
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KENTUCKY DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Meeting 
Day 3: Saturday, September 7, 2019 
Post Time: 12:15 P.M. (Central)  

 

2019 Meet Record:  
20-3-3-4 —15% W, 50% ITM

BEST BET: (#8) Lemniscate (4th race)—9-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#4) Cambria (6th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#9) AMEERAH B: Stalks an anticipated quick pace in vanguard, rolls on by in the lane; tighter, 5-1 M.L. 
(#10) BRITTAS BAY: Improvement likely in third off a layoff, “bullet” noted; penchant for place money 
(#3) ILHA DO MEL: Big try on debut at Santa Anita at 132-1—hasn’t been seen since December 2018 
(#8) STOLEN BEAUTY: Fleet-of-foot filly will have company from the get-go—she’s improving, tighter 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-3-8 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) MOKHEEF: Maryland invader hooks a nondescript crew in Kentucky Downs debut—saves ground 
(#3) SPLIT THE WICKETS: A tick cheap but has won two of past three starts on the turf; distance suits 
(#6) UCANTHANKMELATER: Hard Spun gelding will appreciate the extra terrain; positive jock change 
(#8) ARTISTIC: Good try in first crack at winners at Indiana Grand—loving the dirt-to-turf play, overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-6-8 
 

RACE THREE 
(#8) MELISSANI: Fourth behind a next-out winner in two-turn turf race on debut; improvement in cards 
(#9) EDGEE ANGEL: Exits a pair of “live” races, marked improvement in turf debut at Ellis; stalks pace 
(#4) SWANAGE: Love the cutback to an eight-furlong trip, is improving; Maker Barn overdue for a win 
(#5) BIRIBA: Game third at a tricky 7F distance on debut at The Pea Patch—dirt-to-turf play has appeal 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-4-5 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#8) LEMNISCATE: Toss both starts in graded stakes—he looks salty, broke maiden on turf; is 9-2 M.L. 
(#10) I  CAN DO ANYTHING: Gray has never been off the board on the weeds—6.5-furlong trip suits 
(#1) PREACHER POWER: Barn wins at a 23% clip in route-to-sprint situations; sitting on sharp 4F work 
(#7) ITALIANO: Ascends class ladder, but barn hits at 24% strike rate off claim; loving the rider change 
SELECTIONS: 8-10-1-7 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#5) LIFE MISSION: Chestnut is at his best in turf sprints, jock off to a good start at tilt—on scene late 
(#8) SPECIAL RESERVE: Has done little wrong; addition of blinkers may help him finish on the bridle 
(#2) MIDNIGHT OASIS: The slop-to-turf play has some appeal, gets first-time Lasix; cutback on point 
(#7) GRIT AND CURIOSITY: Back fresh, caught “sloppy”, sealed strips in first three; tries grass today 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-2-7 
 

RACE SIX—Kentucky Downs Juvenile Turf Sprint Stakes 
(#4) CAMBRIA: Undefeated, annexed her first start vs. winners on Tapeta; love surface change to grass  
(#10) ALCOOLS: Impressed on debut at Woodbine, love barn change—tons of upside in second start 
(#9) CHIMNEY ROCK: Flying late at Saratoga in last on the cutback to a 5.5-furlong trip; Ortiz, Jr. stays 
(#5) SOUPER DORMY: Dead-game in Ellis debut, dam was a multiple stakes winner on turf; big upside 
SELECTIONS: 4-10-9-5 



 

RACE SEVEN—Runhappy Turf Sprint Stakes (G3T) 
(#9) STORMY LIBERAL: Veteran is the class of field; much tighter in second start off a 5-month layoff 
(#6) WHITE FLAG: Just missed as the favorite in this heat in 2018, he runs for Rosario; fires fresh today 
(#3) IMPRIMIS: Split tough field in Group 1 at Ascot, loves to win races; won last two with Paco in boot 
(#8) LEINSTER: Sharper than jailhouse coffee since connections turned him back on turf; third off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 9-6-3-8 
 

RACE EIGHT—Three Chimneys Ladies Turf Stakes (G3T) 
(#7) MITCHELL ROAD: In deep in Gr. 1 Diana Stakes on “good” going—back on “firm” ground today  
(#8) SENSITIVE: Consistent mare has placed in 10-of-14 lifetime starts, has board finish locally; overlay? 
(#2) SIMPLY BREATHLESS (GB): Love the cutback to a flat mile trip; Flo has been in the zone at meet 
(#3) KALLIO: Heading the right way for Walsh, he responds to Gaffalione’s handling; 10-1 morning line 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-2-3 
 
RACE NINE—Spendthrift Farm Ladies Sprint Stakes (G3T) 
(#3) OLEKSANDRA (AUS): Two lengths and change shy of winning past four on turf; holds all the aces 
(#10) RUBY NOTION: Defending champ was 6-wide at 1/8th-pole in last but was getting to top choice 
(#6) PAINTING CONRNERS: Downhill turf specialist has won a pair of stakes in ‘19—gets Santana, Jr. 
(#7) MORTICIA: Honest bay mare seems to have lost a step of late but runs for Gaffalione; 3 for last 15 
SELECTIONS: 3-10-6-7 
 
RACE TEN—Calumet Farm Kentucky Turf Cup Stakes (G3T) 
(#10) ARKLOW: Defending champ just missed in Gr. 1 stakes three starts back; salty jock/trainer combo 
(#9) ZULU ALPHA: Sitting on a sharp 5-furlong breeze, both wins this year in graded stakes; formidable 
(#11) CAMPAIGN: West Coast raider annexed two races at Kentucky Downs in 2018 in seven-day span 
(#5) BIGGER PICTURE: Veteran has placed in 10-of-14 12-furlong turf starts—will be on the scene late 
SELECTIONS: 10-9-11-5 
 
 
ALL STAKES PICK 5 TICKET (14% takeout)  
Races 6-10/ Kentucky Downs, Saturday, September 7, 2019 
50-cent play=$54—Post time: 3:05 P.M. (Central) 
Race 6: (#4) Cambria (#10) Alcools—2 
Race 7: (#3) Imprimis (#6) White Flag (#9) Stormy Liberal—3 
Race 8: (#2) Simply Breathless (GB) (#7) Mitchell Road (#8) Sensit ive—3 
Race 9: (#3) Oleksandra (Aus) (#10) Ruby Notion—2 
Race 10: (#9) Zulu Alpha (#10) Arklow (#11) Campaign—3 
 
 
 


