
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Spring Meet 
Day 2: Sunday, May 17, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2019 Spring Meet Record:  
372-87-58-60: 23% W, 55% ITM

BEST BET : (#10) Chasing Anna (11th race)—3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#6) Go Uncle Bob (6th race)—10-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) COMMON COURTESY: Is capable fresh, takes a significant class drop for Mott; looks formidable 
(#6) ORB’S SOUL: Tends to break a step slow but is a good fit on this level; route-to-sprint is on point 
(#8) MONEY WELL SPENT: Drops in class for Maker, big upside in just second start—Jose Ortiz rides 
(#11) LIAM’S LOOKOUT: Is improving, drops in for a $30,000 tag for Kenneally; wide draw a concern 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-8-11 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) HEART RIVER: 2-pronged drop is on the money; doesn’t have to come from downtown to factor 
(#2) TRACI’S GREELEY: Is improving, just missed for $8K in Hot Springs; honest pace sets up late kick 
(#7) MI CHACHIS INTENTA: Gets class relief off three-month layoff, back to the races fresh; 5-1 M.L. 
(#9) NAUGHTY FACTOR: Double-dip drop is on target, has tactical speed & Lanerie—value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-7-9 
 

RACE THREE 
(#8) CODETOWIN: Consistent gray has placed in 13-of-16 starts lifetime; back in for tag for crafty barn 
(#7) FUEL THE BERN: Has license to improve in second start off a layoff; is in a snug spot for $16K tag 
(#5) SCARF IT DOWN: Improved in first start for barn that is winning at a 23% clip in 2020—15-1 M.L. 
(#9) POWERFUL ALLY: Just missed in last start off shelf, big drop; at best when engaged early in race 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-5-9 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) WELL RESPECTED: Marked improvement in first start around two-turns on turf; 8.5F trip on point 
(#11) DUOPOLY: 2-turns on grass a tall order for first-timer, dam was a stakes winner on turf—gets bet 
(#12) LUCK MONEY: Mid-Atlantic raider is consistent, has never been off the board—brutal post draw 
(#7) FLABBERGASTED: Blinkers off play suits, improvement in cards in second career start; stalks pace 
SELECTIONS: 2-11-12-7   /  OFF TURF PICKS: 17-19-20-7                     
 

RACE FIVE 
(#7) DEAN MARTINI: Makes first start for tag for Cox, third start of form cycle; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#6) WHATA PERFECT DAY: Will need a clean trip and pace to get home first; never off board on dirt 
(#10) LIBERTY’S PURSUIT: Third in past two starts on dirt around 2-turns; has board finish at Churchill 
(#1) ELITE CLASS: Back to races off three-month hiatus for Walsh; gelded since last start, saves ground 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-10-1  
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) GO UNCLE BOB: First-or-second in four-of-five starts lifetime, first start for a tag; a likely overlay 
(#3) RUCKSACK: New York invader drops in class, is capable fresh, Manny Franco is in irons; lots to like 
(#4) MO ZONE: Tends to lack winning move late on dirt but drops down ladder—reunited with Lanerie 
(#8) CANDY STORE: 2-pronged class drop for Amoss, solid jock/trainer combo; is 4-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-4-8 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#9) QUIET DIGNITY: Love the cutback to a flat mile trip, makes first start for Cox—recent works sharp 
(#4) DEVIOUS CHARM: Wide trip probably cost him the win last time; tighter in second start off shelf 
(#8) FIERCE SCARLETT: Deep closer will be rolling late, at best on “firm” ground; fires fresh for Brown 
(#6) LOST TICKET: 4 lengths off win in GP G3 last time, tries allowance foes—“bullet” turf work noted 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-8-6   /  OFF TURF PICKS: 4-6-17-3                     
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#9) RAGGEDY ANNIE: Broke her maiden for a $50,000 price tag in Louisville; liking the cutback to 7F 
(#3) BETWEEN THE HEDGES: Past form in claiming ranks is solid, sits the stalking trip—7-panels suits 
(#7) BLINKERS: Has license to improve in third start of current form cycle—like rider change to Rosario 
(#11) DON’T MINE ME: Broke maiden on Polytrack off shelf, handles dirt too—post O.K. out of chute 
SELECTIONS: 9-3-7-11 
 
RACE NINE 
(#9) TOLEDO: Juddmonte homebred has been facing tougher stock—love the cutback to seven-panels 
(#12) VICTORY BOULEVARD: Annexed last three stars on the main track; is 15-1 on the morning line 
(#4) ACRE: Wide post, trip compromised his chances last time; tighter today—stalks pace in vanguard 
(#8) WRECKING CREW: SoCal invader gets some needed class relief; sharp 5F work on 5-5-20 at OP 
SELECTIONS: 9-12-4-8 
 
RACE TEN 
(#1) FOUR WHEEL DRIVE: Undefeated, Grade 2 stakes winner on turf, Irad in boot; holds all the aces 
(#11) CHIMNEY ROCK: Second to top choice in the Breeders’ Cup—he sports salty form in turf sprints 
(#8) MAVEN: Won a Group 3 in France in last outing off a layoff—handles dirt if this comes off the grass 
(#3) GUILDSMAN (FR): Good finish in $75K stake in stateside bow despite missing the break; overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 1-11-8-3   /  OFF TURF PICKS: 17-8-18-6                     
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#10) CHASING ANNA: Carved out quick pace, got tired late in bow going 7F; 6F trip in wheelhouse 
(#13-AE) BUBBA CABALLO: Steps up, but broke from parking lot & finished well on debut; factors if in 
(#6) PRINCE JERSEY TOWN: Polytrack-to-dirt angle on point; never worse than second on main track 
(#1) HOOF PRINCE: Gray cost $105,000 but the 1-hole is brutal for a first-time starter—sharp work tab 
SELECTIONS: 10-13 (Also Eligible)-6-1 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 7-11/ Churchill Downs, Sunday, May 17, 2020 
50-cent play=$16—Post time: 4:08 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#4) Devious Charm (#6) Lost Ticket (#8) Fierce Scarlett (#9) Quiet Dignity—4 
Race 8: (#3) Between the Hedges (#7) Blinkers (#9) Raggedy Annie (#11) Don’t Mine Me—4 
Race 9: (#9) Toledo—1 
Race 10: (#1) Four Wheel Drive—1 
Race 11: (#1) Hoof Prince (#10) Chasing Anna—2 
 


