
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Meeting 
Day 10: Sunday, July 26, 2020 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
81-21-16-12: 26% W, 60% ITM

BEST BET : (#2) Moravia (GB) (3rd race)—9-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#4) Kaziranga (5th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#6) PROUDLY FOUGHT: Riding two race win streak but steps up in class off claim; fuels a quick pace 
(#5) NOW THAT’S A BENNY: Gets class relief but is need-the-lead type in a heat loaded with speed 
(#7) ELLE FACTOR: Exits “three lifetime” ranks but drops in price; has effective tactical speed, overlay 
(#1) OLIVE U: Exits the conditioned claiming ranks at Belterra, but she has won two of past three starts 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-7-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) FREE: Consistently inconsistent but plummets in class for hot outfit; the controlling speed, wire job 
(#6) WISES LANDING: Has never been in this cheap, the turf-to-dirt play is appealing; third off a layoff 
(#1) SKYKAT: Has license to improve in second start off the sidelines; massive class drop on the money 
(#2) EYE HAVE CANDY: 5-wide at 1/4-pole, beaten 4.5 lengths for the win in bow; is bred to love dirt 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-1-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#2) MORAVIA (GB): Barn wins at a 19% clip off long layoffs, she’s Group 3 placed on grass; fires fresh 
(#6) BABY KARATS: Outran her odds off layoff in turf debut at Churchill Downs; improvement in cards 
(#7) TWO SIXTYONE: Game second vs. similar crew when last seen on grass at Ellis; value on the tote 
(#1) ELLE Z: Green—jumped a shadow at three-eighths pole in turf debut in Louisville—first-time Lasix 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-7-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) BAHAMA MISCHIEF: 2+ lengths to the good of a next-out winner out of the box; 8-panels suits 
(#1) CUZZYWUZZY: Will be much fitter with turf route race under belt; pedigree all turf, tries dirt today 
(#3) DREAM QUIST: Got bet down in career debut but caught sloppy track and didn’t fire; has upside 
(#6) AMBITIOUSLY PLACED: Bay Flat Out filly will likely call the shots on the front-end; six-hole hurts 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-3-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#4) KAZIRANGA: Good finish vs. arguably tougher crew at Keeneland in last—third start of form cycle 
(#3) HONOVI: Seven-year-old veteran fits on this class level; was dressed up, had nowhere to go in last 
(#2) LIMNERY: He finally cleared the “a other than” hurdle in last, but it’s hard to knock his consistency 
(#5) SUGOI: Last a head-scratcher—had a prior win on dirt—dead game on the turf in penultimate start 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-2-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#5) NORTHERN CONNECT: Loves Pea Patch and an eight-furlong trip on the main track; formidable 
(#6) MUSABAQA: 8-time winner ran like she needed her last race off a six-month layoff; has win at Ellis 
(#2) GRATS ROAD: Form has been suspect at best since she lost the “3 lifetime” condition; turf-to-dirt 
(#3) MOLLY’S GAME: Sitting on “bullet” half-mile breeze but is a 1-turn mile specialist—Graham stays 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-2-3 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#1) BEAUTIFUL STAR: Awkward start cost her a placing or two on debut; much tighter, saves ground 
(#4) I’LL MAKE IT COACH: One-paced third in turf bow 21 days ago but is improving; Bejarano stays 
(#8) TORSIE’S CHARM: Dam was a G3 winner on turf—barn wins at an 18% clip with first-time starters 
(#3) FORTUNA ADIUVAT: Lost all chance at the start on debut—is bred top & bottom to love the turf 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-8-3   
 

RACE EIGHT—Good Lord Stakes 
(#2) ABSOLUTELY AIDEN: Has :21 & change early lick, the speed of the speed on paper; in fine fettle 
(#8) MUCHO: 6.5-furlong trip is right in his wheelhouse; was getting to the top choice in last start at CD 
(#3) MANNY WAH: He has back class advantage, ran into a buzz saw in Volatile last time; is G1 placed 
(#7) SMART TIME: Lightly raced, has done little wrong, half to the stakes winner Samara; upset special? 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-3-7 
 
RACE NINE 
(#4) OUT COLD: Heading the right way off the sidelines; he’s bred to relish a two-turn trip on the grass 
(#3) TOM’S LAST GENERAL: Last is better than it looks—seven-wide in upper stretch—on scene late 
(#6) IRISH SPIRIT: Double-dip class drop for Diodoro, didn’t have the best of trips last time; contender 
(#5) MONEY FOR MISCHIEF: Turf form is sketchy, but he’s in a snug spot in first start versus winners 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-6-5 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Ellis Park, Sunday, July 26, 2020 
50-cent play=$32—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#3) Honovi (#4) Kaziranga—2 
Race 6: (#5) Northern Connect (#6) Musabaqa—2 
Race 7: (#1) Beautiful Star—1 
Race 8: (#2) Absolutely Aiden (#3) Manny Wah (#7) Smart Time (#8) Mucho—4 
Race 9: (#3) Tom’s Last General (#4) Out Cold (#5) Money for Mischief (#6) Irish Spirit—4 
 


