
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Meeting 
Day 12: Saturday, August 1, 2020 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
99-27-22-14: 27% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET : (#6) Savvy (8th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) Lucky Betty (9th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE—OFF TURF  
(#7) HYNDFORD: Will be an early pace factor stretching out; placed in two-of-three starts on off tracks 
(#6) GOT THE NOTION: Bay has tactical speed, has won his past two starts in the slop; value on tote? 
(#4) A KING’S RANSOM: Steps up to face open claiming foes but is in fine fettle; won last three races 
(#3) PURR CAT: Bred top and bottom to handle off going, will appreciate the extra sixteenth—5-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-4-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) BEAUMONT BEAUX: Significant class drop, is improving; will be plenty fit turning back to 6F trip 
(#3) EPIC WEST: Stalked pace, had no kick off long layoff in last; continues class descent, will be tighter 
(#1) POUR DECISIONS: Has poor post position but hooks a light crew on debut for a $7,500 price tag 
(#2) FLORIDA FLASH: Closer will need quick pace, clean trip to get home first; back fresh for Romans 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-2 
 

RACE THREE—OFF TURF 
(#2) ONE LAST STRIKE: Like turf-to-slop play, is in a snug spot for a dime—tighter in second off shelf 
(#9) WAVERUNNER: Placed in 5-of-8 on fast tracks, bred to handle mud/slop; hooks light field on rise 
(#3) PERFECT BEAM: Bay gelding was a game third in only prior start on an off racetrack—4-1 on M.L. 
(#4) ARTEMUS EAGLE: Failed to menace in prior start in slop but the class drop is significant; overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 2-9-3-4 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) AMERICAN BUTTERFLY: Set a fast pace, stayed on vs. tougher crew in last; speed-and-fade play 
(#2) WELL CONNECTED: Fourth-of-11 in first crack at winners but was 2+ lengths behind top choice 
(#1) WHEAT KING: Is capable fresh—broke maiden in career debut; love the cutback to a six-panel trip 
(#6) SAMURAI CAUSE: Beaten chalk at Remington when last seen at the races—he likes the mud/slop 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-1-6 
 

RACE FIVE—OFF TURF 
(#4) MOLIERE: Bred to relish an off racetrack; sports extensive, gap-free public work tab for Asmussen 
(#10) OAK ROOM: Sire’s get are runners, is bred to love a two-turn trip on the main track—formidable 
(#1) PAYNTED: Has a license to improve in second start off a six-month layoff; two-turns in wheelhouse 
(#6) CRIMINAL DEFENSE: Will be plenty fit with 2-turn turf race under his belt; slop/mud the x-factor 
SELECTIONS: 4-10-1-6 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) SAINTSATION: Has speed, the rail, and short run to the first turn; will appreciate the extra furlong 
(#3) IRREPRESSIBLE: Tighter in second start off shelf, is cut out to be dirt router; has off track pedigree 
(#8) EXTRA ATTENTION: Barn wins at 14% clip with stock returning off long layoffs; bred to love mud 
(#6) SEA GARDEN: Has :21 and change early lick; Curlin filly is bred to love two-turns on a sloppy track 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-8-6 



 
 

RACE SEVEN—OFF TURF 
(#9) PRINCESS LEA: Sire’s get are precocious, bred to handle mud/slop; sitting on a sharp gate work 
(#2) BLUEGRASS BELLE: Outfit wins at 16% clip with its first-time starters; big time off track pedigree 
(#4) MARIAH’S GIRL: Has an experience edge, should get a good trip stalking the pace; wheeled back 
(#6) MPEMBA: Barn is capable with first-time starters, first-crop sire was a dirt router—training forwardly 
SELECTIONS: 9-2-4-6  
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#6) SAVVY: Faces light crew in first start vs. winners—nice turn of foot in maiden win on “wet fast” strip 
(#3) COASTAL DEFENSE: Broke his maiden on a sloppy, sealed racetrack—bred to relish two-turn trip 
(#1) EMBELLISHER: Won first start against winners on a sloppy strip; steps up in class but in good form 
(#2) SAMARONTI: Wide trip didn’t do him any favors in last start—can improve in third start off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-1-2 
 
RACE NINE—OFF TURF 
(#8) LUCKY BETTY: Ran into buzz saw in Shedaresthedevil in last—she has open-length win in the slop 
(#3) JULIA’S READY: Has never been off the board on an “off” racetrack—won going 8F at Ellis in last 
(#2) FRENCH EMPIRE: Returns off a lengthy layoff but should get good trip stalking pace in vanguard 
(#6) KYNANCE (IRE): SoCal raider hasn’t been seen at the races since early March; handles main track 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-2-6 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Ellis Park, Saturday, August 1, 2020 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#4) Moliere (#10) Oak Room—2 
Race 6: (#1) Saintsation (#3) Irrepressible (#8) Extra Attention—3 
Race 7: (#2) Bluegrass Belle (#9) Princess Lea—2 
Race 8: (#3) Coastal Defense (#6) Savvy—2 
Race 9: (#3) Julia’s Ready (#8) Lucky Betty—2 
 


