
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEENELAND SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Fall  Meet 
Day 17: Saturday, October 26, 2019 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2019 Fall Meet Record:  
152-35-33-17: 23% W, 56% ITM, $1.64 ROI

BEST BET: (#4) Matheson (5th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Americain Joey (4th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#2) MISS FIRECRACKER: Controls pace, double-tough with late scratch of Ready to Charm—on drop 
(#5) HERCULINA: Was entered for $35K tag—8F on turf at Gulfstream West; barn salty with first-timers 
(#6) BLACKBERRY LISA: Local gate works are sharp; faces a light crew on debut for $50,000 price tag 
(#3) CRAFTY LADY: Toss debut—got pinched back at the start, gets first-time Lasix; 15-1 morning line 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-6-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#2) FULL OF GRACE: Heads down the ladder, gets wheeled back off 20 days rest; blinkers go “on” 
(#3) HIGHLAND LASS: Bred to handle the slop, Diodoro off claim, significant drop—lots to like here 
(#4) LUNA FORTIS: Cuts back to a sprint off claim but steps up ladder—wide trip hurt chances in last 
(#7) BLUE SKY IN DIXIE: Set quick pace, spit bit for a $50K tag 20 days ago; drops, Gaffalione stays 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-4-7 
 

RACE THREE—OFF TURF (8.5F main track) 
(#2) MEMORABLE: Bred to relish off going, broke maiden on “sloppy”, sealed track; holds all the aces 
(#5) KID MERCURY: Gray is bred top & bottom to handle a route of ground in the slop; exits G3 stakes 
(#7) STREET READY: Is improving for Wilkes, bred to handle slop, upside in third start—hooks winners 
(#1) THE GRAY BLUR: The turf-to-slop play has some appeal—he has been facing tougher adversaries 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-7-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#5) MACHO JACK: Mild improvement for a $50,000 tag at Churchill; should skip over the “off” going 
(#6) GROVE DADDY: Figured to need last race off a near 5-month hiatus—local record, slop a concern 
(#7) JOSIE BOY: Has license for continued improvement in third start off a layoff; like cutback to 7F trip 
(#8) THE DUSTMAN: Demonstrated mild improvement in first start for a tag; he has been gelded since 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-7-8 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#4) MATHESON: Sitting on sharp local gate work, barn wins at 20% clip with first-timers; will love slop 
(#3) WELLS BAYOU: Smoked four-panels out of the gate at Keeneland in :46 4/5 on 10-13; cost 6-figs 
(#1) DESCENT: Half-bro to the multiple stakes winner Pretty N Cool; breaks running, post is a concern 
(#2) UNTHROTTLED: Plenty of upside in third career start, never been off board; bred to handle slop 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-1-2 
 

RACE SIX 
(#4) EVERY SINGLE DAY: 3rd behind next-out winner in stateside bow; tighter, second off long layoff 
(#9) BIG TIME DELIVERY: Shuffled back but finished with interest in two-turn debut; slop the x-factor 
(#3) SUGAR LOVE: Beaten chalk in past two starts but bred to love the slop; consistently inconsistent 
(#6) GIRLFRIEND ROCKET: Turf-to-slop play is appealing, cost $800,000; hails from family of Tiznow  
SELECTIONS: 4-9-3-6 



 

RACE SEVEN—OFF TURF (9F main track) 
(#8) CASH OUT: Game second in lone prior outing on a “off” track, lightly-raced in 2019; 2nd off shelf 
(#2) LAYLA NOOR: Gets away from buzz saw in Gentle Ruler but was unplaced in lone start on off track 
(#7) WITH DIGNITY: Both prior wins are on main track, bred to handle sloppy terrain—sharp work tab 
(#3) COCO CHANNEL: 1 for her last 12, but she gets needed class relief; has board finish on off going 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-7-3 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#8) HOLLY BLAME: Bay is a perfect two-for-two in the slop, is 10-1 on the morning line; 7-panels suits 
(#7) OFF THE RECORD: Broke maiden at Saratoga in slop at a 7-furlong trip; toss last—stumbled start 
(#2) BOTERO: Broke maiden by open lengths in last start off shelf, bred to love slop—first start for Cox 
(#5) BYBEE: Carved out a quick pace, got tired the last eighth in first crack vs. winners; speed, fade play 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-2-5 
 
RACE NINE—Hagyard Fayette Stakes (G2) 
(#8) BAL HARBOUR: He has never been better, stalks pace in vanguard—never worse than 2nd in slop 
(#3) TOM’S D’ETAT: Length and change behind the top choice in G1 Woodward last time; formidable 
(#5) MOCITO ROJO: Hard-knocking fellow has won his last five starts at five different venues; overlay? 
(#2) MR FREEZE: Seems to be rounding into form for Romans but is unproven in the slop—likes to win 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-5-2 
 
RACE TEN—OFF TURF (9F main track) 
(#7) BYE BYE MELVIN: Uncle Mo colt is bred to relish the slop, tighter in second off layoff; 9F on point 
(#13) LIAM’S LEGEND: “Sneaky good” from 1-hole in debut, pace factor stretching out; Santana rides 
(#11) SUGGESTED: Sire’s get handle dirt and turf, this guy cost $150,000—is improving for Mark Casse 
(#10) DEANOS CAPE: Late-running colt gets an extra furlong to work with today; bred to handle slop 
SELECTIONS: 7-13-11-10 
 
 
LATE PICK 4 TICKET  
Races 7-10/ Keeneland, Saturday, October 26, 2019 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 4:24 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#2) Layla Noor (#7) With Dignity (#8) Cash Out—3 
Race 8: (#7) Off the Record (#8) Holly Blame—2 
Race 9: (#2) Mr Freeze (#3) Tom’s d’Etat (#5) Mocito Rojo (#8) Bal Harbour—4 
Race 10: (#7) Bye Bye Melvin (#11) Suggested (#13) Liam’s Legend—3 
 
 
 
 


