
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Fall  Meet 
Day 8: Thursday, November 7, 2019 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2019 Fall Meet Record:  
71-16-15-10: 23% W, 58% ITM

BEST BET: (#8) Niigon’s Glory (1st race)—5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Omen of Change (3rd race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#8) NIIGON’S GLORY: Never off the board on an “off” strip; has license to improve in third off shelf 
(#7) PARK RIDGE BENNY: Hooks nondescript crew in return to starter ranks; barn is effective off claim 
(#6) STAY HOME: Recent form is dicey, but he’s at his best in the slop; third start of current form cycle 
(#4) ZOMBIE: Iowa-bred has won his past two starts off layoffs by open lengths; bay has tactical speed 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-6-4 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) WHERESHETOLDMETOGO: Multiple stakes winner has improved in a pair of starts for Cox Barn 
(#5) LINE JUDGE: Five-year-old is a stakes winner under the Twin Spires; neck behind top choice in last 
(#2) COVE BLUE: Exits G3 stakes company but got clobbered in lone start in the slop; early pace factor 
(#6) EIGHT TOWN: Back to the races off a year plus hiatus, was winless in 2018; watching him this time 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-2-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#9) OMEN OF CHANGE: Three-pronged class drop is on target; he has won two of three in the mud 
(#7) TIZPURE: Game second vs. similar foes in dirt return in Indiana—he has an open-length win in slop 
(#2) CHARLIE’SARCHANGEL: 1-paced third for $10K on turf in last start; at best on “fast” main track 
(#1) PIOCHE GOLD: Exits the open $20K claiming ranks at Keeneland but best recent form is on grass 
SELECTIONS: 9-7-2-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) SEEK THE PEAK: Drops in for a tag for the first time—“cat hopped” in previous start in the slop 
(#1) PEPPERED: He has a license for continued improvement in third start off sidelines—blinkers “off” 
(#6) TIDAL EFFECT: Ran like he needed his last race off a near two-month layoff; will be tighter today 
(#8) TREASURE TROVE: Game third at Keeneland in last despite a wide post and trip; slop the x-factor 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-6-8 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#4) DANCING DESTROYER: Is improving, has speed but is tractable—plenty of upside in third start 
(#8) GREEN MONSTER: Barn wins at a 24% clip with first-time starters for a tag; sharp gate work 10-20 
(#1) BLACK KAT TAPS: Overcame awkward start to be second for high-end tag out of the box; tighter 
(#10) QUEEN OF CARNIVAL: Finished on the bridle in career debut for $50,000 tag—steps up ladder 
SELECTIONS: 4-8-1-10 
 

RACE SIX—OFF TURF (5F, main track) 
(#7) PURE SPECULATION: Fleet-of-foot fellow handles an “off” racetrack—sitting on a sharp 4F work 
(#10) SPECIAL RESERVE: Pressed a quick pace, tired in the final furlong to be third in last start in slop 
(#2) ENCINITAS: The slight cutback to a five-panel trip has some appeal; is bred to handle “off” going 
(#9) EDGEMONT ROAD: Showed little in last start in Lexington; he has a big-time “off” track pedigree 
SELECTIONS: 7-10-2-9 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#1) HE’S NO BULL: Slides into the “three lifetime” ranks—in the money in 2-of-3 lifetime in the slop 
(#8) CADRON FLATS: Consistently inconsistent, but he pressed a quick pace on a closer’s track in last 
(#4) SENOR JOBIM: Recent form is lackluster but the double-dip drop is on the money; likes Churchill 
(#6) HOMEVIEW: Handles moisture in track, has won two-of-three in Louisville—is 10-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 1-8-4-6 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#1A) SCARS ARE COOL: Turf-to-dirt play is on the money, stays a nine-panel trip—exits stakes races 
(#6) HITCH: Back to the races fresh for Asmussen, gets back on main track, handles the slop; lots to like 
(#5) DETERMINANT: Good try off the sidelines on grass, he handles the main track too—tighter today 
(#7) TANK COMMANDER: Flying in the final furlong in lone prior start on dirt—is bred to handle slop 
SELECTIONS: 1A-6-5-7 
 
RACE NINE—OFF TURF (8F, one turn, main track) 
(#3) HIGH REGARD: She’s G2 stakes-placed in the slop at Churchill; like the cutback to a one-turn mile 
(#11) PASSIONOF THE NILE: Beaten three lengths for the money in last while ascending the ladder 
(#4) BRUNETTE PRINCESS: She’s a stakes winner sprinting; she moves way up on “sloppy” racetrack 
(#2) JOYFUL FROLIC: Curlin filly is bred to relish the slop, riding a two-race win streak; is 20-1 on M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 3-11-4-2 
 
RACE TEN 
(#7) SLAM DUNK: Third behind Wicked Whisper in G1 Frizette in last, bred to handle slop; formidable 
(#4) LOADED: Five-wide turning for home last time, finished on the bridle—sire’s get handle the slop 
(#9) SPARTANKA: Can move forward in third start of form cycle, stalks pace in vanguard; value on tote 
(#10) FLIPARDINI: Barn is capable with first-time starters, bred to skip over slop—12-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-9-10 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, November 7, 2019 
50-cent play=$18—Post time: 3:36 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#7) Pure Speculation (#10) Special Reserve—2 
Race 7: (#1) He’s No Bull—1 
Race 8: (#1A) Scars Are Cool (#5) Determinant (#6) Hitch—3 
Race 9: (#3) High Regard (#11) Passionof the Nile—2 
Race 10: (#4) Loaded (#7) Slam Dunk (#10) Fl ipardini—3 
 
 
 
 


