
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Spring Meet 
Day 7: Monday, May 25, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Spring Meet Record:  
63-23-6-7: 37% W, 57% ITM

BEST BET : (#8) Meru (8th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#12) Ramsey Solution (9th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#8) FULL VELOCITY: Barn wins at 21% clip with stock making its first start for a tag; gap-free work tab 
(#3-POE) THE BEAT: Outfit can get one to win on debut—Lanerie booted home 2 winners on Sunday 
(#11) CALL PAPA: Will provide value on the tote board, gets a good gate rider in Jimenez; post hurts 
(#9) MR. PICKLES: Hooks a nondescript crew on debut for a $40,000 price tag—is 5-1 on morning line 
 SELECTIONS: 8-3 (Part of Entry)-11-9 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) FRANK’S ROCKETTE: Consistent, stakes winner going 6F; holds all the aces in allowance debut 
(#7) SPECIALLY: Bay miss sports salty form in sprints, cost $475,000—half to the stakes winner Joevia 
(#1) TURTLE TRAX: Useful second in $100K stakes in last start off shelf, drops in class—“bullet” noted 
(#5) ANNA’S FAST: Won lone main track start by open lengths, is effective off the sidelines; fires fresh 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-1-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) HOLLIS: Bested next-out winner in last start in Maryland; has never been worse than second on dirt 
(#8) NERO: Bay fellow is one for his last eight, but he has been facing better foes; reunited with Santana 
(#2) DO SHARE: On drop for Norm Casse, he’s a 10X winner, likes Churchill’s main track—things to like 
(#3) CZ ROCKET: Been long time between drinks but barn wins at 30% clip off the claim; likes Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-2-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#7) ROAD GAME: Steps up in class but drops down in price for Hartman; has improved with blinkers 
(#3) METROPOL: Double-dip class drop for Cox, third start off a layoff, Flo stays aboard; is formidable 
(#11) TIDAL EFFECT: Like the Polytrack-to-dirt angle, barn winning at a 22% clip in 2020; 10-1 on M.L. 
(#12) ESKENDEREYAS DREAM: Improved in dirt return with blinkers on for Amoss; wide post a killer 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-11-12  
 

RACE FIVE 
(#3) KURILOV (CHI): 7-year-old veteran is in a snug spot for a $32,000 tag; has this crew over a barrel 
(#4) GIGGING: Gritty win versus open $32,000 types in Hot Springs last time; Santana, Jr. stays aboard 
(#6) STREET TO INDY: Exits conditioned claiming company, but outfit is off to a hot start at the meet 
(#7) SHORTLIST: Improved on drop in first start off claim for Sadler; well behind Street to Indy last time 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-6-7 
 

RACE SIX 
(#4) EVIL LYN: Dirt-to-turf play is right on the money, two-pronged class drop—placed in 6-of-9 starts 
(#10) STYLISH KITTEN: Has yet to put forth a poor effort—is bred to relish the surface change to turf 
(#1) COLDWATER: Deep closer will need a quick pace and a clean trip to get home first; saves ground 
(#7) CIRRUSLY: Downtown closer has a reliable late kick; creeps up the ladder, but she runs for Geroux 
SELECTIONS: 4-10-1-7  



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#2) UNION MAIDEN: Union Rags filly was only beaten 2+ lengths in bow; big upside, cost 6-figures 
(#8) STRIPPING: Firster has sharp work tab for high-percentage barn; half to stakes winner Dirt Monster 
(#7) KINDA LUCKY: 6-figure filly makes up part of a formidable uncoupled Cox entry; Jose Ortiz rides 
(#9) RAISON D’ETRE: Cost $825K, half-sis to the the stakes winner Bajan; sitting on a sharp gate work 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-7-9  
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#8) MERU: Won $75,000 stakes in first start against winners, done little wrong; has been salty in sprints 
(#3) ECHO TOWN: Consistent colt has never been off board—just missed in $100K stakes at Oaklawn 
(#1) BY YOUR SIDE: Bay colt is a stakes winner sprinting at Saratoga; is sitting on a smoking 4F breeze  
(#7) LITTLE MENACE: He gets away from Long Weekend but was no match for Echo Town in last start 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-1-7 
 
RACE NINE 
(#12) RAMSEY SOLUTION: Not crazy about 12-hole, but he went to the shelf in fine fettle—fires fresh 
(#10) MARKITOFF: He is vulnerable off the sidelines but has back class advantage—has tactical speed 
(#11) MY BARILEY: Deep closer has been facing better rivals but turf record in Louisville is a concern 
(#2) KULIK BEAR: Difficult to knock his consistency, but he steps up to tackle “2 other than” foes here 
SELECTIONS: 12-10-11-2 
 
RACE TEN 
(#8) AGGRESSIVITY: Two-pronged class drop for Asmussen, reunited with Santana, Jr.—major player 
(#4) IMPUNITY: Noda re-claim spit the bit early in last start off a layoff but the class drop is significant  
(#2) BUMP BAILEY: Was getting late against “two lifetime” adversaries last time; steps up the ladder 
(#3) JOHNNY CAB: Slides into the conditioned claiming ranks—like rider change to Brian Hernandez 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-2-3 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Monday, May 25, 2020 
50-cent play=$32—Post time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#8) Full Velocity (#9) Mr. Pickles (#3-POE) The Beat (#11) Call Papa—4 
Race 2: (#4) Frank’s Rockette—1 
Race 3: (#2) Do Share (#3) CZ Rocket (#7) Hollis (#8) Nero—4 
Race 4: (#3) Metropol (#7) Road Game (#11) Tidal Effect (#12) Eskendereyas Dream—4 
Race 5: (#3) Kurilov (Chi)—1 
 


