
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Spring Meet 
Day 25: Friday, June 26, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Spring Meet Record:  
239-70-34-25: 29% W, 54% ITM

BEST BET : (#7) Chocolate Bar (5th race)—9-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) She’s a Deal (4th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) SPIKES SHIRL: On the bridle late vs. similar stock last time—in money in 80% of starts at Churchill 
(#2) TOP BRASS: Like slight cutback in distance, drops in class for Sadler; needs pace, clean trip to win 
(#8) LADY’S WEEKEND: Chestnut is in fine fettle, in money in past four starts—4F bullet work is noted 
(#5) AROUND THE DIAL: Heads down the ladder in first start off the claim for Diodoro; tactical speed 
 SELECTIONS: 3-2-8-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#7) MIDNIGHT COCKTAIL: Barn wins at 19% clip with its first-time starters—good gate rider for bow 
(#5) BAHAMA MISCHIEF: Dam was graded stakes-placed, sire’s get are runners—she cost six-figures 
(#4) YOGURT: “Sneaky good” from 1-hole in debut where she hooked a nice filly in Beautiful Memories 
(#2) TIZ A BIT LUCKY: Three lengths and change behind Yogurt in bow, in light; has experience edge 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-4-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#2) LOCALLY OWNED: 9-furlong trip should hit him right between the eyes; placed in 7-of-11 starts 
(#3) ALL WEST: Gray has some ability, good third in first crack at winners—had rough trip in last outing 
(#4) MR. QUALITY: Quality Road colt has good form around 2-turns on main track—turf-to-dirt is huge 
(#8) HOMBRAZO: Is another that will benefit from the surface change to dirt—capable off the sidelines 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-4-8 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#8) SHE’S A DEAL: Bay miss has never been worse than second on the main track—12-1 morning line 
(#6) GLAMOUR GIRL: Improvement in the cards in second start off a layoff—has placed in 6-of-8 starts 
(#7) MAJORETTE: Broke slow but finished with interest in 8-panel bow; plenty of upside in second start 
(#4) WILD LOVE: Just a head behind a next-out winner in dirt debut—bred to handle the extra distance 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-7-4  
 

RACE FIVE 
(#7) CHOCOLATE BAR: Rolling the last eighth for a high-end tag in last start at Gulfstream—fires fresh 
(#4) REIGNING SPIRIT: Good second going nine-furlongs on the weeds last time; improvement likely 
(#6) CLEVELAND SIMPSON: Ran like he needed his last start off a layoff, will be tighter; Lanerie stays 
(#9) FREEDOM’S FLIGHT: Bay is arguably at his best at a nine-furlong trip on the weeds—blinkers off 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-6-9    
 

RACE SIX 
(#11) HIDDEN PROMISE: Liking the wide post out of the chute; tough beat vs. open $20K foes in last 
(#6) CONTINUUM: Covered 6F in 1:10 1/5 in Remington maiden score—is in logical spot to try winners 
(#9) NATURAL HISTORY: Big late turn of foot off a layoff in last start—tries winners but will be tighter 
(#7) AUTOMATE: On the drop for Forster, the turf-to-dirt angle is appealing—value on the tote board? 
SELECTIONS: 11-6-9-7  



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#6) BLUERIDGE TRAVELER: Consistent, likes Churchill, won last start for a $62,500 tag; is formidable 
(#5) CHESS CHIEF: Son of Into Mischief exits graded stakes company; liking slight cutback to 8.5F trip 
(#8) DINAR: Never off the board in Louisville but steps in class—bred to handle the two-turn stretch out 
(#10) JUNGLE WARFARE: Currently riding 2-race win streak, barn wins at 32% clip off claim—8-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-8-10     
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#9) MR DUMAS: Horse for course is 3-for-3 on the Matt Winn; well-spotted in classified allowance heat 
(#10) SNAPPER SINCLAIR: Not crazy about 10-hole but loving dirt-to-turf play—reunited with Santana 
(#3) MR. MISUNDERSTOOD: Multiple stakes winner on turf at Churchill; has yet to get in gear in 2020  
(#4) DOCTOR MOUNTY: Closer needs things to go his way to win—dressed up, nowhere to go in last  
SELECTIONS: 9-10-3-4  
 
RACE NINE 
(#10) TEENAGE KICKS: Lugged-in, was disqualified from win in last—6F suits, no world-beaters here 
(#12) MASTER OF DOMAIN: The class drop is significant; bred to love the surface change to the dirt 
(#6) KATIE’S BELLE: In the money in last two starts on main track, gets first-time Lasix—a likely overlay 
(#3) QUEEN LICIA: Big class drop, back fresh, blinkers go on, turf-to-dirt—plenty of things to like here 
SELECTIONS: 10-12-6-3 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Friday, June 26, 2020 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 3:10 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#4) Reigning Spirit (#7) Chocolate Bar—2 
Race 6: (#6) Continuum (#9) Natural History (#11) Hidden Promise—3 
Race 7: (#5) Chess Chief (#6) Blueridge Traveler (#8) Dinar (#10) Jungle Warfare—4 
Race 8: (#9) Mr Dumas—1 
Race 9: (#6) Katie’s Belle (#10) Teenage Kicks (#12) Master of Domain—3 
 


