
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Spring Meet 
Day 8: Thursday, May 28, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Spring Meet Record:  
73-27-6-9: 37% W, 58% ITM

BEST BET : (#7) Herbies Toys (4th race)—8-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#3) All West (8th race)—15-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#6) AND SEEK: He slides into conditioned claiming ranks for Romans, has tactical speed—fires fresh 
(#3) COMEDIAN: Gets some needed class relief; he has license to improve in third start of form cycle 
(#8) SAMARONTI: No kick in past two starts vs. winners but drops in class this afternoon—turf–to-dirt 
(#2) HAIL TO THE CHIEF: He has been facing better foes, salty jock/trainer combination; 5-1 on M.L. 
 SELECTIONS: 6-3-8-2 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) BEAUTIFUL MEMORIES: Hard Spun filly has razor-sharp work tab; dam was graded stakes-placed 
(#11) BOSSY MOMENT: Outfit wins at a 20% clip with its 2YO stock; gets a good gate rider in Santana 
(#6) BLUE GRASS ANNA: Barn capable with juveniles, sire second in G1 King’s Bishop—Lanerie rides 
(#10) HARD TO ACCESS: Chestnut is sitting on sharp gate work at Keeneland—svalue on tote board 
SELECTIONS: 3-11-6-10 
 

RACE THREE 
(#4) QUIET DAWN: Got a shot of confidence in last start in Oklahoma; drops in for a dime for Hartman 
(#7) CHINA CAT: Broke maiden in first start off claim for Morse; in logical spot for first crack vs. winners 
(#9) DOUBLE OAKED: On the drop for Montano but is zero-for-six lifetime on the dirt Churchill Downs 
(#3) DIVINE DHARMA: Sports suspect past form off layoffs but drops down ladder; reunited with Baze 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-9-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#7) HERBIES TOYS: Plummets in class, back to the races fresh, training forwardly; positive jock change 
(#12) MR. UNUSUAL: Heading the right way for Sadler, slides in for $10K; wide in last, wide again here 
(#8) GAMBIT: She is consistent and has placed in six of past seven starts; the two-turn trip is the x-factor 
(#9) FAST RECOVERY: Was “sneaky good” fifth-of-12 in bow; can improve with better start, gets Lasix 
SELECTIONS: 7-12-8-9  
 

RACE FIVE 
(#1) HEAVENS WHISPER: Gray has won last three starts in starter allowance ranks—holds all the aces 
(#7) KIMBERLEY DREAM: Love the Polytrack-to-dirt play; she has won three-of-six on dirt in Louisville  
(#6) YES I’M EVIL: Consistent mare has finished in money in 21-of-33 starts lifetime—6-1 morning line 
(#12) CRAZY SEXY MUNNY: Is in fine fettle but all eight career wins have seen on a synthetic surface 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-6-12 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) VETTORI KIN (BRZ): A good fit on this class level, Leparoux saves ground—sitting on sharp work 
(#10) FIREWATER JAKE: Tactical speed will help him with the wide post draw; is consistent, 15-1 M.L. 
(#7) MOON OVER MONTANA: Won last two starts when in for a tag but is at best on synthetic strip 
(#4) CLEAR FOR ACTION: Dirt-to-turf angle very appealing, drops in class; tighter in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 1-10-7-4  



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#10) BONNET: Love the wide post draw out of chute, stalks pace in the vanguard; blinkers off on point 
(#3) PUNISH: Gray has never off the board under the Twin Spires; wide post & trip hurt chances in last 
(#8) PRINCESS PHONE: Has route speed but will be tighter in second off the sidelines—drops in class 
(#2) JO MARIE: Mammoth class drop for veteran trainer; has a pair of board finishes at Churchill Downs 
SELECTIONS: 10-3-8-2  
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) ALL WEST: Has demonstrated marked improvement since stretching out around two turns; overlay 
(#5) DUKES UP: Seven-year-old has a reliable late kick, good try on the class hike in last; comes running 
(#9) SPRAWL: Lone win was in a dirt route race, has kept good company, Rosario rides; lots to like here   
(#10) UNSHAKEN: Godolphin homebred steps up to face winners but is bred to relish added distance 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-9-10 
 
RACE NINE 
(#8) GIRLS KNOW BEST: Fleet-of-foot mare always breaks running; two-for-two on Matt Winn Course 
(#1-POE) PLAY ON: Handy filly is just a head shy of being undefeated off layoffs—runs for Bridgmohan 
(#2) MORTICIA: Likes the weeds in Louisville, graded stakes winner on turf—hard to knock consistency 
(#9) UNBRIDLED CLASS: Won three-of-five lifetime on turf but won’t make the early lead in this spot 
SELECTIONS: 8-1(Part of Entry)-2-9 
 
RACE TEN 
(#12) SECOND LINE DAVID: Drops back into the maiden claiming ranks; blinkers off play is the key 
(#1-POE) SMART CALL: Was rolling late in first start for a tag in Hot Springs; improvement is in cards 
(#10) PORT HUNTER: Double-dip class drop is on the money; is bred to relish surface change to dirt 
(#2) DEANOS CAPE: Improved for $30,000 price tag last time, been gelded; salty jock/trainer combo 
SELECTIONS: 12-1(Part of Entry)-10-2 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, May 28, 2020 
50-cent play=$32—Post time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#2) Hail to the Chief (#3) Comedian (#6) And Seek (#8) Samaronti—4 
Race 2: (#3) Beautiful Memories (#11) Bossy Moment—2 
Race 3: (#4) Quiet Dawn (#7) China Cat—2 
Race 4: (#7) Herbies Toys (#8) Gambit (#9) Fast Recovery (#12) Mr. Unusual—4 
Race 5: (#1) Heavens Whisper—1 
 


