
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Meeting 
Day 15: Saturday, August 8, 2020 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
122-37-28-18: 30% W, 68% ITM

BEST BET : (#3) Savvy (5th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) Princess Lea (4th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#6) HIGHER AUTHORITY: Poor trip probably cost him a placing in last start—third start off sidelines 
(#3) MAJORS VINDICATION: Useful third while stepping up in class in last outing; turf is the x-factor 
(#2) STRIKE APPEAL: Beaten just a length and a quarter in grass return; fits on this class level, tighter 
(#7) DRINK: SoCal raider is in a good spot to tackle winners for the first time; hints of green in pedigree 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-2-7 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) FUNNYBET: Will be plenty fit with a seven-furlong race under her belt; bred to handle 2-turn trip 
(#1) JOKER LADY: She has never been in this cheap—great post draw with a short run to the first turn 
(#5) MALIBU MARLEE: Barn has made most of limited starters at the tilt; continues class descent here 
(#6) BESTOW: Plummets in class, barn is winning at 20% clip in 2020, bullet noted; best hop is the drop 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-5-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) ON KP: Beaten three lengths on debut at Arlington on turf, bred to love dirt, gets Lasix—overlay? 
(#7) UNCLE STEVE: “Sneaky good” fourth at a tricky distance out of the box; improvement is in cards 
(#4) ON YOUR MARK: Bay gelding is improving but returns to maiden allowance ranks; tighter today 
(#3) ENERGIZER: Cutback to 6F trip has some appeal, gets Lanerie; only 2 works since last start in Feb. 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-4-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#8) PRINCESS LEA: Sire’s get are precocious, she’s siting on a pair of sharp works—12-1 morning line 
(#9) EMRO: Barn wins at 15% clip with its first-timers; dam from family of G1 winner Brocco—cost 6-figs 
(#6) BLUEGRASS BELLE: Chestnut filly is bred top and bottom to sprint—sire’s progeny love the grass 
(#5) MISS EAU DE VIE: Dam was a hard-knocker, won 21 races, stakes-placed on turf; gets Flo for bow 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-6-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#3) SAVVY: Sire G2 stakes winner going 2-turns on dirt; hooks nondescript crew in first start vs. winners 
(#4) CLAYTNTHELIONHEART: 2nd to a next-out winner when last seen at races; returns off long layoff 
(#8) EMBELLISHER: The controlling speed but will likely be used-up early from 8-hole; steps up ladder 
(#2) SAMARONTI: License for further improvement in third start off shelf; sports dicey form vs. winners 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-8-2 
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) KING UHTRED: Broke from parking lot in bow, beaten 6+ lengths; 2-turns on point, gets blinkers 
(#4) RAM: Split field of 12 on debut for The Coach, bred to relish the two-turn stretch-out; value on tote 
(#2) JOHNY’S FIREBALL: Siting on smoking 5-panel work at Churchill; dam was stakes winner on turf 
(#10) SAILOR’S RETURN: Sports sharp gate work at Keeneland on 7-15-20, cost $275,000; brutal post 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-2-10 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#3) LANDESKOG: Capable fresh, broke maiden on debut in 1:10 flat—he is Grade 2-placed sprinting 
(#8) LYKAN: Love the turf-to-dirt play, is multiple stakes-placed on the main track, tighter; likely overlay 
(#4) BANKS ISLAND: Godolphin homebred has ability, won first start against winners; second off shelf 
(#1) RUBUS: Heading the right way off the layoff, jock won two races on Friday; gets ground-saving trip 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-4-1  
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#9) FRENCH EMPIRE: She has yet to put forth a poor effort for Kenneally; in money in 5-of-6 on grass 
(#6) LUCKY BETTY: Capable fresh, bred to handle grass—ran into buzz saw in Shedaresthedevil in last 
(#5) WEXX: Bay miss is stakes-placed on the turf but is consistently inconsistent; third start of form cycle 
(#4) HIS GLORY: Was in deep water in G3 Regret Stakes, in a more realistic spot here; 6-1 morning line 
SELECTIONS: 9-6-5-4 
 
RACE NINE 
(#2) EXTRA ATTENTION: Is bred top & bottom to love surface change—dam a stakes winner on dirt   
(#9) FREE CAUSE: Bred to love the extra distance—has router’s pedigree; barn capable off long layoffs 
(#6) IRREPRESSIBLE: Never picked up the bit in first start off eight-month layoff—sire’s get are runners 
(#1) THOMASVILLE: Street Sense filly is improving & has a great post but exits maiden claiming ranks 
SELECTIONS: 2-9-6-1 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Ellis Park, Saturday, August 8, 2020 
50-cent play=$45—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#3) Savvy (#4) Claytnthelionheart (#8) Embellisher—3 
Race 6: (#1) Royal Prince (#2) Johny’s Fireball (#4) Ram (#6) King Uhtred (#10) Sailor’s Return—5 
Race 7: (#3) Landeskog—1 
Race 8: (#5) Wexx (#6) Lucky Betty (#9) French Empire—3 
Race 9: (#2) Extra Attention (#9) Free Cause—2 
 


