
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Meeting 
Day 22: Sunday, August 23, 2020 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
188-59-42-29: 31% W, 69% ITM

BEST BET : (#6) Oliviaofthedesert (5th race)—2-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) Proudly Fought (4th race)—9-2 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#3) LITTLE BELLA: The dirt-to-turf play is right on the money, drops in for a $10,000 tag—lots to like 
(#6) MAGNA G FORCE: A game second in the key prep for this, jock won two on Saturday—overlay? 
(#4) RATHRBLUCKYTHNGOOD: On the bridle late in the key prep—can lay close to pace and finish 
(#5) READYFORMYCLOSEUP: Gray gets some needed class relief; has hints of green in her pedigree  
SELECTIONS: 3-6-4-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) UNFORESEEN: She’s in a snug spot for $16,000, good second when last seen on dirt—formidable 
(#2) WISES LANDING: Woke up in dirt return in last start and has been training forwardly since at CD 
(#3) OSPREY COURT: Closer has never been in this cheap but needs pace, clean trip to get home first 
(#4) ACTRESS ON BOARD: 4.5 lengths behind Wises Landing last time after a tardy start; Borel stays 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-3-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#2) BEAVER HAT: Suffered tough beats in past two starts—at best going 8-panels on the main track 
(#1) MONTE NE: “Sneaky good” sixth on debut on yielding turf; bred to love dirt and extra distance 
(#7) HARD TEN: Uncle Mo colt is a half-brother to Belmont Stakes (G1) winner Creator; cost $875,000 
(#6) MOLIERE: Dam is a multiple stakes producer including G1 winner Taris; barn salty with first-timers 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-7-6 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#8) PROUDLY FOUGHT: Three-parts of a length shy of winning past three; game off the claim in last  
(#6) NOW THAT’S A BENNY: Gray beat top choice on the square last time—third start of form cycle 
(#3) SHAPE OF YOU: Ascends the ladder, but the dirt-to-turf move is key; she’s a need-the-lead type 
(#4) LOVE MY HONEY: Chestnut exits conditioned claiming ranks—has speed in a speed-laden field 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-3-4 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#6) OLIVIAOFTHEDESERT: Beaten 3+ lengths for the win despite rough trip in bow; bred to love dirt 
(#2) STIFFT STATION: Outfit wins at 15% clip with first-time starters—eight-furlongs tricky out of box 
(#8) SURREALIST: Half to the stakes winner Empire Line & half to the graded stakes-placed Hang a Star 
(#1-POE) BUSINESS LADY: Sitting on a smoking half-mile breeze on Polytrack at Arlington; post hurts 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-8-1(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) FED POLICY: Riding a two-race win streak; he’s well spotted by Bradley to make it three in a row 
(#4) CIRRUSLY: Has never been in this cheap, outfit is firing at a 23% clip at the meet; reunited with Flo 
(#2) COMPLETE: Late-running filly exits allowance company at Indiana Grand; placed in 3-of-5 on turf 
(#6) SOLAR KITTEN: Hard to get excited about chances based on current form—best hop is the drop 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-2-6 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) EDGEMONT ROAD: Good try stepping up to face allowance foes in last; never off board at Ellis 
(#3) IMPACT PLAYER: Texas raider takes lateral class move, clocks top choice from outset; formidable 
(#1) NICE WORK: Good try hooking open rivals for a quarter in last, exits fast race—Baze scrapes paint 
(#4) GLORY ROAD: Clearly has ability but makes first start since Aug. 3, 2019—been gelded, new barn 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-4 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#4) SPRING BREAK: Heads down the ladder for Maker, has tons of upside in second start; dirt-to-turf 
(#2) MORE IS MORE: Class drop is significant, bred to handle the extra distance—value on tote board 
(#8) TALENTED TAPPER: Bumped hard at the start, finished second in career debut; bred to love turf 
(#5) KETCHIKAN: Sports gap-free public work tab, sitting on sharp 3F blowout; 8F tall order out of box 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-8-5 
 
RACE NINE 
(#7) BOURON WISDOM: Bay improved in turf return in first start off claim for Asmussen; is formidable 
(#2) ALL REVVED UP: Third behind a next-out winner in two-turn turf debut at Belterra; saves ground 
(#5) ALEXANDER HAMILTON: Closer takes a significant class drop off a long layoff; watching today 
(#6) PATRIOT’S WAR: Wide post and trip compromised his chances on debut; blinkers on, 9F trip suits 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-5-6 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Ellis Park, Sunday, August 23, 2020 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#6) Oliviaofthedesert—1 
Race 6: (#1) Fed Policy (#2) Complete (#4) Cirrusly—3 
Race 7: (#3) Impact Player (#5) Edgemont Road—2 
Race 8: (#2) More Is More (#4) Spring Break (#8) Talented Tapper—3 
Race 9: (#2) All Revved Up (#5) Alexander Hamilton (#6) Patriot’s War (#7) Bourbon Wisdom—4 
 


