
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Fall  Meet 
Day 3: Thursday, October 31, 2019 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2019 Fall Meet Record:  
21-6-5-1: 29% W, 57% ITM, $1.59 ROI

BEST BET: (#1) Noble Thought (8th race)—9-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#11) One Man Party (10th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) SOCIAL CIRCLE: Figured to need last race off near 3-month layoff; handles surface with moisture 
(#6) SWISS DOT: Improved but one-paced final eighth for $30K tag in last; is bred to handle off going 
(#1) SKIP AND A HOP: Big improvement since returning main track two back; won prior outing in slop 
(#2) READY ORB NOT: Improved off the shelf when blinkers came off; well-beaten in only start in mud 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-1-2 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) STREET FLYER: Stalks anticipated quick pace in the vanguard; is bred to handle a sloppy racetrack 
(#3) COMPETITIVE QUEEN: “Cat hopped” for a quarter at Belterra, “bullet” work since; handles slop 
(#4) CONTENDRESS: The class drop is significant, but she’s unproven on the “off” going; takes action 
(#2) SYMPHONY HALL: Game third vs. open $40,000 types in penultimate start; fuels quick early pace 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-4-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) EAGLE PASS: Mud lark has annexed three-of-four races in the slop; barn wins at 21% clip off claim 
(#5) EL RUBIO: Chestnut has won his last three outings on dirt but slop is the x-factor—Amoss off claim 
(#4) CURLINS VOW: Slides in for a quarter for Montano, placed in three-of-five on off strips—5-1 M.L. 
(#3) HINTON: Won 5-of-8 starts but the drop sends up red flags off 19-month layoff; watching this one 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-4-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) SWEET DIANE: Is capable fresh, exits a Grade 3 stakes race, handles an off track; lots to like here 
(#4) REMEDY: Probable fave has been facing better foes, good second in prior start in slop; formidable 
(#7) SHACKLETTE: Continued improvement likely in third start of form cycle—good post out of chute 
(#6) RAHWAY: Went to the sidelines in fine fettle but is three for his past 20; long time between drinks 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-7-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#9) QUIET DAWN: Plummets in class for Sharp, like the turf-to-slop play; the cutback to 6-panels suits 
(#4) INDELLIBLY: Will be plenty fit with 8-furlong turf race under belt, turf-to-slop; speed and fade play 
(#7) STELIA: The class drop is significant, slow start hurt chances in career debut; wheeled back quickly 
(#5) BAYTOWN MILLI: Recent form is scary, but the turf-to-slop play has some appeal—value on tote 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-7-5 
 

RACE SIX—OFF TURF (9F main track) 
(#1) ONE LAST STRIKE: Back into starter company, is reunited with Gaffalione—bred to handle mud 
(#9) MY SIXTH SENSE: Sports spotty form in the slop—the beaten chalk in past two main track starts 
(#8) CHANGI: Gets class relief, the cutback to a nine-panel trip suits; was unplaced in lone start in slop 
(#4) RUN RITE: Placed in 70% of his lifetime starts, has a board finish in the slop; late kick fairly reliable 
SELECTIONS: 1-9-8-4 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#3) CLUB CAR: Solid 2nd off near 5-month layoff, tighter here; double-tough with the scratch of Tipazar 
(#4) AWESOME ONE: Set pace, game second in last start on a “sloppy”, sealed strip—likely overlay? 
(#8) ZEBECCA: The route-to-sprint play is on the money—was five-wide at the quarter-pole in last start 
(#2) WHIMSICAL MUSE: Improving, is bred to handle the sloppy going—plenty of upside in third start 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-8-2 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#1) NOBLE THOUGHT: Hard-knocking six-year-old is a perfect 2-for-2 in the slop; ground-saving trip 
(#4) HAWAAKOM: Needs pace, a clean trip but form is salty vs. optional claiming/allowance company 
(#7) TROUBLING MOON: Won first start against winners going a one-turn mile; 2-turns in wheelhouse 
(#8) ESKENFORIT: Has improved since the blinkers came off 5 starts back; responds to Saez’s handling 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-7-8 
 
RACE NINE—OFF TURF (8.5F main track) 
(#2) CHEWING GUM: Done little wrong, has big time off track pedigree; sharp 3-panel blowout 10-27 
(#3) THE ROCK SAYS: Consistent, will be tighter in second start off the shelf; he graduated in the slop 
(#4) KID LEMUEL: Unproven in the slop but ran huge in prior start on the main track; he runs for C-Lan 
(#14) MORNING SOCIAL: Recent form is sketchy, but he likes the main track in Louisville and the slop 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-4-14 
 
RACE TEN 
(#11) ONE MAN PARTY: Love post out of the chute, double-dip drop—broke maiden in slop, overlay 
(#1) HONDURAS: In a snug spot for a dime for a high-percentage barn; post, sloppy track the concerns 
(#9) DRUNKEN FRIDAYS: 2-pronged class drop on point, but he’s zero-for-10 at CD; is winless in slop 
(#6) STARLIN: 2nd-of-5 at Belterra on a speed-favoring strip in last, lackluster CD form; wants fast going 
SELECTIONS: 11-1-9-6 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, October 31, 2019 
50-cent play=$40.50—Post time: 3:36 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#1) One Last Strike (#8) Changi (#9) My Sixth Sense—3 
Race 7: (#3) Club Car—1 
Race 8: (#1) Noble Thought (#4) Hawaakom (#7) Troubling Moon—3 
Race 9: (#2) Chewing Gum (#3) The Rock Says (#4) Kid Lemuel—3 
Race 10: (#1) Honduras (#9) Drunken Fridays (#11) One Man Party—3 
 
 
 
 


