
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2019 Fall  Meet 
Day 18: Friday, November 22, 2019 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2019 Fall Meet Record:  
173-42-34-23: 24% W, 57% ITM

BEST BET: (#9) Alt ito (6th race)—8-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#8) Wyoming Conquest (10th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) FANCY FOX: Will be tighter in second start off the sidelines; the turf-to-dirt play is on the money 
(#4) KOJO’S QUEEN: Is capable fresh, barn has made most of limited starts at tilt; sharp blowout 11-9 
(#2) ANGEL’S CUT: Is lone entrant in the field with a win over an “off” surface but steps up the ladder 
(#1) NINE MARTINIS: Drops in for a dime, both wins have been under the Twin Spires—saves ground 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-2-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) CONTROL STAKE: This race sets up for his late kick with all the early speed drawn to his inside 
(#4) CROSSWALK: On the drop in first start for new connections, likes Churchill Downs; on scene late 
(#2) DRENA’S STAR: Fleet-of-foot, beat next-out winner by open lengths in last—hooked from get-go 
(#3) SEVIER: Sharp 7F win vs. $40K types in last start; will have to fend off K Choice & Drena’s Star early 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-2-3 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) READY ORB NOT: Tardy start thwarted chances at 4-5 in last; license to improve in third off shelf 
(#3) LOVE IS ALIVE: No factor on the turf last time but gets back on the main track today; handles slop  
(#5) BANSHEE BIRDIE: One-paced late off a two-month hiatus in last start; turf-to-dirt play is on point 
(#1) STROLL WITH BECCA: Took two-pronged class drop in last and aired—ascends the ladder today 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-5-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#8) CARPE NOCTEM: Game second in first crack at winners last time; bred to handle the “off” going 
(#5) AUTOMATE: The class drop is significant, but he’s unproven in the slop; lone win at an 8-panel trip 
(#6) NICELY NICELY: Turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint, makes first start for a tag, blinkers “on”—lots to like 
(#1) MAJESTIC JOHN’S: Woke up in sprint in dirt return last time, blinkers “on” noted—scrapes paint 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-6-1 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#3) KARATE HOTTIE: Consistent filly is in fine fettle, barn wins at a 27% clip off the claim; formidable 
(#7) HONOR WITH PRIDE: Won lone prior start in the slop; makes her first start since February today 
(#2) TICKETY BOO: Beaten at 4-5 vs. lesser foes at Fort Erie in last; has board finish at CD on this level 
(#8) MY DARK SECRET: A tick cheap but has placed in 10-of-12 starts in 2019; like the cutback to 6.5F 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-2-8 
 

RACE SIX—OFF TURF (8.5F main track) 
(#9) ALTITO: Made short work of open $40,000 types last time, slop no problem—distance the x-factor 
(#1) KURILOV (CHI): 6-year-old is stakes-placed in the slop; he catches a nondescript crew on the rise 
(#7) COUNTY COURT: “Cat hopped” for a quarter on “sloppy”, sealed strip in last—Lanerie stays put 
(#3) DRIVEN TO COMPETE: Never picked up bit facing tougher $50K foes in last—vulnerable in slop 
SELECTIONS: 9-1-7-3 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#4) NEW FRONTIER: Has a penchant for the show dough but makes first start for a tag; blinkers “on” 
(#1) SACRED OATH: One-hole brutal for a first-time starter, but he’s bred to relish the slop; cost 6 figs 
(#8) BUENO BUENO BUENO: Heading the right way off of a long layoff for Wilkes; first start for a tag 
(#10) SPEED EFFECT: Is bred to handle the “off” going, like the blinkers “off” play; has tactical speed 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-8-10 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#2) TEMPERS RISING: She has never been off the board, had tough trip in last start—Leparoux stays 
(#9) LADY MCKENZIE: Gray is bred to love a two-turn trip on dirt and to handle the mud; 9-2 on M.L. 
(#4) SEATTLE SLANG: Is improving, dam was a Grade 1 stakes winner, she cost $600,000; lots to like 
(#11) MISS IMPORTANT: Took a forward move on the dirt with added distance in last; tries two-turns 
SELECTIONS: 2-9-4-11 
 
RACE NINE—OFF TURF (8F, one turn, main track) 
(#7) MISS BIGLY: Broke maiden by 10+ lengths in mud two back—useful third in first start vs. winners 
(#4) FUN FINDER: Like the slight stretch out to one-turn mile setup, has some tactical speed; overlay? 
(#6) HIGH ROAD: Likes the mud, broke maiden going a route of ground; posted two sharp works since 
(#9) SUMMER IN SARATOGA: Tries the main track for the first time but bred to relish a “sloppy” strip 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-6-9  
 
RACE TEN 
(#8) WYOMING CONQUEST: Speed of the speed on paper; can take this crew gate-to-wire at a price 
(#5) CHITTO: Faces a soft field on the drop, tough trip last time; broke bad, rushed in penultimate start 
(#11) TAP ATTACK: Beaten chalk in three straight at Remington Park; he slides in for a tag this evening 
(#10) THE FALCON: Bred top, bottom to handle “off” strip, sharp 3F blowout on 11-15—value on tote 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-11-10 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10/ Churchill Downs, Friday, November 22, 2019 
50-cent play=$64—Post time: 3:36 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#9) Alt ito—1 
Race 7: (#1) Sacred Oath (#4) New Frontier (#8) Bueno Bueno Bueno (#10) Speed Effect—4 
Race 8: (#2) Tempers Rising (#4) Seattle Slang (#9) Lady McKenzie (#11) Miss Important—4 
Race 9: (#4) Fun Finder (#6) High Road (#7) Miss Bigly (#9) Summer in Saratoga—4 
Race 10: (#5) Chitto (#8) Wyoming Conquest—2 
 
 
 
 


