
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Meeting 
Day 16: Sunday, August 9, 2020 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
131-40-29-19: 31% W, 67% ITM

BEST BET : (#9) More Than Unusual (5th race)—6-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) New Roo (9th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#6) LADDIE BOY: Riding a two-race winning streak, handled similar crew with ease in last; is tractable 
(#7) RANSACK: In money in 14-of-27 starts lifetime on turf—two lengths off top choice two starts back 
(#1) JOCKER JUSTICE: Good third in the key prep for this—improvement in cards in second off shelf 
(#4) CLEAR FOR ACTION: Freewheeling gelding has a propensity to spit the bit; drops in for a dime 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-1-4 
 

RACE TWO 
(#8) SNAKE DOCTOR: Has an experience edge, will be much tighter; sharp gate blowout on 8-5-20 
(#7) MAHOMES MONEY: Barn has sent out a pair of 2YO first-time starters to win at meet; contender 
(#5) DROP ANCHOR: Sire was a dirt miler, stands for $7,500—he cost $90K; solid gate move on 7-24 
(#4) RYE SENSE OF HUMOR: Gap in work tab from 5/12 to 6/25; barn likes to race stock into shape 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-5-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#8) ONE FAST ORB: Bred to love two-turn trip, has :21 and change early lick, breaks running; wire job 
(#1) WENDY’S FINE WINE: Demonstrated marked improvement in turf bow—gets ground-saving trip 
(#5) KITTEN ROCKS: 4th-of-12 at 95-1 in career debut on turf at Keeneland; bred to love extra distance 
(#9) JOY IN GRACE: 8F tricky for first-timer, but he’s bred to be a turf router; barn effective with 2YOs 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-5-9 
 

RACE FOUR—Runhappy Juvenile Stakes 
(#6) WAIST DEEP: Mid-Atlantic invader is improving, has a good post out of chute, is handy—overlay? 
(#3) MEDICINE TAIL: Barn winning at 27% clip at tilt, done little wrong, experience edge—lots to like 
(#1) COWAN: Impressive on debut in Louisville but returns off 2-month+ layoff; tricky post out of chute 
(#4) PICO D’ORO: 6-fig Curlin colt is a maiden trying winners; only 3 ¼ lengths off Medicine Tail in last 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-1-4 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#9) MORE THAN UNUSUAL: 4th behind a next-out winner in bow; plenty fit with turf route under belt 
(#7) SOVEREIGN APPEAL: Bred to love the two turn trip, has hints of green in pedigree; tighter today 
(#2) URBANA: Beaten chalk in past two starts but the blinkers come off today—third start of form cycle 
(#11) TAKE CHARGE PATTI: Like the cutback to an 8.5F trip—needs pace, clean trip to get home first 
SELECTIONS: 9-7-2-11 
 

RACE SIX—Runhappy Debutante Stakes 
(#4) CRAZY BEAUTIFUL: Bred top & bottom to relish the surface change to dirt; dam a stakes winner 
(#9) HIPNOTIZADA: Delaware raider ran off the T.V. screen in first start with Lasix; upside in third start 
(#10) FABRICATE: Beat next-out winner by 2 ¾ lengths in career debut—tries seven-panels in this spot 
(#11) LACEY BOSS: Broke from the 1-hole, won for fun in Lone Star debut for Asmussen; C-Lan in boot 
SELECTIONS: 4-9-10-11 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#1) MANTRA: Finished on bridle on “good” turf at Keeneland in last, at best on “firm” going; 8-1 M.L. 
(#9) BIG BEAUTIFUL WALL: Didn’t have the best of trips, beaten a dirty nose vs. similar foes last time 
(#4) UNCAPPED: Improved when the blinkers came off in last—was ½ length behind Big Beautiful Wall 
(#8) ATTORNEY TIM: Never picked up the bit on good turf in last, gets firm terrain here; value on tote 
SELECTIONS: 1-9-4-8 
 

RACE EIGHT—Runhappy Audubon Oaks 
(#4) SCONSIN: Second to a nice filly in Four Graces in track & stakes record heat at Keeneland last time 
(#10) MUNDAYE CALL: Sire’s get are runners, cost $950K, stalks in vanguard—seven-panels on target 
(#7) OCEAN BREEZE: Second to next-out winner in G3 Iowa Oaks in last; love the cutback to 7-panels 
(#5) CASUAL: Hooked a buzz saw in Gamine in G1 Acorn, cutback to 7F is key; dam multiple G1 winner 
SELECTIONS: 4-10-7-5 
 
RACE NINE—Groupie Doll Stakes 
(#8) NEW ROO: She is in fine fettle—won last two dirt starts by open lengths; value in wide-open affair   
(#12) STREET BAND: Millionaire G1 winner runs well fresh but has a brutal post; takes plenty of action 
(#1) LADY APPLE: Form has been dicey in 2020, but she beat Street Band on the square 4 starts back 
(#7) LADY KATE: Has won three-of-five starts this year but is one-turn mile specialist; bullet work noted 
SELECTIONS: 8-12-1-7 
 
RACE TEN—Runhappy Ellis Park Derby 
(#4) ART COLLECTOR: Perfect three-for-three on fast strips for Drury, drops in class; holds all the aces 
(#12) SHARED SENSE: Won the G3 Indiana Derby by open lengths; no match for top choice two back 
(#9) DEAN MARTINI: Likes nine-furlongs on dirt, proved to be an astute claim for Amoss; is consistent 
(#5) NECKER ISLAND: Sneaky good third sans front-wraps in G3 Indiana Derby; stalks in the vanguard 
SELECTIONS: 4-12-9-5 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 6-10/ Ellis Park, Sunday, August 9, 2020 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 3:10 P.M. (Central) 
Race 6: (#4) Crazy Beautiful (#9) Hipnotizada—2 
Race 7: (#1) Mantra (#4) Uncapped (#8) Attorney Tim (#9) Big Beautiful Wall—4 
Race 8: (#4) Sconsin (#5) Casual (#7) Ocean Breeze (#10) Mundaye Call—4 
Race 9: (#1) Lady Apple (#8) New Roo (#12) Street Band—3 
Race 10: (#4) Art Collector—1 
 


