
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Spring Meet 
Day 12: Thursday, June 4, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Spring Meet Record:  
113-32-13-14: 28% W, 52% ITM

BEST BET : (#4) Dreamonmebaby (9th race)—5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) Labeq (7th race)—8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#2) FOREIGN EXCHANGE: Five-pronged class drop for The Coach is right on the money; formidable 
(#1) FRENCH ROSE: Love the cutback to a 6-panel trip, stalks hot pace from one-hole; significant drop 
(#7) SKYVALUE: The speed of the speed on paper but race shape from pace perspective not favorable 
(#3) TRAFFICISKILLINGME: Should get a great pocket trip stalking an anticipated hot pace—8-1 M.L. 
 SELECTIONS: 2-1-7-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) URBANITE: Six-figure colt takes the next logical step up in class—aired in his first start with blinkers 
(#6) MAJORS VINDICATION: Had traffic issues, beaten less than a length for $20K tag at 45-1 in last 
(#4) DELP: 1.5 lengths behind Majors Vindication last time; in money in three-of-five starts on fast strips  
(#2) URBAN LIGHT (IRE): Shows up for a tag for the first time, third start of form cycle; Lanerie in irons 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-4-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#9) FRESHMAN CLASS: She hooks soft crew on the drop; liking the wide post draw out of the chute 
(#8) EASY TIGER: $375K Blame filly drops in for a $30K price tag for Catalano—tighter in second start 
(#3) BIONIC ROSIE: Hit best stride late in the game in 5.5F debut; gets Lasix and more distance today 
(#2) COUNTLESS FUN: The turf-to-dirt move has some merit, plummets in class for McPeek—5-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 9-8-3-2 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#6) ROAD TO ROMANCE: Quality Road filly cost $220,000, sports a razor-sharp work tab; lots to like 
(#10) MIDYEAR: Wide post draw is detrimental, but she has a gap-free public work tab since February 
(#8) EVER CLEVER LADY: Outfit is capable with two-year-old stock & is winning at a 20% clip in 2020 
(#2) SCARF QUEEN: Sire was turf router—5X G1 winner, won nearly $10 mil; sharp gate blowout 5-28  
SELECTIONS: 6-10-8-2     OFF TURF PICKS: 6-10-9-4  
 

RACE FIVE 
(#7) SILVER RIDE: Double-dip Diodoro drop, is a minor stakes winner sprinting; in snug spot for $16K 
(#1) KOWBOY KARMA: Drops in class in second start off claim for Asmussen—Santana scrapes paint 
(#4) SPIKES SHIRL: Steps up in class off the claim for Baker, but seven-year-old veteran likes Churchill 
(#3) EL ASEINO: Chestnut heads down ladder for Hartman but is a need-the-lead type—winless at CD 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-4-3    
 

RACE SIX 
(#9) BOTERO: Tough beats in past two starts for Cox versus tougher foes—holds all the aces for a dime 
(#1) SUPER TERRIFIC: Looks to snap string of third-place finishes in Churchill return; creeps up in class 
(#12) LANSE MITAN: Ignore his two starts on turf and he looks more palpable; reunited with Flo today 
(#2) CHANNEL CROSSING: Drops in for a $10,000 price tag for Hollendorfer—broke maiden off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 9-1-12-2  



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#8) LABEQ: Exits conditioned claiming ranks, but no world-beaters in here; has placed in 4-of-5 on turf 
(#2) SCABBARD: Drops in to face “a other than” foes; is bred to handle the surface change to the grass 
(#9) MANTRA: Useful third off shelf in one-turn mile heat on dirt in last—tighter today, at best on weeds 
(#10) SEA OF HOPE: Dead-heated with Mantra on opening day; improvement likely in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-9-10     OFF TURF PICKS: 6-15-2-10 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#6) GUARANA: Won both 1-turn starts by combined 20+ lengths—2X G1 winner has field over a barrel 
(#1) ABOUNDING JOY: She has solid past form in one-turn races—not crazy about 1-hole out of chute 
(#7) PLEASE FLATTER ME: She has early lick but is tractable for a quarter-mile—exits stakes company 
(#4) SUNNY DALE: Has won three of past four starts but the seven-furlong trip is the x-factor—overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-7-4      
 
RACE NINE 
(#4) DREAMONMEBABY: Good finish while wide in Hot Springs last time—blinkers go on in this spot 
(#7) KID SHELLEEN: Makes career debut for  $30,000 tag for high-percentage barn; work tab is sharp 
(#2) SHAW: Sunshine State raider exits Florida-bred ranks but drops in for a tag; Talamo stalks the pace 
(#3) DYESS: $370K Super Saver colt has upside in second career start—drops, bullet noted, blinkers off 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-2-3 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, June 4, 2020 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 3:10 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: ALL—8 
Race 6: (#9) Botero—1 
Race 7: (#2) Scabbard (#8) Labeq—2 
Race 8: (#6) Guarana—1 
Race 9: (#2) Shaw (#4) Dreamonmebaby (#7) Kid Shelleen—3 
 


