
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Meeting 
Day 21: Saturday, August 22, 2020 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
178-56-40-27: 31% W, 69% ITM

BEST BET : (#6) One Step (1st race)—4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#5) Seven Nation Army (5th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#6) ONE STEP: Stalks an anticipated quick pace in the vanguard, kicks by in the lane; third off a layoff 
(#1) TRACI’S GREELEY: 3-pronged drop on target but she’s one for her last 15; local record a concern 
(#3) JUST FLY: The turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint angles are appealing, drops in for a nickel; attends pace 
(#2) INTROSPECTION: Failed to seriously menace vs. winners but the drop is significant; third off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-3-2 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) ORO DE TEJANO: Nice kick from the eighth-pole to wire in last; hooks a nondescript crew on rise 
(#1) MAJORS VINDICATION: Versatile, can handle turf and dirt; good post with short run to first turn 
(#8) VERVE’S HUMOR: Deep closer will need a quick pace and clean trip to factor; 8-panels too short? 
(#6) UNCLE GREGORY: Won last start for a tag on fast racetrack, significant drop; reunited with C-Lan 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-8-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) BRIBERY: Plummets in class for high-percentage outfit; bred to handle turf and love extra distance 
(#6) ONENIGHTSTANDARDS: Still green—went to get hot dog at eighth-pole in last; blinkers go on 
(#3) AMES MISTER: Split field of 10 out of the box; much fitter with a two-turn turf race under his belt 
(#4) ENRAGED: Drops in for a tag for the first time, caught “good” turf course last time; value on tote 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-3-4 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) BAOZUN: Marked class drop for Hartman, love cutback to a six-furlong trip, back fresh; formidable 
(#9) FLIGHT TIME (BRZ): Game second for $5K tag on turf in last, has a dirt win to his credit; 5-1 M.L. 
(#2) SUM OVERTURE: Rolled right on by Flight Time (Brz) in the lane on turf in last; zero-for-11 on dirt 
(#6) RED ALERT: Has run well in past two starts at long odds; license to improve in second off sidelines 
SELECTIONS: 4-9-2-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#5) SEVEN NATION ARMY: Stalks anticipated quick pace in catbird seat, drops in class; likely overlay 
(#1) RUNFORTHEMUNNINGS: Fleet of foot fellow returns off seven-month layoff—has company early 
(#4) DEGROM: Eye-catching win off the claim in last start—he’s a half-brother to champion Point Given 
(#3) COVE BLUE: Need-the-lead type that won’t make the lead; sitting on sharp 5-furlong move at CD 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-4-3 
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) ADMIRE: Stretched out around two turns in penultimate start and has won two straight; is tractable 
(#2) BELIEVEINHOLIDAYS: Veteran is versatile—handles turf, dirt but has penchant for minor awards 
(#7) LOOKING AT LIBERTY: Has brutal post and hooks winners for the first time; has reliable kick too 
(#4) MO MOSA: Has never been off the board on a synthetic surface but his dirt form is suspect at best 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-7-4 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#2) KONA KAI: Chestnut filly has never put forth a poor effort in a turf sprint; is capable off sidelines 
(#5) ORENCIA: Useful middle move, got tired on debut nearly a month ago; tighter, tries grass today  
(#7) KISSES FOR HEIDI: Flattered by Curls and Bows win ($9.80) on Friday—third start of form cycle 
(#3) CONOLOWAY: Bred top and bottom to handle the turf—sitting on a sharp three-panel blowout 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-7-3 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#7) WAYAKIN: Well-beaten 3rd behind eventual stakes winner Pico d’Oro in last; sire’s get are runners 
(#4) MIDNIGHT BOURBON: Half-brother to G1 winner Girvin went off favored in bow; has big upside 
(#9) UPSTART GENTLEMAN: Length and a half behind the top choice last time; will be much tighter 
(#10) INVISIBLE WAR: Eight-furlongs a tricky distance for a first-timer; barn is effective with 2YO stock 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-9-10 
 
RACE NINE 
(#4) HIDDEN FACTS: Hooks a field she can handle in this spot; can snap string of second-place efforts 
(#1) DOMONETTE: Saves ground, quick pace will set up her late move; is reunited with Hernandez, Jr. 
(#2) MISS KITTY MAE: Texas raider has :21 & change early lick but is a need-the-lead type; fuels pace 
(#3) COMPELLING SMILE: Spit the bit early in Audubon Oaks in last; is in a more realistic spot today  
SELECTIONS: 4-1-2-3 
 
RACE TEN 
(#1) SPEIGHTY SHIRL: Is the lone speed on paper stretching out to 8F; have to catch her to beat her 
(#3) STORM AT SEA: Solid third on debut on Tapeta, is bred to relish the dirt—back off a long layoff 
(#2) LUCKY FIND: Uncle Mo filly should love today’s extra distance—has upside in just her third start 
(#4) SHESALITTLE EDGY: Liking the stretch-out to a two-turn trip, exits a live heat—turf-to-dirt play 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-2-4 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 6-10/ Ellis Park, Saturday, August 22, 2020 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 3:10 P.M. (Central) 
Race 6: (#2) Believeinholidays (#4) Mo Mosa (#6) Admire (#7) Looking At Liberty—4 
Race 7: (#2) Kona Kai (#5) Orencia (#7) Kisses for Heidi—3 
Race 8: (#4) Midnight Bourbon (#7) Wayakin—2 
Race 9: (#1) Domonette (#4) Hidden Facts—2 
Race 10: (#1) Speighty Shirl (#3) Storm At Sea—2 
 


