
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Spring Meet 
Day 9: Friday, May 29, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Spring Meet Record:  
83-29-7-11: 35% W, 57% ITM

BEST BET : (#10) Gypsy King (2nd race)—5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#1) Sugoi (5th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) CURLIN RULES: Dead game in last start in Hot Springs, has improved off the layoff; runs for Baze  
(#7) HEAVY ROLLER: Drops, likes slop, good post, hails from high-percentage barn—zero-for-5 at CD 
(#4) LUSITANO: Route speedster has won two of past three starts in New Orleans; has early company 
(#5) SUPER DUDE: No match for Curlin Rules in last but moves up on an “off” track—Jose Ortiz rides 
 SELECTIONS: 3-7-4-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#10) GYPSY KING: Ward barn’s forte is juveniles; he is sitting on a smoking gate breeze at Keeneland 
(#4) CAZADERO: Dam was a multiple graded stakes winner, barn salty with 2YOs; gets good gate rider 
(#2) MEDICINE TAIL: Half bro to G2 stakes winner O’Prado Again, sires’ get are runners—cost $230K 
(#12) KNICKS FRONT: Brutal post but sports a razor-sharp work tab; dam stakes-placed, cost 6-figures 
SELECTIONS: 10-4-2-12 
 

RACE THREE 
(#8) LIL MATEO: On the drop for Drury, capable off the sidelines, Polytrack-to-dirt on point; lots to like 
(#5) FLIGHT TIME (BRZ): Likes to win, fits for a nickel, moves up if it rains; been gelded since last start 
(#9) GUSKA MON SHOES: Arkie-bred has improved of late while stepping up in class; 12-time winner  
(#3) PROVEN WARRIOR: Versatile fellow handles all surfaces but steps up to tackle open foes off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-9-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) VICTORY ELEMENT: 3-pronged class drop on the money, has tactical speed—won prior CD start 
(#7) WARRIOR’S DREAM: Chestnut is consistent, placed in six of past eight starts; drops in for a dime 
(#9) ROARING FORK: Drops in class for high-percentage barn, love the blinkers “off” play; formidable 
(#10) COWORKER: Like the cutback to 1-turn mile setup, drops down ladder—salty jock/trainer combo 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-9-10  
 

RACE FIVE 
(#1) SUGOI: Slides in for $50K tag, bred to love surface change to turf; barn winning at 21% clip in 2020 
(#5) RIVER FINN: Has license to improve in third start of current form cycle; broke his maiden on grass 
(#4) MISHKO: Has won two of three starts on the weeds, he exits stakes company—Rosario in the boot 
(#3) AUTOMATE: Exits conditioned claiming ranks but has finished in the money in past two turf starts 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-4-3   OFF TURF PICKS: 5-14-1-7 
 

RACE SIX 
(#5) TEMPERS RISING: Is G2 stakes-placed around two-turns on the main track; has a reliable late kick 
(#6) STRONG FLAG: Gets away from Piece of My Heart—game in first crack at winners two starts back 
(#3) DREAMALILDREAMOFU: Consistent, done little wrong—length & change off Strong Flag in last 
(#8) ENVOUTANTE: Set pace, got tired in first start versus winners; she tries allowance company today 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-3-8  



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#8) HOG CREEK HUSTLE: 7-furlongs is right in his wheelhouse, is a G1 stakes winner—Roasrio rides 
(#4) BORRACHO: One length behind top choice in G1 Woody Stephens at Spa; never off board at CD 
(#11) BOURBON CALLING: Never picked up the bit at Gulfstream, but he loves Churchill; 6-1 on M.L. 
(#5) TROUBLING MOON: Went to shelf in good form, won three of past four starts—2X winner at CD 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-11-5  
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#4) TOTALLY BOSS: Had rough trip, beaten 6.5 lengths in Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint (G1T); fires fresh 
(#9) LEINSTER: Half of a formidable, uncoupled entry for Rusty Arnold—out-finished stable mate in BC 
(#10) EXTRAVAGANT KID: Has a brutal post but is versatile—he’s a stakes winner on the turf and dirt 
(#11) CAROTARI: Runs well fresh, tactical speed will help with wide post; stakes winner sprinting on turf 
SELECTIONS: 4-9-10-11     OFF TURF PICKS: 5-10-3-15 
 
RACE NINE 
(#8) IRISH SPIRIT: Tough beat as the chalk in Oklahoma in first start for Diodoro—drops in class today 
(#9) ALEX’S STRIKE: Traffic issues, was rolling late going 6-panels in last; gets extra eighth in this spot 
(#5) UNCLE MOMO: The class drop is significant, has never been on a “fast” track—Santana, Jr. rides 
(#6) BEBOP SHOES: Exits restricted company but drops in for a tag—will be tighter in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-5-6 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Friday, May 29, 2020 
50-cent play=$18—Post time: 3:04 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#1) Sugoi—1 
Race 6: (#3) Dreamalildreamofu (#5) Tempers Rising (#6) Strong Flag—3 
Race 7: (#4) Borracho (#8) Hog Creek Hustle (#11) Bourbon Calling—3 
Race 8: (#4) Totally Boss (#9) Leinster—2 
Race 9: (#8) Irish Spirit (#9) Alex’s Strike—2 
 


