (#6) Take Charge Erica (#7) Flat Awesome Jenny (#8) Veiled Vixen—4 
Race 10: (#2) Hong Kong Helen (#3) Hollee Peach (#5) Kodikova (Ire) (#8) A Wicked Wildcat—4 
 
* Picks not provided for the Sunday, August 18 program. 


